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'  .  ■ 

TH  E  powers  of  thinking  and  choice  are  fo 
effential  to  all  rational  fpirits,  that  without 
them  no  idea  can  be  formed  of  their  exiftence.  A 
defire  of  the  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  the  beft 
good,  alfo  appears  effential  to  their  nature.  There¬ 
fore,  as  finite  knowledge  is  limited,  finite  fpirits 
would  ever  be  liable  to  err,  if  they  had  not  fome 
fufficient  guard  agalnft  it.  And  the  beft  guard  we 
can  conceive  of,  is  a  clear  fixed  perfuafion  in  the 
heart,  that  God  is  the  only  fountain  of  all  good ; 
and  that  every  defirable  good  Is  to  be  obtained 
and  enjoyed  in  the  way  of  obedience  to  his  reyeal- 
ed  will,  and  nowhere  elfe. 

That  he  is  the  abfolute  proprietor,  and  the  fo- 
vereign  ruler  of  the  worlds  he  has  made,  is  a  truth 
too  evident  for  any  but  madmen  to  deny.  All  na¬ 
tions  have  been  forced  to  appeal  to  him,  to  avenge 
injuftice  and  perjury,  in  order  to  eftablifli  any  go¬ 
vernment  among  themfelves  :  Yet  how  far  have 
they  been  from  a  wiliingnefs  to  be  governed  entire¬ 
ly  by  him  !  He  made  man  upright ;  but  they  have  fought 
out  many  indentions.  Objedls  of  worfhip,  and  forms 
of  worfhip,  even  without  iriumber,  have  been  in¬ 
vented  by  mankind ;  the  folly  v/hereof  God  has  ex- 
pofed  in  all  his  difpenfations  :  Yet  felf-conceit,  felf- 
feeking,  and  felf-dependence,  are  ftill  the  ruining 
errors  of  the  world. 

ills 
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His  defign  in  all  his  difpenfations,  in  every  ao-e 
and  every  country,  is  undoubtedly  the  fame  in  na¬ 
ture  with  that  declared  to  Ifrael,  in  the  paflage 
which  adorns  our  title  page.  Three  things  deferve 
particular  notice  therein,  i.  That  i^  is  the  Lord 
who  leads  his  people  through  all  the  changing 
fcenes  of  life,  in  this  wildemefs  world.  At  differ¬ 
ent  times  and  places  their  circumftanccs  vary  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ;  yet  he  orders  or  over-rules  in  all,  fo  that 
a  fjparrow  cannot  fall  to  the  ground,  nor  an  hair 
from  their  head,  without  him.  2.  All  his  deal¬ 
ings  are  calculated  in  infinite  wifdom,  for  their  trial 
and  humiliation ;  to  difcover  what  is  in  their  hearts, 
whether  they  will  keep  his  commandments,  or  not. 
Therefore,  3.  Fie  requires  them  to  rememl^er  all  the 
way  wherein  he  leads  them,  for  this  end. 

Christianity,  die  only  true  religion,  has  its 
name  from  Christ,  the  foundation,  lawgiver,  and 
,only  head  of  his  church.  And  one  of  the  greateft 
hiltorians  of  our  age  gives  us  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  its  primitive  order  and  government.  Says 
he,  ‘‘  The  rites  inftituted  by  Chrift  were  only  two 
in  number,  and  thele  defigned  to  continue  to  the 
end  of  the  church  here  below,  without  any  varia¬ 
tion.  Thefe  were  baptifm  and  the  holy  fupper; 
which  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  mere  ceremo¬ 
nies,  nor  yet  as  fymbolical  reprefentations  only,  but 
alfo  as  ordinances,  accompanied  with  fanftifying 
influence  upon,  the  heart  and  affections  of  true 
Chriftians.’*  Of  thofe  who  heard  and  believed  the 
preaching  of  John  the  Baptift,  he  fays,  “They 
were  initiated  into  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer^ 
by  the  ceremony  of  immerjton  or/ baptifm,^'  And 
during  the  firfl  century,  he  fays,  “  The  facrament  of 
|)^tifm  was  adminiftered  v^itho‘ut  the  public  affem- 
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blies,  in  places  appointed  and  prepared  for  that 
purpofe,  and  was  performed  by  immerfton  of  the 
whole  body*/'  This  was  the  primitive  way  of 
admiflion  into  the  Chriftlan  church  ;  and  of  its  go¬ 
vernment  Our  author  fays,  The  people  were> 
undoubtedly,  the  firft  in  authority;  for  the  apoftles 
fhewed  by  their  example,  that  nothing  of  moment  ‘ 
was  to  be  carried  on  or  determined  without  the  ' 
confent  of  the  .affembly,  A6ts  i.  15,  vi.  3,  xv.  4, 

,  xxi.  22. — A  bifhop,  during  the  firfl:  and  fecond  cen¬ 
tury,  was  a  perfon  who  had  the  care  of  one  Chrif- 
tian  affembly,  which,  at  that  time,  was,  generally 
apeaking,  fmall  encAigh  to  be  contained  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  houfe.  In  this  aflTembly  he  afted  not  fo  much 
with  the  authority  of  z:majler^  as  with  the  zeal  and 
diligence  of  a  faithful  Jervant^  A^nd  he  afiures  us, 
that  until  about  the  middle  of  the  fecond  century,  - 
The  churches  were  entirely  independent  y  none  of 
them  fubjedl  to  any  foreign  jurifdiftion,  but  each 
one  governed  by  its  own  rulers,  and  its  own  laws/^ 
And  that 'an  alteration  was  then  made,  by  jnduf- 
trioufly  propagating  the  opinion,  that  Chriftian 
minifters  fucceeded  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Jewifh  prie{lhood§.  Heathen  philofophy  was 
'  alfo  called  in  to  interpret  the  Icriptures  by ;  From 
whence  teachers  adopted  thi^  maxim,  viz.  Thaf 
It  was  an  a6t  of  virtue  to  deceive  and  Iky  when  by 
that  means  the  interejls  of  the  church  might  he  pro¬ 
moted."  To  which  they  added,  in  the  fourth  cen¬ 
tury,  under  Conftantine,  the  ufe  of  temporal  penal- 
tiesy  and  corporal  tortur'eSy  for  the- fame  end^. 

-  In  the  mean  time  a  controveffy  arofe  about 
bringing  infants  to  baptifm.  In  the  beginning- of  . 

the 
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the  thifd  century, '  Tertullian,  who  is  the  'Erfl; 
wntei  that  mentjons  it,  oppofed  it,  fayino-,  cc  What 

inTo  be  brought 

into  danger  i  bccaufe  they  may  either  fail  of  their 

p  cmiles  by  death.-or  they  may  be  miftaken'by  a 
child  s  proving  of  a  wicked  difpofition.”  But  not 
l^ong  after  Origen  appeared  for  the  pradlice,  and 
faid,  r.et  It  be  confidered  what  is  the  reafon,  that 
whereas  the  baptifm  of  the  church  is  given  for  the 
forgi  venels  of  hns,  infants  alfo  are,  ly  the  ujage  of  the 
church  baptized  —If  is  for  that  reafon,  becauih  by 
the  facrament  of  baptifm  the  pllution  of  cur  birth 
ts  taken  away.,  that  infants  are  baptized*.”  Orieen 
IS  the  firll  man  that  any  have  produced,  who  plead¬ 
ed  for  infant  baptifm;  and  he  alfo  held  that  the 
wtments  of  the  damned  will  have  an  end ;  and  that 
Lhrilt  will  be  crucified  in  the  next  world  to  fave  the 
devilsf.  Now  when  heathen  philofophy  was  fet  up 
as  a  rule  to  interpret  fcripture  by ;  when-  the  fha- 
dows  ot  the  old  teftament  were  taken  to  draw  a  veil 
over  the  truth,  and  church  order  defcribed  in  the 
gofpel,  and  teachers  pretended  to  confer  renewino- 
grace  by  their  adminiftrations,  before  the  fubiedh 
were  taught  or  believed  ;  and  alfo  called  in  the  fe- 
cular  arm  to  enforce  their  meafures  by  temporal 
penalties  and  corporal  tortures,-what  could  be  ex- 
pedled  but  the  Antichriftian  apbftafy  !  Oh,  how 
dark  was  the  night  that  followed  ! 

Yet  God  did  not  leave  himfelf  without  witnefles 
in  the  darkeft  times,  fome  of  whom  I  will  name. 

1  eter  de  Bruys,  during  a  miniftry  of  twenty  years, 
made. the  mofl  laudable  attempts  to  reform  abufes^ 
and  to  remove  the  fuperftitions  that  disfigured  the 

beautiful 

*  Clark  againll  Gill  upon  baptifm,  p.  loc,  iii. 
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beautiful  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  and  had  a  great 
number  of  followers,  in  Languedoc  and>Provence, 
in  France ;  and  he  was  burnt  therefor  at  St.  Giles, 
in  the  year  1130.  His  difciples  were  called  Pe^ 
trobufeiansj  and  a  leading  article  of  their  faith  was, 
“  That  no  perfons  whatever  were  to  be  baptized 
before  they  came  to  the  full  ufe  of  their  reafon.” 
Soon  after  another  miniller,  whofe  name  was  Hen¬ 
ry,  travelled  from  Switzerland  through  various 
parts  of  France,  preaching  the  gofpel  with  great 
fuccefs,  until  he  came  to  the  city  of  Thouloufe; 
where  the  Pope  and  his  creatures  raifed  great  oppo- 
fition  againft  him,  and  call  him  into  prilbn  in.i  148  ; 
and  he, ended  his- days  there  not  long  after.  He 
was  thus  dealt  with  becaufe  “  He  rejeded  the  bap- 
tifm  of  infants  j  cenfurdd  with  feverity  the’  eorrupt 
and  licentious  manners  of  the  clergy,  and  treatM 
the  feftivals  and. .ceremonies  ..of  the  church  with 
the  utmoft  contempt^'.” 

This  account  is  given  by  a  very  learned  Luthe¬ 
ran  author,  who  was. ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  the 
modern  Baptifts,  becaufe  he  held, that' the  Chriftian 
church  was  in  its  minority,  when  it  was  governed  in 
the  manner  above  deferibed  j  and  that.in  its  mature 
age,  “  The  regulation  of  it  was,  in  fome  meafurc,  to 
be  accommodated  to  the  time,  and  left  to  the  wifdom 
and  prudence  of  the  chief  rulers,  both  .of  the.  ftate 
and  of  the  churchfj”  which  opinion  the  Baptifts 
have  ever  oppofed.  He  freely  owns,  that  the  pecu¬ 
liarities  of  their  churches  in  Germany  and  Holland 
are  derived  from  amaxina  of  reformation,  Which  was. 
held  by  the  Waldenfes,  Petrobufeians,  Wicklifites, 
and  Huffites,  long  before  Luther’s  day;. which  is, 
“  That  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  or  the  vifible  church 

he 
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he  had  eftablifhed  upon  earth,  was  an  aflembly  of 
true  and  real  f3,ints,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  inac- 
ceffible  to  the  wicked  and  unrighteous,  and  alfb  ex¬ 
empt  froin  all  thole  inftitutions,  which  human  pru¬ 
dence  fuggefts  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  iniquity, 
or  to  correeft  and  reform  tranfgrefTors.”  Xhis  max¬ 
im  he  declares  to  be  the  fource  of  all  their  peculiari- 

1  *5^5’  I533>  ^  men  who  were 

called  Anabaptilts,  took  the  lead  among  mixed  mul¬ 
titudes,  that  had  taken  up  arms  againft  cruel  tyrants, 
in  hopes  of  recovering  both  civil  and  religious  li¬ 
berty  thereby ;  but  they  perilhed  in  the  attempt :  A 
fight  of  which  carried  the  Baptift  churches  in  that 
country  fo  far  into  the  other  extreme,  as  not  to  allow 
their  members  to  be  magiftrates,  to  ufe  the  fword, 
or  to  take  an  oath*j  which  are  now  the  lentiments 
of  the  German  Baptifts  in  Pennfylvania.  But  the 
Englilh  Baptifts,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  have 
carefully  avoided  each  ofthefe  extremes,  for  thele 
hundred  and  fifty  years  j  yet  thofe  fcandals  in  Ger¬ 
many  have  been  conftantly  call  upon  them,  even 
down  to  this  da^ ;  not  becaufe  they  ever  had  the  leaft: 
concern  therewith,  but  becaufe  this  has  been  found 
to  be  a  powerful  engine  to  prejudice  the  populace 
againft  allowing  equal  religious  liberty,  and  for 
forcing  people  into  religious  covenants,  before, 
they  can  choofe  for  themlelves. 

All  the  reformation  that  ever  took  place,  in  anr 
age  or  country,  was  produced  by  the  word  of  truth, 
enforced  by  the  fpirit  of  truth,  upon  each  heart  anef 
confeienge.  And  the  admiffion  of  unfanftified  com¬ 
municants  into  the  Chriftian  church,  and  of  the  in- 
ventfons  of  men  to  govern  it,  have  caufed  endlefr 
confufions  j  as  thereb^y  three  oppofite  interefts'have 

been 
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been  fet  up.  The  intereft  of  religious  teachers,  of 
civil  officers,  and  of  the  people.  The  two  former 
have  confpired  together  to  enflave  the  latter ;  and 
yet  have  been  far  from  an  entire  harmony  betwixt 
themfelves.  Their  contefts  forpreheminence  have 
been  long  and  tedious  in  this  country  ;  but  a  great 
and  effeftual  door  is  now  opened  for  terminating 
thefe  difputes,  and  for  a  return  to  the  primitive  pu¬ 
rity  and  liberty  of  the  Chriftian  church.  To  trace 
out  the  evil  effefts  of  the  apoftafy,  and  to  promote, 
as  much  as  may  be,  fuch  a  return,  is  the  great  de- 
fign  both  of  this  and  the  former  volume  j  in  the 
compiling  whereof  a  large  number  of  records, 
books  and  papers,  have  been  fearched,  and  much 
pains  taken  to  fet  principles  and  aftions  in  as  clear 
light  as  poffible.  And  the  author  is  fo  far  from  de- 
fi.ring  indulgence  in  any  miftakes,  that  heearneftly 
requefls  the  help  of  all  to  correft  therh. 

Middleboroughy  Augujl  2,  1784. 
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A  general  I N  D  E  X  to  both  Volumes. 

[i.  fi^niiies  the  Firil,  and  il.  the  Second.  The  Figures  refer  to 

t  *.e  Pages  in  each.], 

A 

^?AERIC A,  her  war  with  Britain,  ii.  p.  287, 
414.  Reafons  why  the  Baptifts  joined  there¬ 
in,  ii,  p.  299,  371. 

Anabaptijls,  a  name  of  reproach, -i.  p.  9,  45,  56, 
383.  Yet  impofed  by  law,  ii.  p.  193.  Laws 
made  to  banifli  them,  i.  p.  150,  407.  1 
Andros,  a  tyrant,  i.  p.  517,  525. 

Antichrifv,  how  he  arofe,  ii.  preface,  p.  6,  book,  p. 
26,  403.  Way  now  preparing  for  his  fall,  ii.. 
•p.  404,  406. 

Antinomians ,  i.  p.  79,  117,  ii.  p.  408. 

Arians,  ii.  p.  63.  ■* 

Artninians,  i.  p.  33,  463,  il.  p.  219,  224,  230, 

340,  357- 

AJhjield,  cruelly  oppreffed,  ii,  p.  246. 

B 

Baptifra,  what  it  is,  ii.  preface,  p,  4,  book,  p.  17, 
189,  401. 

Baptijh,  at  Providence,  i.  p.  105,  248,  ii.  p,  393. 
Newport,  i.  p.  149,  215,  255,  442,  505,  ii,  p. 

109.. 397..  Swanzey,  i.  p.  350, 435,  ii.  pi43j  69, 
'384..  Bofton,  i.  p.  335,  380,  398,  404,414, 

480.,  507,  i’i.  p.  33,.  43>  ,50>  ’'■49*  3^^- 
hoboth,  i.  p.  213,  253,  ii.  p.  116,  121,  385. 
Weflerly,  i.  p,'4i6,  434,  ii.  p.  i75>  400*  Mar¬ 
tha’s  Vineyard,  i.  p.  437,  ii.  p.  83,  375.  New- 
London,  i.  p.  473,  ii-  P-  89,  400.  Groton,  ii.. 
p.  31,  400.  Wallingford,  ii.  p,  125,  136,  219. 

IntheCgyptyofPlytnoyth,  ii,  p.  Bam- 

uablc,. 
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f’aDle,  11.  p.  378.  Brifto!,  ii.  p.  384.  Suffolk, 
Effex  and  Middlefex,  ii.  p.  261,  386.  Worcef- 
tcrand  Hampfnire,  ii.  p.  124,  261,  387.  Berk- 
Biirc,  ii.  p.  301,  389.  Nevv-I-Iampiliire,  ii.  p, 
39^‘  Our  Eaiicrn  Coaris,  ii.  p,  263,  27 9> 
■  R-kode-Ifland,  li.  p.  395'  Connecticut, 

ii.  p.  400.  Tkeir  faith  and  order,  i.  p.  143, 

^55»  P- 334>  372.  Sufferings 
therefor,  i.  p.  214 — 245,  333 — 406,  413,  480, 

4^9>  5p2j  ii.  p.  68,  88,  191,  239,  246,  279. 

-  Slaxton,  i.  p^  84. 

Bradford^  i.  p.  41,  74,  2-14,  338,  534.  ■  •  • 

Chamher.lain,  his  letters,  i.  p.  476,  4,85. 

Chrijlianity,  its  nature  and  influence,  ii.  preface,  p. 

4.  book,  p.  331,  369,  401. 

Clarke,  a  father  of  Rhode-Ifland  Colony,  i.  p,  88, 
105,  268,  274,  440.  * 

Chauncy,^  of  Cambridge,  held  baptifm  to  beimmcr- 

fion,  i,  p.  1 13,  143,  284,  334,  ii.  p.  17. 

Chauncy,  of  Bofton,  againfl  the  pov/er  of  godlinefs:, 
■ii.  p.  132,  132,  229.  But  is  felf-condemned,  ii, 
p.  246,  270,  327,  334. 

Cleaveland,  expelled  from  college,  ii.  p.  168.  But 
graduated  there  afterwards,  ii.  p.  229. 

at  Cambridge,  i.  p.  loi.  Ne'W-EIa'ven,  iL 
p.  92.  Providence,  ii.  p,  236,  301,  419. 

Comer,  ii.  p.  66,  iii,  121,  124.  ^ 

Conjlitution,  of  government,  ii.  p.  322,  329. 

Cotton,  of  Bofton,  i.  p.  46,  37,  77,  99,  103,  137, 
239,  246,  472.  ■ 

•  Covenants,  their  nature,  ii.  p.  416.  With  death  and 
-  hell,  ii.  p.  34p.  Keeping  covenant,  ii.  p.  21,417, 
Croravoell,  his  letter,  i.  o.  302.  -. 

*  D 

'Declenfms,  much  lamented,  i.  p.  387,  391,  40  <,  iL 
p.  20,  129. 
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\ 


:m  INDE  X. 

Devmport  John,  i.  p.  335,  388,  399.  " 

Devenport  James^  ii.  p.  134,  144,  156. 

VogSj  who  are  juftly  called  fo,  ii.  p.  346,  349. 
Dominion^  many  held  that  it  was  founded  in  grace, 

-  'i-  P-  337’  34^3  ii-  P-  ^^35* 

DoQTy  opened  for  a  great  reformation,  ii.  p.  235, 

35^’  4^4* 

Dunflar^  i.  p.  116,  282,  320. 

E 

Eccleftajiical^  eftablifliments  by  human  laws  very 
pernicious,  i.  p.  49,  62,  66,  71,  99,  185,  190, 

249>  309=  3i9>  372,  483^  537»  P-  ^  87, 

246,  327,  366. 

Edwards,  ii.  p.  128,  135,  142,  188,  356,  415. 
Evil  meafures  to  others  requited,  i.  p.  299,  517,  ii. 
p.  178— 183,  219— 222,  305. 

F 

Finley,  perfecuted,  ii.  p.  155.  • 

Forgery,  againft  the  Baptifts,  i.  p.  410,  ii.  p.  238. 

G 


Gill,  a  learned  advocate  for  believers  baptifm,  ii, 
p.  149,  238. 

Gorton,  i.  p.  118,  14T,  192,  299,  ii.  p.  95. 

Government,  deferibed,  i.  p.  28,  39,  165,  168,  297s 
'  5x3,  ii.  p.  157,  325.  _ 

Grace,  its  true  nature,  ii.  p.  230,  361,  370>  394* 
The  name  unjulllyput  tothe  covenant  of  circum- 
ciiion,  ii.  p.  235,  342.  Yet  many  who  do  fo, 
refufe  to  profels  they  have  grace,  li.  p.  191,  343. 

H 


Half-way  covenant,  i.  p.  334.  This  name  nov/  dif- 
owned,  ii.  p.  343. 

Hingham,  a  riot  there,  ii.  p.  381. 

Hollis,  his  donations,  ii.  p.  33,  64,  83.  His  letter, 
'  death  and  character,  ii.  p.  78,  118. 

Holmes,  his  faith,  and  fufFerings,  i,  p.  208,  229, 
■S3>  256 . 

^  Hmhinjon, 
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Hulchin/ofi,  baniflied  and  (lain,  i.  p.  ii8,  148,  471. 

lintchinjon,  Governorj  his  high  claims  of  power,  ii. 
p.  275,  290,  414. 

Independence,  ii.  p.  308. 

Independent,  church  fo  on  the  State,  ii.  preface,  p.  5, 
book,  p.  1 57,  404. 

Infidelity,  greatly  promoted  by  corrupt  minifters, 
ii.  p.  354,  402.  Yet  direftly  againlt  reafon, 
ii.  p.  413,  414* 

Inventions,  of  men  very  pernicious,  ii.  preface,  p» 
3,  book,  p.  413*  ' 

fienntngs,  ii,  p,  51- 

lohnjon,  his  hiftory,  i,  p.  49,  79,  119,  267,  540- 

-K 

Kingdom,  of  Chrift  not  of  this  world,  i.  p.  165,  222, 
ii.  p.  157,  325,  352.  But  an  infinite  bleffing 

thereto,  ii.  p.  331,  373. 

Knollys,  i.  p.  loi,  490,  ii.  p.  43. 

L 

Laws,  of  men  fet  above  the  laws  of  God,  i.  p.  79, 
ii.  p.  179.  Againft  true  liberty,  ii.  p.  139,  1 53, 
193,  227,  239,  250,  254,  28 1. 

iMud,  a  great  oppreflfor,  i.  p.  63,  ii.  p.  283. 

Liberty,  of  confcience,  i.  p.  95,  118, 170,  189,  222, 
246,  291,  348,  521,  ii.  p.  4^5  ’'57*. .Of 
ii.  p.  356.  Confiftent  with  necefiity,  ii.  p.  339, 

■357^  2S9y  414- 

M 

Majfachujetts,  firft  charter,  i-  p.  59>  4875  5^7- 
cond  charter,  i.  appendix,  p.  4,  ii.  p.  7.  New 
conftitution,  ii.  p.  322,  329. 

Mather  Increafe,  his  noble  teftimony  for  purity 
and  liberty,  ii.  p.  23,  49.  Taught  it  by  e.xperi- 
ence,  i.  p.  519,  521. 

Mather  Cotton,  not  felf-confiflent,  ii.  p.  50, 73, 77- 

Meilbew, 
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Mayheivy  againft  fovereign  grace,  I'i.  p.  up,  227 

338.  Yet  very  angry  at  being  deteded;  ii.  p 
22S,  341.  ,  ^ 

N  ■ 

NarraganJetSy  i,  p,  73,  pi,  122,  rp2,  280,  200, 
306,  338,  348,  419.  ^ 

Neceffitj,  confiftent  with  liberty,  ii.  p.  339,  357, 

3S9^  ‘4^4'* 

.New-Englandy  firft  principles  thereof,  i.  p.  2—31, 

43^  *3>  33^»  400.  Declenlions  there- 

fiom,  ii.  p.  26, 33.  •  Lift  of  their  rulers,  i.  p.  326. 
NewlightSy  caufe  of  the  name,  ii.  p.  134,  398, 

Oaths,  difpenfcd  with,  and  new  ones  impofed,  i.  p, 
.61,  62.  This  evil  requited,  i.  p.  518,  520. 
CIney,  the  fecond  minifter  in  Providence,  i.  p. 
92,  1 1 2.  •  ' 

Ordination,  and  difmiftion  of  minifters,  i.  p.  20,  ii. 
p.  273,  350,  403. 

"  P 

Vefpsrell,  a  riot  there,  ii.  p.  323. 

Eequvts,  war  with  them,  i.  p.  75,  102,  121,  338. 
Philip,  his  war,  i.  p.  299,  306,  415. 

Pharoah,  imitated  in  NeWrEngland,  ii.  p.  87. 
Plymouth,  how  planted,  i.  p.  34,  40,  ii.  p.  240. 
Providence,  how  planted  and  named,  i.  p..7 1,  89,  94, 
Purgatory,  held  at  Bofton,  ii.  p.  354. 

Q. 

fakers,  arrival  at  Bofton,  i.  p.  130,  307,  Their 
fufferings,  i.  p.  141,  307,  482,  Difpute  with 
Williams,  i.  p.  108,  445. 

R 

Rebellion,  refiftance  to  tyranny  fo  called,  ii.  p.  182, 

283,  3093  365* 

Rebels,,  diftinguiflied  from  fubjefls,  ii.  p.  415. 
Regeneration,  elfential  to  Chriftianity,  ii.  p.  23,  369, 
400,  408, 

Religiotif 
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RtUgion,  what  it  is,  ii.  p.  132,  1 57,  326,  35-2.  Can¬ 
not  be  fupported  by  force,  p.  246,  327,  367,-  404. 

Rbade-IJland,  their  feveral  forms  of  government,  i. 
p.  96,  1 18,  198,  280,  345,  347,  512,  529. 

Ridicule,  a  cruel  kind  of  perfecution,  ii.  p.  95,  344. 

Robbins,  perfecuted,  ii.  p.  136,  178,  223.  _ 

Robinfan,  an  eminent  father  of  New-England,  i.  p.  ■ 

2,  35,  5j,  493’  "•  P-  *3’  37’  33^,  401^ 

Rogerems,  i.  p.  473,  486,  ii.  p.  105.  . 

Rulers,  the  exact  limits  of  their  power,  ii.  p.  157, 
371,  401. 

S 

Schijmatics,  who  are  fuch,  k  p.  3S8,  ii.  p.  50,  164, 

225’ 348,  405- 

Separations,  ii.  p.  145,  164,  175,  346. 

Seventh-day  Baptifts,  i.  p.  411,  475j  512,  ii.  p.  39S»- 

Salvaiion,  univerfal,  ii.  p.  338,  353.  Proved  to  be 
a  falfe  opinion,  ii.  p.  361,  369,  407. 

Saybrook,  a  platform  compoled  there,  ii.  p.  36., 
Renouncing  it,  and  taking  the  word  of  God  in 
its  place,  efteemed  rebellion,  ii.  p.  179,  182. 

Self,  how  it  blinds  mankind,  ii.  p.  86, 222,  246,  327. 

Shakers,  a  new  fedt,  ii.  p.  410. 

Stockbridge,  controvcrfy  about  their  difcipline,  ii. 
p.  342. 

Stoddard,  the  nature  and  effects  of  his  dodtrine,  iu 
p.  26,  33,  129,  188. 

Synods,  four  of  them,  i.  p.  83,  190,  333,  387,  483, 
ii.  p.  77. 

T 

Tares,  of  the  field,  i.  pi  26,  161,  521,  ii.  p.  16-9, 
191,  347.  _  _  .  , 

Taxes,  for  minifters,  impofcd  by  the  church  on  the 
world,  i.  p.  98,  100.  Which  was  tyranny  and  rob¬ 
bery,  i.p.  311,  521.  Since  by  the  world  on  the 
church,  which  is  fimony,  ii.  p.  8,  24.  .In  botlr 
cafos  partiality  was  eftaWifoed  by  law,  ii,  p.  10, 
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■  154,  208,  241,  242.  It  was  taxing  people  where 

were  not  reprefented,  which  meafure  has 
_  been  awfully  requited,  ii.  p.  1 1,  28 5,  305,  366. . 

Tempt,  ^  IS  to  claim  God  s  promiles,  without  regard 

■  to  his  precepts,  ii.  p.  358. 

Ten'nent,  a  powerful  preacher,  ii.  p.  133,  142. 

Truth,  how  held  in  unrighteoufnefs,  ii.  p.  406. 
Type,  how  confounded  with  antitype,  i.  p.  389,  ii. 
preface,  p.  6,  book,  p.  368.  ’ 

V 

Henry,  i.  p.76,  91,  118,  148,  155,  175,  198, 
286,  288,  352. 

w 

Wallin,  his  letters,  ii.  p.  53,  58,  81,  119. 

Walton,  againft  Clark,  ii.  p.  113,  123. 

Wheelwright,  banifhed,  i.  p.  81,  157. 

Whitefield,  a  powerful  preacher,  ii.  p.  130,  170. 
Witchcraft,  at  Salem,  ii.  p.  5. 

Williams,  was  for  keeping  church  and  State  ,dif- 
tindt,  i.  p.  53.  Banilbed  therefor,  i.  p.  57,  62,  66, 
70,156.  Plants  Providence,  i.  p.  71..  Requites 
good  for  evil,  i.p.  75,  88,  155, 193,339.  Forms 
the  firft  Baptift  church  in  America,  i.  p.  106. 
Goes  to  England  and  procures  a  charter  for  a  free 
•government,  with  the  fign  of  an  anchor  on  its 
public  feal,  i.  p.  148,  154,  198,  349.  Various 
pieces  of  his,  i.p.  200,  204,  256,  285,  289,  293, 
297,  421,  441,  513.  His  death  and.charadler,  i. 
p.  515,  516.  His  miftakes,  i.  p.  453,  ii.  p.  94. 
Winfow,  a  Governor  at  Plymouth,  i.  p.  43,  65, 
74.  204,  338,  556. 

Winthrop,  the  firft  Governor  at  Bofton,  i.  p.  45, 
56,  67,  82,  137,  146,  499,  539. 

Witnejfes,  of  the  two  in  Revelations,  ii.  p.  406. 

Note,  the  chapters  in  the  fecond  volume  begin  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages,  viz.  p.  I,  zo,  44,  68,  93,  109,  127,  144,  160, 
184,  200,  217,  231,  246,  265,  282,  299,  322,  338,  35^, 
375,  395?  and  the  content^,  Qf  eaeh  chapter  are  at  the  be- 
jgiuning  of  iu 
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CHAP.  I. 

I .  A  firft  Principle  of  thefe  Churches. 
2.  Of  Witchcraft,  3.  Unjuft  At¬ 
tempts  to  turn  it  againft  the  Bap- 
tifts.  4.  Oppreflive  Laws.  5.  Ef¬ 
fects  thcr^eof.  6.  Plymouth  Pro¬ 
clamation.  7.  Their  Church  Or¬ 
der.  8.  Evils  of  denying  it,  g, 
Firft  Minifters  of  Middleborough 
and  Dartmouth.  10.  Of  Plym- 
ton. 

fathers  of  New-Kn^land  came  much 
J8L  nearer  to  the  apoftclic  order  of  the  church, 
than  moft  other  reformers  had  done.  Dr.  Cottoa 
Mather  publifhed.a  fpecimeti  tliereof  in  the  year 
1650.  Says  liCj  “A  church  (as  the  Greek  name 
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for  it  allows  us  to  think)  is  to  confift  of  a  people 
called  out  from  the  ways  of  fin,  by  the  powerful  and  ‘ 
efFeftual  work  of  God  upon  their  fouls.  Regene¬ 
ration  is  the  thing  without  which  a  title  unto  facra- 
ments  is  not  to  be  pretended.  Real  regeneration 
is  the  thing  which  before  God  renders  men  capable 
of  claiming  facraments;  and.vifible  and  expreffed^ 
regeneration  is  that  which  before  men  enables  us 
to  make  fuch  a  claim From  the  firft  planting 
of  the  country  to  1662,  none  were  allowed  to  come 
to  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper,  nor  to  bring  their 
infants  to  baptifm,  without  fuch  a  profelfion.  The 
fynod  of  that  year  opened  a  door  for  the  children 
of  church  members  to  bring  their  infants  upon  a 
lower  profeffioh  j  though  in  the  Maflachufetts  a 
profelfion  of  regeneration  was  ftill  held  to  be  nccef- 
lary,  in  order  for  coming  to  full  communion,  or 
having  a  vote  in  the  government,  either  of  church 
or  ftate.  This  was  elfential  to  the  nature  of  their 
plan,  of  a  holy  government,  in  imitation  of  the 
church  of  IfraeL  And  for  the  church  to  govern 
the  world,  for  good  men  to  govern  bad  ones, 
feemed  much  more  rational  and  fcriptural,  than  for 
the  world  to  govern  the  church  about  foul-guides, 
as  they  have  done  fince  :  Previous  to  which  the 
country  was  involved  in  moft  deplorable  circum- 
ftances.  Their  charter  loft;  their  fea-coafts  in- 
fefted  with  privateers  and  pirates,  and  their  fron¬ 
tiers  with  favage  enemies.  An  attempt  to  take 
Quebec  in  1690  was  defeated,  which  enraged  the 
enemy  the  more  againft  them,  and  alfo  involved 
the  country  in  a  heavy  debt ;  to  difeharge  which 
paper  money  was  firft  made  here,,  the  effefts  where¬ 
of  were  very  pernicious.  Officers  and  people  were 

greatly 
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o-reatly  divided  in  their  minds  about  the.  Caufes  of 
Thefe  calamities,  and  about  what  v/as  the  beft  way 
to  remove  them.  And  in  this  junfture  they  were 
alarmed  with  an  apprehenfion  that  the  powers  of 
hell  were  let  loofe  upon  them,  which  amazed  and 
confounded  them  inexpreflibly.  The  fcene  was 
introduced  in  the  following  manner : 

II.  A  VARIETY  of  books,  concerning  witch¬ 
craft,  had  been  publifhed  in  London  and  Bofton, 
which  were  difperfed  in  New-England.  And  near 
the  clofe  of  1691,  a  young  daughter  and  aneice  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Parris,  nainifter  of  Salem  village  (now 
Danvers)  with  two  other  girls  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  made  fuch  complaints  of  diftrefs  and  inju-- 
ties  upon  their  bodies,  that  a  phyllcian  pronounced 
them  bewitched.  Hereupon  an  Indian  woman* 
from  New-Spain,  that  lived  at  the  minifter’s  houfe, 
tried  fome  experiments  to  find  out  the  witch,  which 
Ihc  pretended  to  have  been 

country.  This  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  thofe 
children,  they  accufed  her  of  being  the  witch ;  of 
appearing  to  them,  and  pinching,  pricking  and  tor¬ 
menting  of  them.  Teachers,  rulers  and  people, 
were  fo  much  affedled  with  this  calamity,  as  to  keep 
days  of  fatting  and  prayer  for  its  removal ;  flrft  at 
faid  minitter’s  houfe,  next  in  the  village,  and  tlien^ 
through  the  Colony.  Such  nonce  being  taken  ot 
and  pity  fhown  to  thofe  children,  they  increafed 
their  complaints  i  and  others  advanced  like  accufa- 
tions,  not  only  againtt  the  Indian  w'oman,  but  aifo 
againft  two  other  old  women  in  the  place,  fo  that 
all  the  three  were  committed  to  prifon  on  March  i , 
1692.  And  this  noife  increafed,  and  inch  accuia- 
tions  fpread,  till  about  an  hundred  perfons  were 
imprifoned  on  that  account.  In  the  midft  of  wnich 
diftrefS;  on  May  14,  Sir  William  Phips?  the  Gover- 
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nor,  arrived  at  Bofton  with  their  new  charter,  in 
com^ny  with  Dr.  Increafe  Mather,  who  procured 
It.  1  he  Governor  and  Council  were  fo  much  con¬ 
cerned  tp  purge  this  growing  evil  from  the  land, 
that  they  did  not  wait  for  the  meeting  of  the  legif- 

T  conftituting  of  Courts  of 

Jultice  belonged,  but  conftituted  one  themfelves, 

whereof  Lieutenant-Governor  Stoughton  was  Prefi- 

dent,  and  by  their  fentence  one  woman  was  hanged  on 
June  lO;  and  by  September  22,  they  executed  feven 
men  and  thirteen  women  5  after  which  that  Court 
was  diflblved.  And  by  the  time  that  a  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  was  conftituted  according  to 
charter,  rulers  and  minifters  were  fo  far  convinced 
that  they  had  afted  upon  wrong  principles,  and  had 
alfo  admitted  the  teftimony  of  accufers  without 
lufRcient  care  and  caution,  that  all  the  reft  of  the 
accufed  were  either  acquitted  upon  trial,  or  par¬ 
doned  by  authority.  A  firft  principle  that  they 
afted  upon  in  thofe  condemnations  was,  that  God 
in  his  providence  would  not  fuffer  the  devil  to 
appear  to  and  affli6t  any  in  the  fhape  of  an  innocent 
peribn.  And  they  admitted  one  accufer  to  one 
inftance,  and  another  to  another,  of  thofe  fpeftoral 

make  up  two  witnefles.  They  alio 
who  would  confefs  themfelves  to  be  witches,  were 
admitted  as  witnefles  againft  others.  And,  fays  a 
gentleman  who  was  a  careful  obferver  of  thofe 
tranfa6tions,  Thefe  confeffors,  by  their  plaufible 
confeflions  and  accufations  of  others,  begetting  cre¬ 
dit,  have  been  a  great,  if  not  the  greateft  engine  of 
Satan  to  carry  on  the  accufing  and  apprehending  of 
others,  until  this  matter  came  to  fuch  a  height,  that, 
if  it  had  not.  been  (topped,  might  have  brought  the 
beft  Chriftians  in  the  country  under  the  imputation 
of  that  ^abomin^ion,  and  have  involved  all  in  con- 

‘  fufion 
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fufion  and  blood*.!’  Deplorable  indeed  was  the 
cafe  of  New-England  at  that  time ;  though  we  are 
alTured,  by  men  who  have  fearched  fully  into  the 
matter,  that  a  greater  number  of  perfons  were'exe- 
cuted  for  witchcraft  in  only  one  county  in  England, 
even  in  the  loofe  reign  of  Charles  the  fecortd,  than 
all  that  were  put  to  death  here  and  alfo  that  thefe 
executions  were  under  the  influence  of  laws  and 
precedents  from  thence  But  this  being  a  new 
countiy,  ifwas  more  taken  notice  of,  and  was  more 
feverely  felt  than  there. 

_  III.  We  cannot  find  that  theBaptifls  had  any  hand 
in  thofe  confufed  and  bloody  proceedings  j  yet 
much  pains  have  been  taken  to  turn  the  fame  againft 
them.  A  late  minifter  of  Danvers,  the  place  where 
thofe  delufions  began,  fays,  It  is  reported  of 
witches,  and  thole  that  hold  unlawful  commerce 
with  evil  fpirits,  that  in  order  to  their  entering  into 
confederacy  with  them,  they  are  folicited  to  re¬ 
nounce  their  baptifm,  even  though  received  in  in¬ 
fancy  ;  which  Ihews,  that  luch  a  renunciation  of 
baptifm,  which  Dr.  Gill  pleads  for  and, commends, 
is  matter  of  great  mpety\:\  What  Dr.  Gill  plead¬ 
ed  for,  was  the  renouncing  of  infant  Ipririklino-, 
and  the  praftifing  of  believer’s  baptifm,  accordii^ 
to  primitive  inftitution.  But  how  far  was  th5 
from  the  witchcraft  at  Danvers  or  Salem !  The 
plainefl:  inftances  of  any  mention  of  baptifm  there¬ 
in  were  as  follow.  In  the  examination  of  a  woman 
before  authority,  July  21,  1692,  were  thefe  quel- 
tions  and  anfwers,  viz.  “  Goody  Lacey !  how 
many  years  ago  lince  they  were  baptized  ?  A. 

Three 


•  A  modeft  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  witchcraft,  by  John 
Hale,  minifter  of  Beverly,  1697,  p.  78. 

X  Hale,  p.  25,  26,  69.  Hutchinfon,  vol.  z,  p.  l6„  22,  69, 

I  Clark  againft  CiU|  I7sz>  'p*  33- 
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Three  or  four  years  ago,  I  fuppofe.  Who 
baptized  them  ?  A.  The  old  ferpent.  How 
did  he  do  it  ?  A.  He  dipped  their  heads  in  the  wa¬ 
ter,  faying  they  were  hisy  and  that  he  had  power  over 
them.  Where  was  this  ?  A.  At  Falls  River, 
How  many  were  baptized  that  day  ?  A.  Some 
of  the  chief,  I  think  there  were  fix  baptized. 
Name  them.  A.  I  think  they  were  of  the  higher 
powers."*  Alfo  Capt.  Ofgood's  wife,  of  Andover, 
was  made  to  confefs,  that  fhe  with  others  had  been 
carried  through  the  air  to  a  certain  pond,  where 
the  devil  dipped  her  face  in  the  water,  and  made  her 
renounce  her  former  baptifm.  But  fhe,  with  five 
others  in  prifon,  gave  in  a  retraction  of  their  confef- 
fions  to  the  Court,  wherein  they  declared  that  they 
were  amazed  and  affrighted  out  of  their  reafon,  by 
fome  gentlemen  who  told  them  they  knev/  they  were 
witches,  and  therefore ,  they  affented  to  what  was 
Tuggefted  to  them,  as  the  only  w^ay  they  had  left  to 
fave  their  lives;  but  v/hen  they  came  to  be  better 
compofed,  they  profeffed  that  they  were  innocent 
and  ignorant  of  fuch  things.  And  fifty-three  of  their 
neighbours  gave  in  a  written  teftimony  to  the  Court, 
that  they  believed  this  to  be  an  honeft  retraction ; 
one  of  whom  was  Dudley  Bradftreet,  Efq;  Mr. 
Parris  and  other  minifters  were  very  officious  in 
thofe  examinations  of  perfonsaccufed  of  witchcraft*; 
and  fixty  years  after  Mr.  Clark  muff  bring  up  the 
fame,  to  prove  that  ‘‘  Renouncing  of  his  early  de¬ 
dication  muff  appear  fuch, an  inftance  of  impiety^  as 
to  a  confiderate  perfon  were  enough  to  put  a  ftop 
to  his  proceedings^  hov/  inclinable  foever  he  might 
be  to  thofe  principles  on  other  accounts jj.’*  Such 
methods  have  they  taken  to  frighten  people  from 

feeing 

^  HutcKinfon^s  hiHory,  y^h  P* 
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feeing  with  their  own  eyes,  and  frorn  acting  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  judgments,  in  the  great  concerns 

of  the  foul  and  eternity. 

« 

IV.  The  fecond  Maffachufetts  charter,  which 
was  dated  Oftobcr  7,  1691,  allowed  equal  liber¬ 
ty  of  confcience  to  all  Chriftians,  except  Papifts. 
The  firfl:  General  Court  under  it  met  at  Bofloa 
June  9,  1692,  to  whom  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  de¬ 
livered  a  fermon,  wherein  he  faid,  The  civil 
Magiftrate  is  mod  properly  the  officer  of  human 
fociety,  and  a  Chriftian,  by  nonconformity  to  this 
or  that  impofed  way  of  worfhip,  does  not  break 
the  terms  on  which  he  is  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
human  fociety.”  And  ten  years  after  he  publillied 
this  and  other  pafiages,  in  his  hiftory  of  New- 
England,  and  faid  he  would  thereby  ftop  the  noife 
about  perfecution  therein  But  how  could  that 
be  done  ?  for  he  faid,  The  General  Aflembly 
may,  by  their  afts,  give  a  dijiinguijhing  encou¬ 
ragement  unto  the  religion  which  is  the  general 
frofejjion  of  the  inhabitants  That  is,  may  em¬ 
power  fome  to  judge  for  others  about  worfhip,  and 
to  enforce  their  judgments  with  the  fword ;  which 
is  the  root  of  the  word  perfecutions  in  the  world. 
He  knew  that  fuch  afts  as  he  fpake  of  could  not  take 
place  here  without  the  royal  affent;  yet  faid  he  ^Ham 
verily  perfuaded,  that  the  nearnefs  of  our  depen¬ 
dence  on  the  crown  will  be  found  one  of  our  mod- 
glorious  advantages.”  His  reafon  therefor  is,  its 
giving  them  a. greater  fecurity  in  future  fliaking 
times.  But  experience  has  novr  demondrated,  that 
it  is  better  to  trud  in  the  Lord  than  to  put  confi¬ 
dence  in  Princes.  He  in  that  fermon  called 
Cambridge  college  A  river,  the  ftreaims  whereof 

made 
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made  glad  the  city  oC  Godfi”  which  method  of 
applying  thofe  words  of  divine  revelation  to  human 
fchools,  IS  doubtlefs  a  perverting  of  them ;  and  is 

tonb%nrl^^iir  ''  godlinefs  j  yet  now  a  freehold 
worth  forty  ihillings  a  year,  or  other  eftate  worth 

ntty  pounds  (which  was  foon  after  reduced  to  forty ^ 
gave  every  inhabitant  a  right  to  vote  for  legidators  • 
^d  an  Aflembly  fo  ele6ted,  in  their  feffion^t  Bofton* 
October  12,  1692,  enaded,— «  That  the  inha- 
oitants  of  each  town  within  this  Province  lhall  take 
due  care,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  conltantly  pro- 
Vided  of  an  able,  learned  and  orthodox  minifter  or 
miniiters,  of  good  converfation,  to  difpenfe  the 
word  of  God  to  them ;  which  minifter  or  minifters 
lhall  be fuitably encouraged, andfufficientlyfupport- 
ed  and  maintained,  by  the  inhabitants  of  fuch  town. 
And  all  contrads,  agreements  and  orders,  hereto¬ 
fore  made,  or  that  (hall  hereafter  be  made,  by 
the  inhabitants  of  any  town  within  this  Province, 
refpeding  their  minifters  of  fchool-mafters,  as  to 
their  lettlement  or  maintenance,  fhall  remain  good 
and  valid,  according  to  the'  true  intent  thereof, 
the  whole  time  for  which  they  were  or  fljall  be 
made,  in  all  the  particulars  thereof,  and  lhall  ac¬ 
cordingly  be  purfued,  put  in  execution,  and  ful¬ 
filled.  And  where  there  is  no  contrad  and  agree¬ 
ment  made  in  any  town,  refpeding  the  fupport  and 
maintenance  of  the  miniftry,  or  .  when  the  fame 
happens  to  be  expired,  and  the  inhabitants  of  fuch 
town  lhall  negled  to  make  fuitable  provilion 
therein,  upon  complaint  thereof  made  unto  the 
Quarter  Seflioo.s  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  where 
fuch  fown  lies,  the  faid  Court  Ihall^  and  hereby 

are 
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are  empov/crcd  to  order  a  competent  allowance 
unto  fuch  minider^  according  to  theeftatc  and  abi¬ 
lity  of  the  town,  the  fame  to  be  affeffed  upon  the 
inhabitants,  by  warrant  from  the  Court,  direfted 
to  the  Sele£l-Men,  v/ho  are  thereupon  to  proceed 
to  make  and  apportion  fuch  afleflment  in  manner 
as  is  diredled  for  other  public  charges,  and  to’ 
caufe  the  fame  to  be  levied  by  the  conftablcs  of  fuch 
town,  by  v/arrant  under  the  hands  of  the  Sele6t- 
Men,  or  of  the  town-clerk  by  their  order. 

Be  it  further  ena-fled,  that  where  any  town 
lhall  be  deilitute  of  a  minifter  qualified  as  aforefaid, 
and  lhall  lb  continue  by  the  fpace  of  fix  months, 
not  having  taken  due  care  for  the  procuring,  fet¬ 
tling  and  encouragement  of  fuch  a  minifter,  the 
fame  being  made  to  appear  upon  complaint  unto 
their  Majefties  Juftices  of  the  General  SeiTion's  of 
the  Peace  of  the  county,  the  faid  Court  ftiall  and 
hereby  are  empov/ered  to  make  an  order  upon  every 
fuch  defeftive  towm,  fpeedlly  to  provide  thernfelves 
of  fuch  a  minifter  as  aforeiaid,  by  the  next  feftions 
at  the  furtheft ;  and  in  cafe  fuch  order  be  not  com¬ 
plied  with,  then  the  faid  Court  fhall  take  effeblual 
care^to  procure  and  fettle  a  minifter  qualified  as 
aforefaid,  and  order  the  charge  thereof,  and  of 
fuch  minifter's  maintenance,  to  be  levied  on  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  fuch  town. 

And  it  is  further  enafted,  that  the  re- 
fpeftive  churches,  in  the  feveral  towns  within  this 
Province,  ft  all  at  all  times  hereafter  ufe,  exercife 
and  enjoy,  all  their  privileges  and  freedoms  re- 
fpefting  divine  worftip,  church  order  and  difei- 
pline;  and  ftall  be  encouraged  in  the  peaceable 
and  regular  profeffion  and  praftice  thereof. 

And  further  it  is  enacted,  that  every  minifler, 
being  a  perfon  of  good  converfation^  able;  learned 
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and  orthodox^  that  fhall  be  chofen  by  , the  major 
part  Oi  the  inhabitants  of  any  town,  at  a  town- 
meeting  duly  warned  for  that  purpofe  (notice  being 
given  to  the  inhabitants  fifteen  days  before  the 
time  of  fuch  meeting)  lhall  be  the  minifter  of  fuch 
town  5  and  the  whole  town  'Ibali  be  obliged  to  pay 
towards  his  fettlemcnt  and  maintenance,  each  man 
his  feveral  proportion  thereof/' 

They  had  here  entered  upon  a  new  and  untried 
fcencj  and  the  glaring  contradiftion  betwixt  the 
two  laft  paragraphs  of  this  law,  with  their  finding 
that  fome  towns  had  more  than  one  church  therein, 
as  alfo  that  Bofton  would  not  fubmit  to  it,  caufed 
the  AlTembly,  in  their  next  fefiion  of  February^  8, 
1693,  to  repeal  tliofe  two  paragraphs^  and  in  ad-- 
dition  to  the  reft  of  that  law  to  enaft,  That  each 
refpedtive  gathered  church,  in  any  town  or  place 
within  this  Province,  that  at  any  time  fhall  be 
in  want  of  a  minifter,  fuch  church  fhall  have 
power,  according  to  the  diredions  given  in  the 
word  of  God,  to  choofe  their  own  minifter/’ 
yet  not  to  fettle  him  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
majority  of  voters  in  town  affairs,  w’ho  ufually 
meet  therewith  for  worfhip ;  but  that  being  ob¬ 
tained,  then  ^^all  the  inhabitants  and  rateable  eltates 
lying  within  fuch  town,  or  part  of  a  town,  or 
place,  limited  by  law  for  upholding  the  public 
f  worfhip  of  God,  fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  in  pro¬ 
portion  towards  the  minifter’s  fettlement  and 
iupport.  Provided,  that  nothing  hereiu  con¬ 
tained  is  intended,  or  fhall  be  conftrued  to  ex¬ 
tend,  to  abridge  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  of  their 
accuftomed  way  and  praftice,  as  to  the  choice 
and  maintenance  of  their  miniflers." 

V.  Here  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  like  caufesmiay 

ever  be  expected  to  produce  like  effects#  One  of 

our 
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our  moft  efTential  rights  is  not  to  be  taxed  where  we 
are  not  reprefented.  And  it  is  moft  certain,  that 
a  civil  legiflature  are  not  our  religious  reprefcnta- 
tives ;  and  in  order  then  to  tax  the  country  to  re¬ 
ligious  teachers,  they  were  abridged  of  the  rights 
which  Bofton  would  not  part  with.  So  when  Go¬ 
vernor  Hutchinfon  was  purfuing  the  fcheme,  in 
1769,  of  having  America  taxed  by  Britain,  he  laid, 

“  there  muft  be  an  abridgement  of  what  are  called 
Englifli  liberties.”  But  the  bloody  effefts  of 
that  attempt,  are  a  loud  warning  to  all  after  ages. 
The  AiTembly  went  on,  in  faid  law,  to  empower 
the  rateable  inhabitants  of  any  town  where  no 
church  was  gathered,  to  call  and  fettle  a  minifter, 
by  the  advice  and  diredtion  of  three  neighbouring 
ordained  minifters,  who  fhould  be  fupported  as 
others  were ;  and  alfo  to  enadt,  that  if  any  town  or 
place  negledfed  to  obey  thefe  lawSjtheirSeledf-Men, 
or  other  officers,  fhould  be  convented  before  their 
county  Court,  and,  upon  convidtion  of  fuch  negledf, 

'  be  fined  Forty  Shillings  for  the  firft  offence,  znd 
Four  Pounds  for  every  after  convidlion.  As  a  fruit 
of  which,  a  v/arrant  was  fent  from  Briftol  Court, 

requiring  the  town  of  Swanzey  to  clicofe  a  mini¬ 
fter  according  to  law.”  The  totvn  met  upon  it 
Auguft  28,  and  adjourned  to  Odtober  17,  1693, 
when  they  concluded  to  report  to  the  Court,  that 
Elder  Samuel  Luther  was  their  minifter*.  He 
was  ordained  paftor  of  the  firft  church  there,  July 
2'2,  1685,  bv  the  affiftance  of  the  Eiders  EIull  and 
Emblen,  of  Bofton.  And  the  rulers  of  Plymouth 
Colony  liad  publicly  owned  him  in  that  office ;  one 
inftance  wfiereof  take  as  follows. 

“  VI.  At  a  Court  of  Affiftants  held  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  the  firft  Tuefdav  of  Auguft,  1690;  it  being 

manifeft 

^  Swanzey  town  records. 


manifeft  that  the  Lord  our  God  calls  his  poor  peo¬ 
ple  m  this  wildernefs  to  great  humiliation  and 
mourning,  for  thofe  awful  tokens  of  his  difpleafure 
that  are  upon  us,  and  our  manifold  fins,  the  pro¬ 
curing  caufe  thereof,  the  Governor  and  Council 
do  therefore  commend  it  to  all  the  churches  of 
,  Ood  and  people  in  this  Colony,  to  fet  apart  and 
obferve  the  laft  day  of  this  inftant  as  a  day  of  fo- 
iemn  falling  and  prayer,  wherein  to  deprecate  thole 
heavy  judgments  impending,  and  to  intreat  the 
Lord  to  take  away  all  our  iniquities,  and  receive  us 
graciouHy  ;  Particularly  that  God  would  profuer 
the  Agents  of  the  country  in  their  weighty  ne<^o- 
Gianon  in  the  other  England  ;  that  our  addrefs  may 
be  accepted  with  our  Lord  the  King,  and  we  may 
have  a  fettled  efcablidnnent  of  our  ancient  liber¬ 
ties  and  privileges,  lacred  and  civil;  that  God 
■V'/oulo  call  back  the  cominihion  he  hath  given  to 
the  iword  of  the  enemy  to  be  drawn  amon?  us, 
and  dnect  and  manage  all  the  counlels  of  his  ler- 
vants  in  this  dark  and  difficult  day  of  war,  and 
give  luccels  in  the  deftrutcion  of  our  adverlaries, 
and  reftore  peace  to  us ;  that  contagious  and  afflic¬ 
tive  diltreiTes  may  be  removed ;  that  the  neceffities 
of  the  poor  may  be  fupplied,  and  the  judgment  of 
fcarcity  and  famine  prevented  ;  and  that  God  would 
blefs  the  labours  of  our  hands,  and  give  both 
feedtime  and  harvelt ;  and  that  in  a  way  of  humi¬ 
liation  and  reformation  we  may  be  prepared  to  meet 
God,  and  wait  for  him  in  the  way  of  his  judgments, 
and  that  mercy  may  be  the  latter  end  of  alf  liis  dif- 
penlations  to  us. 

Per  order  of  the  abovefaid  Court, 

Samuel  Sprague,  Recorder.” 

iV/?* .  Samuel  Luthey,  Jllder  oj'  the  church  of 

Stvanzey,  for  him  to  communicate  to  the 

^  — _ _ 


church  and  congregation  there. 
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Vir.  This  I  carefully  copied  from  the  original, 
preferved  in  Elder  Luther’s  family;  and  Briftol 
Court  could  not  be  ignorant  of  his  being  thus  owned 
as  the  fettled  minifter  of  Swanzey ;  yet  this  attempt 
rnuft  be  made  for  the  other  denomination,  though 
they  have  never  been  able  to  fet  up  their  worlhip 
in  that  town  to  this  day.  A  fecond  Baptift  church 
was  formed  therein,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Barnes  was 
ordained  paftor  ofit  in  1693.  It  may  be  fervicea- 
ble  to  enquire  into  tl'iC  reafon  of  their  being  fo 
much  better  treated  vdien  under  Plymouth  govern¬ 
ment,  than  they  were  after  they  were  incorporated 
with  the  Maflachufetts. 

Plymouth  people  were  taught  in  Holland,  that 
the  church  was  the  fchool  wherein  Chrift  trained 
up  his  minifters ;  though  they  were  far  from  de- 
fpifing  human  learning  in  its  place.  One  of  their 
proofs  was  the  14th  chapter  of  the  firft  epiftle 
to  the  Corinthians ;  upon  which  their  learned  paf¬ 
tor,  Mr.  Robinfon,  made  the  following  remarks. 
Says  he,  That  the  Apoftle  in  this  chapter  directs 
the  church  in  the  ufe  of  extraordinary  gifts,  is 
moft  evident :  Neither  will  I  deny  but  that  the 
officers  are  to  guide  and  order  this  adtion  of  pro- 
phe/ying,  as  all  other  public  bufinefs,  yea,  even 
theie  wherein  the  brethren  have  greateft  liberty : 
But  that  be  intends  the  eftabliffiing  of,  and  fo 
takes  order,  and  gives  diredtion  for  an  ordinary 
conftant  exercife  in  the  church,  even'  by  men 
out  of  office,  I  do  manifeft  by  thefe  reafons, 
(i.)  Becaufe  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  the  miniftration 
of  a  gift  or  grace,  common  to  all  perfons,  as  well 
brethren  as  minifters,  ordinary  as  extraordinary, 
and  that  at  all  times,  which  is  love-,  as  alfo  of 
fuch  fruits  and  effedts  of  that  grace,  as  are  no  Icfs 
common  to  all  than  the  grace  itfelf,  nor  of  left 

continu- 
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continuance  in  the  churches  of  Chrift,  to  wit,  of 
edification,  cxpoTtation  and  cornfiort,  ver.  compared 
with  i  Thef.  V.  II,  14.  ,  (2.)  In  ver.  oj,  he 
permits  all  toprophefiy,  and  fpeaks  as  largely  of  pro- 
phefying  as  of  learning,  and  receiving  comfort.  But 
'  left  any  Ihouldobjeft,  may  women  alfo  prophefy  ? 
the  apoftle  prevents  that  objecftion,  and  it  may  be 
reproves  that  diforder  amongft  the  Corinthians, 
ver.  34,  by  a  flat  inhibition,  enjoining  them  ex¬ 
prefly  to  keep  filence  in  the  church,  in  the  prefence 
of  men,  to  whom  they  ought  to  be  fubjeft,  and  to 
learn  at  home  of  their  hufbands,  and  not  by  teach¬ 
ing  men  to  ufurp  authority  over  them,  i  Tim. 
;i.  II,  12,  which  men  in  prophefying  do  lawfully 
ufe.  (3.)  Now  in  that  Paul  forbids  women^  he 
gives  liberty  to  all  men,  gifted  accordingly,  op- 
pofing  women  to  men,  fex  to  fex,  and  not  women 
to  ofiicers,  which  were  frivolous.  And  again,  in 
reftraining  women,  he  fliews  his  meaning  to  be 
of  ordinary,  not  extraordinary  prophefying ;  for 
women  immediately  and  extraordinarily  infpired 
might  ^  fpeak  without  reftraint,  Exod.  xv.  20, 
Judg.  iv.  4,  Luke  ii.  36.  (4.)  The  prophets  Iiere 
fpoken  of  were  not  extraordinary,  becaufe  their 
^  ^  me  3  were  to  he  judged  by  other  prophets,  and 

their  fpir its  to  be  JuhjeSt  unto  the  fipirits  of  others, 
ver.  29,  3d  ;  w'hereas  the  dodlrines  of  die  extraor¬ 
dinary  prophets  were  neither  fubjedt  to  nor  to 
be  judged  by  any  j  but  they,  as  the  Apoftles,  be¬ 
ing  immediately  inlpired,  were  the  foundation  upon 
which  the  church  was  built,  JeJus  Chrijl  himjelf 
being  the  chief  corner  Jlone,  Eph.  ii.  20,  and  iii.  5. 
(5.)  The  apoftle  makes  a  prophet  and  a  man 
Jpiritual  all  one,  whom  he  further  deferibes,  not 
by  any  extraordinary  gift,  but  by  that  common 
Chriftian  grace  of  fubmiffion  unto  the  things  he 

writes. 
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writes,  as  the  commandments  of  the  Lord :  Unto 
whom  he  oppofeth  a  man  wilfully  ignorant,  ver.  37 , 
38,  teaching  us,  that  he  doth  not  meafure  a  pro¬ 
phet,  in  this  place,  either  by  the  office  of  miniftry, 
or  by  any  extraordinary'  prophetical  gift,  but  by 
the  common  Chriftian'  gift  of  fpiritual  difcerning. 
(6.)  It  is  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  by  the 
apoftle,  that  a  bijhop  mujl  be  apt  to  teach,  and  that 
fuch  elders  or  bilhops  be  called  as  are  able  to  ex-- 
hcrt  with  found  doSlrine,  and  to  convince  the  gainjayers. 
Now  except  men,  before  they  be  in  office,  may  be 
permitted  to  manifeft  their  gifts,  in  doSirine  and 
prayer,  which  are  the  two  main  works  requiring 
fpecial  qualification  in  the  teaching  elders,  how 
fhall  the  church  (which  is  to  choofe  them)  take 
knowledge  of  their  fufficiency,  that  with  faith  and 
good  confcience  they  may  call  them,  and  fubmit 
unto  them  for  their  guides  f  ?” 

VIII.  Now,  as  the  church  of  Plymoujth  had  al¬ 
ways  aded  upon  thefe  principles,  it  was  eafy  for 
them  to  look  upon  Elder  Luther  as  a  minifter  of 
Chrift,  whofe  church  was  of  the  fame  mind  about 
that  point  of  gofpel  order.  But  a  minifter  of 
chief  note  among  the  Maftachufetts  fays,  That 
cuftom,  of  the  prophefying  of  private  brethren^ 
was  not  obferved  in  any  of  the  churches  of  New^ 
England  befides  themfelves :  The  minifters  of  the 
refjxiftive  churches  there  not  being  fo  well  fatisfied 
in  the  way  thereof  as  Mr.  Robinfon  was.  The  moft 
judicious  and  leading  elders  among  faid  churches, 
as  Mr.  Cotton,  &c.  that  were  not  abfolutely  againft 
the  thing,  were  yet  afraid  that  the  v/antonnefs  of 
the  prefent  age  would  not  well  bear  fuch  a  liberty 
as  that  great  light  of  thefe  churches  exprefled,  to 

a  per- 


+  Rgbinfon  agfmil  Bernard,  p.  236,  237. 


a  perfoji  of  great  quality,  to  whom  he  bore  no  fmall 
rcipccc,  a  few  hours  before  he  departed  this 

fays,  “  It"  is  apparent,  both'  in 
the  Icnptures  and  eccleflaftical  writers,  that  not 
only  pride  and  contention,  but  herefy,  and  almoft 
all  other  evils,  have  fprung  from  the  officers  and 
governors  of  the  church.  And  furely  nothing 
hath  more  informer  days  advanced,  nor  doth  a° 
this  day  more  uphold  the  throne  of  Antichrift,  than 
the  people’s  difeharging  themfelves  of  the  care  of 
public  affairs  in  the  church,  on  the  one  fide,  and 

the  prieffs  and  prelates  arrogating  all  to  themfelves 
on  the  other 

IX.  Two  brethren  of  Plymouth  church  were 
ordained  paftors  of  other  churches  in  1694.  One 
of  them  was  Mr.  Jonathan  Donham,  who  was 
ordained  at  Edgarton,  on  Martha’s  Vineyard.  The 
other  was  at  Middleborough,  fourteen  miles  weft 
of  Plymouth.  About  fixteen  families  began  to 
plant  here  a  little  before  Philip’s  war  j  who  moved 
away  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  returned  again 
after  it  was  over  5  and  Mr.  Samuel  Fuller  preached 
to  them  till  a  church  was  conftituted  amo^ng  them 
this  year,  and  he  was  ordained  their  paftor.°  The 
fettlement  of  Dartmouth  began  about  the  fame  time 
with  Middleborough,  and  their  firft  teacher  was 
alfo  from  Plymouth,  but  not  in  the  fame  wav. 
His  name  was  John  Cooke,  who  was  a  deacon  in 
Plymouth  church  for  fome  years ;  but  was  caft  out 
of  it  in  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Reyner’s  mihiftry 
there,  who  left  them  in  November,  1654.  It  is  faid 
that  Cooke  was  excommunicated  for  having  been 
the  author  of  much  diffention  and  divifion,  and  for 

after- 


J.  Hubbard, 
f  *  Robinfgn,  p.  204* 


•s  -•.V  ' 


[i69S-]  of  NEW-EN  gland.  17 

afterwards  running  into  fedtarian  and  Anabaptiftical 
principles.  And  alfo  that  Reyner’s  removal  was 
partly  occ'afioned  by  the  unfettlednefs  of  the  church, 
“Too  many  of  the  members  being  leavened  with 
prejudices  againft  a  learned  miniftry,  by  means 
of  JeSlaries  then  fpreading  through  the  land*.” 
Some  light  concerning  them  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  fads.  Plymouth  church  took  much 
pains  to  obtain  learned  paftors,  if  they  were  other- 
wife  well  qualified ;  but  they  refufed  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  human  fchools  forminifters,  or  to  compel 
the  world  to  fupport  them.  They  laboured  hard 
to  get  the  learned  Mr.  Charles  Chauncy  to  fettle , 
as  a  colleague  with  Mr.  Reyner ;  but  Mr.  Chauncy 
could  not  confent  to  it,  becaufe  gofpel  baptifm 
appeared  to  him  to  be  dipping,  and  that  fprinkling  for 
baptifm  was  unlawful,  as  their  church  records  wit- 
nefs.  In  1650  a  feparation  commenced  at  Re- 
hoboth,  becaufe  Mr.  Newman,  their  minifter,  with 
fix  others,  alTumed  all  the  power  of  church  govern¬ 
ment  to  themfelves,  under  the  name  of  “  The 
church  reprefentativej.”  For  this  ufurpation  a 
number  of  the  church  withdrew,  and  fet  up  wor- 
Ihip  by  themfelves ;  and  the  minifters  tried  hard  to 
move  Plymouth  Court  to  fupprefs  them  by  force, 
but  could  not  prevail  therein.  Thefe  people  foon 
after  became  Baptifts ;  and  one  of  them  was  molt 
lhamefully  and  cruelly  perfecuted  the  next  year  at 
Bofton.  By  fearching  into  thefe  matters,  Mr.  Dun- 
ftar,  Prefident  of  Harvard  college,  was  brought 
openly  to  renounce  infant  bapiifin.  And  feeing 
the  temper  which  was  difcovered  in  the  Mafia- 
chulTetts,  he  removed  into  Plymouth  Colony,  the 

.  B  very' 

*  Plymouth  regifter,  p.  i,  -*3.  ’  ' 

t  Cbrke’s  narrative,  p.  24.  ■ 
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Very  year  that  Reyner  moved  out  of  it;  as  feveral 
other  minifters  alfo  did  about  that  time,  becaufe 
they  could  not  bring  Plymouth  rulers  into  the 
“ufe  of  tax  and  compulfion  for  their  fiipport.  ( Vol. 

p.  2,82— 284,  ,320,)  And  though  Reyner  ex¬ 
communicated  Cooke,  yet,  not  being  able  to  bring 
the  church  into  all  his  meafures,  he  left  them,  and 
robbed  them,  of  their  church-records,  which  they 
never  recovered ;;  fo  that  what  records  Plymouth 
church  now  lias,  were  afterwards  collefted  from 
memory  and  private  writings.  Thefe  fadts  may 
help  the  reader  in  forming  a  judgment  of  what 
Cooke’s  fedlarian  principles  were,  and  alfo  how  he 
came  by  them.  His  poflerity  inform  me,  that  he- 
was  a  Baptift,  and  that  he  preached  the  dodrine  of 
eledlion,  with  the  other  doftrines  of  fovereigri 
grace,  in  Dartmouth  for  a  number  of  years.  And 
it  appears  by  Mr,  Samuel  Hubbard’s  letters,  that 
a  Baptift  church  was  formed  upon  the  weft  borders 
of  Dartmouth,  m  the  year  1685,  wherein  Hugh 
Mofier  and  Aaron  Davis  were  principal  leaders  ; 
which  church  is  continued  by  fucceffion  to  this 
day ;  though  the  Quakers  are  the  moft  numerous 
of  any  one  fed  in  that  town. 

X.  On  Aiiguft24,  1695,  the  church  of  Middle- 
borough  was  bereaved  of  their  beloved  paftor^iet.  66 ; 

A  great  lofs  to  the,  place,  faid  Mr.  Cotton,  he 
being  a  fincere  godly  man,  and  ufefuhpreacher.” 
JMr.  Ifaac  Culhman,  another  member  of  Plymouth 
church,  was  invited  to  fucceed  him ;  but  havino*  a 
call  at  Plym ton  (betwixt  here  and  Plymouth)  at^e 
^ame  time,  he  accepted  it;  and  was  ordained. there 
in  1698*;  and  was  continued  a  great  bleffing  to 

them 

Mr.  John  Cotton,  above  referred  to,  vvas  fon  to  the  famous 
Ciimller  gf  that  nawc  in  He  was  ttunifter  at  Plymouth 

about 
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them  for  about  forty  years.  But  thirteen  minifters, 
in  and  near  Bofton,  publifhed  a  letter  of  advice  to 
the  churches,  dated  December  28, 1699,  in  the  8th 
pao-e  of  which  they  reprefent  it  to  be  zjejuitical prin- 
iiple  for  any  to  hold,  “  That  illiterate  men  rnay  be 
ferviceable  and  admirable  preachers.”  This  with 
other  things  moved  their  churches  to  look  only  to 
colleges  for  minifters  ‘for  a  long  time  after.  In  the 
mean°while,as  the  empowering  the  world  tocontroul 
the  church  in  the  choice  of  paftors  was  an  untried 
path  to  them,  it  took  them  three  years  to  find  out 
what  to  do,'  when  a  parifti  did  not  concur  with  the 
church  therein.  But  when  the  Afiembly  met  at 
Bofton,  May  29,  1695,  they  enafted,  that  in  fuch  a 
cafe  the  church  flaould  call  a  council  of  three  or  five 
neio-hbouring  churches,  who  Ihould  decide  the  con- 
troverfy  thus :  If  the  council  approved  of  the  per- 
fon  elefted,  the  parilh  mull:  fubmit  and  fupport  him  ; 
if  not,  then  the  church  muft  give  up  their  choice, 
and  call  another  minifter,  and  in  this  method  they 
have  proceeded  ever  fince.  And  it  may  be  fervice¬ 
able  to  hear  the  judgment  of  a  number  of  their 
moft  eminent  men,  about  the  ftate  of  religion  in 

New-England  in  thofe  times. 

% 

about  30  years,  till  contentions  about  the  above  points  of  church 
order  occafioned  his  difmiffion,  by  advice  of  a  council  in  1697, 
and  the  next  year  he  went  and  gathered  a  Congregational  church 
•in  Charleftown,  South-Carolina,  where  he  died  mUch  lamented 
September  18, -1699.  Plymouth  regipr,  p.  21,  22. 
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A  CHURCH  history 

c  H  A  P.  II. 

I.  Declenfions  defcribed  and  lament¬ 
ed,  by  Mr.  Prince.  2.  Willard 

andTorre)r.  3.Mitchel.  4.  Ma¬ 
ther.  3.  W^illard..  6.  Stoddard’s 
Errors.  7.  Epifcopal  Society  in- 
_corporated.  8.  Arbitrary  Laws 
and  Propofals.  9.  Quakers  At¬ 
tempts  againft  them.  10.  Some 
Revival,  and  fome  Baptift  Letters. 

11.  Other  Churches  corrupted. 

12.  And  enflaved.  13.  Oppofi- 
tion  thereto  at  Norwich.  14.  A 
few  T hings  concerning  the  Baptifts. 

E  learned  and  pious  Mr,  Tj^omas  Prince 
^  fays,  The  fecond  generaTOn  rifing  and 
growing  thick  on  the  ftage,  a  little  after  1660, 
there  began  to  appear  a  decay ;  and  this  increafed 
,to  1670,  when  it  grewvifible  and  threatening,  and 
was  generally  complained  of  and  bewailed  bitterly 
by  the  pious  among  them ;  and  yet  much  more 
to  1680,  when  but  few  of  the  firfl:  generation  re¬ 
mained.’"  One  of  his  proofs  hereof  is  what  Mr. 
William  Stoughton  delivered  in  an  eleftion  fermon 
at  Bofton,  April  ^9,  1668  ;  when  he  faid,  The 
death  and  removal  of  the  Lord’s  eminent  fcrvants, 
in  one  rank  and  in  another,  hath  manifefted  the 
lie  in  many  of  us?  Whilft  they  lived,  their  piety 

and 
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and  zeal,  their  light  and  life,  their  counfels  and 
authority,  their  examples  and  awe,  kept  us  right, 
and  drew  us  on  in  the  ways  of  God,  to  profefs  and 
praftife  the  bell  things.  But  tiow  they  are  gone, 
ah !  how  doth  the  unfoundnefs,  the  rottennefs  and 
hypocrify  of  too  many  among  us  make  itfelf  knorwn, 
as  it  was  with  Joafh  after  the  death  of  Jehoiadajj  T' 
Other  of  his  proofs  are  in  vol.  1.  p,  405,  406. 

II.  In  1680  Mr.  Willard  faid,  Be  fure,  when 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  fpiritual  good  of  your 
brother  requires  it,  that  you  carry  on  your  reproofs 
to  conviction.  There  are  fome  things  that  arife 
only  from  fudden  paffion,  and  there  a  tranfient 
rebuke  may  be  enough :  Other  things  may  be  de¬ 
liberate,  and  men  are  led  into  them  more  gradu- 
'  ally ;  they  may  alfo  be  eminently  reproachful  to 
religion,  and  a  dangerous  fnare  to  the  fouls  of  them 
that  are  tempted ;  our  connivance  in  fuch  cafes 
may  not  only  blemifh  our  profeffion,  but  be  a 
great  hazard  to  it  alfo.  “  At  fuch  times,  and  in  fuch 
cafe,  you  hreak  your  covenant  li  you  fuffer  fin  in 
your  brother,  without  ufing  all  the  means  which 
Chrift  hath  prefcribed,  and  in  the  order  he  hath 
prefcribed  them,  till  the  end  be  obtained.  If  pri-^ 
vate  admonition  followed  with  gentlenefs  and  pa¬ 
tience  will  not  gain,  but  they  ftill  perfifl:  in  evil 
courfes,  or  are  not  humbled  for  fuch  faults,,  you 
muft  proceed  by  fteps  as  far  as  Chrift  has  bid  you. 
And  I  believe  there  is  no  one  thing  wherein  the 
covenant  is  more  univerfally  broken,  than  in  ne- 
gleCt  of  this  duty  5  and  if  the  ufe  of  thefe  ordinances 
fhall  once  come  to  ceafe  among  the  churches,  and 
the  fins  of  church  members  be  not  regularly  fup- 

prefled, 

1[  Chriftian  hifl.  vol.  i.  p.  94,  05.  In  1671  Mr.  Stoughton 
was  elefted  into  the  Council,  and  he  died  there  Lieut.  Gov.  in 
170^. 
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prefled,  by  reafon  of  the  unfaithfulnefs  of  brethren, 
religion  will  languilh',  and  the  power  of  godlincfs 
fail.  It  is  not  the  extending  of  the  covenant  to 
Chriftians  (as  fome  dream)  but  the  negledt  of 
covenant  duties  towards  them,  that  is  like  to'  be 
the  bane  of  our  profeffion,  if  any  thing.  Eli 
indulged  his  fons,  and  one  profeflbr  indulgeth 
another ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  if  this  were 
fearched  to  the  bottom,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
original  of  it  is  felf-indulgence,  and  that  when 
men  wink  at  fcandals  in  their  brethren,  it  is  be- 
caufe  they  expeft  the  like  in  way  of  retaliation : 
And  if  things  once  come  to  this  pafs,  let  any  fober 
and  prudent  man  conjefbure  whether  this  be  not 
the  way  to  cherijh  apojia/y.”  Dr.  Increafe  Mather, 
in  the  preface,  gave  a  fpecial  recommendation  of 
this  palTage*.  Three  years  after  another  of  their 
fathers,  who  was  minifter  at  Weymouth,  delivered 
a  fermon  before  their  Legiflature,  which  he  called, 
plea  for  the  life  of  dying  religion ;  wherein  he  faid, 

“  There  is  already  a  great  death  upon  religion, 
little  more  left  than  a  name  to  live. — Confider  we 
then  how  much  it  is  dying  refpefting  the  Being  of 
it,  by  the  general  failure  of  the  work  of  Conver¬ 
sion  ;  whereby  only  it  is  that  religion  is  propagat¬ 
ed,  continued,  and  upheld  in  being  among  any 
people.  As  converting  work  doth  ceafe,  fo  doth 
religion  die  away;  though  more  infenfibly,  yet 
moft  irrecoverably.— -How  much  is  it'  dying,  re- 
Ipefting  the  vifible  profelTion  and  praflice  of  it, 
partly  by  the  fornaalty  of  churches,  but  more  by 
the  hypocrify  and  apoftaiy  of  formal  hypocritical 
profeflbrsS  ?” 

III. 

-t  Willard  on  covenant  keeping,  p.  no,  iii. 

§  Torres’s  a|  Bgftgn;  M^y  i6,  1683,  p.  ix. 
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III.  The  life  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Mitchcl  wns  pub- 
lifhed  in  16,97  ;  and  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  dedicated 
this  work,  which  his  fon  had  compiled,  to  the  church 
and  college  at  Cambridge ;  to  whom  he  faid, 

Owen  has  evinced,  that  the  letting  go  this  principle, 
that  particular  churches  ought  to  confift  of  regene¬ 
rate  Persons,  brought  in  the  great  Appstasy 
of  the  Chrittian  church.  The  way  to  prevent  the 
like  apoftafy  in  thefe  churches,  is  to  require  an^ 
account  of  thofe  that  offer  themfelVes  to  com¬ 
munion  therein,  concerning  the  work  of  God  on  their 
foulsy  as  well  as  concerning  their  knowledge  and 
belief.— Mr*  Mitchel  fays,  the  over-enla.rging  of 
full  communion,  or  admiffion  of  perfons  thereto, 
upon  flight  qualifications,  without  infilling  upon 
the  practical  and  fpiritual  part  of  religion,  will  not 
only  lofe  the  power  of  godlinefs,  but  in  a  little 
time  bring  in  profanenefs,  and '  ruin  the  churches^ 
thefe  two  ways.  i.  Election  of  minifters  will  loon 
be  carried  by  a  formal  loofer  fort.  2.  The  exer- 
cife  of  difeipline  will  by  this  means  be  rendered 
impoffible.  Difeipline  falling,  profanenefs  rifeth 
like  a  flood  ;  for  the  major  part  wanting  zeal  againft 
■  fin,  will  fofter  licentioufnefs.  It  is  not  fetting  dowm 
good  rules  and  direftions,  that  will  falve  it;  for 
the  fpecification  of  government  is  from  men,  no^ 
from  laws.  Let  never  fo  good  a  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  be  agreed  upon,  it  will  foon  degenerate,  if 
the  inflruments  that  manage  it  be  not  good§.’' 
When  Mr.  Mitchel  wrote  this,  about  1664,  he 
had  no  idea  of  pallors  being  elected  in  New-Eng- 
land  by  any  others  but  communicants ;  and  gives 
thefe  weighty  reafons  againft  admitting  fuch  upon 
flight  qualifications,  which  Dr.  Mather,  then  Pre- 
fident  of  the  college,  endeavoured  to  enforce. 

IV^ 

S  Said  dedicafign;  p.  16,  17. 
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.  1700  Mather  publifhed  aaother 

book,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  churches  ofChrid 
in  New-England  3  to  whom  he  faid,  ^^The  Con¬ 
gregational  church  difcipline  is  not  fuited  for  a 
worldly  intereft,  or  a  formal  generation  of  profeffors. 
It  will  ftand  or  fall  as  godlinefs,  in  the  power  of  it 
does  prevail,  or  otherwife:  That  there  is  a  c^reat 
decay  of  the  power  of  religion  throughout  all  New- 
®pS^^hd  is  lamentably  true ;  if  that  revive,  there 
will  be  no  fear  of  departing  from  the  holy  difcipline 
of  the  churches  of  Chrift,— -If  the  begun  apoftafy 
fhould  proceed  as  faft,  the  next  thirty  years,  as  it  has 
done  thefe  laft,  furely  it  will  come  to  that  in  New- 
England  (except  the  gofpel  itfelf  depart  with  the 
order  of  it)  that  the  moft  confcientious  people 
therein  will  think  themfelves  concerned  to  gather 
churches  out  of  churches/*  He  goes  on  to  caution 
and  warn  them  againft  many  evils  3  one  of  which  is 
a  dull  formality  in  relations  of  experiences,  in  order 
for  admifTion  to  communion^  And  he  then  fays. 
There  are  reports,  as  if  in  fome  churches  perfons 
have  brought  written  relations,  firfl:  to  the  minifter 
and  then  to  the  church,  which  were  not  of  their 
own  diftating,  but  devifed  by  others  for  them.  I 
hope  thefe  reports  have  nothing  of  truth  in  them  3 
but  if  they  have,  I  am  fure  that  fugh  liars  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft  have  exceedingly  provoked  the  Lord.’* 
Another  evil  which  he  warns  the  churches  againft, 
is  admitting  any  but  communicants  to  vote  for 
paftors  3  and  he  cites  A6ts  i.  26,  vi.  2 — 5,  xiv,  23, 
to  prove  that  God  has  plainly  given  this  privilege 
To  the  brethren  of  particular  churches  3”  and  de- 
'  dares  it  to  be  Simonical  to  affirm,  that  this  facred 
privilege  may  be  fnrehajed  with  money This^ 

tefti- 

^  Vindication  of  the  Qrto  gf  ihg  gofpQl  ^  N?w-Eiigland,  P*  ^ 
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teftimony  was  then  given  by  one  of  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  minifters  in  the  land,  who  had  been  Prefident 
of  Harvard  college  about’ twenty  years;  but  by 
unfair  nleans  he  wa$  removed  from  that  office  the 
next  year^. 

V.  Mr. 'Willard  alfo  publiffied  a  difeourfe  in  the 
vear  1700, .intituled,  ^The perils  of  the.times  dijplayed \ 
in  which  he  faid,  That  there  is  a  form  of  godlinefs 
among  us  is  manifefl ;  but  the  great  enquiry  is, 
whether  there  be  not  too  much  of  a  general  denying 
of  the  power  of  it :  Whence  elfe  is  it,  that  there  be 
fuch  things  as  thefe  that /follow  to  be  obferved? 
that  there  is  fuch  a  prevalency  of  fo  many  im¬ 
moralities  among  profeflbrs  ?  that  there  is  fo  little 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  ?  how  few  thorough  conver- 
fions  to  be  obferved,'  how  fcarce  and  feldom  ?— It 
hath  been  a  frequent  obfervation,  that  if  one  gene¬ 
ration  begins  to  decline,  the  next  that  follows 
ufually  grows  worfe,  and  fo  on,  until  God  pours 
out  his  fpirit  again  upon  them.  The  decays 
which  we  already  languiffi  under  are  fad ;  and  what 
tokens  arc  on  our  children,  that  it  is  like  to  be, 
better  hereafter?  God  be  thanked  that  there  are 
fome  among  them  that  prqmife  well ;  but  alas,  how 
doth  vanity  abound  arnong  them  !  How  do  young 
profeflbrs  grow  weary  of  the  ftrift  profeffion  of  their 
fathers,  and  become  difputants  for  the  things 
which  theft  progenitors  forfook  a  pleafant  land  for 
the  ^avoidance  of?''  And  forty  years  after  Mr. 
Prince  faid,  We  have  been  generally  growing 
worfe  and  worfe  ever  fincef." 

VI.  Tfte  greateft  evils  that  our  fathers  came  here 
to  avoid,  were  the  mixture  of  worthy  and  unworthy 
communicants  in  the  churches,  and  the  tyranny  of 

F  fecular 

♦  His  life,  p.  173^, 
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fecular  and  miniitenal  Courts  over  them ;  but  thei'e 
evils  were  now  coming  in  like  a  flood  upon  New- 
^ngland.  A  church  was  formed  in  Brattle-llreet, 
iiolton,  in  1699,  with  a  profeffed  defign  of  not 
requiring  fuch  a  ftrift  profcffion  of  communicants 
as_  their  fathers  did.  And  Dr.  Coleman,  their 
mmifter,  was  judged  to  have  the  chief  hand  in 
publilhing  an  anonymous  anfwer  to  Preftdent  Ma¬ 
ther  s  vindication  of  their  former  order.  And  a 
difcourfe  was  printed  in  London,  in  1700,  wrote 
by  Mr  Solomon  Stoddard,  of  Northampton,  where¬ 
in  he  blends  the  Jetviih  and  Chriftian  dilpenfations 
together,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  hold,  that  as  all 
were  circumcifed  were  obliged  to  keep  the 
pauover,  fo  that  all  who  were  baptized  ouo^ht  to 
come  to  the  Lord’s  fupper,  yea,  <•  ThoogS  thiy 
know  themfelves  to  be  in  a  natural  condition.”  •  And 
by  confounding  the  work  of  Jewilli  and  Chriftian 
officers  together,  he  allerted  that  the  power  of  ad¬ 
mitting,  cenfuring,  and  reftoring  of  members,  is 
wholly  mvefted  in  the  elders,  fo  that  “  The  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  church  are  not' to  intermeddle  with  it." 
When  any  of  them,  though  they  were  unjuftly 
dealt  with,  they  might  appeal  to  a  claffical,  pro¬ 
vincial  and  national  judicature.  And  lays  he,  A 
national  fynod  is  the  higheft  ecclefiaftical  autho¬ 
rity  upon  earth. — Every  man  muft  Hand  to  the 
judgment  of  the  national  lynod,  Deut.  xvdi.  laj." 

,  TiinsE^  are  tlie  words  of  a  minifter  of  great  note 
in  New-England,  whofe  doflrine  has  had  an  exten-  ' 
Eve  Ipread  therein  ever  fince.  Yet  thefe  are  fomc 
of  the  main  principles  that  formerly  brought  on  the 
Antichriftian  apoftafy;  and  no  text  in  the  bible 
could  be  more  aptly  turned  to  favour  their,  blood v 
perfecutions,  than  the  pne  here  brought  to  prove 

his ' 

t  SWddard  pn  inftiiutjd  cIiMf.hcj,  p,  iz,  zx,  zg,  jj. 
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his  laft  point.  For  it  fays^  ^he  man  that  •will  dt) 
^refumptHou[l)\  and  will  not  bearien  unto  tbo  priefi^^  or 
unto  the  judge y  eveyi  that  man  Jhall  die.  The  prieft 
was  to  explain  God^s  law,  and  the  judge  was  to  carry 
the  fame  into  execution.  This  is  the  very  paflage 
that  the  minitters  brought  in  1668,  to  prove  that 
the  Baptifts  inBofton  ought  to  be  banifhed  (voL  i* 
p.  385.)  But  Dr.  Owen,  in  his  piece  upon  tolera¬ 
tion  in  1648,  truly  obferved,  that  as  Gbd  v/as  the 
head  and  lawgiver  of  that  nation,  idolatry,  blafphe- 
my,  or  feducirig  of  others  from  his  worfliip,  were 
capital  crimes ;  and  that  applying  of  thofe  laws  to 
cafes  of  worfliip  or  difeipline  in  other  nations, 
v/ith  the  infliftion  of  any  other  punifhment  than 
death,  w^as  nothing  but  arbitrary  proceedings.  To 
which  I  may  add,  that  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fouls  who 
are  horn  agahiy  are  all  the  priefts  that  are  named  in  the 
new  teftament,  i  Pet.  i.  23,  ii.  5,  and  the  name 
is  never  applied  therein  to  officers,  in  diftinftion 
from  other  faints.  Men  who  have  tried  to  take  the 
powTr  of  church  government  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  faints,  in  particular  churches,  have  never  been 
able  to  fix  any  rational  bounds  to  it  elfewhere.  A 
fynod  of  each  nation  is  the  bounds  that  Mr.  Stod-* 
dard  propofed  in  this  piece,  but  would  exclude  the 
Englifli  bifliops  therefrom,  becaufe  they  are  not 
chofen  by  the  church,  but  the  State  f ;  but  they 

were  for  other  meafures. 

VIL  When  his  book  was  publiffied  In  London, 
a  fmali  Ifpifcopal  fociety  in  Bodon  w^as  the  only  one 
of  that  denomination  in  all  New-Eng!and.  ^  But  on 
June  16,  i/Ot,  a  charter  w^as  procured,  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  a  fociety  to  propagate  (wdiat  they  called)  the 
gofpcl  lu  foreign  parts.  And  they  fent  over  naif- 
fionaries,  and  got  their  matters  in  fuch  forwardnefs, 

in 

■f  Ibid.  p.  30. 
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^s  to  obtain  an  order,  from 

nilS™?'*'"*’’''' “i  in  fpeedy  accom- 

prevented  it  by  the  hidden  death  of  Queen  Anne 

did^o^  f  ’  "r’  fucceeding  Princes 

did  not  fee  caufe  to  revive  that  fcheme*  In  1701 

^  minifters  in  this  Province  pubJifhed 
heir  teftimony  for  the  ancient  order  of  thefe 
churches,  and  againft  growing  declenfions  and  cor- 
rupppns  r  namely,  Mr.  John  Higginfon,  of  Salem, 

afed  So  Hubbard  f,  of  Ipfwich, 

aged  80,  wherein  they  give  their  particular  appro¬ 
bation  of  Prefident  Mather’s  vindication  of fhat 

1  j  Mather  publilhed  another  book, 

intituled.  The  glory,  departing  from  New-England  j 

wherein  he  fays,  ,«  Alas  !  what  a  change  is  there  in 
that  which  hath  been  our  glory !  What  a  glorious 
prefence  of  .Chrift  was  there  in  all  his  ordinances  ! 

and  willingly  declared  what 
God'  had  done  for  their  fouls ;  and  there  were  ad- 
ded  to  the  churches  daily  fuch  as  Ihould  be  faved, 
■Inhere  IS  fad  caufe  to  fear,  that  greater  departures 
of  Ac  glory  are  haftening  upon  us :  Neither  our 
civil  nor  ecclefiaftical  date  is  ever  like  to  be  what  it 
pneewasf.’^ 

MaflachufetK  Legiflature,  who  met 
Qctober  i^,  1702,  made  a  long  preamble  about 
feme  irrehgious  towns,  that  refufed  or  neglefted  to 
receive  and  fupport  orthodox  minifters ;  upon  ■ 
which  they  added  anoth^  jaw  to  empower  Ae 
'  Copnty  Courts,  after  fining  fuch  ^elTors  as  did 


not 


T  hiftomn  to  often  quoted.- 
,  j  See  Wife’s  works,  p.  68-^74. 
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not  fulfil  their  orders,  to  appoint  others  to ,  do  if> 
and  then  to  procure  a  warrant  from  two  Tufticesof 
the  Quorum,  requiring  the  conftables  of  delinquent 
towns  or  diftrifts  to  colled  fuch  taxes.  Upon  the 
fame  penalty  as  for  other  taxes :  And  the  fines  im- 
pofed  upon  delinquent  officers  were  to  go-  to  par 
thefe  new  alfelTars  for  their  fervice  j  and  tire  minif- 
ters,  who  W'cre  thus  fupported,  were  then  contriving 
to  get  a  clafiical  judicature  eflablifhed  over  the 
churches.  They  drew  up  propofals  for  aflbcia- 
tions  to  be  formed  in  each  county,  who  fhould  have 
the  power  of  licencing  candidates  for  the  miniftiy, 
and  of  dire6ting  particular  focieties,  in  the  call  and 
fettlement  of  minifters ;  to  which  was  to  be  added 
a  Handing  Council,  whofe  fentence  Ihould  be  final 
and  decifive,  but  not. without  the  concurrence  of 
the  majority  of  the  pallors  prefent.  A  number  of 
minifters  figned  thefe  propofals  November  5,  1705, 
an  hundred  years  to  a  day  after  the -gunpowder 
plot  was  to  have  blown  up  the  Parliament  in  Weft- 
mi  nfter.  They  were  fent  round  for  others  to  fio-n, 
in  order  to  their  being  prefented  to  the  Legiflaturc! 
But  Mr.  John  Wife  had  been  fo  well  taught,  by  the 
briers  and  thorns  of  tyranny  (vol.  i,  p.  518)  that, 
inftead  of  figning  them,  he  wrote  a  lharp  anfwcr 
to  them ;  and  though  he  was  forced  to  fend  into 
another  Colony  to  get  it  printed,  yet  their  defign 
was  defeated  thereby.  ,  The  ancient  church  of  Ply¬ 
mouth  changed  their  way  of  receiving  members, 
from  verbal  to  written  relations,  in  this  month  of 
November,  1705*. 

IX.  Dartmouth  and  Tiverton,'  where  the 
Quakers  were  the  majeru/  were  put  to  trouble, 
from  time. to  time,  becaufe  they  did  not  receive 

and 

*  Plymguth  regifter,  p,  jt. 
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•  C^amy’s  abridgement,  p.  671. 


and  fupport  fuch  minifters  as  others  called  ortho- 
,dox;  and  they  alfo  met  with  ill  treatment  elle- 
where.  Ah  old  law  was  in  force  in  Connefticut, 
intituledj  Heretics,  which  forbid  any  town  or 
perfon  to  entertain  any  Quaker,  upon  penalty  of 
Five  Pounds  a  week,  and  required  that  they  fliould 
be  imprifoned  and  fent  out  of  the  Colony:  That 
none  fhould  hold  unneceflary  difeourfe  with  them, 
upon  penalty  of  Twenty  Shillings :  That  none,  ex¬ 
cept  rulers  and  minifters,  ftiould  keep  any  Quaker 
books,  upon  penalty  of  Ten  Shillings,  and  that  all 
fuch  books  fliould  be  fupprelTed ;  and  that  no  maf- 
ter  bf  any  veflTel  fliould  land  any  Quakers,  without 
carrying  them  away  again,  under  the  penalty  of 
Twenty  Pounds.  And  though  this  law  w'as  not 
rigoroufly  executed,  yet  it  was  not  repealed ;  there¬ 
fore  their  friends  in  London  made  application,  in 
1704,  to  the  Prefbyterian,  Congregational,  and 
Baptift  minifters  there,  defiring  that  as  they  would 
fhew  themfelves  friends  to  equal  liberty,  they  would 
ufe  their  influence  in  their  favour,  and  apply  to  the 
Queen  for  a  repeal  of  faid  law.  This  was  thought 
not  to  be  fo  agreeable,  as  to  try  for  a  reformation 
in  New-England ;  and  therefore  faid  minifters  in 
London  wrote,  to  fome  minifters  of  influence  here, 
a  letter  to  be  communicated  to  others,  wherein 
they  faid,  We  cannot  but  judge  it  difagreeable 
with  the  fpirit  and  principles  of  the  gofpel,  and  an 
encroachment  upon  the  divine  Prerogative  and  ■ 
the  undoubted  rights  of  mankind,  to  punifli  any 
for  their  confeientious  and  peaceable  diflent  from 
the  cftablilhed  way  of  religion,  while  they  are  not 
juftly  chargeable  livith  any  immorality,  or  what  is 
plainly  deftrudive  of  civil  fociety*.”  But  as.  that 

law 
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law  was  not  repealed  here,  the  Queen  and  Coun¬ 
cil  repealed  it  Oftober  1 1,  1705  ;  a  copy  of  which 
a6t  was  publifhed  by  John  Rogers,  of  New-Lon- 
don,  foon  after ;  and  the  fame  is  in  a  late  hiftory*. 

X.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1705,  fuch  a 
revival  of  religion  was  granted  in  Taunton,  in  the 
county  ofBriftol,  as  turned  the  minds  of  the  people 
there  in  general  from  vain  companies,  and  many 
immoralities,  to  an  earneft  attention  to  religious 
worflhp  and  converfation§.  Some  things  of  like 
nature  appeared  in  Bofton,  and  in  feveral  other 
places.  About  the  fame  time  Elder  Valentine 
Wightman,  from  North-Kingftown,  went  and  fet¬ 
tled  at  Groton,  feven  miles  north  of  New-London, 
where  he  became  paftor  of  the  firfl;  Baptift  church 
in  Connefticut.  For  fome  years  they  were  opprefTed 
by  the  ruling  party;  but  in  his  latter  days  they 
enjoyed  liberty,  and  alfo  much  of  a  divine  bleffing. 
He  miniftered  there  to  good  purpofe  fqr  more  thmi 
forty  years,  and  died  June  9,  1747,  as  his  I'on  who 
fucceeds  him  informs  me.  Their  brethren  at  Bof¬ 
ton,  being  delEtute  of  a  paftor,  wrote  again  to  Eng¬ 
land  for  help,  from  whence  a  number  of -minifters 
fent  them  the  following  anfwer. 

“  ‘To  the  church  of  Chrift,  baptized  on  profejfton  of 
their  faith  y  in  B  oft  on.  New -England.  ; 

“  Dear  Brethren, 

“  London,  March  17,  1706-7, 

“WE  are  heartily  concerned  for  you^  fince 
we  have  heard  of  your  being  deftitute  of  a  paftor  ? 
and  are  fo  much  the  more  troubled,  becaufe  we 
cannot  think  of  a  minifter,  who  is  at  liberty,  pro¬ 
per  for  you.  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  you  find  fo 

much 
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muchktndnels  among  the  minifters  of  aflothef  dc- 
nominationj  that  they  are  willing  to  affift  youj'and 
Ihould  more  rejoice  to  hear  you  had  a  minifter  well 
qualified  of  your  own  perfuafion;;  but  at  prefent 
wo  can  ferve  you  no  otherwife  than  to  pray  for  you 
that  you  may  have  an  agreeable  fettlement :  That 
you  may  increafe  both  in  knowledge  and  grace,  and 
may  adorn  the  do^rine  of  our  God  and  Saviour, 
by  a  holy  converfation.  So  pray,  dear  brethren, 
your  brethren  and  fervants  in  the  gofpel  of  Tefus 
Chrift,  ^ 

Ncabaniel  Wjles,  Richard  Adams y 

Richard  PaAceSy  John  Piggotty 

JoJeph  Stennetty  Benjamin  Stlnton, 

•  Nathaniel  Hodges,  Richard  Allen.” 

Jofeph  MaJierSy 

The  Baptift  church  which  was  formed  at  Kit- 
tery  in  1682  (vol.  i,  p.  505)  returned  again  to 
their  connexion  with  the  church  at  Bofton,  and  Mr. 
Drown  moved  there,  whofe  fon  Shem  v/as  long  fer- 
viceable  in  the  office  of  Deacon  among  them.  El¬ 
der  Screven  went  to  South-Carolina,  to  whom  the 
church  at  Bofton  now  wrote  ;  and  on  June  2,  1709, 
he  returned  an  anfwer,  wherein  he  faid,  “  Dearly 
beloved,  this  may  inform  you,  that  I  have  many 
thoughts  of  heart  about  you,  and  am  much  con¬ 
cerned  for  you  ;  and  hope  I  may  fay,  my  prayers 
are  to  God  for  you,  though  I  am  not  with  you  ;  nor 
can  I  come  as  I  was  inclined  to  do,  our  help  being 
taken  from  us  ;  for  our  minifter  who  came  from 
England  is  dead,  and  I' can  by  no  means  belpared. 

I  mufl;  fay  it  is  a  great  lofs,  and  to  me  a  great  dif- 
appointment,  but  the  will  of  the  Lord  is  done.  I 
have  longed  to  hear  that  you  was  fupplied  with  an 
able  minifter,  who  might  break  the  bread  of  life 
among  you  *  but  if  the  Lord  do  not  pleafe  to  fup- 
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ply  you  in  the  way  you  expeded,  your  way  will  be 
to  improve  the  gifts  you  have  in  the  church.  Bro¬ 
ther  Callender  and  Joleph  Ruflell  I  know  have  mfe 
that  may  tend  to  edification,  if  improved  :  I  tMnlc 
you  Ihould  call  one  or  both  of  them  to  it.”  They 
did  fo  to  Mr.  Callender,  as  appears  by  a  letter  from 
Charleftown,  South-Carolina,  to  him,  of  A’uguft  6, 
1708,  which  mentions  it;  and  the  letter  clofes 
thus  :  “  I  have  been  brought  very  low  by  ficknefs ; 
but  I  blcfs  God  I  was  helped  to  preach  and  admi- 
nifter  the  communion  laft  Lord’s  day,  but  am  ftill 
weak.  Our  fociety  are  for  the  moft  part  in  health, 
and  r  hope  thriving  in  grace.  We  are  about  ninety 
in  all.  I  reft  your  afFedtionate  brother  and  fellow- 
labourer,  in  the  beft  of  fervices,  for  the  beft  reward,  ' 

William  Screven.” 

XI.  We  muft  now  confider  how  error  had  a 
further  fpread  in  this  country.  Mr.  Stoddard' 
pLibliflied  a  fermon  from  Exod.  xii.  47,  48,  where¬ 
in  he  fays,  “  A  minifter  who  knows  himfelf  unrege¬ 
nerate,  may  neverthelefs  lawfully  adminifter  bap- 
tifm  and  die  Lord’s  fupper.  Men  who  are  defti- 
tute  of  faving  grace  may  preach  the  gofpel,  and" 
therefore  adminifter  and  fo  partake  of'  the  Lord's  ' 
fupper.”  Prefident  Mather  anfwered  him  in  1708, 
when  he  faid  of  this  paflage,  “  I  am  miftaken  if  in  ■ 
this  logic  there  is  not  fophiftry.”  But  the’mifery 
of  both  of  them  was,  an  entanglement  in  an  in- ' 
confiftent  fcheme.  The  advocates  for  the  half¬ 
way  covenant  in  1662  faid,  we  know  of  no  ftrong- 
er  argument  for  infant  baptifm  than  this,  that 
church  members  are  to  be  baptized  (vok  i,  p. 
335)  3nd  now  Stoddard  fays,  The  facramcnt  is' 
a  converting  ordinance  to  church  members  only,  ■ 
and  not  for  other  men.  The  children  of  God’s 
people  Ihould  be  baptized,  which  are  generally  at 

G-  that 
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that  time  in  a  natural  condition''  Upon  which  his 
opponent  lays,  We  are  to  judge  as  charitably  oi 
the  child  as  we  do  of  the  parent :  We  baptize  them 
as  being  difciples  and  believers,  and  vilibly  be¬ 
longing  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  Dr.  Goodwin 
fays,  the  infants  of  believers  are  the  furefi  fart  of 
the  churched' 

How  imperfedl  is  human  knowledge  !  Stoddard 
publilhed  a  reply  in  1709,  wherein  all  his  argu¬ 
ments  turn  upon  thefe  points,  viz.  That  if  un-. 
fanftified  perfons  might  lawfully  come  to  the 
palfover,  then  fuclr  may  lawfully  come  to  the 
Lord's  fupper ; — and  they  v/ho  convey  to  their 
children  a  right  to  baptilm,  have  a  right  themfelves 
to  the  Lord's  fupper,  provided  they  carry  inof- 
fenfivelyf."  He  could  plainly  fee  that  there  was 
no  half  way  in  the  Jewifh  church ;  and  his  op¬ 
ponent  could  fee  as  plainly,  that  fruits  meet  for 
repentance  were  required  in  order  tor  baptifm,  even 
of  fuch  as  were  in  the  covenant  of  circumcifion. 
But  as  tradition  had  taught  them  both  to  build 
the  Chriftian  church  upon  that  covenant,  neither 
of  them  could  aft:  confiftently  thereon  ^  though 
they  were  two  of  the  moft  eminent  miniftcrs  then 
in  New-England.  Moft  of  their  fuccetfors  have 
held  fall  their  errors,  but  not  their  virtues.  And  as 
thefe  things  lliew  how  the  churches  were  corrupted, 
fo  what  fdlows  difcovers  how  they  were  enflaved. 

XII.  The  third  Governor  Winthrop  died  Nov. 
ay,  1707,  upon  which  a  fpecial  meeting  of  the 
Aflembly  of  Connefticut  was  called  on  December 
ly,  to  choofe  them  another  Governor.  By  a  lavv 

then  in  force,  he  was  to  be  elefted  out  of  a  certain 

number 


*  Said  fermon,  p.  13,  27.  Mather’s  anfwer,  p.  6g. 
*f-  Appeal  io  the  learned,  p.  50,  89. 


'V 


[1708.]  OF 


M  E  W-EN  G  I.  AN  D.  35 


of  men  in  previous  nomination ;  but  they 
Stover  Aoii  Lin,  a-'i  d'S"!  an  ordn.ned 
^  InilK'r  of  New-London  for  their  Governor  i  v-ho, 
Ten  rtey  fan  ,n  account  of  ir  to  him  read.ly 
quitted  the  folcmn  charge  of  fouls, 

rnos  i  ter“  Wch  they  repealed  the  law  that 

rhev  had  before  broken,  and  enacted  that  for  the 
they  ^  be  chofen  out  of  any  of 

future  the  Lrovernor 

the  freemen.  Mr.  Gordon  Har- 

Tvlaffachufetts  magiltraw,  ^  ”  j  ofen  and- 

vard  college,  was  the  Governor  thus 

bv  annual  ekaions  he  was 

for  fixteen  years.  He  was  a  .Pf 

he  exerted  all  his  influence  to  raife  n^iniltenal  powc 

a,  high  as  pofltble.  He  *Xturf  wteVell 
and  prefented  them  to  their  L^p  notice  of-  for 
rmfrnntural  form  was  foon  taken  notice  ot ,  lui 

t7X::or  a  text  of  feripture  in  the  whole  feha^ea 

Perceiving  that  it  could  not  be  "^^^foilowing 
withdrawn  without  much  nolle,  and  1  S 

,„ethod  was  taken  to  carry  h.s  “  f 

r,  ryot  whiX.  ■■  This  Affembly,  from  ter 
oi’„  obfcrvation,  and  from  the  romp'amt  of 
odicrs  beinv  made  fenfible  of  the  defea,  of  the 

difcipline  ofahe  churches  of  this  ^ 

;nfT  frnm  the  want  of  a  more  explicit  allerting 
Is  °  ven  fo"  bat  end  in  the  holy  feriptures  from 
l^richVould  anfe  a  firm  f  t«blilhm=nt  amon#  our- 
fclves,  a  good  and  regular  .Hue  ,n  cafes  Mdett  to 
ecclefiaftkal  difcipline,  glory  to  Chrift  our  h  d^ 
and  edification  to  his  members*,  hath 

.  Chatch  .ad  Sun  ...  hw?  “V-" rf  cS 
members  of  the  civil  coimnwnity.  ““  memDcrs 

*iijd  he  their  head. 
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fame  ordained^ and’requiid^  authority  of  the 

the  churches,  in  the  feverlf^'  miniflers  of 

metit,  ihalj  meet  together  at 

"7”®’ J^ith  fuch  mekngeVs  i  ?hf  ?K f 

which  they  belono-n, oil  r  the  churches  to 

on  the  laft  Monday  in  jSe 

and  agree  upon  thofe  methods  and  r'ul?  ‘T 

^em  ihall  be  iudord  which  by 

to, the  word  of  God  •  and*^^  ^  conformable 
^ng.^ppoint  twoor  moreof  fh^'  meet- 

^^Jegates*  who  n  number  to  be  their 

«  dS  »8«h=f  M  Saybrook 

fcvaral  comti£"SomTZ  ?'  “V"®'"  "" 

?  form  of  ccclefiaftical 

an/,b  '°  A'foo’MyfeeirS^Dtro 
out  of  thTcoir  ‘*’p*  meetings  was  to  be  borne 
od ,  an?  tf,?i?„^o^“7-  order  was  oC 

•ember  9.  ,e™  ^ore^d  ?  %'>™ok,  Sep- 

was  co„%f;fi  tSy' r "f  "-I 

t^radded  “  Lo"!i'>".  'fJO.  a^d, 

cipline,  wi4h  were  rhl  f  Pn^ermng  church  dif- 

dried,  wbb  feripmr^ eS“ 

5""  “  much  'to™  e  p“”fe  as 
many  they  brought.  Their  fecond  article  ^wHch 

rtTviz.  «“"e,  is'in  there 


ing 
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ing  to  each  other  fuch  affiftance  as  may  be  requi- 
fite,  upon  ALL  Occasions  ecclesiastical  :  And 
r  Particular  paftors  and  churches,  within  the 
relp^dtive  counties  in  this  government,  lhall  be  one 
confociation  (or  more  if  they  lhall  judge  meetl  fo' 
the  end  aforefaid,  Pfalm  cxxii.  j — cxxxiii.  1* 

hrrh  l\^  A  .CL*.  _  v  - 


6,  22,  2J,  I  Tim, 


Eccl;  iv.  9—12,  Adts  XV. 

14,  I  Cor.  xvi.  i/* 

The  firft  of  thefe  texts  fpeaks  of  Princes  or 
tneir  thrones,  and  not  of  church  officers.  Anc 
when  we  come  to  the  antetype  of  Aaron  and  David’s 
line,  we  hnd  none  therein  but  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
repnerate  iouls.  Officers,  as  diftinguiffied  from 
o  her  faints  in  the  Chnllian  church,  are  never  called 
pneits  nor  Kings  in  the  new  teftament.  And  fa^d 
an  eminent  father  of  New-England,  «  The  order 
officers  in  the  church  is  an  order  of fervants,  and 

church) /mV/g-  the  thrones 
vf  David  for_  judgment,  whom  the  minifters  are  to 
lerve,  in  guiding  and  going  before  them  in,,  and 

Judgments*.”  Their  fecond 

tLi,  p  of  brethren  under  our  great 

liigh  Pneft,  who  moll  explicitly  excludes  all  ftriv- 
ng  about  who  fnall  be  the  greateft  from  his  kino-- 

luSofp^ 

urpok.  The  fourth  gives  an  account  of  the  meet- 
®  requeft  of  another  two 

f  S  ^  occafion,  and  not 

churches  upon  all 

L  1  Y  Prophecy y  and  of  orders  given  to  the 

iinS“  authoritjr  J  and  until  ordinary 

undlers  can  prove  that  they,  as  .fitch,  are  Princes 


Robinfon  againft  Bernard,  p.  227, 


on 
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on  thfeir  th'rortes,  and  are  endowed  with  apoftolic 
authority  over  the  churches,  we  may  lafely  conclude, 
that  the  above  application  of  fcriptures  was  a  per¬ 
verting  of  them  from  their  genuine  meaning  and 
defign.  Yet  thereby  two  kinds  of  judicatures  were 
let  up  over  the  churches.  The  one  called  confo- 
eiations,  confiding  of  minifters  meeting  in  their 
own  pcrfbns,  and  t  hutches  by  their  melTengers, 
whereof  each  church  may  lend  one  or  two,  though 
the  want  of  them  is  not  to  invalidate  the  a<5ts  of  any 
Council ;  but  none  of  their  acT:s  are  efteemed  valid 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  majority  of  the  paf— 
tors  prefent.  They  are  the  Handing  council  within 
each  circuit  upon  all  occafions  ecclcfiaftical,  thoug 
in  cafes  of  fpecial  difficulty  they  may  call  the  next 
confociation  to  fit  and  acl  with  them.  They  aie 
to  have  a  new  choice  of  meflengers  and  modera¬ 
tors  once  a  year,  if  not  dftener,  and  the  laft  mo  e- 
rator  is  to  call  a  new  meeting  when  it  is  judged 
proper.  Tlieir  fentence  is  to  be  final  and  deci- 
fve.  Their  other  judicatures  are  called  alfocia- 
ti0ns,which  are  meetings  of  minifters  by  themfelves 
in  each  circuit,  as  oftca  as  they  think  proper,  to 
liear  and  anfwer  queftions  of  importance,  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  licence  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  to. 
receive  complaints  from  individuals  or  focieties, 
and  to  direft  to  the  calling  of  the  Council  to  try 

the  fame,  when  they  judge  PJOF’" ! 
ftitute  churches  in  calling  and  fettling  op  , 
and  to  make  complaint  to  their  Legiflature  again 
fuch  as  they  judge- to  be  negligent  qf  tlieir  duty  in 
that  refpeft.  And  each  affociation  fends  a  delega  e 
or  two  to-  a  general  affociation  once  a  year,  from  all 

^^Th°s^  ffh^mfwas  wtTntroduced  without  glaring 

deceit ;  For  their  fourth  article  fays,  “That  accord- 

ing 
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ino-to  the  common  p-aiJice  ot  our  churches,  nothing 
lhall  be  deemed  an  ad  orjudgment  of  any  Councd 

which  hath  not  the  major  part  of  " 

concurring,  and  fuch  a  number  of  the  nneffengers 
nrefent,  as  makes  the  majority  of  the  Council. 
Whereas  this  praftice  was  _fo  far  from  being  com¬ 
mon,  that  it  was  an  innovation  then  made,  direa  y 
fubverfive  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  ^^^ew- 
England  churches  ;  as  we  are  affured  by  Mr.  Wife, 
DrrMather,and  others.  No  man  knew  better  what 
thofe  principles  were  than  Mr.  Thomas  Hoolter,  tlie 
firlt  rninifterof  Hartford;  and  he  is  full  m  it,  .hat 
though  it  is  expedient  on  fpecial  occafions  to  call 
councils  or  fynods,yet  that  elders  ad  therein  as  com- 
miffioners  fent,  and  not  as  paftors  ;  and  that  Qther 
meflengers  fent  have  equal  power  with  them  .  oap 
he,  ‘‘  God  hath  Jet  officers  in  the  church,  ^  ^or.  xn, 
-28  therefore  the  church  is  before  officers An 
from  Matt,  xviii.  15,  and  i  Cor.  v.  le,  he  con¬ 
cludes  “  That  each  man  and  member  of  theuoci- 
ety,  in’  a  juft  way,  may  be  direaed,  confured,  re¬ 
formed,  or  removed,  by  the  power  of  the  who  e, 
and  each  may  and  fhould  jud^e  with  the  confent  of 
the  whole  ;  This  belongs  to  all  the  members,  and 
therefore  to  any  that  ftiall  be  in  officcj  ^ 

members.  They  are  fuperior  as  officers,  when  they 
keep  the  rule  ;  but  inferior  as  members,  and  m  lub- 
jeeftion  to  any  when  they  break  the  rul^  thriffi 
pave  fome  to  he  paJlors,Jome  to  be  teachers,  .^^one, 

, out  of  his  fupreme  and  regal  power,  dothfurniffi 
them  with  graces  and  abilities,  appoints  the  work-, 
lays  out  the  compafs  thereof,  the  manner  of  dilpen- 
fing,  and  the  order  and  bounds  of  their  difpenla- 

tion.”  Andhe  obferves,  that  to  remove  the  power  of 

cenlure 


•  Survey  of  church  difcipliuc,  part  i.  p.  ii9< 
I  Page  91, 


..  -4^-  -/j, ' ;"  -4 'ir  •  .•i:J''--'V^:t5^.-r’r/j 

_•  ,■.  .rify.  'V'-,^’  ,  •.  ‘  .  — J*-  rwW'ff 

'  r«  -/;'•'>  -k"  t*  ■  ' 


40  A  CHURCH  History 

the^Sree  firfl  r  in 

will  ever  hf  r?’  there 

will  ever  be  another*.  Says  he,  »  The  truth  is 

SThrarieiT'''"  " 

Sace  f  nri^J  ^^e  third 

place,  If  private  council,  or  the  witnefies'  of  two 

W  feemed  to  proceed  too  Iharplv.  If  di^! 

P/-«^^"ding,  the  Council  of  other 
^hurches  Ihould  be  fought  to  clear  the  ti-uth;  but 

Chrfft'^nlaf  ^o^g^egation  where 

Ohrift  placed  it.  The  churches  fent  them  and 

weTelrair  Yet  now  the  churches 

ere  n^  allowed  the  pov/er  to  fay  whether  their  mi- 

ftnf  or  not ;  and  the  re- 

'^ofore  the  LegiHature 
of  Oftober  14,  lyog,  they  faid,  «  This  AfTembly  do 
declare  their  great  approbation  of  fuch  a  happy 
agreement, and  do  ordain  that  all  the  churches  with¬ 
in  this  government,  that  are  or  fhall  be  thus  united 
in  doftnn^e  worlhip  anddifcipline,  be,  and  for  the 
Juture  lhall  be  owned  and  acknowledged  eftablilhed- 
by  law.  Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  lhali 
e  intended  and  conftrued,  to  hinder  or  prevent  an’^ 
lociety  or  church,  that  is  or  iliall  be  allowed  by  the 
laws  of  this  government,  who  foberly  differ  or  dif- 
fent  from  the  united  churches  hereby  eftablilhed 
from  exercifing  worlliip  and  difcipline  in  their  own 
way,  according  to  their'  confciences.”  Thus 
j  was  this  new  fcheme  eftabliflied,  and  all 
others  declared  to  be  no  more  than  allowed  or 
tolerated. 

XIII.  Mr,  John  Woodward,  another  Cam¬ 
bridge  fcholar,  was  then  minifter  of  Norwich  .} 

and 

*  Page  188,  190,  232,  238, 

$  Part  4,  p.  19,  47. 
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and  he  loon  got  and  read  off  to  his  congregation 
the  firft  part  of  this  aft,  but  without  the  provifo. 
Richard  Bufhnel  and  Jof^ph  Backus,  Efquires, 
who  had  oppoled  that  fcheme  in  the  Affembly^ 
informed  their  church  of  the  liberty  they  had  to 
diffent  from  it ;  but  the  minifter  carried  a  major 
vote  againft  them ;  therefore  thofe  reprefentatives^ 
and  other  fathers  of  the  town,  withdrew  from  that 
tyranny,  and  held  worfhip  by  themfelves  for  three 
months.  For  this  the  minifter  and  his  party  cen- 
fured  them  3  an  account  of  which  being  fent  to 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Affembly,  they  were  ex¬ 
pelled  therefrom.  Hereby  we  rnay  fee  how  far 
corruption  had  prevailed  in  our  land.  For  in  1 641, 
three  years  after  the  firft  taxing  law  for  minifters 
was  made  in  New-England,  a  law  was  made  at 
Bofton,  which  faid,  No  church  cenfure  fhall 
degrade  or  depofe  any  man  from  any  civil  dignity,' 
office  or  authority,  he  fhall  have  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth^.’'  How  much  more  equitable  was  this^ 
than  another  law  in  Connefticut  ?  which  faid, 

Whatfoever  perfohs  ffiall  on  the  Lord’s  day, 
under  any  pretence  whatfoever,  aflemble  them- 
feives  together  in  any  of  the  public  meeting-houfes, 
provided  in  any  town,  parifh  or  fociety,  for  the 
public  worfhip  of  God,  without  leave  or  allowance 
of  the  minifter  and  congregation  for  whofe  ufe  it 
was  provided,  and  be  thereof  convift,  every  fuch 
perfon  fhall  incur  the  penalty  of  Ten  Shillings 
for  every  fuch  offence.  Nor  lliall  any  perfons  ne- 
gleft  the-  public  worfhip  of  God  in  feme  lawful 
congregation,  and  form  themfelves  into  feparate 
companies  in  private  houfes,  on  penalty  of  Ten 
Shillings  for  every  fuch  offence.”  This  part  con¬ 
cerning  feparate  meetings  caufed  fore  exercifes 

H^  .  to 

£  hw-begk,  printed  1672,  p,  44. 
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to  rpany  rerious  minds,  and  great  difficulties  in  pro- 
<!^uring  civil  offers ;  yet  it  was  never  repealed  until 
Odlober,  1770.  But  not  long  after  Norwich  mini- 
fter  had  cenfured  their  reprefentatives,  he  confent- 
ed  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  Council ;  and  they  fol¬ 
lowed  it,  with  Council  after  Council,  for  about  fix 
years.  Governor  Saltondall  came  there  himfelf 
upon  one  of  thofe  occafions  ;  and  Mr.  Stoddard  of 
Northampton  was  moderator  of  the  lait  but  one 
of  thofe  Councils.  My  grandfather  went  a  journey 
as  far  as  Bofton  and  Ipfwich,  an  hundred  and  thirty 
miles,  to  confuk  with  Mr.  Wife  and  the  two 
Mather's  upon  thele  affairs.  At  laft,  by  advice  of 
-a  Council  that  met  Auguft  31,  1716,  faid  minifter 
was  difmiffed,  and  the  church  in  Norwich  deter¬ 
mined  to  abide  u'pon  their  ancient  foundation.  And 
it  was  known,  that  when  the  church  was  conftituted 
at  Saybrookin  1660,  with  the  approbation  of  other 
minifters,  Mr.  James  Fitch  was  ordained  their  paf- 
tor^  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hand^  only  of  their  tw^p 
deacons,  as  a  token  that  the  power  of  ordination  is 
in  the  church  as  a  body.  They  came  and  planted 
Norwich  the  fame  year;  and  Mr.  Fitch  was  con¬ 
tinued  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  minifters  in  Connec¬ 
ticut  for  near  fifty  years.  The  church  in  Eaft- 
Windfor,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Timothy  Edwards, 
father  of  Mr.  Jonathan,  alfo  refufed  to  receive  the 
Say  brook  platform.  And  the  temper  of  thofe  who 
introduced  it  farther  appears  by  the  incorpora¬ 
ting  aft  of  the  towni  of  Killingly,  paffed  in  May, 
1708  ;  which  fays,  Noperfon  now  inhabiting  on 
faid  lands,  or  any  other  perfons  dw^elling  without 
this  Colony,  who  liave  purchafed  any  lands  within 
the  faid  townffiip,  that  lhall  not  give  due  obedience 
to  all  the  laws  of  this  Colony  for  the  upholding  the 
wor/hip  of  CqcI?  ^nd  paying  all  public  charges, 

(hall 
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(hall  have  any  benefit  by  this  aft.*’  At  the  fame 
time  they  gave  their  Governor  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  therein.  This  account  is  carefully  taken 
from  their  public  records  and  laws,  and  other  au¬ 
thentic  vouchers. 

XIV.  A  FEW  things  concerning  baptifm  llrall 
clofe  this  chapter.  An  aged  and  honorable  gen¬ 
tleman  near  Pifeataqua  river  informed  me,  that 
about  the  year  1710,  a  number  of  people  in  Dover  * 
were  fo  fully  perfuaded  that  they  ought,  in  a  li¬ 
teral  fenfe,  to  be  buried  in  baptifm,  that  on  a 
I.ord’s  day,  and  the  day  after,  Mr.  Pike,- their 
minifter,  baptized  nine  perfons  in  that  way,  in  a 
branch  of  that  river.  But  firch  a  noife  was  made, 
and  oppofition  raifed  againft  it,  as  prevented  any 
further  proceedings  therein.  About  the  fame  time 
a  Baptift  meeting  was  fet  up  at  Scituate,  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  where  Prefident  Dunfter  (pent 
his  latter  days  to  good  purpole  (vol.  i,  p.  320.) 
Mr,  John  Peirce  preached  to  them  for  fome  time, 
until  he  and  others  removed  to  Sv/anzey,  in  or 
about  1711,  and  on  Oftober  193  t7^5>  he,  was 
ordained  a  paftor  of  the  fecond  church  there,  col¬ 
league  with  Elder  Jofeph  Mafon,  who  was  ordained 
in  July,  1709.  And  they  continued  in  good 
efleem  in  their  offices^  until  Elder  Mafon  diedj  May 
i9>  ^7483  snd  Elder  Peirce  September  8,  1750,  be¬ 
ing  each  of  them  near  90  years  old.  On  Marck 
16^  1714,  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  wrote  the  letter 
to  the  Baptift  church  in  Bofton,  which  is  in 
vol.  I,  p.  522  ;  fubferibed  thus,  viz.  To  my 
worthy  friend,  Mr.  Fdlis  Callender,  elder  of  a  church 
of  Chrift  in  Bofton.’*  He  joined  to  it  in  166  9  ;  was 
a  leading  member  of  it  when  the  Court  nailed  up 

their 

/ 

*  Mr.  Hanfard  Knollys  was  minifler  there,  from  the  fpnng 
of  1638  to  the  fall  of  1641,  voh  i,  p%  loi. 
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their  meeting-houfe  in  i68o;  and  he  was  continued 

a  great  bleffing  to  them  until  he  died  in  a  good  old 

age,  after  the  year  1726. 


,  c  H  A  P.  III. 

I .  Arbitrary  Claims  and  Proceedings. 
2.  Moody  and  White  againft  them. 
3*  A  cruel  Law.  4.,  Liberty  in 
Rhode-Ifland.  M^ather  for  it. 

6.  Is  friendly  to  the  Baptills.  7. 
Jennings  joins  to  them.  >  8.  Wal¬ 
lin  s  Letters.  Arian  Hereiy. 

10.  Hollis’s  Donations,  ii.  Some 
Revival  of  Religion.  12.  Comer 
converted. 

?•  /governor  Lyndon  informed  me,  that, 
Vjf  when  the  Quakers  were  hanged  at  Bofton, 
a  yicw  of  the  cruelty  then  exercifed  towards  them, 
and  of  their  behaviour  under  their  ’  fufferings, 
moved^  Peter  Wanton  to  join  with  that  people. 
And  his  Ibn  Joleph  was  a  teacher  among  them  irt 
Tiverton  for  many  years,  whole  daughter  Richard- 
fon  told  me,  that,  during  Governor  Dudley’s  ad- 
miniftration,  her  father  was  frequently  fent  to 
Bofton,  to  defend  his  town  againft  the  arbitrary 
claims  of  other  minifters  j  and  that  the  Governor 
privately  favoured  him  therein.  Some  extrafts 
from  the  records  of  the  Quaker  fociety  Ihew,  that 
in  1707  a  cow,  worth  Three  Pounds,  was  taken 

from 
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from  John  Packom,  of  Little-Compton,  for  a  mini- 
fterial  tax  of  Six  Shillings  and  Twopence.  And  that 
their  monthly  meeting  on  Rhode-Ifland,  in  the 
feventh  month,  1708,  fent  Jofeph  Wanton  with  an 
addrefs  to  Governor  Dudley,  Defiring  relief  froni 
fufierings  for  priefts  rates,  by  a  repeal  of  thofe  lawsf 
informing  him  that  if  it  was  not  done  here,  they 
thought  it  their  duty  to  addrefs  the  Britifh  Court 
upon  it.  A  like  application  was  afterwards  made 
by  the  hand  of  Ebenezer  Slocum,  who  reported  to 
a  meeting  in  1709,  that  the  Governor  appeared  kind 
and  friendly ;  but  as  no  relief  was  granted,  they  then 
fent  to  England  upon  thofe  matters.  By  the  fame 
records  v/e  are  informed,  that  in  1716,  five  cov/s’ 
and  calves,  worth  Twenty-five  Pounds,  were  taken 
from  Peleg  Slocum,  and  twenty-four  flieep,  worth 
Eight  Pounds  Eight  Shillings,  from  John  and  Abra¬ 
ham  Tucker,  all  upon  Slocum’s  Ifland,  and  near  all 
for  A  demand  of  Prieft  Holmes,  ofChilmark,”  to 
which  town  faid  ifland  belonged,  although  the  great 
channel  betwixt  the  main  and  Martha’s  Vineyard 
muft  be  crofled  to  get  to  it.  However,  minifters 
were  far  from  being  content  with  all  the  power  they 
had  yet  obtained,  and  therefore  prefented  a  petition 
to  their  Legiflature,  that  they  would  call  a  general 
fynod;  doubtlefs  to  revife  and  carry  into  effecl  the 
propofals  of  1705.  The  Council  voted  to  grant 
their  petition,  but  it  was  not  concurred  with  by  the 
other  branches  of  the  Legiflature^.  And  two  ex¬ 
cellent  minifters  had  fuch  a  fight  of  their  danger,  as 
to  write  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Wife. 

GloucefteVy  March  25,  1715. 

II.  Reverend  Sir, 

We  have  had  the  favour  and  fatisfaftion  of 
pcading,  and  according  to  our  meafure  confidering, 

the 

*  Douglafs,  vol,  2,  p.  378. 
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the  tranfcendent  logic,  as  well  as  grammar  and  rhe¬ 
toric,  of  your  reply  to  the  propofals,  by  which  our 
eyes  are  opened  to  fee  much  more  than  ever  before 
we  faw  of  the  value  and  glory  of  our  invaded  privi¬ 
leges;  and  are  of  opinion,  that  if  your  confenc  may 
be  obtained  to  a  new  edition,  it  may  be  of  wonderful  ‘ 
fervice  to  our  churches,  if  God  fliall  pleafe  to  go 
forth  with  it.  However  it  will  be  a  teftimony  that 
all  our  watchmen  were  not  afleep,  nor  the  camp  of 
Chrift  furprized  and  taken  before  they  had  warning. 
We  are.  Reverend  Sir,  full  of  dutiful  refpeft  and 
gratitude,  your  fons  and  fervants, 

Samuel  Moody, 
John  White/" 

It  was  re-printed  accordingly  ;  and,  with  Mr. 
Wife^s  other  works,  it  had  two  editions  more  in 
1773,  ^poo  an  occafion  which  will  then  be  mention¬ 
ed.  Thefe  two  minifters  lived  to  fee  and  rejoice  in 
the  glorious  work  of  divine  grace,  which  was  grant¬ 
ed  in  New-England,  in  and  after  the  year  1740. 
Mr.  Moody  wasminifter  at  York,  beyond  Pifeata- 
qua  river.  He  preached  without  notes,  and  refu- 
fed  to  be  fupported  by  tax  and  compulfion  ;  and 
was  the  moft  powerful  and  fuccefsful  preacher  of 
altnoft  any  in  the  land  in  thofe  days.  Such  oppo- 
lition  was  railed  againft  Governor  Dudley,  that  he 
was  removed,  and  never  afted  with  our  Legiflature 
after  Augull,  1715;  and  when  they  met  again  No¬ 
vember  23,  with  the  pliant  Lieutenant-Governor 
Taylor  in  the  chair,  the  following  aft  was  added  to 
their  other  taxing  laws,  viz. 

III.  j^n  ail  for  maintaining  and  propagating 
»f  religion. 

Whereas  the  laws  of  this  Province  have  made 
good  and  wholefome  provifion,  that  every  town 
within  the  fame  be  conftantly  fupplied  with  an 

able. 
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able,lcarned,  orthodox  minifterorminifters,  of  good 
'  converfation,  to  difpenfe  the  word  of  God  unto 
them;  and  that  fuch  minifter  or  minifters  be 
fuitably  encouraged,  and  fufficiently  fupported  and 
rnaintainedj  by  the  inhabitants  of  luch  towns  .  For 
the  rendering  the  faid  laws  more  effeftual,  and  to 
prevent  the  growth  of  atheifm,  irreligion  and  pro- 
phaneneis,  end  oYduiyicd  by  the  Licutm 

Governor,  Council  and  Reprefentatives,  in  General 
Court  ajfembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Jame,  that 
the  Juftices  of  the  Court  of  General  Seffions  of 
the  Peace,  within  the  feveral  counties,  at  the 
opening  of  their  Courts  from  time  to  time,  do  give 
in  fpecial  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury,  to  make  di¬ 
ligent  enquiry  and  prefentment  of  all  towns  and 
diftridts  within  Inch  county,  that  are  deftitute  of 
a  minifter,  as  by  law  is  diredfed  ;  and  of  fuch  towns 
and  diftridts  that  negledf  to  fulfil  their  contrafts 
and  agreements,  and  do  not  make  fuitable  pro- 
vifion  for  the  llipport  and  maintenance  of  their 
minifter  or  minifters  accordingly.  And  upon  fuch 
prefentment,  complaint  or  information,  in  any 
other  manner,  the  Court  are  diredled  and  required 
vigoroufly  to  put  the  laws  in  execution,  for  the 
redreffing  of  all  defedls  and  neglefts  of  that  kind*, 
and  forthwith  to  make  the  neceifary  orders  to  that 
end,  as  by  law  they  are  empowered.  And  in  cafe 
their  orders  fb  made  be  not  duly  obierved,  or  by 
the  contrivance  and  pradtice  of  ill  men  be  eluded 
and  rendered  ineffedtual ;  for  the  fpeedy  remedying 
and  reforming  of  fo  great  an  evil,  the  Juftices  of 

°  ■  fuch 


•  From  feripturs  and  all  experience  it  plainly  appears,  that 
minifters  have  been  as  often  guilty  of  defefts  and  neglefts  as  the 
people  ;  but  they  made  no  law  to  punifti  minifters  therefor : 
Which  partiality  ptQiaoted  athcifjn  and  irreligion,,  inftead  of 
preventing  it. 
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fuch  Court  are  to  reprefent  and  make  report  of  their 
proceedings  unto  the  next  feflion  of  the  General 
Court  or  AlTembly/'  Upon  which  the  Affembly 
were  to  fend  a  minifter,  recommended  by  three 
others,  'to  every  fuch  town  or  diftridl,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  Honorable  maintenance,’’  by  ad¬ 
ding  a  fufficient  fum  for  the  purpofe  to  the  Province 
tax  upon  fuch  places ;  and  were  to  do  the  like  to 
each  place  that  neglefted  to  fulfil  former  contrafts 
^with  minifters  s  as  alfo  to  Supply  and  fupport  a 
min  liter  in  places  that  are  deftitute,  where  the 
Juflices  negled  their  duty.”  All  which  fums  their 
minifters  were  to  draw  out  of  the  Province  trea- 
fury.  This  aft  was  made  for  feven  years,  and  then 
was  revived  and  continued  till  1730  s  2,nd  that  me¬ 
thod  of  charging  the  Grand  Jury  has  been  continued 
ever  lince.  .  ^  * 

IV.  Rhode-Island  Colony  was  now  ruled  by 
Governor  Cranfton,  and  Deputy-Governor  Jencks, 
in  conjundtion  with  other  worthy  men,  under  whofe 
adminiftration  they  enjoyed’ the  greateft  peace, 
for  above  thirty  years,  tliat  they  ever  did  lince  they 
were  a  diftinft  government.  And  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  lame,  and  to  prevent  any  fociety  or 
feft  from  trying  for  any  pre-eminence  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  their  Affembly  of  May  2,  1 7 1 6,  enafted. 
That  what  maintenance  or  falary  may  be  thought 
neceffary  by  any  of  the  churches,  congregations, 
or  focieties  of  people,  now  inhabiting,  or  that  here¬ 
after  Ihall  or  may  inhabit  within  the  fame,  for  the 
fupport  of  their  refpeftive  minifter  or  minifters, 
fliall  be  raifed  by  free  contribution,  and  no  other- 
ways.”  'Which  law  is  ftill  in  force;  and  we  lhall 
prelently  hear  a  number  of  minifters  commending 
the  good  fruits  of  thefe  meafures,  which  yet  they 

were  very  unwilling  to  come  into# . 

V.  Plt£5in£NT 
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V.  President  Mather  publilhed  another  piece 
in  1716,  wherein  he  fays>  “For  minifters  to  pre¬ 
tend  to  a  negative  voice  in  Synods,  or  for  Councils 
to  take  upon  them  to  determine  what  cld,ers  or 
meflengers  a  church  lhall  fubmit  unto,  without  the 
choice  of  tlie  church  concerned,  or  for  minifters  to 
pretend  to  be  members  of  a  Council  without  any 
miftion  from  their  churches,  nay^  although  the' 
church  declares  that  they  will  not  fend  them,  is 
frelatical,  and  eflentially  differing  not  Only  from 
Congregational,  but  from  Prelbyterian  principles. 
And  now  that  I  am  going  out  of  the  world,  I  could 
not  die  in  peace,  if  I  did  not  difcharge  my  con- 
fcience,  in  bearing  witnefs  againft  fuch  innovations 
and  invaffons  on  the  rights  and  privileges  belong¬ 
ing  to  particular  congregations  of  Chrift*.”  Yet 
all  thele  innovations  and  invafions  were  niade  in 
the  Saybrook  fcheme.  And  to  Ihew  that  brethren,; 
when  chofen  by  the  church,  have  a  right  to  equal 
votes  in  Councils  with  elders,  he  fays,  “There 
are  mechanics,  who  although  they  do  not  excel  in 
that  which  is  called  human  learning,  are  well  verfed 
and  learned  in  the  fcriptures,  Ipending  much  time 
in  confulting  thofe  oracles  of  God,  and  being  men 
of  great  piety,  and  excellent  natural  aecomplifti- 
rnents,  they  may  be  very  ufeful  in  Synods.” 

Ecclesiastical  hiftorians  give  a  remarkable 

account  of  what  happened  in .  the  Nicene  Synod. . 

‘  A  pious  old  man,  who  was  no  clergyrrian,  nor  ex- 

ercifed  philofophical  notions,  by  his  plain  difcourfe 

did  more  towards-the  convidion  of  an  heretical  phi- 

lofopher,  than  all  the  learned  bilhops  in  the  Council* 
could  dof.” 


*  Eccl.  Cpuncils;,  Prefase,  p.  13-. 

t  Eif^aifiuvn,  p.  ig.  '  'ey 
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VI.  These  things  naturally  led  him  and  his 
Brethren  into  another  fort  of  behaviour  towards  the 
Baptifts,  than  when  he  %yas  fcribe  of  the  Synod  of 
1679,  who  declared  that  they  were  fetting  up 
their  polls  by  God's  polls ;  which  moved  the  Court 
to  nail  up  the  doors  of  the  Baptift  meeting-houfe. 
For  Elder  Callender’s  fon  Eiifha  was  added  to  the 
church  under  his  care_^  on  Auguft  to,  1713  1  after 
which  he  was  educated  at  Harvard  college,  and 
called  into  the  gofpel  miniftry ;  and  as  Prelldent 
Mather  had  exprefled  his  willingnefs  for  fuch  a 
thing  to  Elder  Callender,  his  church  called  the 
Prefident,  his  fon,  and  Mr.  John  Webb,  to.  affifl 
in  ordaining  Mr.  Elilha  Callender,  as  paftor  of  the 
Baptifl  church  in  Bofton,  May  ai,  17x8.  And 
Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  in  the  ordination  fcrmon, 
faid,  It  is  very  fadly  true.,  that  many  ecciefiafticai 
communities,  \yherein  piety  has  its  votaries,  yet  are 
guilty  of  this  evil,  that  they  impofe  terms  of  com¬ 
munion  .which  many  that  haye  the  fear  of  God  are 
by  juft  exceptions  kept  from  complying  withal, 
Now  in  this  unhappy  cafe  what  is  to  be  done  ?  do 
this,  let  good  men  go  as  far  as  they  can  without  fm 
in  holding:  communion  with  one  another.  But 
where  finful  terms  are  iinpofed,  there  let  them  make 
.their  flops;  there  a  reparation  becomes  a  duty;  there 
the  injundlion  of  lieaven  upon  them  is,  be  ye  feparate 
faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  I 
‘will  receive  you.  The  mpojers  are  the  JchiJmatics. 
There  have  been  many  attempts  to  unite  people  in 
forms  and  terms,  that  are  not  the  pure  maxims  of 
living  unto  God ;  and  fo  to  build  the  tower  of  Zion 
on  a  foundation  which  is  not  the  tried  Jlone  and  the 
precious,  and  fo  not  the  Jure  foundation.  There 
fias  hitherto  been  a  blafi;  from  heaven  upon  all  thefe 

attempts  j  they  have  mifearried,  as  being  rather  cal¬ 
culated 
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dilated  for  the  tower  of  Babel.  Ncw-England  alfo 
has  in  feme  former  times  done  fomething  of  this  af- 
pea,  which  would  hot  now  be  fo  well  approved  of ; 
in  which,  if  the  brethren,  in  whoje  houfe  we  are  now 
convened,  met-  with  any  thing  too  unbrotherly,  xh^y 
now  with  fatisfadion  hear  us  exprefling  our  diflike 
'  of  every  thing  that  \o6k.tAX\k.t perjecution  i'n  the  days 
that  have  palfed  over  us.”  (See  vol.  i,  p.  523— 5 ‘5 0 
VII.  The  cafe  of  a  member,  who  foon  .after 
joined  to  that  church,  I  think  propOr  here  to  men¬ 
tion.  Samuel  Jennings,-  Efq;  was  born  in  Sand¬ 
wich,  jn  the  county  of  Bafnftablc,  F ebruary  1 9* 
1685,  where  he  lived  till  he  was  above  i-8  yOafs  old',- 
and  then  went  a  voyage  to  fea,  where  he  was  pre'ffed 
on  board  a  man  of  war.  But  meeting-  with' very  ill 
treatment  there  for  five  months,  he  in  the  evening 
of  March  16,  lyoqy  the  fhip  being  iii  a  bay  at  Bar¬ 
bados,  attempted  to  make  his- efcape  therefrom  by', 
fwimming;  but  by  the  way  he  was  feized  and  hailed 
under  water  by  a  fliark ;  a  terrible  cafe  indeed  I 
yet  as  he  cried  to  God  for  help, -tire  venomous  crea¬ 
ture  let  him  go,  and  his  life  svas- preferved,  with  the 
lofs  only  of  part  of  a  foot  and  ah  arm-.  He  return¬ 
ed,  married,  and  lived  in  good  repute  in  his  native 
town,  which  he  reprefented-  feveral  times  in  our 
Legiflature.  After  he  had  ferved-  them  two  years 
in  that  office,  K6  wrote  as  follows  concerning' his 
foul  affairs.  Says  he,  “  Though  I- had  heard  much- 
preaching,  arid  read  many  books,^  to  fupport-  tire 
baptizing  of  infants,  and'  had  never  read  any  books,- 
or  difeouried  on-  that  head  with  any  that  w^ere 
againft  it,  yet  I'  found-  fo  much-  in-  the  Icripture  to- 
the  contrary,  that  I  could-  not  believe  it  to  be  right. 
Notwithftanding  I  went  to  fevdrai'  miniilers,  and 
difeourfed  them  on  that  point  to- get  light,  and  alfc» 
prayed  to  God  to  dire<ff  me  in  the  right  way ;  yt^ 


ftill  It  appeared  to  me  unfcriptural  and  erroneous 

a?BoVor"f ^he  Baptift  minT; 

r difcourfed  with  me,  but  lent 

mrt^rh^  f  perfuafion,  to  fup- 

round  fo  agreeable  with  the  fcriptures,  and  with 

I  '^hem,  that  I 

^f  into  the  communion 

htiJ  f ^  Bofton.  .  And  having  made  a  ver¬ 

bal  profeffion,  before  the  church  and  congregation, 

'^^ter)  by  Mr. 

Ehfha  Callender,  mimfter  of  the  golpel,  on  the  oth 

aIa^*  '•4*^  34th  year  of  my  age. 

And  trply  I  may  fay,  as  is  faid  of  the  Ethiopian  eu¬ 
nuch,  that  I  came  away  rejoicing.  In  a  fhort  time 
after  I  arrived  to  a  confiderable  degree  of  bodily 
ea  th,  which  I  had  lacked  for  eiglit  years  before.” 
Me  lerved  his  town  afterwards  as  their  reprefenta-  ■ 
tive,  and  mother  offices^  and,  without  his  leekincr. 
a  commifHon  of  Juftice  of  the  Peace  was  fent  him, 
which,  for  fome  reafons,  he  chofe  not  to  accept. 
He  continued  a  member  of  faid  church  in  Bofton 
tiJl  his  death  in  1764. 

VIII,  Soon  after  Mr.  Callender  was  ordained, 

^  ^  ^i^h  friends  in  London, 

which,  with  other  means,  had  very  great  and  ex- 
tenfive  effedls.  Thomas  Hollis,  Efq;  one  of  the 
rnofl  liberal  men  upon  earth,  had  fome  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  Prefident  Mather,  when  he  was  agent 
for  this  Province  in  England*,  and  now  receiv¬ 
ing  accounts  of  the  tranfaftions  and  catholip  fen- 
timents  that  were  delivered  at  the  ordination  of  a 
Baptift:  minifter  in  Bofton,  who  was  educated  at  Har-? 
vard  college,  he  became  the  greateft  benefaftor 
thereto  that  they  have  ever  had  to  this  day. 

*  I.  Mather’s  life,  p,  170. 
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cc  ]\TQf  yet  to  Harvard  all  his  views  confirid  / 

His  aofive  foul  Jlill  nobler  work  deftgnd. '  ■ 

A  kingdom's  welfare  dwelt  on  ev'ry  thought ; 

For  general  good  his  heav'nly  candour  wrought ; 
Fo  public  peace  his  prudent  Jchem.es  invite^ 

Fahion  to  quells  and  clafmng  JeQs  unite'^F 

With  or  near  his  firft  donation  to  the  colleore, 
t  ame  the  following  letter  from  a  minifter  of  his  ac- 
j^naintancc  to  his  friend  in  Bofton. 

London^  March  9^  1720. 

Much  efleemed  Brother  Callender y 
I  THANK  you  kindly,  for  the  particular  ac¬ 
count  you  gave  me  in  your  laft ;  and  I  cannot  but 
^  lament  the  fad  confequences  of  fin,  and  the  great 
degrees  of  it  which  remain,  even  in  God's  own 
people ;  for  furely  the  greateft  part,  if  not  all  thofe 
who  fuffered  fo  much  for  their  religion  at  home,  and 
at  laft  left  their  native  country,  and  run  fuch  great 
hazards  as  they  did,  for  the  fake  of  their  confciences, 
muft,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  be  efteemed  the 
faithful  fervants  of  Chrift.  But  when  I  confider  the 
methods  which  thefe  took,  or  encouraged  others  to 
take,  with  thofe  who  differed  from  them  in  matters 
not  fundamental,  I  cannot  but  wonder  at  the  depth 
of  folly  which  remains  with  us,  that  any  body  of 
men  fliould  fo  foon  and  fo  zealoufty  purfue  thofe 
•  vjery  methods  which  they  had  fo  juftly  condemned, 
and  fo  greatly  fuffered  by  !  It  is  a  confideration 
enough  to  check  the  towering  thoughts  of  vain 
man,  and  to  (hew  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  apoftoli- 
cal  advice,  let  him  that  thinketh  he  ftandeth  take 
heed  left  he  fall  ]  for  I  think  we  are  but  too  fubjeft 
to  the  leffer  degrees  of  this  temper  and  carriage,  iii 
almoft  every  ftation  of  life.  For  though  there  is  Ip 

good 

t  p.udd'5  poem  pn  Honis's  death,  p.  2g* 
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good  an  underftanding  anriong  the  three  denomina¬ 
tions  ot  diiTenters,  viz.  Prefbyterians,  Independents 
and  Baptifts  j  yet  we  have  too  many  who  are  whil- 
perers  and  backbiters,  who  by  magnifying  the 
weakneffes,  or  diminilhing  the  real  worth  and  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  thofe  who  differ  from  them,  fhew  that 
this  fpirit,  as  much  as  it  is  deftroyed,  is  yet  too 
much  alive,  and,  were  it  cloathed  with  power, would 
ioon  be  formidable.  But  our  wife  and  gracious 
Governor  makes  the  weakneffes  and  wrath  of  men 
to  praife  him,  and  the  remainder  thereof  he  doth 
reftrain. 

“  As  I  heartily  rejoice  that  the  Lord  hath  pre- 
ferved  the  baptized  church,  at  Bofton,  through  fo 
many  difficulties,  fo  I  am  gli|d  he  hath  raifed  up 
to  them  one  fo  able  and  willing  to  promote  the 
public  good  among  them.  May  the  Lord  fucceed 
you,  my  dear  brother,  that  fo  peace  and  truth  may 
fpre'ad  and  flouriffi  in  your  days !'  I  am  indeed 
troubled  at  the  paucity*  of  thofe  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion,  in  New-England ;  though  I  cannot  wonder  at 
it,  confidering  the  treatment  they  have  generally 
,  met  with.  I  am  grieved  that  any  who  profefs  the 
plain  fcripture  baptifm  fhpuld  bring  it  into  con¬ 
tempt,  by  holding  with  it  fuch  wild  and  antifcriptu- 
.nxl  opinions;  but  fo  it  hath  been  with  us,  and  yet 
remains ;  though  I  think  the  number  of  fuch  is 
dimlnilhed,  Mthin  a  few  years  laft  pafi.  But  al¬ 
though  we  have  but  few  foul-fleepers  or  Sabbatari¬ 
ans,  &C.  yet  the  number  of  thofe  that  plead  for 
general  redemption,  and  forne  other  of  the  diftinc- 
tive  notions  of  Arminius,  feem  to  increafe  among 
ps :  However,  they  feem-  not  quite  fo  rigid  and 
uncharitable  as  formerly,  and  there  is,  I  hope, 
the  greateft  number  of  our  denomination  free  from 

thefe 

*  Fewpefs  in  nujftbef. 
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thefc  things.  As  to  the  method  of  educadng  youth 
jjiftong  yoUj  It  muft  be  allowedj  that  the  dehgft 
feemed  to  be  well  laid  for  promoting  ufeful  know- 
led^^e ;  and  I  hope  your  college  will  be  improved 
to  a  very  great  advantage ;  but  I  find  you  have  to 
laiTientj  what  we  are  not  ifrangers  to^  viz^.  that 
thofe  things  which  in  themfelves  are  good,  and 
tend  to  fit  perfons  for  more  extenfive  ufefulnefs,  are 
made  necehary  for  a  perlon  in  ordei  to  the  minifiry, 
or  firould  be  thought,  at  any  time,  to  be  a  fufficient 
cjualiftcation  for  fo  great  a  ayork.  Suiely  a  man 
blclTed  with  a  good  natural  genius,  who  has  been 
brought  to  a'truefenfeoffin,  and  the  faying  know¬ 
ledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  though  he  fhould  want  the 
ad^ntage  of  human  literature,  mult  be  bettep  ca¬ 
pable  than  one  that  has  it,  and  is  deftitute  of  the 
other,  to  guide  fouls  into  the  ways  of  falvarion ; 
becaule  as  he  knows  lomething  of  the  deceitfulnels. 
of  fin,  and  the  wiles  of  Satan,  fo  he  is  more  capa¬ 
ble  to  comfort  poor  fouls  in  diftrefs,  with  the  com¬ 
forts  wherewith  he  himfelf  has  been  comforted  of 
God.  Therefore,  though  I  haye  a  high  eileeni 
for  human  learning,  and  wifh  every  miniller  h.au 
the  advantage  of  a  good  degree  of  it,  . 
ceive  it  is  far  from  being  necelfary  to  a  man  s  being 
employed  in  the  public  minifiry,  and  much  lefs 
do  I  think  it  in  itfelf  a  qualificatioQ  fufficient  for 
fo  weighty  an  undertaking.  You  will  excufe  me 
for  fo  freely  declaring  my ’mind  upon  this  head. 

“  Before  this  comes  to  hand,  I  hope  you  will  have 
received  a  letter,  fubferibed  d  homas  Hollis.  I  his 
worthy  gentleman  is  my  very  good  friend,  and  one 
■  w'ho,  with  his  plentiful  eftatc,  has  done  much  good 
among  poor  minifters  and  churches  liere ;  and  I 
hope  New-England  will  find  yet  more  happy  effects 
of  his  liberality,  and  that,  with  yau^kiniaffiftance 
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proper objefts,  fomethhv^ 
particular  encourage-' 

S  him  T  For,  in  converffng 

with  him  upon  this  head,  he  defired  me  to  intimate 

to  you,  that  he  lhall  be  well  pleafed,  if  you  can  find  a 

recommend  to  the  governors  of  the  college ;  and 
oubt  not  but  he  will  give  fome  further  encou- 

rX  j^r  defirous  to  be 

qua  1  e  for  public  ufefulnefs.  I  intreat  you  there- 
Iqre  to  turn  your  thoughts  to  this  fubieft,  and 
give  me  a  line,  fo  foon  as  you  have  found  a  fit  per- 
lon,  that  fo  good  a  work  as  this  may  be  beo-an. 
I  am  ready  to  believe,  that,  befides  Mr.  Hollis’s 
intereft  with  the  governors,  in  behalf  o-f  a  hopeful 
young  man,  who  is  of  our  perfuafion,  he  may  Re 
prevailed  upon  to  allow  Ten  Pounds  per  annum,  of 
your  money*,  towards  defraying  the  charges  of  the 
CO  ege;  which  will  be  fome  encouragement  for 
one,  who,  with  promifing  natural  parts,  is  defirous 
to  devote  himfelf  to  ftudy,  in  order  to  fit  himfelf 
tor  public  ufefulnefs,  but  is  not  well  able  to  c^o 
^  t  rough  the  charge.  I  leave  this  with  you,  and 

m  Ybu  will  find  a  copy  of 

Mr.  Hollis’s  to  you ;  to  which  I  have  added  a  ca- 
talogue  of  the  cheft  of  books  therein  mentioned ; 
and  if  any  are  not  dilpofed  of  to  the  college  libra- 

.  1 1 1  t'n  you  would  ufe  your 

jntereft  to  obtain  fome  of  them  for  Mr,  Daniel 
Whitef.  When  you  Rave  read  Mr.  Neal’s  hiftory 
Oi  New-England,  I  defire  you  to  give  me  your 

thoughts 

_  *  Mexico  filver  was  then  about  Thirteen  Sliiliings  per  ounce 
in  our  money.  Douglafsy  vol.  i,  p.  494. 

t  Who  came  over  from  Mr.  Wallin’s  church  two  years  before 
was  then  preaching  gj  NcwpWt.  Mr.  Ncal’s  hiftory  firft 
came  over  this  yew.  . . 
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thoughts  of  it  in  general  j  and  if  you  find  any  thing 
in  it  which  defervcs  to  be  taken  notice  ofi  in  order  to 
be  altered  in  a  fecond  edition,  pray  freely  commu¬ 
nicate  it  to  me,  and  I  will  do  the  fame  to  the  au¬ 
thor,  who  is  a  very  hbneft  gentleman,  and  will  be 
glad  to  be  fet  right,  in  any  thing  wherein  he  may 
havq,  been  miftaken.  Juft  now  a  gentleman  has 
been  with  me,  whofe  name  is  Spurier,  who  hath 
brought  fome  hundred  tons  of  filyer  ore  fromNew- 
England,  and  defires  me  to  aftift  hirn  in  prefenting 
a  petition  to  the  government,  for  encouragement*. 
If  you  have  heard  any  thing  of  any  late  difeoveries 
made  of  filver  mines  with  you,  or  any  thing  of  the 
charafter  of  the  man,  or  what  notion  the  people 
have  of  it,  %nd  will  pleafe  to  give  me  a  line,  it 
may  be  of  ufe  to  me  •  for  as  I  would  willingly  ferve 
any  honeft  man,  according  to  niy  ability,  fo  I  woul4 
glndly  know  the  perfons  I  move  for.  I  am  now 
obliged  to  conclude  at  prefent,  and  with  all  my 
heart  commend  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  his 
grace,  which  is  able  and  I  hope  will  build  you 
up  in  all  things.  May  the  Lord  be  with  you,  and 
the  church  of  Chrift  under  your  care,  caufing  all 
blefiings  to  abound  towards  you  in  all  things.  $0 
reft  your  cordial  friend,  anti  unworthy  brother  in  the 
Lord’s  vineyard,  .  Edward  Wallin.” 

Before  this  came  to  hand,  our  friends  here  had  • 
fent  a  letter,  direfted  thus  ;  “  The  church”  of  Chrift 
^at  Boiton,  in  New-England,  of  the  faith  and  or¬ 
der  of  the  gofpel,  baptizing  vifible  believers,  up¬ 
on  the  profeftlon  of  their  faith,  and  believing  the 
principles  of  a  particular  cletftion  of  a  certain  num¬ 
ber,  who  lhail  continue  in  the  perfeverance  in 
grace ;  unto  the  feveral  churches  of  Chrift  that  are 

K  in 

t 't.  fraud  and  iniquity  was  praftifed  in  the  nation,  about 
luch  things,  in  the  year  1720. 
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in  the^iTie  faith  and  order  of  the  gofpcl,  in  f  .on- 
don,  do  heartily  defire  your  increafe  and  growth 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  and  in  all  the 
graces  of  his  holy  fpirit.”  They  go  on  to  olvc  an 
account  of  the  rife  of  theif  church,  which  fay 
^cy  Several  wile  and  learned  men  endeavoured 
but  could  not  accomplilh  it ;  however,  God  was 
pleafed  to  fucceed  the  endeavours  o(  our  brethren, 
who  were  not  lb  accomplilhed  with  acejuired  parts 
and  abilities,  by  enduring,  and  to  appear  for  them 
under  all^  their  troubles,  fo  that  we  continue, 
through  rich  gface,  a  church  unco  this  day.”  By 
thofe  wife  and  learned  men,  I  fuppofe  they  in¬ 
tended  PreUdent  DunHer  and  lome  with  him,  who 
did  not  accomplilh  what  Elder  Gould  and  his  bre¬ 
thren  did.  One  defign  of  this  letter  was  to  requeft 
Ibme^  afliftance  in  enlarging  and  repairing  their 
meeting-houfe ;  and  it  occafioned  the  following 
anfwer  : 

"  London.,  Augufl  1 7  20. 

"  Dear  and  honored  brother  Callender, 

“  I  received  the  honor  of  the  church’s  and  your 
letter  together,  by  Capt,  Lawrence.  After  I  had 
a  little  confidered  the  contents  of  both,  1  waited  up¬ 
on  our  honored  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Hollis,  with 
the  cafe,  with  whom  I  left  it ;  and  fome  little  time 
after  he  told  me,  tliat  himfelf  and  brother,  Mr. 
John  Hollis,  would  advance  Ibme  money  to  repair 
your  meeting-houfe,  upon  condition  I  would  pre¬ 
vail  with  my  brethren,  concerned  in  our  little  fund, 
to  make  a  prefent  to  Mr.  Callender,  as  a  token  of 
our  Chriftian  relpefts  tb  him.  The  motion  pleafrd 
me  well :  I  willingly  undertook  my  part,  and  hap¬ 
pily  accomplilhed  it,  though  it  were  out  of  the 
common  way  of  our  exhibitions ;  and  by  the  time 
this  cpuies  to  hand  I  hope  you  will  find  remitte<t 

by 
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by  Mr.  Hollis  what  I  hope  will  anfwcr  the 
church's  rcqueft,  together  with  a  fmall  prefenr, 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  unacceptable,  to  my  bro¬ 
ther  Callender  himfelf,  and  flicw  at  leaft  o\Si  con¬ 
cern  for  the  good  of  the  baptiz^ed  intereft  in  Bofton^ 
though  we  may  not  be  capable  to  promote  it  in 
that  meafure  we  heartily  defire. 

Concerning  the  ftate  of  the  Arian  controver- 
fy  with  us,  and  our  minifterV  concern  therein,  I 
iiiall  briefly^ relate  the  whole  as  follows.  Some  few 
years  ago  one  Dr.  Clark,  of  the  eftabliflied  church, 
a  gentleman  of  deferved  reputation,  wrote  a  book, 
intituled, feripture  do^lrine of tbeT*rinity-y  in  which 
he  endeavours  (after  very  high  cxpreflions  of  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  Redeemer's  perfon  and  nature)  to  deny 
-  him  to  be  a  neceffary  felf-exiftent  being  ;  which  is 
conttrued  by  his  adverfaries  as  a  confequential  de¬ 
nying  his  proper  divinity,  and  a  degrading  our  Sa¬ 
viour  into  a  fubordinate  God,  notwithftanding  all 
he  hath  offered  in  honor  to  this  hope  of  a  true 
Chriftian.  This  made  a  great  ftir,  and  fet  many 
pens  to  work  ;  fome  for  and  fome  againft  the  Doc¬ 
tor's  notions,  among  feveral  of  note  in  the  church 
of  England,  and  others  ;  fome  of  whom  I  think 
carried  the  point  much  further  than  theDoftor  ap- 
]^ears  to  have  defigned.  I  wifli  the  conteft  had  always 
continued  in  the  eftablilhed  church;  buta  little  time 
carried  it  among  the  diffenters,  and  one  Mr.  Peirce,  a 
Preffyterian  niiniiler,  of  ingenuity  and  confiderable 
note,  among  others,  efpoufed  Dr.  Clark's  notions 
openly  (if  he  went  no  further.)  The  debates,  pro 
and  con,  began  to  be  managed  with  w’^armth,  not 
only  in  the  city,  but  in  divers  parts  of  the  country.. 
But  Mr.  Peirce  being  a  man  of  fo  much  note,  and 
a  minifter  in  the  city  of  Exeter,  where  the  Pref- 
byteriaa  intereft  is  in  much"  credit,  he  was  the  firft 

perfou 
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perfon  who  was  very  publicly  noted  a,mong  the 
dilTenters.  His  people  (after  fome  confiderable 
time,  and  fyveralmethodsufedtoaccoinmodate  mat¬ 
ters)  propofed  parting  with  him,  as  a  man  not  found 
Vv  .  This  occafioned  each  party  to  advife 

with  their  friends  in  the  miniitry,  and  others,  what 
to  do  in  the  cafe.  Some  of  the  perfons  wrote  to 
upon  this  account  (which  w'ere  not  a  few)  thought 
that  Mr.  Peirce  had  given  too  much  caufe  for  his 
people  to  belieye  that  he  had  departed  from  the  or¬ 
thodox  faith,  in  relation  to  the .  dodrine  of  the 
Trinity,  .  Others,  though  they  did  not  deny  this, 
yet  apprehended  his  people  had  not  dealt  fo  kind¬ 
ly  by  him  in  this  matter  as  they  ought  to  have 
done,  by  a-man  of  his  charader  and  ufefulnefs. 

**  The  :Cafe  was  fome  time  before  a  committee 
of  minifters  and  gentlemen  of  the  three  denomina¬ 
tions  in  London,  to  fee  if  they  could  find  a  way  to 
accommodate  matters  at  Exeter,  and  prevent  divi- 
fions  upon  the  fame  account  in  other  places;  but 
they  wpre  not  all  of  one  mind.  Then  the  whole 
body  of  minifters  in  and  about  London  was  called 
together,  and  a  paper  of  advices  propofed  to  be 
confidered  of, in  order  to  fign,  for  accommodating 
matters  at  Exeter,  Some  of  the  minifters,  who 
were  zealoufly  concerned  for  the  dodrine  of  the 
Trinity,  at  the  fame  time  propofed,  that  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  our  faith,  with  refped  to  that  important  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  fhould  be  figned, 
and  fent  down  with  the  advices  ;  but,  upon  a  divi-  ■ 
fion  of  the  minifters,  it  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  about  five  perfons.  It  was  then  agreed  at  the  next 
meeting  to  confider  the  paper  of  advices,  paragraph 
by  paragraph ;  at  which  meeting  were  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  minifters  of  the  three  denomina¬ 
tions,  who  placed  your  poor  friend  in  the  chair. 

That 
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Thai  part  who  were  againft  figning  a  declaration  of 
faith,  as  above,  earneftly  infilled  upon  proceeding 
direftly  to  read  the  paper  of  advices,  as  fuppofing 
it  to  be  the  immediate  work  of  the  meeting ;  the 
other  fide  propofed  that  article  in  the  church  of 
England  which  relates  to  the  doftrine  of  the 
Trinity,  and  thofe  anfwers  in  the  afiembly’s  cate- 
chifm  to  the  fame  purpofe,  to  be  fubfcribed  by  the 
London  minifters,  before  they  proceeded  to  con- 
fider  the  paper  of  advices.  Warm  debates  there 
v/ere  indeed  for  two  or  three  hours,  when  on  a  fud~ 
den  thofe  brethren  who  refolved  to  fubfcribe  thofe 
articles  withdrew  into  the  gallery ;  which,  however 
juft  their  zeal  might  be  for  the  truth  contended  for, 
was  not  looked  upon  as  a  fufficient  reafon  for  the 
breaking  up  the  meeting  at  that  time.  So,  afterfome 
melfages  fent  from  the  one  part  to  the  other,  thofe 
above  proceeded  to  fubfcribe  thofe  articles,  as  con¬ 
taining  their  fentiments  of  the  doftrine  of  the  ever^ 
bleiTed  Trinity;  and  the  other  proceeded  to  con- 
fider  the  paper  of  advices,  and  drew  up  a  general 
article  of  their  faith  a*s  to  that  dodtrine,  which  was 
figned  by  their  moderator  by  appointment.  This 
they  fent  to  Exeter  ;  while  the  others  drew  up 
another  fet  of  advices,  and  fent  down  with  the  arti¬ 
cles  they  had  fubfcribed,  and  henceforward  we 
came  under  the  diftinguifhing  charaftersof  fubfcri- 
bers  and  non-fubfcribers,  which  diftindlion  I  fear 
will  be  too  long  remembered  by  us,  for  the  com^ 
mon  benefit  of  true  relip-ion. 

o 

Some  of  the  too  warm  among  the  non-fubferi- 
bers  would  fain  fix  the  odious  charge  of  ferJecU’- 
iion  on  the  other,  while  they  again,  with  full  as 
much  ,  warmth,  would  fix  the  charge  oi  Aruimjm 
upon  them.  But  this  feverity  is  not  allowed,  by 
the  greateft  part  of  either  fide  of  the  queftion ;  and 

I  hope 
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I  hope  time  will  produce  a  better  teimper  in  both 
parties  j  but  at  prefent  the  matter  is  not  accommo- 

good  a  harmony  among  the  minifters 
as  could  be  heartily  wiflied.  As  I  am  fatisfied  that 
lotne  among  the  non-fubfcribers  are  gone  too  far 
into  lome  of  the  diftinftive  notions  of  Arius,  fo  I 
think  fome  of  the  fubfcribers  have  given  too  much 
^*6  jeaioufy,  that  they  intended  to  fet  up 
Kaaie  terms  as  a  teft  of  arthodoxy,  and  the  fign- 
ing  ot  them  as  necelTary  to  perfons  being  accepta- 
■b.c  and  ufeful  in  the  miniftry.  But  I  dare  fav, 
for  the  much  greater  part  of  both  fides,  that  they 
intended  no  evil  to  their  differing  brethren;  and  that 
It  was  a  zeal  for  the  dodlrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  the 
real  divinity  of  our  Saviour,  which  made  fome 
iubferibe  the  articles,  and  not  any  delire  to  impofc 
upon  others;  and  tlut  thofe  who  refufed  the  lub- 
feription,  did  it  with  a  defign  to  maintain  Chriftian 
liberty,  rather  than  any  defign  to  encourage  or 
promote  AriaHifm.  There  is  no  great  difference 
in  the  number  of  either  fide  ;  but  I  think  there 
are  not  fo  many  of  our  denomination  among  the 
non-fubfcribers  as  are  on  the  other  fide ;  and  thounh 
I  cannot  fay  tnat  tnere  ar,e  none  of  our  minifters 
wiio  too  much  favour  the  new  fcheme,  yet  I  may 
,vonture  to  fay  in  general,  that  our  minifters,  elpe- 
cially  thofe  of  the  particular  denomination*,  are 
found  in  the  faith,  as  to  the  real  divinity  of  ChrifT 
and  the  true  dodrine  of  the  bleffed  Trinitjn 
Therefore  thofe  who  upbraid  you  with  their  being 
contrary,  aft  either  from  prejudice  or  mifinforma- 
tion.  But,fuch  have  been  the  vifibJe  confequences 
of  this  difference,  that  brotherly  love  and  charity, 
that  indifpenfable  ornament  of  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion,  have  been  greatly  loft  in  the  debates.  May 

the 
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the  Lord  encreafe  light  and  love,  as  well  as  zeal 
and  faithfulnefs,  among  all  the  difciples  of  our 
blelTed  Redeemer.  So  I  muft  have  done.  The 
Lord  be  with  you  and  yours. 

Edward  Wallin’.” 

IX.  Mr.  James  Peirce^  above  referred  tO;,  v,as 
ejefted  from  his  church,  in  March,  1759;  but  a 
party  followed  him,  and  built  another  meeting- 
houfe  for  him,  in  the  city  of  Exeter  5  to  encourage 
whont,  he  declared  his  expeclation,  that  by  what 
they  Tuffered,  The  Ipirit  of  impofition  and  per- 
feciition  w-ould  be  rendered  more  odiousd’  And 
he  accufed  that  church  of  attempting  to  fet  up  an 
Inquisition,  only  becaufe  they  brought  on  fiich 
a  trial  as  conftrained  him  to  own  his  new  opi¬ 
nions,  which  caufed  his  removal  from  a  profitable 
living*.  Mr.  Benjamin  Wallin,  fon  and  fucceflbr 
in  office  to  lyir.  Edw^ard,  publiffied  an  excelient 
little  volume  upon  the  SonshTp  of  Christ  in 
1771,  vdierejn  he  informs  us,  that  ever  fince  the 
above  mentioned  time,  creeds  and  cateohifms  hav^ 
been  cried  dov/n,  and  a  regular  Chriftian  educa¬ 
tion  much  neglefted,  under  a  pretence  of  reafon 
and  liberty.  And  America  has  been  much  in- 
fefledwith  the  fame  diftemper.  But  it  is  not  all 
traditions  and  human  creeds  that  fuch  men  rejed, 
as  the  following  extrad  from  Peirce  plainly  ffiews. 
Under  an  appearance  of  a  great  regard  to  the  ferip- 
tures,  he  publiflied  a  catechifm,  wherein  the  an- 
fwers  were  in  feripture  words ;  part  of  which  fay. 
How  many  Gods  are  the^e  ?  A.  There  is  one 
God.  Who  is  this  God  ?  A.  Though  there 
be  that  are  called  Gods,  whether  in  heaven  or  in 
earth  (as  there  be  Gods  many  and  Lords  many) 
yet  to  us  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Father,  of  whom 

are' 
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are  all  thmgs,  and  we/cr  him.  One  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and 
in  you  all,  i  Cor.  viii.  5,  6,  Eph.  iv.  6.”  Which 
creed  is  fo  far  from  delivering  any  from  the  tyranny 
ot  human  inventions,  that  where  the  fcripture  puts 
ho  rnore  than  a  femicolon  between  the  mention  of 
'the  Father  and  the  Son,  Peirce  puts  a  period,  and 
thVee  pages  in  his  book.  And  when  he  comes  to 
Ipeak  of  the  Son,  he  picks  out  words  that  fpeak 
of  his  fubjeftion  and  obedience  to  the  Father;  ex¬ 
cluding  thofe  which  aflert  his  equality  with  ’him, 
which  are  many*.  Whereas,  if  we  leave  out  the 
lucceflion  of  time,  and  the  mode  or  manner  wherein 
prthly  relations^  commence,  which  have  no  place 
in  the  Deity,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  of  a  Father  and 
Son  of  equal  capacity  and  excellency ;  with  fuch 
an  onenefs  in  nature,  and  peculiarity  of  relation,- 
as  no  others  have  ;  And  alfo  that  one'  may,  by  vo¬ 
luntary  contradt,  fubjedf  himlelf  to  another  for  wife 
purpoles,  ■  and  take  upon  him  t]\cfof"m  of  a  Jervant, 
and  yet  remain  perfedlly  equal  in  nature.  How 
unreafonable  then  are  thofe  great  pretenders  to  rea- 
fon,  who  profefs  to  take  the  fcriptufcs  as  their  rule, 
anci  yet  rejedt  all  thofe  truths  therein,  which  crofs 
their  darling  notions !  Thofe  who  are  convinced 
of  the  infinite  evil  of  fin,  fee  the  neceflity  of-  infi¬ 
nite  merit  to  remove  their  guilt,  and'infinite' power 
to  change  their  hearts  and  lives,  and  to  guide  them 
to  glory.  We  are  told,  that  by  openly  owning 
tliefe  dodlrines,  Mr.  Hollis  gave  a  check  to  fome^ 
who  had  no  great  opinion  of  themf. 

X.  The  Baptills  in  Bofton  received  from  him 
and  his  brother  135 1.  2s.  for  repairing  their 
meeting-houfe,  for  which  a  letter  of  thanks  was 

returned. 
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returned.  And  in  Harvard  college  Mr.  Thomas 
Hollis  founded  a  profeflTorfliip  of  theology,^  with 
a  falary  of  Eight  Pounds  per  annum  to  the  pro- 
feifor,  and  an  exhibition  of  Ten  Pounds  a  piece  per 
annum  to  ten  fcholars  of  good  charaftef,  four  o£ 
whom  fhould  be  Baptifts,  if  any  fuch  were  there. 
As  alfo  Ten  Pounds  a  year  to  the  college  treafurer^ 
for  his  trouble,  and  Ten  Pounds  more  to  fupply 
accidental  Ioffes,  or  to  increafe  the  number  of  ftu- 
dents*.  And  as  by  charter  the  minifters  of  Boftort 
for  the  time  being  were  conflituted  a  part  of  the 
overfeers  of  the  college,  Mr*  Hollis  moved  that  Mr^ 
Callender  might  have  a  feat  among  them.  And  ia 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Callender  of  February  8,  iy2i~2» 
Mr.  Wallen  faid,  I  congratulate  my  friend  upoa 
his  admitment  to  the  honor  of  an  overfeer  of  the 
'  college.  I  pray  God  that  truth  and  Chriftian  love 
may  more  and  more  abound.’’  But  we  are  inform¬ 
ed  by  the  late  Mr.  Condy,  that  Dr.  Sewal,  at  the 
head  of  other  minifters,  pofitively  denied  him  a  feat 
there.  Yet  how  often  have  fuch  men  accufed  the 
Baptifts  of  being  much  more  rigid  than  thenffelves  ? 
and  there  was  not  a  v/ori  in  their  charter  to  ex¬ 
clude  him.  I 

.  XI.  Declension  and  ftupidity  had  long  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  land,  till  a  revival  in  feverai  places 
was  granted  in  1721*  Windham  had  fo  large  a 
fhare  of  it,  under  the  miniftry  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Whiting,*  as  to  add  eighty  communicants  to  their 
church  this  year ;  for  which  they  kept  a  fpecial  day 
of  thankfgiving  to  God.  One  curious  event  then 
happened  there  which  I  fhall  mention.  The  word 
preaqhed  was  fuch  a  looking-glafs  to  one  man,  that 
he  ferioufly  went  to  Mr.  Whiting,  and  told  him 
he  was  very  forry  that  fo  good  a  minifter  as  he  was 

L  fhould 
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fbould  fo  grofsly  tranfgrefs  the  divine  rule,  as  to 
tell  him  his  faults  before  all  the  congregation,  in- 
ftead  of  coming  to  labour  with  Itim  in  private* 
The  minilher  liriiled,  and  laid  he  was  srlad  that  truth 
had  found  him  out,  for  he  had  no  parucular  thouc^ht 
of  him  in  his  fermon.  Norvdch,  ten  miles  from 
thence,  enjoyed  a  confiderable  meafure  of  this  blef- 
htig  the  fame  year,  from  whence  my  pious  mother 
dated  her  converfion.  Many  young  people  in  Bof- 
ton  were  turned  to  a  ferious  regard  for  religion  alfo 
in  1721.  The  fmall-pox  coming  there  in  April, 
and  prevailing  moft  terribly  through  the  year,  had 
a  deep  effeft  upon  many  fouls.  It  was  thouoht 
that  not  more  than  a  quarter- of  the  inhabitants  had 
paired  through  that  diftemper  before,  and  none  of 
them  who  were  under  18  years*.  One  of  them 
deferres  particular  notice  here. 

XII.  John  Comer  was  born  in  Bofton,  Augull 
i,  1704,  and  fat  under  the  miniflry  of  the  two 
Mather’s.  Having  a  great  inclinatfon  for  learn¬ 
ing,  he,  by  Prefident  Mather’s  influence,  was  taken 
from  aa  apprenticefhip  to  a  trade,  and  put  to  fchool, 
in  December,  1720.  Serious  turns  of  concern 
about  his  foul  had  been  frequent  with  him  for 
feveral  years ;  which  greatly  increafed  for  feventeen 
days  after  he  had  taken  that  infedion.  Nothing, 
fays  he,  but  the  ghoftly  countenance  of  death  un¬ 
prepared  for  was  before  me,  and  no  fight  of  a  re¬ 
conciled  God,  nor  any  fenfe  of  the  application  of. 
the  fbul-cleanfing  blood  of  Chrift  to  my  diflrefled 
foul  :  I  remained  in  extreme  terror  until  Novem¬ 
ber  22.  All  the  interval  of  time  I  fpent  in  looking 
over  the  affairs  of  my  Ibul  5  and  on  that  day  I  was 
taken  lick.  As  foon  as  it  was  told  me  that  the  dif- 
temper  appeared,  all  my  fears  entirely  vanifhed,  and 

a  beam 
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a  beam  of  comfort  darted  into  my  foul,  and  with  it 
fatisfaclion  from  thefe  words,  "Then  /halt  not  die  but 
live,  and  declare  the  works  of  the  Lord.  Yea,  fo 
o-reat  was  my  fatisfadtion,  tliat  immediately  I  repli¬ 
ed,  to  my  aunt  who  informed  me,  then  I  know  I 
ihall  not  die  now  ;  but  gave'  no  reafon  why  I  faid 
fo.”  Ele  recovered,  and  afterwards  became  a  Bap- 
tiftminifter;  and.his  ingenious  diary  and  papers  have 
furniflied  many  valuable  materials  for  our  hiftory, 
E.phraim  Crafts,  one  of  his  young  brethren,  was 
baptized  and  added  to  that  church  fo  Boilon, 
January  27,  1723,  John  Dabney,  from  London, 
had  been  received  by  them  December  4,  1720,  and 
Richard  Bevens,  from  Wales,  the  next  Auguft, 
who  were  members  of  Baptift  churches  before  they 
came  here.  Other  members  from  Europe  wete 
added  to  them,  both  before  and  ffo,ce« 
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CHAP.  IV. 

I.  Ill  Treatnient  about  Worfliip  at 
Swanzey.  2.  At  Freetown.  2- 
Tiverton  and  Dartmouth.  4. 
Some  Relief  from  England,  5.  Mi- 

nifters  Attempts  for  more  Power  de¬ 
feated,  6,  Hollis  and  Wallin’s 

Eetters.  7,  Further  Donations,  and 

Springfield  Affairs.  8.  Firft  ex¬ 
empting  Laws  from  minifferial 
Taxes,  9.  Sufferings  at  Reho- 

both,  10.  The  Ly  me  Difpute. 

II.  Connedicut  Laws,  and  Yale 
College, 

h  IT  ^  L  religious  liberty,  by  virtue  of  a 
t  JZL/  fpecial  a£b,  was  enjoyed  in  Bofton  ;  but 
was  fo  much  denied  in  the  country,  that  moft  of 
the  Baptifts  had  no  heart  to  fend  their  fons  to  Har¬ 
vard  college  j  though  a  few  of  them  did  fo,  whereby 
they  made  fome  ufe  of  Mr.  Hollis’s  donations  there. 
Great  pains  were  taken  to  compel  every  town  to  re¬ 
ceive  andfupport  fuch  miniilers  as  the  Court  called 
orthodox.  A  law  was  alfo  made  at  Boflon,  in  the 
May  feflion  of  1718,  to  tax  all  to  the  building  and 
repairing  of  parifh  meeting-houfes.  In  1717  the 
pious  and  judicious  Elder  Luther  fell  afleep,  leav¬ 
ing  the  care  of  the  firft  church  in  Swanzey  to  Elder 
Ephraim  Wheaton,  who  had  been  a  colleague  with 

him 
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him  about  thirteen  years.  The  fecond  church  in 
Swanzey  had  then  two  ordained  paftors;  yet  in  April, 
17 1 9,theirSeledl-Men  were  con  vented  before  Briftol 
Court,  For  not  having  a  minifter  according  to  the 
law  of  the  Province/'  But  upon  proving  thatElder 
Wheaton  was  their  lawful  minifter,  they  were  dif- 
mified,  Paying  cofts*.”  His  meeting-houfe  flood 
near  the  borders  of  Rehoboth ;  and  he  and  many  of 
his  people  who  lived  therein  were  taxed  to  Pedo- 
baptift  miniflers  of  that  town,  ,of  which  we  fhall 
hear  more  prefently. 

II.  Freetown,  which  lies  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the 
great  river  againfl  Swanzey,  met  with  worfe  treat¬ 
ment  than  they  did.  For  on  September  9,  1717, 
they  made  choice  of  Thomas  Craghead,  a  minifter 
from  Ireland,  for  their  paftor;  and  he  accepted  of 
their  call  :  But  inftead  of  an  amicable  agreement 
with  them  about  his  fupport,  he  went  in  January, 
1718,  and  procured  an  aeft  of  Briftol  Court,  to  com¬ 
pel  Freetown  to  pay  him  a  falary  of  Sixty-five 
Pounds  a  year,  to  begin  from  the  day  he  was  cho- 
fen  their  minifter.  And  /for  refufmg  to  pay  it, 
about  fourteen  of  the  inhabitants  ^were  feized  and 
imprifoned  at  Briftol ;  one  of  whom  was  Benjamin 
Chafe,  a  member  of  a  Baptift  church  in  Newport. 
In  April,  1719,  each  party  carried  witnefTes  about 
thefe  matters  to  Briftol  Court ;  but  the  Court  dif- 
mified  them  all,  and  required.the  town  to  obey  their 
former  order.  In  1720  Thomas  Gage  and  George 
Winflow,  their  Seledl-Men,  were  fined  Forty  Shil¬ 
lings  a  piece  for  not  aftefting  Craghead's  falary. 
At  laft  he  was  defeated  in  a  trial  at  law,  and  was 
forced  to  quit  the  town ;  but  thefe  broils  produced 
great  and  lafting  evils  therein.  Little-Compton 
had  fettled  a  legal  minifter  i  and  as  Elder  Tabor 

owned 

*  Co^urt  records. 


V’o  A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

owned  fame  Und  in  that  town,  he  was  taxed  to  him  : 
for  wiiich  a  riding-faddle  was  taken  from  Tabor,  as 
'  ri  pciTon  inforiTiccl  me  who  'law  it, 

III.  _1  ivERTON  and  Dartmouth  were  the  only 
remaining  towns  _  in  the  Province  which  had  not 
yielded  to  the  ruling  party  about  worfhip.  When 
oraers  tor  that  purpofe  had  come  from  their  Courts, 
tney  had  reported,  that  Jofeph  Wanton  was  the 
TOmifter  of  1  iverton,  and  Elder  Tabor  the  minifter 
ot  the  weft  part  of  Dartmouth,  and  another  man 
lor  the  eaft  part.  But  as  the  Court  did  not  efteem 
them  to  be  orthodox,  a  complaint  again  ft  thofe 
towns  was  prefented  to  their  Legitlature  in  1722  j 
who  annexed  luch  fumsasthey  thoughtproperforthe 
purpofe  to  their  Province  tax.  This  being  heard 
o,,  their  Seledt-Men  refufed  to  affefs  it;  for  which 
two  ot  them  out  of  each  town  were  feized  on  May 
•25,  1723,  and  were  imprifoned  at  Briftol.  Here¬ 
upon  Thomas  Richardfon,  who  married  friend 
Wanton's  daughter,  was  fent  over  to  London ;  and 
with  Richard  Partridge,  Agent  for  Rhode-Ifiand 
Colony,  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  Ring  in  Coun¬ 
cil  ;  wherein  they  obferved,  that  our  charter  allows 
equal  liberty  of  confeience  to  all  Chriftians  except 
Papifts;  and  that  neither  the  charter  nor  any  lav/  had 
eftablifhed  any  teft  of  orthodoxy  in  this  Province, 
only  as  Prefbytetians  and  Independents  had  fet  up 
their  majoj  votes  as  Rich  ;  whereby  diilenters  from 
them  were  frequently  brought  under  great  fuffer- 
ings ;  from  which  no  redrefs  could  be  obtained  here, 

“  The  Aflembly  always  oppofing  whatever  the 
Governor  and  Council  were  at  any  time  difpofed  to 
,do  on  that  behalf.”  And  as  the  Ring,  at  his  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  throne,  promifed  proteiftion  and  liber¬ 
ty  of  confeience  tp  all  hi.s  diflenting  fubjeAs  without 
exception,  they  prayed  that  he  would  denounce  his 
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negative  upon  thofe  laws  or  parts  of  laws  among 
us,  that  interfered  therewith,  and  alfo  order  thofe 
prifoners  to  be  releafed.  A  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  upon  the  cafe  5  whofe  report  with  the  aft 
of  Council  thereon  are  as  follow : 

IV.  T’o  the  Kind's  mojl  excellent  MajeJly. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  in  obedience  to 
an  order  in  Council,  from  the  late  Lords  Juftices, 
during  your  Majefty's  abfence  abroad,  bearing  date 
the  24th  day  of  Gftober  laft,  we  did  make  a  repre- 
fentation  upon  an  aft  pafTed  in  the  Province  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  in  1722,  inti¬ 
tuled,  An  aft  for  apportioning  and  affeffing  a  tax  of 
/6232  13  II  j  fince  which  time  another  aft^ 
mentioned  in  the  faid  order  of  reference,  paffed 
the  29th  day  of  May,  1723,  intituled,  An  act  for 
apportioning  and  affeffing  a  tax  of  £  6205  15  74, 
is  come  to  our  hands  ;  by  which  a6t  a  tax  is  laid 
in  exprefs  terms  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Dartmouth 
and  Tiverton,  for  the  fupport  of  a  Prefbyterian, 
whom  they  call  an  orthodox  minifter,  which  falls 
almoft  entirely  upon  the  Quakers,  there  being  very 
few  inhabitants  of  any  other  perfliafion  in  thofe  two 
towns*.  But  as  by  the  charter  granted  to  this 
Province  a  free  and  abfolute  liberty  of  confcience 
to  all  Chriftians  (except  Papifts)  was  intended  to 
have  been  their  foundation  and  fupport,  and  as  by 
feveral  Jawspaffed  there,  it  feems  to  have  been  laid 
down  as  a  juft  and  equitable  rule,  that  the  majority 
of  each  town  congregation  fliould  have  the  choice 
of  their  own  teachers,  we  cannot  fee  why  the 
Quakers  ftiould  be  refufed  this  liberty,  in  the  towns 

where 

*  ihe  msmopial  fays,  The  greateit  pan  of  tlic  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  towns  being  Quakers,  or  Anabaptifts, ,  or  of  difTer^ 
hig  fentiments  in  religion  from  Independents  ^nd  Jh'efliytcrhln?/' 
^aker  motds* 
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where  they  are  fo  great  a  majority,  and  be  obliged 
to  maintain  a  teacher  of  a  different  perfuafion. 
Wherefore  we  humbly  propofe  to  your  Majefty, 
t  at  this  aft  may  be  repealed  j  which  is  moft  hum¬ 
bly  fiibmitted.  Westmoreland, 

riri  ■  1  ,,  Pelham, 

Whitehall,  May  6,  1724.  M.  Bl  ADEN, 

7  ^  Edw.  Ashe. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  Jameses ^  ^id  day  of  June ^  ^724. 

Present, 

“  King’s  moft  excellent  Majefty,  his  royal 
highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  A.  B.  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  Xord  Chancellor,  Lord  Prefident,  Lord 
Privy-Seal,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Duke  of  Rox- 
burg,  Duke  of  N ew-Caftle,  Earl  of  Weftmoreland 
Lord  Vifcount  Townfend,  Lord  Vifcount  Tor- 
rington,  INdr.  Speaker  of  the  Houle  of  Commons, 
Mr.  Vice-Chamberlain,  William  Pultney,  Efq- 
“  Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  board  a  report 
from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Com^ 
mittee  of  Council,  upon  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Richardfon  and  Richard  Partridge,  on  behalf  of 
Jofeph  Anthony,  John  Siflbn,  John  Akin,  and 
Philip  Tabor,  prifoners  in  the  common  gaol  at 
New-Briftol,  in  his  Majefty’s  Province  of  theMaf- 
I  •  ,  I  •  ^  ^  in  New-England,  for  not  aflefling 

the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  ofDartmouth  and  Tiver¬ 
ton  the  additional  taxes  of 7 2  ii,  impofed  upon 
them  by  an  aft  pafled  there  in  the  year  1722,  which 
appears  to  be  for  the  maintenance  of  Prefbyterian 
minifters,  who  are  not  of  their  perfuafion  j  and  alfo 
in  behalf  of  their  friends  called  Quakers  in  general, 
who  are  frequently  under  great  fufferings  for  con- 
fcience  fake  in  that  government :  By  which  report 
it  appears  that  their  Lordfliips  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
may  be  advifeable  for  his  Majefty  to  remit  the  faid 

additional 
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additional  taxeSj  fo  impofed  on  the  faid  two  towns^  and 
to  difcharge  the  faid  perfons  from  gaol.  His  Maje- 
lly  in  Council  taking  the  faid  report  into  confider- 
ation^  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  approve  thereof,  and 
hereby  to  remit  the  faid  additional  taxes  of  One 
Hundred  Pounds,  and  Seventy-two  Pounds  Eleven 
Shillings,  which  were  by  the  faid  adt  to  be  afleffed 
on  the  faid  towns  of  Dartmouth  and  Tiverton.  And 
his  Majefty  is  hereby  further  pleafed  to  order,  that 
the 'faid  Jofeph  Anthony,  John  SilTon,  John  Akin^ 
and  Philip  Tabor,  be  immediately  releafed  from 
their  imprifonment  on  account  thereof.  And  the 
Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  Cornmander 
in  Chief  for  the  time  being,  of  his  Majefty’s  faid 
Province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  all  others  whom 
it  may  concern,  ax^e  to  take  notice,  and  yield  due 
obedience  hereunto. 

'  Temple  Stanyan.’’ 

Before  this,  I  find  Mr.  Wallin,  in  one  of  his 
letters,  faying  of  King  George  the  Firft,  With¬ 
out  any  partiality  to  him  as  our  reigning  Prince, 

I  believe  he  is  the  greateft  man,  and  the  moft  fit 
for  government,  of  any  Prince  in  the  Chriftian 
world.'*  And  his  fon  and  fucceffor,  then  Prince  of 
Wales,  w'as  not  inferior  to  him.  By  the  above 

our  friends  were  releafed  from  a  thirteen  months 
imprifonment.  And  as  Jacob  Tabor  and  Beriah 
Goddard,  of  Dartmouth,  were  imprifoned  for  not 
afTeifing  faid  tax  of  1723,  Henry  Howland,  their 
other  afTeffor,  laid  their  cafe  before  the  Affembly  at 
Bofton,  who  on  November  26,  1724,  palTed  an 
aft  to  releafe  them,  To  fignify  their  ready  and 
dutiful  compliance  with  his  Majefty*s  declared 
will  and  pleafure.**  Anthony  and  SilTon  were  of 
Tiverton,  the  reft  were  of  Dartmouth,  and  Philip 
Tabor  was  a  Baptift  minifter  therein  :  Thefe  things 

M  w  t  re 
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were  far  from  affording  any  fatisfaclion  to  the  mini- 
fterial  party  here,  as  the  following  fads  will  Ihew, 
For  at  the  annual  convention  of  their  minifters  at 
Bofton,  May  26,  1725,  they  drew  up  an  addrefs  to 
their  Legiflature,  which  fays, 

V.  Considering  the  great  and  vifible  decay 
'  of  piety  in  the  country,  and  the  growth  of  many  mif- 
carriages,  which  they  fear  may  have  provoked  the 
glorious  Lord,  in  a  feries  of  various  judgments, 
wonderfully  to  diftrefs  us :  Confidering  alfo  the 
laudable  example  of  our  predeceffors  to  recover  and 
ejiablijh  the  faith  and  order  of  the  gofpel  in  the 
churches,  and  provide  againil  what  immoralities 
may  threaten  to  impair  them,  in  the  way  of  general 
Synods  convened  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  confidering 
that  about  45  years  have  now  rolled  away  fince  thefe 
churches  have  feen  any  fuch  conventions  ;  it  is  hum¬ 
bly  defired,  that  the  Honorable  General  Court  would 
exprefs  their  concern  for  the  intereft  of  religion  in 
the  country,  by  calling  the  feveral  churches  in  the 
Province  to  meet  by  their  paftors  and  meffengers  in 
a  Synod,  and  from  thence  offer  their  advice  upon 
that  weighty  cafe  which  the  circumftances  of  the  day 
do  loudly  call  to  be  confidered*:  PVhat  are  the  mij- 
carriages  whereof  we  have  reajon  to  think  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  heaven  upon  us  call  us  to  be  more  generally 
fenjibky  and  what  may  be  the  mojl  evangelical  and  effec¬ 
tual  expedients  to  put  a  flop  unto  thoje  or  the  like  miff 
carriages  ?  This  propofal  we  humbly  make,  in  hopes 
that,  if  it  be  profccuted,  it  may  be  followed  with 
many  defirable  confequences,  worthy  the  ftudy  of 

thofe 

^  What  they  wanted  was  to  recover  and  ejlahlijh  the  power 
which  minifters  claimed  ;  aiid,  like  the  Synod  of  1679, 
tliey  refer  to,  to  reprefent  to  rulers  and  people  that  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  heaven  would  follow  them,  if  that  was  not  granted, 
vol.  I?  p.  483, 
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thofe  whom  God  has  made,  and  we  are  fo  happy  to 
enjoy,  as  the  nurfing  fathefs  of  our  churches. 

Cotton  M  a  t  h  e  t.  ,  /;/  the  name  0 f  the  mmijiers 
affemhled  in  their  General  Convention^.*' 

On  June  3  the  Council  voted  to  grant  their  petw 
tion ;  but  the  Reprefentati  ves  voted  to  defer  the  mat-^ 
ter  till  their  next  feiTion,  which  the  Council  concur¬ 
red  with,  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Dummer  con^^ 
fented  thereto.  June  i  ith,  a  committee  of  the  Ge-^ 
neral  Court,  whereof  Samuel  Sewal,  Efq;  was  chair¬ 
man,  appointed  upon  the  affair  of  minifters  falaries, 
brought  in  a  report,  to  have  a  law  made  to  compel 
every  parifh  to  make  up  to  theirminifters  theirfeverai 
falaries,  equal  to  what  they  were  when  their  contrafts 
were  made ;  and  for  the  Judges  of  their  county 
Courts  to  determine  how  much  their  currency  had 
depreciated.  This  report  w’^as  not  accepted j  but  in- 
{lead  of  it  a  refolve  was  paffed,  recommending  it  to 
every  town,  precind:  and  pariih  in  the  Province,  to 
make  up  to  their  refpeftive  minifters  their  falaries 
equal  to  what  money  w^as  when  their  contrafts  were 
made ;  which  refolve  they  ordered  to  be  read  to  each 
congregation  the  next  Lord's  day  after  it  was 
received,  and  alfo  in  their  parifti  meetings  the 
March  after f.  Epifcopalians  fent  an  account  to 
the  Bifhop  of  London  of  the  faid  petition  for  a 
Synod,  wJie  laid  the  fame  before  the  Lords  Juftices 
of  the  Regency  5  from  whom  a  {harp  reprimand  was 
wrote  to  Mr.  Dummer,  Oftober  7,  172.5,  for  giv-^ 
ing  any  countenance  to  faid  petition,  and  for  not 
fending  over  an  account  thereof  immediately  after 
it  was  prefented  and  afted  upon.  They  declared 
that  enquiry  had  been  made  by  proper  authority, 
and  they  could  not  find  that  there  was  any  regular 
cftablifhment  of  a  national  or  provincial  church 

herCj. 

*  Hutchinfon,  vqI,  2,  p.  3 2z,  f  Maflk<;hwfett§  record?* 
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here,  fo  as  to  warrant  the  holding  Synods  of  the 
clergy ;  but  that  if  thejre  were,  it  was  the  King’s 
prerogative  to  call  therrij  which  therefore  v/as  in¬ 
vaded  by  the  General  Court  when  they  intermed¬ 
dled  therewith.  And  if  fuch  a  Synod  was  called, 
and  ftould  be  fitting  when  their  letter  arrived,  they 
recjuiied  Dummer  ‘‘  1  o  caule  fuch  their  meeting 
to  ceafe,  acquainting  them  that  their  afTembly  it. 
againft  law,  and  a  contempt  of  his  Majefty’s  prero¬ 
gative,  and  that  they  are  forbid  to  meet  any  more  ; 
but  if,  nptwithftanding  fuch  fignification,  they  lhall 
continue  to  hold  fuch  an  afTembly,  you  are  then  to 
take  care  that  the  principal  aftors  therein  be  profe- 
cuted  for  a  mifdem.eanor ;  but  you  are  to  avoid  do-: 
ing  any  formal  a6f  to  diflblve  them,  left  it  be  con- 
flrued  to  iipply  that  they  had  a  right  to  afiemble. 

Charles  Delafaye.” 

Mr.  Dummer,  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
endeavoured  to  excufe  himfelf,  by  obfervihg,  that 
alike  vote  of  the  Council  upon  a  like  petition  was 
pafTed  in  1715,  which  was  never  cenfured  from 
home  as  he  knew  of*.  But  then  it  was  not  coun¬ 
tenanced  by  the  other  branches  of  the  Legifia- 
ture,  as  this  was.  The  minifter  who,  in  behalf  of 
the  reft,  figned  the  above  petition  for  a  Synod,  pub- 
lifheda  book  in  1726^  wherein  he  promifes  a  faith¬ 
ful  account  of  the  difcipline  of  the  New-England 
churches.  Much  of  it  was  written  many  years  be¬ 
fore,  and  an  atteftation  was  prefixed  to  it  by  Dr. 
Increafe  Mather,  dated  December  10,  1719.  After 
fixty-fix  years  labour  in  the  great  work  of  the  mi- 
niftry  he  fell  afieep,  Auguft  23,  1723,  a?t.  85. 
Tliough  he  was  a  friend  to  Councils  and  Synods, 
yet  he  teftified  againft  giving  them  fuch  power  as 
bis  fon  and  many  more  wanted.  But  he  and  others 

being 

»  Pwgifirs,  voi.  7,  p,  JJ7,'  rih 
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beino-  removed,  their  children  renewed  their  at¬ 
tempts  for  that  power.  His  fon  had  a  ftrong  affec¬ 
tion  for  the  propofals  of  1705,  and  for  Gov.  Salton- 
ftall,  who  procured  the  eftablilhment  of  that  fcheme 
in  Connedicut ;  even  fo  that  when  Saltonftail  died 
in  1724,  Mather  preached  a  funeral  fermon  for  him 
atBofton,  an  hundred  miles  off,  and  got  it  printed  at 
New-London.  He  alfo  now  difcovered  his  refent- 
ment  againft  Mr.  Wife,  for  writing  againft  laid  pro¬ 
pofals*!  And  having  declared  that  four  Synods 
had  been  called  by  authority  in  the  MalTachufetts, 
he  fays,  “  The  Synods  of  New-Eiigiand  know  no 
weapons,  but  what  are  purely  Jptritml.  They  have 
no  fecular  arm  to  enforce  any  canons  j  they  aflc 
none  ;  they  want  none.  And  they  cannot  believe, 
that  any  Proteftant  fecular  arm  would,  upon  due 
information,  any  more  forbid  their  meetings,  than 
they  would  any  of  the  religious  aflemblies  upheld 
in  the  country  p'.”  Had  this  been  true,  we  have  no 
reafon  to  think  that  their  meetings  would  have  been 
forbidden.  But  plain  fads  fhew,  that  the  immedi¬ 
ate  effed  of  the  firft  of  thofe  Synods  was  the  dif- 
folving  of  a  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  (who  would 
not  punifh  fuch  as  the  Synod  had  condemned)  and 
the  calling  of  another ;  who  disfranchifed,  difarmed 
and  banifted  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons. 
And  their  fecond  Synod  declared  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  magiftrate  to  put  forth  his  coerftve  power 
againft  Jchftmatks ;  the  effeds  whereof  were  the  ffn- 
ing,  imprifoning,  fcourging,  banifhing  and  hang¬ 
ing  of  thofe  they  fo  called ;  And  the  refult  of  the 
fourth  Synod  caufed  the  nailing  up  of  the  Baptift 
meeting-houfe  in  Bofton  (vol.  i.  p.  83- — 86^  190, 
1218,  236,  329,  379,  387,  483  :)  And  are  all  thefe 

wea- 

"  Ratio  difciplinas  fratruni  Nqv*  p.  184. 

11  Ibid.  p.  172,  173, 
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weapons  purely  Jpifitual  /  His  meaning  no  doubt 
was,  that  their  Synods  only  informed  rulers  of  what 
was  their  duty,  which  they  were  to  do  out  of  regard 
to  God,  and  not  to  them.  Bur  the  moft  horrid  per- 
fecutions  that  ever  were  praftifed  were  done  under 
uch  pretences.  And  this  author  was  in  earneft  to 
have  their  order  of  minifters  fupported  bv  taxes 
impofed  and  collefted  » In  the  King’s  name/’  To 
juflify  which  he  fays,  If  the  moft  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  a  pkntation  are  Epifcopalians,  they  will 
have  a  mimfter  of  their  own  perfuafion  j  and  the 
Dijfentersy  if  there  be  any  in  the  place,  muft  pay 
their  proportion  of  the  tax,  for  the  fupport  of  This 
legal  minifter*:'  He  knew  that  fuch  an  inftance 
had  not  then  taken  place  in  New-England  i  ,and  we 
know  that  every  thing  of  that  nature  has  been  ear- 
neftly  opjpofed  therein  ever  fince.  And  he  then  com- 
rnended  fome  of  his  party,  for  involving  a  falary  for 

general  rate  for  all  town  charo-es, 
“  Where Quakerifm  was  troublefomef which  he 
might  have  faid  was  likewife  done  to  the  Baptifts 
in  Rehoboth,  if  he  had  been^willing  the  whole  truth 
Ihould  be  known.  Mr.  Hollis’s  ideas  of  the  nature 
of  religion,  and  of  the  ftate  of  this  country,  appear 
in  the  following  letter  to  Elder  Wheaton. 

VI.  London y  March  la,  172"? 

“  Dear  Sir,  >  /  J- 

“  I  HAVE  newly  received,  under  covert  of  Mr. 
Eliflia  Callender,  your  long  looked-for  letter,  dated 
the  25th  of  December,  and  give  you  thanks  for  the 
account  you  give  me  of  the  affairs  of  your  church, 
your  circumftances,  and  your  neighbours.  I  am 
glad  the  books  fent  you  are  of  ufe  unto  you  ;  by 
the  fame  hand  you  will  have  another  forwarded, 
which  I  value,  and  fuppofe  you  will.  I  rejoice  in 

the 
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the  fuccefs  of  your  miniftry,  and  increafe  of  your' 
church,  which  will  naturally  increafe  your  cares 
with  your  joy.  I  mourn  bccaufe  of  the  ignorance 
of  your  fleeping  Sabbatarians  :  Let  us  be  thankful 
for  our  light,  pity  them  and  pray  for  them,  and  en¬ 
deavour  in  love  to  lead  them  into  the  light  alfo. 
God,  that  hath  fhined  into  our  hearts  by  his  gofpel, 
can  lead  them  from  the  Sinai  covenant  and  the  law 
of  ceremonies,  into  the  light  of  the  new  covenant  and 
the  grace  thereof.  I  pity  to  fee  profeffors  drawing 
back  to  the  jaw,  and  defire  to  remember  that  our 
{landing  is  by  grace ;  and  therefore  not  to  be  high- 
minded  over  them,  but  fear,  remembering  our 
Lord’s  words,  watch  and  pray ^  left  ye  enter  into  temp¬ 
tation.  Every  word  of  God  is  precious ;  the  faints 
love  it ;  and  they  that  'honor  him  he  will  honor ; 
and  in  keeping  of  it  there  is  prefent  peace,  and  a 
promife  of  future  reward  :  We  now  live  by  faith 
and  not  by  fight ;  he  that  endureth  to  the  end  fhall 
be  faved.  Go  onj'Sir,  fowing  the  feed,  looking  up 
to  him  whofe  work  alone  it  is  to  give  the  increafe, 
whoever  be  the  planter  or  waterer ;  and  as  you  do 
abound  in  your  labours,  and  do  find  him  multiply¬ 
ing  feed  unto  you,  may  you  yet  abound  more  and 
more  to  the  end,  which  is  my  fincere  wifli.  Let 
no  man  rob  us  of  our  comfortable  hope,  that  when 
we  ceafe  to  be  here  we  fhall  ^  be  prefent  with  the 
Lord,  in  whofe  prefence  the  faints  believe  is  fulnefs 
of  joy  in  a  feparate  ftate,  and  expe6lation  of  great¬ 
er  in  the  refurre6lion,  when  it  fhall  be  fully  mam- 
fefted  how  he  loved  them.  Let  none  jeer  us  out 
of  our  duty  now  to  lifp  forth  his  praifes  with  our 
tongues,  fince  we  expeft  hereafter  to  fing  in  a  better 
manner  the  fong  of  the  Lamb,  with  a  much  more 
noble  chorus.  In  reference  to  your  poll-tax  and 
other  taxes,  which  are  neeeffary  for  fupport  of  the 

govern- 
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buSiT^Tf^-  efteemed  a 

burthen;  it  is  giving  tribute  or  tithes  to  whom  tri- 

bute  IS  due,  unlefs  the  taxes  do  opprefs  you  unequallv, 
kt  Baptifts  and  Separatifts  ;  if  fo,  then 

i  m  j  profefs  myfelf  a  Baptift)  and  I 

will  endeavour  to  have  a  word  fpoken  for  you  to  the 

Governor  that  you  may  be  eafed.  You  know  that 
our  profeflion  is  not  mody  in  your  country  nor  ours; 
fow  if  any  of  the  great  men  fubmitting  to  plain  in- 
ltitution;  _and  as  we  profefs  ourfelves  difciples' of 
v-hrilt.  It  IS  our  duty  to  take  up  our  crofs  with  pa¬ 
tience,  and  pay  parochial  duties  where  we  live,  and 

TOluntarilymaintainourown  charge,  and  be  thankful 

torour liberty  as  men  andChriftians  toourgood God, 
who  in  his  providence  has  infpired  many  magiftrates 
and  minifters  in  your  Protdnce  with  a  truer  fpirit 
of  catholic  charity  than  formerly.  •  You  have 
heard,  or  may  be  informed  by  Mr.  Callender,  of  my 
toundation  in  Harvard  college,  and  the  provifion 
1  have  made  for  Baptift  youth  to  be  educated  for 

m  equally  regarded  with  Pedobap- 

tilts.  If  you  know  any  as  may  be  duly  qualified, 
inform  me,  and  I  fhall  be  glad  to  recommend  them 
tor  the  firft  vacancy.  And  to  clofe ;  while  we  pro-, 
fefs  to  worfhip  God  nearer  to  the  rule  of  primitive 
inftitution  and  practice  of  our  great  prophet  and 
teacher,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  let 
our  light  fo  ftiine  before  men  in  all  holy  converla- 
tion,  that  fuch  whofe  inclinations  may  be  ready  to 
fpeak  evil  of  our  way  may  be  afhamed.  May  feri- 
ous  religion  and  godlinefs  in  the  power  of  it  flou- 
rifli  among  us ;  every  thing  that  goes  in  to  make  up 
the  true  Chriltian.  Where  the  image  of  Chrift  is 
formed  in  any,  I  call  them  the  excellent  of  the  earth ; 
with  fuch  I  delight  to  aflbeiate  and  worfliip,  what¬ 
ever  particular  denomination  they  may  go  by  among 

men  j 
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men  ;  and  this  I  would  do  till  we  all  come  into  the 
unity  of  the  faith,  &c.  Afts  xx.  32. 

7'our  loving  friendy 
Thomas  Hollis.’' 

This  I  copied  from  the  original  letter;  and 
would  juft  obferve  upon  it,  that  the  generality  of 
parifti  rates  here  were  only  for  the  fnpport  of  one 
way  of  worOiip,  and  not  for  the  government,  as  he 
fuppofed.  And  further  light  about  the  condu6l  of 
that  day  may  be  gained  from  the  following  letter. 

London y  February  18,  1724-5. 

Lear  Brother  Callendery 

I  HAD  the  pleafure  of  yours  by  Capt.  Law- 
rence,  and  am  glad  to  hear  of  your*  welfare.  May 
the  Lord  preferve  your  health  and  ufefulnefs.  I 
rejoice  at  the  increafe  of  your  members,  and  the 
good  profpeft  you  have  of  more  being  added  to 
your  church,  even  of  fuch  who  fhall  be  faved.  It 
is  fweet  encouragement  to  a  p6or  labourer  in  Chrift’s 
vineyard,  to  find  the  Lord  works  with  him ;  and 
fome  vifible  inftances  of  fovereign  grace  and  love 
among  his  people  make  his  drooping  fpirit  revive 
and  fing.  May  you  have  more  of  thefe,  efpecially 
among  the  rifing  generation ;  for  it  is  a  particular 
pleafure  to  fee  young  ones  look  Zionward,  and  tru¬ 
ly  remember  their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youth; 
though  in  this  cafe  we  have  always  feafon  to  rejoice 
with  trembling,  becaufe  fo  many  who  feemed  to  run  ^ 
well  for  a  time,  have  been  turned  afide  by  youthful 
lufts  (which  war  againft  the  foul)  to  the  wounding 
the  hearts  of  their  minitters,  and  the  difhonor  of  '  • 
Chrift.  I  am  forry  you  have  fo  much  caufe  to  com¬ 
plain,  with  us,  of  the  great  decay  of  the  power  and 
purity  of  religion.  I  am  afraid  this  inquifitive  age 
of  profeflbrs  fpend  too  much  time,  and  almoft  all 
their  zeal>  about  matters  of  fpeculation^and  neglecT 
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T  ) 

the  dofet  and  inward  experimental  religion  too 
much.  I  obferve  by  fome  letters  and  papers,  by 
Capt.  Lawrence,  that  there  is  a  number  of  young 
men  farmed  inta  a  fociety  at  Boffon,  who  have 
taken  trpon  them  the  name  of  the  Barean  Society, 
y  It  is  a  noble  defign  to  be  wholly  governed  by  fcrip- 
tiire,  and  wifh  every  pn^fellbr  had  fuch  a  refolution. 
They  feem  to  be  in  earneft  about  what  they  pro- 
■po(e,  -aTKi  if. any  of  their  zeal,  for  any  particular 
poirK  m  dilputeaniong^Chriftians,  H  ould  flame  too 
high,  r  am  glad  they  are  under  your  condud:,  by 
which  I' hope  they  will  be  difcdled  for  their  mutual 
edification,  and  the  honor  of  truth.  They  will  have 
fome  books  contained  in  the  catalogue  lent  loon, 
when  I  hope  to  write  more  particularly  on  this  head. 
I  met  Capt..  Lav/renee  at  our  honored  friend  Mr. 
Thomas  Hollh’s,  where  we  had  fome  particular  dif- 
courfe  about  your  place  and  people,  and  how  his 
bounty  to  your  church  was  laid  out.  From  the 
whole  I  apprehend  Mr.  Hollis  was  not  dilpleafed, 
but  approved  of  what  you  had  done,  and  hath  been 
fo  good  as  to  order  the  remaining  part  of  the  money 
for  your  own  ule  ;  befides  which  he  hath  been  pFaF 
ed  to  lend  yo^r  a  orefent  of  books.  I  have  often, 
my  dear  friend, adored  the  divine  goodnefs,  in  dif- 
pofingthis  gentleman’s  mind  to  fb  much  fervice  for 
the  inters*!!  of  Chrlft  in  general,  in  New-England 
as  well  as  Old  i  but  cfpecially  for  the  providence 
toy  which  fiich  a  gentleman  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  our  fmall  interefl:  in  thofe  Colonies,  who  had  fuch 
a  love  to  defpifed  truth,  as  to  own  and  encourage 
it  in  the  face-  of  fo  many  and  powerful  oppofers. 
It  is  this  good  providence,  I  apprehend,  hath  occa- 
iioned  fonie  perfons  to  look  favourably  tow^ards  the 
ibaptized  interefl:  in  Bofton,  and  gives  an  encourag- 
log  view  of*  greater  advantage  in  years  to  come. 

His 
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His  favours  to  you  and  yours  hath  doubtlel^  been 
ungrateful  to  feme  of  your  neighbours,  and  perhaps 
fome  have  been  unkind  and  weak  enough  to  defign 
you  a  prejudice  by  fome  accounts  given  ^  but  be  in 
no  pain  for  that,  for  Mr,  Hollis  is  no  fLranger  to  the 
weakneflTes  which  good  men  are  liable  to  y  nor  will 
he  be  eafily  perfuaded  into  hard  thoughts  of  any^ 
notwithftanding  their  many  weakr^ffes,  who  in  their 
general  condufl:  have  acquitted  themfelves  like 
Chriftians  and  honeft  men  ;  nor  do  any  who  attempt 
to  draw  hisdifpleafure  upon  another  perfon  without 
good  reafon,  do  himfelf  tlie  ieaft  fervice  thereby 
with  Mr.  Hollis.  That  the  good  will  of  him  that 
dwelt  in  the  bulh  rriay  be  with  you  and  yours,  h 
the' hearty  defire  of  your  fincerc  friend  and  unwor¬ 
thy  brother,  Edwaro  Wallin,’^* 

VII.  In  addition  to  his  other  donations,  Mr. 
Hollis  founded  a  profefforlhip  of  the  mathematics 
and  experimental  philofophy  in  Harvard  college;5, 
in  1726,  with  a  falary  of  Eighty  Pounds  a  year  to 
the  profeflbr ;  and  he  fent  over  an  apparatus  for 
the  purpofe,  which  coft  about  Or^e  Hundred  .and 
Fifty  Pounds  fterling,  befides  large  additions  to 
the  college  library*.  And  by  a  letter  to  Mr. 
(Callender,  from  Gayhead,  on  Martha’s  Vineyard, 
of  September  ii,  2727,  I  find  Jonas  Horfwet, 
an  Indian  minifter,  fending  for  fome  of  the  books 
he  had  received,  and  alfo  mentioning  Thomas 
Sekins,  another  Indian  preacher*  at  Nantucket«> 
(fee  vol.  I,  p.  438.)  About  this  time  four  Bap- 
tifts  were  feized  for  minifterial  taxes  in  the  Gountry^ 
and  were  call  into  prifon  at  Bofton  j  but  were  foon 
releafed  again  by  the  fpecial  order  of  Lieuterraat- 
Governor  Dummerf.  Near  the  fame  time  there 

♦  Neal,  vol.  2,  p.  220,  221.  ' 

f  Prg(^cr’s  renionftrance  in  17549 
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came  a  letter  from  Springfield,  figned  by  thirty 
men,  directed  to  the  Baptift  church  in  Bofton, 
requeuing  that  their  paftor  might  be  fent  up  to 
labour  among  them.  He  went  accordingly,  and 
on  July  23,  1727,  baptized  John  Leonard,  Eben- 
ezer  Leonard,  William  Scott,  Abel  Leonard,  and 
Thomas  Lamb,  of  Springfield,  and  Vidory  Sykes 
and  Marcy  Lawton,  of  Suffield.  A  letter  to  him 
dated  July  19,  figned  Daniel  Brewer,  Ebenezer 
Devotion,  Stephen  Williams,  Samuel  Hopkins, 
Nehemiah  Bull,  blames  him  for  not  firft  coming 
to  them,  and  fays,  “  We  cannot  think,  that  preach¬ 
ing  to  or  treating  with  particular  perfons  in  a 
private  manner,  to  inftil  into  them  dodrines  that 
we  think  are  not  according  to  truth  and  godlincfs, 
to  be  fo  Chriftian  like  5  and  we  alTure  you  is  not 
what  we  expeded  from  Mr.  Callender,  whatever  we 
might  have  feared  from  fome  others.”  Mr.  De¬ 
votion  was  rninifter  in  Suffield,  and  Bull  in  Weft- 
field  ;  the  other  three  were  of  Springfield.  When 
'Mr.  Callender  went  there  again  the  next  year, 
the  three  Springfield  minifters  wrote  to  enquire 
whether  he  came  prepared  for  and  expeding  a 
public  difpute  about  baptifm.  His  anfwer  was  in 
thefe  words : 

Springfield i  September  17,  1728. 

'  Reverend  Sir, 

It  is  not  my  cuftom  and  manner  to  go  about 
the  country  to  difpute  and  debate  and  wrangle  with 
thofe  that  differ  from  me  in  opinion.  It  is  well 
knowm  that  I  am  for  peace  with  all  men,  and  for 
Chriftians  to  live  in  love  and  charityj  and  for  every 
man  to  ad  as  he  is  fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind. 
But  if  you  will  not  be  quiet  and  eafy,  and  will  in- 
fift  upon  it  that  your  people  muft  hear  what  is  to 
|3e  faid  in  oppofitiQn  to  what  I  think  rntrarg/do  truth 
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and  godlinefs^  you  may  inform.  Sir,  your  humble 
fervant,  Elisha  Callender. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Daniel  Brewer d" 

VIII.  I  FIND  no  anfwer  to  this. - Upon  the  re¬ 

ceipt  of  their  lecond  charter.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  faid. 
Religion  is  forever  fecured ;  a  righteous  and  ge¬ 
nerous  liberty  of  confcience  eftablifhed.  And  the 
General  AlTembly  may,  by  their  afts,  give  a  dif^ 
tinguij}jing  encouragement  unto  that  religion  which 
is  the  general  prof^ion  of  the  inhabitants^/'  And 
for  thirty-fix  years  they  made  no  aft  to  exempt 
cither  Baptifts  or  Quakers  from  taxes  to  his  party  of 
minifters.  The  great  earthquake  was  in  the  even¬ 
ing  of  Oflober  29,  1727  ;  and^the  AlTembly  that 
met  the  2  2d  of  the  next  month  palTed  the  firft  aft 
of  exemption  therefrom,  that  they  ever  did  for  any 
denomination.  It  was  to  impower  every  fettled 
Epifcopal  minifter  to  draw  all  the  money  which 
was  afiTefifed  upon  any  of  his  fociety,  who  lived  with¬ 
in  five  miles  of  his  meeting,  if  they  ufually  attend¬ 
ed  worlhip  there ;  who  were  alfo  to  be  exempted 
from  taxes  for  building  or  repairing  of  meeting- 
houfes  for  the  eftablifhed  way.  But  it  required 
each  pariih  to  make  up  to  their  minifters,  within  two 
months,  all  the  money  that  might  by  their  means 
be  taken  from  them.  The  five  mile  limitation  was 
dropt  afterwards  1  and  by  an  afl  in  1742,  the  mini¬ 
fter  and  church-wardens  were  required  to  give  cer¬ 
tificates  to  each  parifh  treafurer,  where  any  of  their 
fociety  lived,  in  order  for  their  drawing  faid  money. 
Nothing  is  more  amazing  among  men,  than  the 
influence  which  the  love  of  power  and  gain  has  to 
blind  their  minds.  The  admiffion  of  the  houfes 
both  of  Orange  and  Hanover  to  the  Britilh  throne, 

wa4 

*  Account  of  his  father’s  life,  p.  141.  Hc  hijuftlf  died  Fe¬ 
bruary  13,  1728,  aet,  65, 
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was  upon  the  principle  that  government  is  founded 
in  compaa.  And  the  moft  effential  article  of  the 
national  Oompaft  was,  that  none  ihould  be  taxed  but 
oy  their  pwn_  reprefen  tatives.  Yet  becaufe  the  re- 
prelentatives  in  this  government  refufed  to  put  it 
out  of  their  power'  to  give  or  withhold  the  falary 
dernanded  by  the  Crown,  for  Governors  that  they 
could  have  no  choice  in  appointing  or  remov- 
ing,  an  attempt  was  made  in  England  to  bring  the 
cafe  before  the  Parliament,  and  to  take  away  our 
fecond  charter.  But  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dummer,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  publilhed  in 
London  fuch  a  defence  of  our  charter-rights  in 
1721,  as,  with  other  things,  prevented  it.  Though 
in  1725  an  explanatory  charter  was  added,  which 
aeprived  the  reprefentatives  of  power  to  put  their 
own  Speaker  into  office,  without  the  conlent  of  the 
Governor.  Thefe  things  were  jiiflly  coniplained 
o  ^  by  thole  who  daily  praftiled  a  like  iniquity 
thcmlelves.  For  it  is  not  more  certain  that  Ame¬ 
rica  is  not  reprefented  in  the  Britifli  Parliament, 
than  it  is  that  a  quantity  money  does  not  give  any 
men  a  right  to  judge  for  their  neighbours  about 
foul-guides,  and  to  enforce  their  judgments  with 
the  fword.  Yet  this  was  daily  pra^tifed,  to  fup- 
port  teachers,  that  many  who  were  taxed  to  them 
had  no  more  voice  in  choofing,  than  faid  reprefen¬ 
tatives  had  in  their  Grovernors.  But  as  hot  conten¬ 
tions  ftill  continued  about  the  Governor’s  falary,  and 
other  dangers  hung  over  them,  when  their  Affembly 
met  at  Bolton  in  May,  1728,  they  made  a  law, 
‘^~That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this 
aft,  none  of  the  perfons  commonly  called  Anabap- 
tills,  nor  any  of  thofe  called  Quakers,  that  are  or 
lhall  be  enrolled  or  entered  in  their  feveral  focieties 
3S  {numbers  thereof^  and  who  alledge  a  Icruple  of 

confeienco 
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confcience  as  the  reafon  of  their  refufal  to  pay  any 
part  or  proportion  of  fuch  taxes,  as  are  from  time  to 
time  affefTed  for  the  fupport  of  the  minifter  or  mini- 
fters  of  the  churches  eftabliflied  by  the  laws  of  this 
Province,  in  the  town  or  place  where  they  dwell, 
lhall  have  their  polls  taxed  towards  the  fupport  of 
fuch  minifter  or  minifters,  nor  fhall  their  bodies  be 
at  any  time  taken  in  execution,  to  fatisfy  any  fuch 
minifterial  rate  or  tax,  affelTed  upon  their  eftates  or 
faculty  :  Provided  that'  fuch  perfons  do  ufually  at¬ 
tend  the  meetings  of  their  refpecdiive  focieties,  aflem- 
bling  upon  the  Lord's  day  for  the  worlhip  of  God, 
and  that  they  live  within  five  miles  of  the  place  of 
fuch  meeting."  The  way  preferibed  for  their  be¬ 
ing  known,  was  for  each  county  Court,  at  their  next 
feflion  after  the  firft  of  June  annually,  to  appoint 
meet  perfons  of  thofe  focieties,  To  bring  in  a  lift, 
upon  oath  or  folemn  affirmation,  of  all  perlbns 
v/ithin  their  refpeftive  towns  or  precinfts,  that 
profefs  themfelves  to  be  Anabaptifts  or  Quakers, 
and  ufually  attend  their  meetings  as  aforefaid,  af¬ 
ter  which  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
lhall  give  in  to  the  afieflbrs  of  each  town  or  pre- 
cin6t  a  lift  of  their  names." 

IX.  Here  we  may  lee  that  arbitrary  power  is 
always  the  fame  in  nature,  in  every  age,  and  every 
country.  Go  ye^  Jerve  the  Lordi  only  let  your  flocks 
and  your  herds  be  flayed^  faid  Pharaoh.  Let  their 
polls  be  exempted,  but  their  eftates  and  faculties 
be  taxed,  faid  the  Mafiachufetts.  Herein  they 
imitated  him ;  but  in  two  other  points  they  went 
beyond  him.  Go  not  very  far  azvay^  laid  Pharaoh ; 
go  but  five  miles,  faid  the  Mafiachufetts  ;  though 
.many  of  their  own  parifhioners,  from  that  day  to 
this,  muft  go  much  further  than  that  to  meeting. 
Neither  did  Pharaoh  require  a  lift  of  the  people 

upon 
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upon  oath,  as  thefe  did.  Little  did  Mr.  Hollis 
know  how  his  brethren  here  were  treated.  His 
friend  Wheaton,  who,  as  was  before  obferved, 

Zv  fociety,  lived  within  the  bounds 

of  Kehoboth,  now  hoped  for  fome  relief;  and  for 
that  end  applied  to  their  next  county  Court;  but 
were  told  by  the  judges,  that  faid  law  did  not  take 
place  that  year.  And  for  refufing  to  pay  that  year’s 
tax  to  John  Greenwood  and  David  Turner,  mini- 
Iters  or  that  town,  twenty-eight  Baptifts,  two  Qua¬ 
kers,  and  two  Epifcopaiians^  were  feized  and 
imprifoned  at  Briflol,  by  Jonathan  Bofworth  and 
Jacob  Ormfbee,  conftables  of  Rehoboth  ;  the  main 
of  them  on  March  3,  1729.  Hereupon  they  fent 
a  petition  to  Governor  Burnet  in  Council  3  wherein 
they  claimed  charter  rights,  and  mentioned  the 
late  declaration  from  England,  that  there  was  no 
national  or  provincial  church  eftablifhed  here,  and 
the  releafe  of  prifoners  upon  that  footing  ^  and  that 
if  relief  was  not  granted  to  them,  they  foon  cxpeded 
the  imprifonment  of  feveral  Baptifts  and  Quakers, 
of  Taunton  and  Norton,  on  the  fame  fcore.  The 
Governor  and  Council,  on  March  8,  gave  their 
opinion,  that  faid  law  did  take  place  the  preceding 
year;  and  ordered  Seth  Williams,  Efq;  Chief 
Judge  of  that  county,  to  convene  a  number  of 

Juftices 

*  Obadiah  Bowen,  Azriakim  Peirce,  Jonathan  Thurber, 
Jeremiah  Ormfbee,  Squire  Wheeler,  Daniel  Bullock,  Samuel 
GofF,  Jofeph  Bowen,  James  Hicks,  Seth  Guernfey,  Edmund 
Ingalls,  Benjamin  Ingalls,  Ephraim  Martin,  Miel  Peirce,  Samuel 
Thurber,  William  Wheeler,  Philip  Wheeler,  Gideon  Hammond, 
Jeremiah  Ormfbee,  jun.  Ephraim  Martin,  jun.  John  Jones, 
James  Lewis,  Thomas  Horton,  Richard  Round,  Jotham  Car¬ 
penter,  Samuel  Bullock,  Richard  Bullock,  Ephpim  Wheaton, 
jun,  Baptifts ;  Henry  Finch  and  John  Hicks,  Quakers ;  Samuel 
Carpenter  and  John  Bowen,  Epifcopalians.  Philip  Wheeler 
was  Colonel  of  the  militia  in  that  CQUnty  afterwards,  Wheatou 
was  ftn  tQ  their  crinifter* 
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Juftices  at  Briflol,  and  to  do  all  they  lawfully  could 
for  the  releafe  of  thofe  prifoners.  He  convened 
fome  of  them,  but  gave  no  relief  to  thofe  men. 
Mr.  Comer  came  and  preached  to  them  March  1 1. 
And  as  no  other  way  appeared  of  deliverance  from  ' 
a  naufeous  place  which  had  injured  their  health, 
but  paying  faid  taxes  and  cofts,  this  was  foon  after 
done  by  their  friends.  However,  left  furthei'  com¬ 
plaints  fhould  be  carried  to  England,  the  AlTem- 
bly  at  Bofton,  November  19,  1729,  added  an  a6t 
to  exempt  their  eftates  and  faculties  alfo ;  but 

Under  the  fame  conditions  and  limitations  that 
their  polls  were  before/'  An^  it  was  not  to  exempt 
from  any  tax  that  was  made,  and  then  in  colleftors 
hands,  nor  to  continue  in  force  any  longer  thaa 
their  May  feflion,  1733. 

X.  After  the  death  of  Governor  Saltonftall,  the 
Connedlicut  Aflembly  of  Oftober  8,  3724,  elect¬ 
ed  Jofeph  Talcott,  Efq;  in  his  ftead;  under  whofc 
adminiftration  they  enjoyed  more  liberty  for  feven- 
teen  years,  than  they  had  under  his  predeceflor* 
Stephen  Gorton  was  ordained,  at  New- London, 
paftor  of  the  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Connedicut, 
November  28,  1726,  by  the  afliftance  of  their 
elders,  Wightman  of  Groton,  and  Comer  of  New¬ 
port.  And  as  Wightman  was  called  to  preach  in 
Lyme,  Mr.  John  Bulkly,  a  learned  minilter  ofi 
Colchefter,  came  and  held  a  public  difpute  with 
him  at  Lyme,  June  7,  1727,  upon  baptifm*and 
minifters  fupport.  The  queftion  concerning  the 
latter  point  Wightman  ftated  thus :  Whether 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  ought  to  be  maintained  in 
the  leaft,  by  gc^ds  taken  away  by  force  from  men 
of  contrary  perfuafions  And  he  gave  thefe  rea- 
fons  againft  that  praftice  :  i  •  Becaufe  there  is  no’ 
precept  nor  precedent  for  fo  doing  in  the  new 

O  teftament. 
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teftarnent,  2.  Becaufe  fo  to  do  is  what  we  would 
not  be  done  unto  ourfelves.  3.  Becaufe  the  Lord 
requires  only  volunteers,  and  not  farced  men  in 
his  fervice/'  But  Bulkly  refufed  to  difpute  upon 
this  footing,  and  Ihifted  the  queftion,  to  whether 
their  way  was  lawful  or  not  ?  And,  after  going 
faf  about,  he  faid,  Lawful  authority  have  aright 
to  determine  the  undetermined  modes  of  moral 
duties.’’  To  which  Wightman  faid,  i.But  they 
muft  always  determine  the  mode  in  the  order  of 
morality,  and  fo  they  may  do  to  others,  as  they 
would  they  fhould  do  to  them  in  like  cafe.  Now 
would  you  have  the  fuperior  powers  of  England  fo 
to  determine  for  you,  that  you  may  have  liberty  and 
only  bear  your  own  charges  in  this  affair  2.  This 
point  I  think  is  not  undetermined  in  feripture,  which 
fhews  us  no  other  way  for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel 
miniftry,  but  what  is  from  the  free-will  offerings 
of  the  people.”  And  as  Bulkly  raked  together 
many  fcandalous  things  that  ,had  been  publifhed 
againft  the  Baptifts,  and  then  faid,  They  are  but 
of  yeflerday,  and  fo  confequently  the  truth  cannot 
be  with  them,  as  being  not  known  in  the  world  till 
about  two  hundred  years  paft;”  Wightman  repli¬ 
ed  and  faid,'  never  r>eadof  a  Prefbyterian  longer 
than  the  faid  term ;  how  then  can  the  way  of  truth 
be  with  them  ?  If  you  fay,  there  were  men  of  your 
priijciples  many  years  before,  I  anfwei",  that  there 
were  men  profeiTing  the  dodlrines  maintained  by 
us  long  before  that  time^.” 

XI.  The  May  feffion  ofConnedlicutLegiflaturc, 
in  I*’ 29,  paffed  an  aft  in  favour  of  Quakers,  to  ex¬ 
empt  all  from  minifterial  taxes,  Who  do  attend 
the  worlhip  of  God  in  fuch  way  as  is  allowed,  and 
flialLproduce  a  certificate  from  fbch  fociety,  of  their 

having 

S  Buikly,  p,  ip,  176,  JVightiaan;  p,  25,  2^  41^ 


[1729-]  NEW-ENGLAND.  s’J 

having  ioined  themfelves  to  them,  and  that  they  do 
belono*  unto  their  fociety.  At  an  afTociatiQn  o 
Baptift  churches  at  North-Kingftown,  September  6, 
1729,  they  drew  a  petition  to  the  General  Aflembly 
of  Connefticut,  that  their  brethren  who  were  fcat- 
tered  up  and  down  in  that  Colony  might  be. ex¬ 
empted  from  taxes  to  miniilers  and  meeting-hotiles 
that  they  diffented  from  ;  which  was  figned'by  Rich¬ 
ard  Sweet,  Valentine Wightman,  SamuelEiflc,  John 
Comer,  elders,  Timothy  Peckom,  Jofeph  Hol.ipes, 
Ebenezer  Cook,  Benjamin  Herend,en,and  other  bre¬ 
thren,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  one  of  whom  was 
Thomas  Durkee  of  V/indham  ;  to  which,  was  af¬ 
terward  added  thefe  lines,  viz.  We  the  fubferi- 
bers  do  heartily  concur  with  the  memorial  of  our 
brethren  on  the  other  fide,  and  do  humbly  requeR 
the  fame  may  be  granted,  which  we  think  wiH 
much  tend  to  Chriftian  unity,  and  be  ferviceable 
to  true  religion,  and  will  very  niuch  rejoice  your 
honors  friends,  and  very  humble  fervants, 

Joseph  Jencks,  Governor, 

'  James  Clark,  1  Elders. 

.  .  Daniel  Wightman,  I 

«  Newport,  September  10,  1729.” 

Hereupon  the  Afiembly,  who  met  at  New- 
Haven,  Oftober  9,  1729,  pafled  an  ad  to  allow 
tlie  Baptifts  the  fame  privileges  as  were  granted  to 
the  Quaker's  the  May  before;,  both  of  them  being 
perpetual  laws,,  and  not  fuch  temporary  afts  ,  as 
the  Maffachufetts  have  perplexed,  themfelves  and 
others  with.  Prefident  Stiles  informs  me,  that 
the  Bap.titts  in  Saybrook  were  the.  firil  who  took  the 
benefit  of  this  ail.  And  a  concife  account  of  the 
affairs  of  the  college  he  prefides  over  ihall  clofe  this 
chapter.  Connecticut  Legifiat-ue.  firff  granted  a 

charter  for  it  in  1701,  It  was  then  intended  to  be 

at 
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at  Saybrook  j  but  after  hot  contentions,  wherein  a 
large  and  valuable  part  of  their  library  was  loft, 
^  was  lettled  at  New-Haven  in  1718.  Elihu  Yale, 
Elq;  Governor  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  in  Lon¬ 
don,  nnade  large  donations  to, it,  upon  which  it 
was  called  Yale  College.  In  1719,  Mr.  Timothy 
<^utler^  minifter  at  Stratford,  was  chofen  Reftor 
onp  But  m  September,  1722,  he  refigned  that 
office,  and  went  to  England  for  Epilcopal  ordi- 
nation,  from  whence  he  alfo  received  the  title  of 
D.  D.  and  was  a  miffionary  many  years  in  Bofton. 
After  his  departure,  Mr.  Samuel  Andrew,^minifter 
at  Milford,  prefided  at  their  commencements,  until 
Mr.  Elifha  ^^^illiams,  of  Wetliersfield,  was  chofen 
t^heir  Reftor  in  1 7  25  ;  which  officq  he  fuftained  with 
^  honor  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  others,  till  he 
refigned  it  on  October  31,  1739,  ^rid  removed 
back  to  \Yethersfield  ;  which  town  he  often  repre- 
lented  in  their  Afl'embly,  and  was  ferviceable  in 
other  offices  j  one  of  which  was  to  go  over  as  a  fpe- 
cial  Agent  for  his  Colony  to  England.  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Clap,  of  Windham,  fucceeded  him  in  the  col¬ 
lege  ;  the  government  of  which,  by  their  firft  char¬ 
ter,  was  in  the  Truftees,  wtio  chole  the  Rector  and 
Tutors.  But  by  a  more  ample  charter  from  their 
Legifiatuie,  dated  May  9,  1745?  their  order  was 
changed  to  that  of,  The  Prefident  and  Fellows  of  Tale 
Colle^e^  in  New-Haven ;  whole  number  is  twelve. 
The  eleven  Fellows  are  all  fettled  minifters,  who 
elect  the  Prefident,  and  alfb  their  own  members, 
when  any  of  them  refign,  die,  or  are  difplaced ! 
feven  of  the  Corporation  being  a  quorum  *. 


f  Douglas,  vqI.  2,  p,  18}— i8i, 
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CHAP.  V. 

I,  A  general  View  of  the  Aifairs  of 
Rhode-Illand  Colony,  i.  Of  parr 
ticular  Errors  therein.  3.  Their 
civil  State  concifely  defcribed. 
4.  Their  Order  commended  by 
Maffachufetts  Minifters.  5.  Re¬ 
marks  thereon.  6.  Account  of 
the  Rogerenes.  7,  The  fame  in*- 
ftrudive  to  others. 

/ 

A  - 

I.  O I  N  C  E  the  diforders  inRhode-Ifland  Colony 
have  often  been  recurred  to,  as  a  prevailing 
argument  for  fupporting  worfliip  by  tax  and  com- 
pulfion,  the  evil  effefts  of  which  have  had  a  great 
influence  in  continuing  fome  of  thofe  diforders,  an 
humble  attempt  lhall  here  be  made  to  fearch  this 
matter  to  the  bottom. .  And  in  the  firfl:  place  we  are 
to  remember,  that  the  exiftence  of  that  Colony,  as  a 
diftinft  government,  was  long  an  eye-fore  to  mapy 
of  their  neighbours  ;  who  tried  a  variety  of  mean 
and  cruel  methods  to  divide  and  conquer  it.  And 
Solomon  fays,  furely  oppreffion  maketh  a  wife  man 
mad  ;  and  none  will  pretend  that  all  the  inhabitants 
of  that  Colony  were  wife  men  :  Yet  all  the  mad- 
nefs  of  their  wife  men,  and  all  the  ignorance  and 
folly  of  others,  have  been  induflrioufly  held  up  to 
the  world,  as  a  convincing  proof  of  the  neceffity  of 
an  eftablifhed  religion  by  human  laws.  And  as  the 

terms  learned  and  orthgdox  have  been  connected  in 

this 


94  A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

this  argument,  colleges  and  perfecution  have  grown 
up  together  in  the  ideas  of  multitudes  ;  and  in  not 
a  few  Calvinifm,  family  worfhip,  and  a  religious 
regard  to  the  Chriftian  fabbath,  have  gone  in¬ 
to  the  fame  connexion,  Notwithftanding  it  is 
moft  certain,. that  Mr,  Williams,  the  founder  of  faid 
Colony,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  who  procured  their  fecond 
charter,  were  men  of  fuperior  learning,  and  held 
ftriftly  to  the  doctrines  of  fovereign  grace,  and  to 
the  duties  of  private  and  public  worfhip  3  as  many 
other  fathers  of  the  Colony  alfo  did:  But  their 
children,  as  well  as  others,  have  been  more  ready 
to  retain-  their  errors  than  their  virtues  y  fome  of 
which  I  will  name. 

II.  Daily  prayer  to  God  for  what  we  need, 
and  praifes  for  what  we  receive,  are  duties  taught 
by  reafon  as  well  as  revelation ;  and  every  perfon 
is  mexcufahle  that  negledls  the  immediate  praftice  of 
thofe  duties,  Pfalm  evii.  8,  .15,  a8,  43,  A6ls 
xvii.  27>  Rom.  i.  20,  21.  But  the  ordinances 
of  fpecial  communion  in  the  Chriftian  church,  are 
only  known  by  pure  revelation,  which  requires 
previous  perfonal  qualifications  before  any  may 
partake  therein.  But  Mr.  Williams,  about  the 
time  of  his  banifhment  from  the  Maflachufetts, 
blended  thefe  two  kinds  of  duties  fo  ,much  toge¬ 
ther,  as  to.oppofe.  the  inculcating  of  prayer  upon 
the  unregenerate,  as > well  as  the  immediate  prac¬ 
tice  of  church  communion  :  As  if  a  criminal  might 
not  petition  for  help  and  mercy,  nor  give  thanks 
for  what  he  received,  any  more  than  to  aft  in  fel- 
lowlhip  with  his  Prince  before  he  was  pardoned 
and  reconciled.  And  calling  off  fear,  and  reftrain- 
ing  prayer  before  God,  is  fo  exceeding  natural  to 
fallen  men,  that  great  numbers  have  held  fall  this 
error,  ^  Abovetthree  years  after  Mr.  Williarns  was 

banifhed. 
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banifhed,  he  alfo  {tumbled  upon  another  error, 
which  many  who  reproach  him  are  {till  tenacious 
of;  namely,  the  opinion  that  minifterial  authority 
muft  be  derived  by  an  external  fuccefTion  from  in- 
fpired  men.  The  confounding  of  the  Jewifh 
priefthood  with  the  gofpel  minillry,  is  the  fource 
of  this  error.  Upon  their  return  from  Babylon, 
thofe  priefts  who  could  not  produce  a  regifter  of 
their  fucceffion  from  Aaron,  were-not  fuffered  to 
officiate  as  fuch,  until  a  new  miff.on  fhould  be 
given  from  above,  Ezra  ii.  62,  63.  And  not 
finding  a  like  regifter  from  the  apoftles,  caufed  hdr* 
Williams  to  refrain  from  church  communion  in 
his  latter  days,  though  not  from-  public  worfhip. 
And  how  ready  have  many  been  from  hence  to 
excufe  themfelves  in  a  carelefs  negleft  of  all  re¬ 
ligion?  To  which  Gorton’s  teaching  and  influ¬ 
ence  added  great  force.  He  had  a  Angular  knack 
at  turning  the  fcriptures  into  mift  and  allegory, 
under  a  pretence  of  great  fpirituality ;  and  alfo  at 
running  down  his  opponents  with  fatyr  and^  ridi¬ 
cule  ;  arts  that  have  been  very  bewitching  in  Ut¬ 
ter  ages.  The  coming  and  fufferings  of  Chrift 
he  held  to  be  myftical,  and  not  literal ;  and  he 
treated  the  doftrine  of  vlfible  inftituted  churches 
with  the  utmoft  contempt.  Says  he,  “  Such 
Pharifaical  interpreters,  who  ereft- churches  as  true 
churches  of  God,  that  admit  of  decay,  and  falling 
from  God,  in  whole  or  any  members  thereof,  are 
they  who  have  deceived  and  undone  the  world, 
from  the  founda?tion  thereof  unto  this  day,  and  are 
the  proper  witches  of  the  world  which  the  fcripture 
intends.”  And  he  conftrued  the  mint,  anife  and 
cummin  of  the  Pharifces,  as  applicable  to  all  who 

pradife  the  external  adminiftration  of  baptifm, 

break- 
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breaking  of  bread,  and  church  cenfures  *.  He  was 
a  leader  m  public  wordiip  at  Warwick  for  fixty 
years,  by  way  of  teaching,  prayer  and  finging ;  but 

^^cceffor,  furnifhed  with  his  art,  a  ne- 
gleht  if  not  a  contempt  of  public  worlhip  and  of 
other  religious  duties  has  greatly  prevailed  in  thofe 
parts,  enforced  with  the  remembrance  of  former 
cruelties  lliown  to  their  fathers  under  religious  pre¬ 
tences.  And  as  Calvinifm  was  the  general  plan  of 
ortliodoxy  among  their  opprelTors,  the  oppofite  fen- 
timents  more  eafily  prevailed  in  moft  of  the  Baptitt 
churches,  though  it  was  an  apoftaly  from  the  doc¬ 
trines  they  were  founded  upon.  And  running  into 
extremes,  on  other  accounts,  increafed  their  unhap- 
pinefs._  Being  hardly  accufed  with  the  want  of  valid 
^^^^tiiftrators,  moved  ieven  Baptift  churches,  who 
met  in  London  in  1 643,  to  declare  i  t  as  their  faith,  that 
by  Chrift’s  commiflion  every  difciple,  who  had  a  gift  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  had  a  right  to  adminifter  baptifm, 
even  before  he  was  ordained  in  any  clnirchf.  But 
it  is  tobeobferved,thatPhilip  was  anordained  officer 
in  the  church  before  he  baptized  the  young  believ¬ 
ers  at  Samaria  ;  while  none  but  apoflles  laid  on 
hands  after  baptifm,  both  there  and  at  Ephefus  ; 
and  which  was  attended  with  extraordinary  effeds 
in  each  place.  Ads  viii.  14,  17,  xix.  6.  Yet  Mr. 
Samuel  Hubbard  informs  us,  that  in  1652  the, 
pradice  was  adopted,  firft  at  Providence,  and  then 
at  Newport,  of  gifted  difciples  adminiftring  both 
baptifm  and  laying  on  of  hands,  who  we’^e  not  Or¬ 
dained  officers  in  any  church  ;  which  pradice  w'as 
continued  by  fome  for  many  years  after.  In  1725 
the  fecond  church  in  Swanzey  voted  to  make  lay¬ 
ing  on  of  hands  a  term  of  their  communion  :  Per¬ 
haps 

*  Gordon’s  antidote  againft  Pharifaical  teachers,  p.  42,  52. 

'J-  Crolby,  vel.  l^,  appendix  p.  21. 
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hais  others  had  done  lb  before.  Many  conten¬ 
tions  and  divifions  were  caufed  by  thefe  things, 
which  grcatlyoblLruftedgofpelorderin their  church¬ 
es.  But  as  the  Chriitian  church  is  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth,  and  baptifm  is  the  initiating  or¬ 
dinance  thereof,  it  furely  rniul  belong  to  her,  efpe- 
cially  at  ordinary  times,  to  fet  men  apart  to  admi- 
nifter  it. 

Internal  right,  and  an  external  warrant  to  exer- 
cife  it,  are  diftinft  things.  Every  renewed  foul  has 
an  internal  right  to  the  fpecial  privileges  of  the 
church  of  Chrill;  and  thofe  to  v/hom  he  has  given 
Special  gifts  for  the  miniftry,  have  an  internal  right 
to  improve  them  ;  but  a  perfon  muft  be  received  as 
•an  orderly  member  of  a  particular  church  in  order 
to  his  adliing  as  fuch ;  and  thofe  who  are  qualified 
for  officers  ought  to  be  fet  apart  as  fuch  before  they 
baptize  others.  This  is  now  generally  allowed* 
Both  feripture  and  r^afon  plainly  fhew,  that  aftions 
may  be  done  in  extraordinary  cafes,  which  ought 
.  not  in  ordinary  times. ' 

III.  As  to  their  civil  affairs,  the  fir  ft  charter  o£ 
Providence  Colony  extended  to  the  Pequot  river 
and  country,  that  is,  into  the  heart  of  New-Londoii 
county  ;  and  it  was  given  eighteen  years  before 
Connecticut  charter.  And  the  lecond  charter  to 
Rhode-Ifiand  Colony  was  given  by  the  fame  autho¬ 
rity  which  g;ave  that  of  Connecticut;  and  this  au- 
thoriry  fixed  the  line  betwixt  them  in  a  moft  explicit 
manner  :  Yet  Connecticut  made  a  praCtice  of  vio¬ 
lently  crowding  over  that  line  for  above  fixty  years 
after  they  received  their  charter.  In  1720  Gover¬ 
nor  Jencks  was  fent  over  Agent  to  England  for  help 
againft  them.  At  length,  on  September  27,  1728,^ 
Roger  Wolcott,  James  Wadfworth,  and  Daniel 
Palmer,  Commiflioners  for  Connecticut,  and-Wil- 
^  P  \hm 
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iiam Wanton,  Benjamin  Ellery,  andWiiliam  Jencks, 
for  Rhode-Ifland,  figned  a  fettlement  of  that  line. 
The  fouth  part  is  exactly  according  to  Rhode- 
Ifland  charter ;  the  north  part  bears  a  little  eaft 
thereof  Plymouth  Colony  was  only  a  voluntary 
combination  among  themfelves,  as  to  government  y 
though  they  were  allowed  to  continue  fo  till  the 
revolution.  And  Rhode-Ifland  charter  was  given 
twenty-eight  years  before  Plymouth  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  the  MaiTachirfetts ;  yet  the  line  on  that 
fide  w'as  never  eftabliihed,  until  it  was  done  by  a 
Ipecial  commiffion  in  1741,  according  to  the  oldeft 
charter^;  which  gave  Rhode-Ifland  the  towns  of 
Little- Compton,  Tiverton,  Briftol,  Warren,  Bar¬ 
rington,  and  Cumberland,  that  they  had  not  enjoy¬ 
ed  before  (vol.  i,  p,  347,  350.)  The  hiftory  of 
their  civil  government  may  properly  be  divided  in¬ 
to  four  periods.  Before  the  revolution  of  1688, 
parties  both  on  fecular  and  religious  accounts 
Caufcd  much  unhappinefs.  From  thence  to  1732 
their  government  was  in  wflfe  and  Ready  hands  ;  fo 
that  they  had  but  two  Governors  in  thirty-four  years,. 
Afterwards  a  depreciating  paper  currency,  v/ith  bri¬ 
bery  in  eledlions,  produced  many 'and  great  evils  ; 
a  fight  of  which  moved  the  two  competitors  for  the 
office  of  Governor  amicably  to  give  up  their  pre- 
tenfions,  and  to  prevail  with  a  very  peaceable  gen¬ 
tleman  to  accept  the  chair  in  1769.  Since  then 
bribery^and  party  influence  have  been  better  guard¬ 
ed  agauift.  find  can  any  or  all  of  thefe  things  af¬ 
ford  the  leaftreafon  agalnil:  equal  liberty,  or  for  the 
ufe  of  compulfion  in  the  fupport  of  worfnip  ?  Yea, 
have  not  our  opponents  given  evidence  to  the  con¬ 
trary  in  that  Colony  ?  The  firfi:  Congregational 
church  therein  was  formed  at  Nev/port,  and  Mr. 

Nathanad 

^  POUgbfs,  VqI.  I,  p.  400,  YOl.  2;  p.  95* 
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Nathanael  Clap,  from  Dorcheftcr, was  ordained  their 
paftor,  November  3,  1720.  He  was  amauof  emi¬ 
nent  piety,  who  began  to  preach  there  in  1695,  and 
was  a  great  bleffing  among  them  till  his  death,  on 
October  30,  1745,  $t.  78  ;  for  whom  Mr.  John 
Callender  preached  and  printed  a  funeral  fermon. 
Mr,  Clap  was  a  liearty  friend  to  the  primitive  or- 
,der  of  their  churches  :  But  Mr.  John  Adams,  a 
young  tcpvcher  of  the  modern  ft?imp,  gained  the  at- 
teef  ions  of  a  large  part  of  his  church;  and  becaufe 
Mr.  Clap  could  not  confent  to  his  fettling  as  col¬ 
league  with  him,  nor  break  bread  to  a  number  of 
the  members,  a  party  council  divided  the  church,  and 
the  young  minifter  was  ordained  over  a  majority,  . 
April  It,  1728;  fo  that  Mr.  Clap  was  fliutout  of 
his  meeting-houfe,  and  his  people  built  another  for 
him.  The  third  Congregational  church  in  that  Co¬ 
lony  was  conitituted  at  Providence,  over  which  Mr. 
Jofiah  Cotton  w^as  ordained,  Oflober  23,  1728*. 
Some  things  previous  to  this  laft  event  call  for  a 
place  In  our  hifloiy.  After  confiderable  labours  in 
Providence  for  it,  the  Maffachufetts  minifters  fent 
them  the  following  letter. 

»  IV.  Ta  the  Honorable  Jojeph  Jericks,  Efy-,  late  De¬ 
puty-Governor,  V/tlliam  Hopkins,  EJq-,  Major  Jofepb 
Williar/is,  Jofeph  Whipple,  EJq-,  Colonel  Richard 

Waterman,  Arthur  Renner,  EJq-,  -  Wtlkinjon, 

EJq-,  Philip  Eillingbafi,  EJq-,  Capt.  Nicholas  Pow¬ 
er,  Capt.  Ehonias  Harris,  Capt.  William  Harris, 

Andre-w -Harris,  EJq-, - —Bro-wn,  EJq-,  John  Burton, 

Jonathan  dpr ague,  jun.  EJq-,  a'nd  to  the  other  eminent 
men  in  the  town  of  Providence -\ :  Pardon  our  igno¬ 
rant  e, 

^  Comer’s  diary  and  papers.  In  lefs  tlian  two  years  Adams 
was  difiniiied  by  his  church,  and  not  rsecoinin ended. 

~  y  I  am  well  informed,  that  jencks  (newly  returned  from  his 
agency  in  England)  Hopkins,  Williams,  Ycnncr,  Tillinghail, 

Fowax. 
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Tcince^  if_jiny  of  your  honorable  Chriftian  names,  or  if 
your  proper  order  be  miftaken. 

»  Ho  NORABLE  Gentlemen, 

We  wifh  you  grace,  mercy  and  peace,  and 
all  bleflings  for  time  and  eternity,  through  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  How  pleafing 
to  Almighty  God  and  our  glorious  Redeemer,  and 
how  conducible  to  the  public  tranquility  and  fafety, 
an  hearty  union  and  good  affedlion  of  all  pious 
Proteftants  of  whatfoever  particular  denomination 
on  account  of  fome  differences  in  opinion'  would 
be,  by  the  divine  bleffing,  yourfelves  as  w^eli  as 
w^e  are  not  infenlible.  And  v/ith  what  peace  and 
love  foci^ties  of  different  modes  of  worihip  have 
generally  entertained  one  another  in  your  govern¬ 
ment,  we  cannot  think  of  it  without  admiration  ; 
and  we  fuppofe,  under  God,  it  is  owing  to  the 
choice  liberty  granted  to  Proteftants  of  all  per- 
fuafions,  in  the  royal  charter  gracioufiy  given  you  ; 
and  to  the  wife  and  prudent  conducl  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  that  have  been  improved  as  Governors  and 
Juftices  in  your  Colony.  And  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Greenwmod,  before  his  deceafe  at  Rehoboth,  was 
much  affedled  with  the  v/ifdom  and  excellent  tem¬ 
per,  and  great  candour  of  fuch  of  yourfelves  as 
he  had  the  honor  to  wait  upon,  and  with  thofe 
worthy  and  obliging  expreflions  of  kind  refpedl 
he  met  with,  when  he  difcourfed  about  his  de- 
llres  to  make  an  experiment,  whether  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  our  miniflers  in  Providence  might  not  be 
acceptable,  and  whether  fomc  who  do  not  greatly 
incline  to  frequent  any  pious  meeting  in  the  place, 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  might  not  be  drav/n 

to 

Power,  Richard  Brown,  and  Sprague,  were  all  Baptills ;  Whip¬ 
ple,  an  Epifcopalian  ;  Waterman,  Samuel  Wilkinfon,  Burton, 
and  the  Harris’s,  were  Friends. 
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to  pive  their  prefence  to  hear  our  minifters,  and  fo 
might  be  won  over  (by  the  influence  of  heaven) 
into  ferious  godlinefs.  And  although  God  has 
taken  that  dear  brother  of  ours  from  his  work  in 
this  workk  yet  it  has  pleafed  the  Lord  to  incline 
fome  reverend  minillers  of  Connefticut,  and  fome 
of  ours^  to  preach  among  you  ^‘5  and  we  are  be¬ 
holden  to  the  mercy  of  heaven  for  the  freedom  and 
fafety  they  have  enjoyed^  under  the  wife  and  good 
government  of  the  place,  and  that  they  met  with 
kind  refpedt,  and  with  numbers  that  gave  a  kind 
reception  to  their  miniflrations  among  them. 
Thefe  things  we  acknowledge  with  all  thankful- 
nefs  ;  and  if  fuch  preaching  fliould  be  continued 
among  your  people  (defigned  only  for  the  glory 
of  God  and  Chrlft  Jeflis  in  chief,  and  nextly  for 
the  promoting  of  the  fpiritual  and  eternal  happinefs 
of  immortal  fouls,  and  the  furtherance  of  a  joy¬ 
ful  account  in  the  great  day  of  judgment)  we  ear- 
neflly  requeft,  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Greenwood,  in  his 
lifetime,  did  before  us,  that  yourfelves,  according 
to  your  power,  and  the  .interett  and  influence  that 
God  has  bleflTed  you  with,  will  continue  your  juft 
proteftions  ;  and  that  you  add  fuch  further  coun¬ 
tenance  and  encouragement  thereunto,  as  may  be 
pleafmg  to  the  eternal  God,  and  may,  through 
Chrift  Jefus,  obtain  for  you  the  greater  reward 
in  heaven.  And  if  ever  it  fhould  come  to  pafs, 
that  a  fmall  meeting-houfe  fliould  be  built  in  your 
town,  to  entertain  fuch  as  are  willing  to  hear  our 
minifters,  we  fhould  count  it  a  great  favour,  if  you 
all,  gentlemen,  or  any  of  yours,  would  pleafe  to 
build  pew^s  therein,  in  which  .you  and  they  (as 
often  as  you  fee  fit)  may  give  your  and  their  pre¬ 
fence  and  holy  attention.  And  we  hope  and  pray, 

that 

?  Mr.  Moody,  Ygrk,  with  as  wuoh  power  as  any. 
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that  ancient  matters  (that  had  acrimony  unhappily 
in  them)  may  be  buried  in  oblivion ;  and  that 
grace  and  peace^  and  holinefs  and  glory^  may 
dwell  in  every  part  of  New-England ;  and  that 
the  feveral  Provinces  and  Colonies  in  it  may  love 
one  another  with  pure  hearts  fervently.  So  re¬ 
commending  you  all,  and  your  ladies,  and  children, 
and  neighbours,  and  people,  to  the.bleffing  of  hea¬ 
then,  and  humbly  afking  your  prayers  to  tfc  divine 
throne  for  us,  we  take  leave  to  fubicribe  oiirfelves 
your  friends  and  fervants. 


Comm.ittee  of  the 
Alldciation^, 


Dated  O^oher  1721.’' 

V.  The  town  of  Providence  lent  them  an  an- 
fwer,  dated  February  .23,  1722,  figned  in  their 
name  by  Jonathan  Sprague  3  wherein  they  fay. 

We  take  notice  how  you  praife  the  love  and 
peace  that  diffenters  of  all  ranks  entertain  one  ano¬ 
ther  with,  in  this  government. — -We  anfwer,  this 
happinefs  principally  confifts  in  their  not  allowing 
focieties  any  fuperiority  one  over  another  3  but  each 
fociety  fupports  their  own  miniftry,  of  their  own 
free-will,  and  not  by  conftraint  or  force,  upon  any 
man’s  perfon  or  eftate  3  and  this  greatly  adds  to  our 
peace  and  tranquility.  But  the  contrary,  that  takes 
any  man’s  eftate  by  force,  to  maintain  their  own  or 
any  other  miniftry, itferves  for  nothing  but  to  provoke 
to  wrath,  envy  and  ftrife.  And  fince  you  wrote  this 
letter,  the  conftable  of  Attleborough  has  been  ta¬ 
king  away  the  eftates  of  our  dear  friends  and  pious 
diffenters,  to  maintain  their  minifter  3  the  like  hath 
been  done  in  Mendon.  Is  this  the  way  of  peace  ! 
Is  this  the  fruit  of  your  love  !  Why  do, you  hug  the 


iniquity 


^  Miuito  m  Bq&qxi,  DoKhdler  aud  Pedhaia. 
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iniquity  of  Eli’s  foils,  and  walk  in  the  fteps  of  the 
falfe  prophets,  to  bite  with  your  teeth,  and  cry  peace, 
but  no  longer  than  men  put  into  your  mouths  but 

you  prepare  war  againft  them  - You  defire  that 

all  former  injury,  done  by  you  to  us,  may  be  bu¬ 
ried  in  oblivion.  We  fay,  far  be  it  from  us  to 
revenge  ourfelves,  or  to  deal  to  you  as  you  have 
dealt  to  us,  but  rather  fay.  Father  forgive  them, 
they  know  not  what  they  do.  But  if  you  mean, 
that  we  fhould  not  fpeak  of  former  aftions,  done 
hurtfuliy  to  any  man's  perfon,  we  fay,  God  never 
called  for  that,  nor  fufFered  it  to  be  hid,  as  witnefs 
Cain,  Joab  and  Judas,  are  kept  on  record  to  deter 
other  men  from  doing  the  like."  A  reply  hereto  was 
printed  at  Bofton,  dated  September  7,  1722,  which 
did  not  pretend  to  deny  the  fafts  here  mentioned  ; 
but  made  a  great  flourifli  upon  a  word,  which  was 
not  in  their  firft  printed  letter,  but  was  the  error  oi 
the  prefs  in  a  fecond  edition ;  and  then  took  occa- 
fion  from  what  they  faid  about  recording  hurtful 
actions  to  publifli  a  copy  of  a  fentence  of  Court 
againft  Sprague  in  Bofton,  April  28,  1674,  For 
reproaching  and.  fcandalizing  the  magiftrates,  and 
for  lafcivious  carriage."  And  it  infinuated  that  their 
complaints  about  perfecution  were  becaufe  of  fuch 
fufferings  as  this. 

Sensible  how  the  populace  had  been  deceived 
by  fuch  arts,  Sprague  wrote  a  rejoinder,  dated 
January  24,  1723,  in  which  he  makes  fome  apo¬ 
logy  for  taking  notice  of  fuch  an  anonymous  revi¬ 
ling  piece,  which  profanely  fets  the  Court  records 
of  Bofton  upon  a  level  with  God's  infallible  record 
concerning  Cain  and  Judas  ;  and  informs  us  that 
one  of  the  two  witneffes  againft  him,  in  that  cafe 
at  Bofton,  was  afterwards  brought  to  repentance, 
and  joined  to  the  Baptift  chwch  he  belonged  to  in 

Providence  ^ 
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Providence;  when  fhe  afked  and  received  liis  fcK* 
givenefs,  for  wronging  him  in  her  teftimony  in  that 
cafe.  He  alio  obferves,  that  the  aitair  was  in  his 
eaiiy  days,  befoie  he  made  a  profelTlon  of  religion, 
when  he  really  was  a  vile  finner.  And  for  tl;e  latisr 
faClion  of  fe  rious  people  he  fays, 

My  youthful  walk  Til  not  commend^ 

Nor  go  about  it  to  defend'^ 

But  to  God's  glory  do  confefs^ 

I  liv'd  in  fin  and  wickednefs. 

Until  God's  love  to  me  appear'd^ 

His  dreadful  wrath  1  greatly  fear' d\ 

But  when  I  heard  Chrift's  lovely  voicSy 
My  heart  within  me  did  rejoice^ 

That  he  for  finner s  freely  dy'f 
That  finner s  might  he  juftify'd ; 

That  all  fuch  finners  he  would  fave^ 

As  mercy  of  him  humbly  crave  ; 

And  do  obey  his  holy  willy 
As  'tis  declar'd  in  his  gofpel ; 

So  on  his  grace  do  I  now  reftj 

And  fo  muji  all  that  foall  be  hlejlT 

But  laftly,  v/hy  do  you  ftrive  to  perfuade  the 
rifing  generation,  that  you  never  perfecuted  nor 
hurt  the  Baptifts  ?  Did  you  not  barbaroufly  fcourge 
Mr.  Obadiah  Holmes,  and  imprifon  John  Hazel, 
of  Rehoboth,  who  died  and  came  not  home  ?  And 
did  you  not  barbaroufly  fcourge  Mr.  Baker,  in 
Cambridge,  the  chief  mate  of  a  London  fhip  ? 
Where  alfo  you  imprifoned  Mr.  Thomas  Gould, 
John  Ruffel,  Benjamin  Sweetfer,  and  many  others, 
and  fined  them  Fifty  Pounds  a  man.  And  did  you 
not  take  away  a  part  of  the  faid  Sweetfer’s  land,  to 
pay  his  fine,  and  conveyed  it  to  Solomon  Phips,  the 
Deputy-Governor  Df^iforth’s  fon-in-law,  who  after 

by 
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by  the  hand  of  God  ran  diftrafted,  dying  fudden- 
ly,  faying  he  was  bewitched  ?  And  did  you  not  nail 
up  the  Baptift  meeting-houfe  doors,  and  fine  Mr. 
Jolin  Miles, .  Mr.  James  BrOwU,  and  Mr.  Nicholas 

Tanner  ? - ^Surely  I  can  fill  fh'eets  of  paper  with 

tlie  fufferings  of  the  Bapti'fts,  as  well  aS’  others, 
within  your  preci'rifts  ;  but  U^hat  I  have  mention¬ 


ed  fh  all  fuffiCe  for  the'  prefent.”  Mr.  Sprague 
preached  for  many  years  to  a  fnVall  fociety  of  Bap- 
tifts  in  that  which  is  now  the  eaft  part  of  Smith- 
field  ;  and  died  in  January,  1741,  ret.  93'.  Mr. 
Comer  knew-  him,  and  (peaks  of  him  as  a  very  ju¬ 
dicious  and  pious  rrtan.- 

VI.  As  a  further  prOof  of  the'  evil  effeds  of 
coercive  meafUres  about  religious  worlhip,  I 
lhail  here  add  fome  account  of  John  Rogers,  of 
New-London,  and  his  followers,  who  are  briefly 
defcribed  in  vol.  i,  p.  473—480.  He  intermixed 
a  number  of  precious  truths,  with  m'ay  things  of 
a  contrary  nature.  Governor  Leete  well  obferved, 
in  a  letter  there  publilhed,  that  if  Rogers  and  his 
party  had  been  Governors  in  Connefiticut,  it  might’ 
be  doubted  whether  they  would  have  allowed  peo¬ 
ple  fo  much  liberty  in  keeping  the  firft  day  of  the 
week  as  a  fabbath,  as  the  government  there  al- . 
lowed  to  him  and  his  followers  in  the  oppofite  way. 
For  Rogers  imagining  that  the  law  which  required 
the  keeping  of  that  day  eftablifhed  idolatry,  .was 
as  zealous  to  pull  it  down,  as  the  Jews  Were  againft 
idols  in  old  times.  And  the  fufferings  which  he 
met  with,  for  his  zeal  about  this  and  other  religious 
matters,  feemed  to  be  his  life;  until,  to  fh'ew  how 
ftrong  his  faith  was,  he  went  to  Bofton,  and  among 
the  infeflion  of  the  fmall-pox  there ;  but  catched  it, 
came  home  and  died  with  it,  and  cauled  the  death 
of  fome  others  thereby.  This  many  might  think- 

Q_  was 
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was  quite  enough  to  open  the  eyes  of  his  followers ; 
but  it  was  far  from  doing  it.  Perhaps  they  might 
think  lie  was  taken  away  in  judgment  to  them,  for 
rfieir  coldnefs  and  negligence.  Certain  it  is  that  Joleph 
Bolles  now  publifhed  a  fecond  edition  of  Rogers’s 
book,  intituled,  “  A  midnight  cry  from  the  temple 
of  God  to  the  ten  virgins  numbering  and  fleeping ; 
awake,  Wake,  arife,  and  gird  your,  loins,  and  trim 
your  lamps,  for  behold  the  Bridegroom  cometh, 
go  ye  therefore  out  to  meet  him  !”  Bolles  wrote  a 
preface  to  it,  in  which  he  fays  of  the  author,  “  For 
his'  religion  he  loft  his  wife  and  children,  and  fuf 
fered  continual  perfecution,  being  near  one  third  of 
his  lifetime,  after  his  converfion,  in  prifons.  And 
in  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  he  died  in  his  own  houfe, 
at  New.- London,  1721.”  Hereupon  his  fon,  and 
others  of  thatfeft,  fet  out  afreflt  in  zealous  attempts 
to  poll  down  the  idol-fabbath ;  and  as  a  number 
of  them  came  into  Norwich,  in  their  way  to  Le¬ 
banon,  on  a  firft  day,  having  things  with  them  to 
difcover  that  they  were  upon  worldly  bufmefs,  and 
'  meant  to  appear  againft  having  that  day  kept  as  a 
fabbath,  they  were  feized  by  authority  j  and  on 
July,  26,  I725>  they  were  brought  before  Jofeph 
Backus,  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  who  fined  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  law  ;  and  refufing  to  pay  it,  they  were 

whipped.  -  -  ,  . 

VII.  Governor  Jencks  being  informed  of  their 

fulFerings,  and  that  it  was  becaufe  they  were 
going  to  Lebanon  to  worlhip,  and  to  adminifter 
baptifm,  wrote  a  paper,  giving  fome  account  there¬ 
of,  as  a  warning  to  people  againft  the  Prelbyterian 
feft,  and  fet  it  up  in  a  public  place  in  Providence. 
The  Juftice  having  obtained  a  copy  of  that  paper, 
publilhed  an  anfwer  to  it ;  a  manufcript  reply  to 

which,  in  the  Governor’s  own  hand  writing,  is 

before 
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before  me.  He  does  not  premnd  to  reply  to  ; 
for  fays  he,’  “  Svich  urichriftian-liKe-  behavio'ur,.  m 
eivin<^  them  diftiifknce  when  at  their  public  wor- 
fliip,  ff  true,  may  juftly  be  condemned  by  all  fober 
people,  and  is  that  which  never  entered  into  my 
ihoughts  to  juftify  in  John  Rogers,  or  any  other 
man/’  But' fays  the  Governor,  »  It  is  very  well 
known,  to  all  the  elderly  inhabitants  of  Providence, 
that  the  Prelbyterian  governments  in  New-Engiand 
in  o-eneral,  and  Connedficut  in  particular,  havefor  a 
long  time  been  ufing  their  utmoft  Ikill  and  endea¬ 
vours  to  bring  the  greateft  part  if  not  all-  this  little 
Colony  under  their' rule  and  governmehL  But 
finding  themfelvesdifappointed  in  the  feveral  raea- 
fures  they  have  hitherto  taken,  they  are  now  (as  is 
fuppofed  by  many  others  as  well  as  myfelf)  about 
to  try  one  artifice  more  in  order  to  obtain  their  de¬ 
fire  ;  and  that  is  by  fending  in  their  minifters  among 
us,  under  a  pretenp e  of  doing  good  to  fouls ;  where¬ 
as  the  defign  chiefly  is,  to  gain  fuch  a  party  as  may 
be  fufiicient  to  over- vote  us  in  our  eleftions,  and  lb 
to  gain  the  rule  over  us.” 

Experience  has  fince  given  much  greater  light 
about  thefe  things  than  was  then  enjoyed  in  the 
country.  In  175^  ^1^^  Rogerenes  publiflied  an 
abftraft  of  the  hiftory  of  ancient  perfecutions  in 
New-England,- with  high  encomiums  upon  thofe 
Quakers  who  returned  and  were  hanged  at  Bofton, 
after  they  had  been  banifhed  on  pain  of  death ;  and 
a  reproof  to  their  own  fociety  and  others  for  their  de- 
clenfion  from  that  temper  and  fpirit.  Many  were 
hereby  ftirred  up  to  travel  from  town  to  town,  and 
to  interrupt  others  in  their  worfhip,  eljiecially  in  the 
year  1763.  But  when  they  did  fo,  at  Norwich  and 
other  places,  the  authority  removed  them  away  un¬ 
til  their  worfhip  was  ended,  and  then  releafed  them, 

v/ithout 
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^  which  had  a  much  better 
.ettett  than  their  former  punifbments.  Indeed  in  ■ 

^ew-London,  where  moft  of  them  lived,  Mr.Mather 
iiyles  wa$  fo  _uneafy  at  their  furrounding  his  gate, 
and  calling  him  a  hireling,  that  in  1768  he  made  a 
bitter  complaint  that  their  laws  were  not  put  in  full 
execution  againft  faid  people ;  and  for  this  and  other 
reafons  he  refigned  his  paftoral  charge  there,  and 
went  off  to  Epifcopacy.  About  which  time,  a 
number  of  the  Rogerenes  Werefeized  in  a  clandef- 
tine  way,  and  were  fcourged  in  a  moil  barbarous 
manner;  for  which  may  all  the  aftors  oy  abettors 
thereof  be  brought  to  true  repentance  !  An  inltance 
or  two  of  late  fuicide  among  the  members  of  the 
Rogerene  church,  gave  a  great  (hock  to  the  reft ; 
and  a  number  of  their  children  are  now  become 
•  agreeable  members  of  other  communities.  '  And  if 
all  perfons  and  focieties  were  impartially  prote<5led 
by  authority,  and  none  but  (piritual  weapons  were 
pnade  ufe  of,  and  they  with  due  faithfulnefs,  to  pro¬ 
pagate  and  fupport  the  Chriftian  religion,  who  can 
teU  how  happy  the  effeds  would  foon  be  ? 

*  ,  •  t 


Q  H  A  P, 


I 


rr7i9-]  NEW-ENGLAND.  109 

CHAP.  VI. 

I 

I 

I .  TheSucceffion  of  Minifters  in  New- 

> 

port.  ,  2.  Comer  becomes  a  Baptift, 
and  is  luccefsful  there.  3.  At¬ 
tempts  for  a  like  Reformation  in 
'  Providence.  4.  Villainy  deteded 
at  Swanzey.  5.  Hollis  and  Wal¬ 
lin’s  Death..  6.  State  of  the  Bap- 
tift  Churches,  y.  New  ones  form¬ 
ed,  with  the  Ordination  and  De- 
ceafe  of  fundry  Elders. 

00  ME  revival  of  religion  among  the  Bap- 
13  as  well  as  oppofition  thereto,  is  now  to 
be  defcribed.  Mr.  John  Clark  was  a  chief  leader 
in  forming  the  firfl  Baptift  church  in  Newport,  in 
1644  j  and  he  continued  their  pallor  until  his  de- 
ceafe,  April  20,  1676.  Mr.  Obadiah  Holmes  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  that  office,  and  died  October  15, 168  a. 
Near  three  years  after  Mr.  Richard  Dingley,  from 
Britain  by  the  way  of  Bofton,  became  their  paftor. 
An  addrefs  of  his  to  the  church  is  before  me,  where¬ 
in  he  defcribes  the  duty  oE  a  paftor  to  his  people,  ^ 
-  and  of  a  people  to  their  paftor,  in  a  clear  fcriptural ' 
light.  About  1694  he  left  that  church  and  went 
to  Bofton,  and  from  thence  to  South-Carolina.  Af¬ 
ter  his  departure  they  had  only  occafional  fupplies 
nil  1710,  when  they  eledted  Mr.  William  Packorp 
for  their  paftor,  in  whofe  ordination  Elder  Luther 

of 
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of  Swanzey  affifted.  In  1718^  Mr.  Daniel  White, 
from  Mr.  Wallin’s  church  in  London,  was  chofen 
for  a  colleague  with  Elder  Packom  :  But  as  he  was 
a  ftridt  Calvinift,  difputes  foon  arofe  about  doc¬ 
trines,  which  were  greatly  increafed  by  a  leader  in 
the  church,  who  v/as  an  aflign  of  Mr.  Clark  s  eftate, 
and  unfaithful  in  his  truft.  Councils  were  called 
from  Bofton  and  Swanzey  upon  it ;  and  the  Legi- 
ilature  of  the  Colony  were  moved  to  put  him  out  of 
that  office,  and  to  put  another  man  into  it ;  though 
upon  further  fearch'they  faw  that  this  was  not  in 
their  power.  Therefore  in  1721  they  made  a  law, 
which  requires  all  men  who  are  entrufted  with  cha¬ 
ritable  donations  annually  to  give  an  account  of 
their  proceedings  therein  to  their  Town-Council, 
which  is  ftill  in  force.  But  a  feparation  took  place 
in  that  church,  and  White  adminiftered  to  one  party 
for  feveral  years,  till  it  dillblved,  and  he  went  to 
Philadelphia  in  172S.  A  difference  in  fentiments 
about  lavins  on  of  hands,  and  fome  other  things, 
caufed  the  rife  of  the  fecond  church  in  Newport, 
about  the  year  1656  ;  andMr.  William  Vaughan  was 
their  firft  minifler,  who  died  in  1677,  and  was  hic- 
ceeded  by  Thomas  Baker,  and  he  by  John  Harden, 
who  died  in  1700.  In  1701  James  Clarke  was  or- 
dained  their  pallor,  by  the  afliftance  of  the  Elders 
Pardon  Tillinghaft  and  John' Brown  of  Providence. 
In  1704  Daniel  Wightman  was  ordained  a  col- 
ieao'ue  with  him;  and  they  were  fuccefsful,  an 
much  efteemed  in  their  places  to  old  age.  _ 

II.  Mr.  Comer,  before  mentioned,  being  at 
fchool  at  Cambridge,  joined  to  the  firft  church 
there  in  February,  17  23.  Ephraim  Crafts,  his  mti- 
mate  friend,  had  joined  to  theBaptift  church  in  Bol¬ 
ton  lull  before.  This  Comer  thought  was  a  very 

wrong 
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wrong  adtioHj  unci  toolc  tnc  firft  opportunity  lie  huci 
to  try  to  convince  him  of  it ;  But,  after  a  conlidera- 
ble  debate.  Comer  was  prevailed  with  to  take  and 
read  Stennett  upon  baptifm,  which  gave  him  quite 
other  views  of  the  fubjedt  than  he  ever  had  before. 
However  he  concluded  to  be  filent  about  it ;  and  as 
education  was  the  cheapeft  at  New-Haven,  he  went  _ 
and  entered  the  college  there  in  September, 
and  continued  a  member  of  it  until  Oftober,  17  24  5 
when  infirmity  of  body  caufed  his  return  by  water  to 
Bofton  ;  and  a  terrible  ftorm  at  fea,  with  the  death 
of  a  peculiar  friend  juft  as  he  arrived,  brought  eter¬ 
nity  lb  diredlly  before  him,  as  to  Ipoil  all  his  plau- 
fible  excufes  for  the  negledt  of  baptifm.  He  in^ 
forms  us  that  thofe  words  of  Chr'A,  ^ho/oever  jhdl^  ■ 
be  ajhcitned  of  me,  and  of  my  wovds,  in  this  adulterous  and 
Jinful  generation,  of  him  alfo  fhall  the  Son  of  Man  ae 
ajhamed  when  he  cometb  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with 
the  holy  angels,  had  fuch  influence  upon  him,  that, 
after  proper  labours  with  thofe  he  wp  previoufly 
connedbed  with,  he  was  baptized  and  joined  to  the 
Baptift  church  in  Bofton,  January  31,  1725  ;  and 
concluded  to  purfue  his  ftudies  ii#-a  private  way. 
Four  months  after  he  was  called  to  preach  the  goi- 
pelj  and  on  May  19,  1726,  he  was  ordained  a  paf- 
tor  of  the  firft  church  in  Newport,  colleague  with 
Elder  Packom  ;  and  a  great  blefilng  was  granted 
upon  his  miniftry  in  that  town.  Their  firft  church 
had  but  feventeen  members  when  he  came  there  ; 
to  whom  thirty-four  were  added  in  lefs  than  three 
years.  And  fays  Comer,  “  There  was  no  public 
Tinging  until  I  came,  and  by  the  blefling  of  heaven 
introduced  it.”'  Neither  had  they  any  church  re¬ 
cords,  before  he  got  a  book,  and  colledbed  into  it 
the  beft  accounts  that  he  could  obtain  of  their 
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former  affairs*.  Out  of  a  manufcrlpt  written  by 
their  firft  paftor,  he  tranfcribed  the  confeffion  of 
faith  mentioned  in  pur  vol.  i,  p.  255.  For  his 

fupport  he  received'^  85  in  jf  93  12  4  in 

1727  ;  but  not  a  third  part  of  this  fall:  fum  in  1728, 
becaufe  two  leading  members  of  the  church,  who 
difliked  his  clofe  and  fearching  miniftrations,  had 
influence  enough  to  turn  a  great  part  of  the  Society 
againft  him.  At  length  Comer  gave  them  an  occa- 
'  Tion,  which  they  eagerly  made  ufe  of,  to  croud  him 
out  of  his  office  in  that  church;  for,  without  giv¬ 
ing  them  any  previous  notice,  he  on  November  17, 
1728,  preached  up  the  laying  on  of  hands  upon 
every  member  as  a  Chriflian  duty,  though  not  as  a 
term  of  communion.  Upon  the  clofe  of  that  year 
he  fays,  "  This  has  been  a  year  of  great  exercife 

to- 

*  He  was  very  curious  and  exa6l  alfo  in  recording  other  events. 
He  obferves  that  the  year  1727  was  a  year  of  many  remarkable 
occurrences.  It  was  fo  for  the  death  of  rulers.  King  George  I. 
died  June  ii  ;  and  in  Rhode-Ifland  Colony  the  Hon.  Edward 
Thurfton^  one  of  their  Council  [father  of  the  prefent  pallor  of 
the  fecond  church  in  Newport]  died  in  April ;  Governor  Cran- 
Hon  April  26 ;  Deputy-Governor  Nichols,  who  was  eleded  in 
May,  died  in  July.  From  July  28  to  Augull  7  the  heat  v/as  fa  , 
intenfe  as  to  caufe  the  death  of  many.  Through  the  three  £rH 
nights  in  AuguH  the  lightnings  were  conftant  and  amazing.  Or* 
September  26  was  a  terrible  hurricane ;  and  a  more  terrible  earth¬ 
quake  October  29,  which  was  followed  with  a'  fmaller  one  in  the 
morning  of  January  28,  1728.  He  firll  mentions  the  northern 
lights,  in  the  evening  of  July  16, 1728,  which  were  much  greater 
on  Odlober  2  following.  Dean  Berkley  arrived  at  Newport  Ja¬ 
nuary  23,  with  whom  Comer  had  an  interview  July  14,  1729. 
Governor  Burnet  came  to  Newport,  in  his  way  to  Bollon,  July 
12,  1728,1  and  died  at  Bofton  September  7,  1729.  Several  per- 
fons  were  baptized  by  way  of  immerlion  by  Epifcopalian  mini- 
fters,  as  Mr.  Carpenter  by  Mr.  Ulher  of  Briftol,  January,  1725. 
Nathaniel  Brown,  and  four  others  at  Rehoboth,  by  Mr.  Piggot  of 
Providence,  in  July,  1726.^  A  woman  at  Newport,  by  Dr. 
M‘Sparran,  of  Nafragaufet,  in  November,  172B. 
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to  me.  I  have  been  as  it  were  in  the  furnace  of 
afflidion.  The  difficulty  in  my  flock  has  been 
heart-wounding,  and  fometimes  almofl:  confound¬ 
ing  ;  Bat  I  fee  God’s  grace  is  fufficient  for  me.  ;  T 
am  fully  and  clearly  convinced  that  I  Ihould  have 
fallen  into  many  hurtful  evils,  if  fovereign  grace 
had  not  wonderfully  pre  vented.  Blefs  the  Lord  O 

my  foul. - About  this  time  I  found  my  people 

fo  uncomfortable  that  we  muft  divide  from  each 
other,  which  was  exceeding  grievous  to  me.” 

January  8,  1729,  Mr.  Comer  was  difmilTed 
from  faid  church  ;  and  the  next  day  he  fays,  “  I 
pafled  under  hands  by  Mr.  Daniel  Wightman,  and 
offered  for  tranfient  communion  until  fpring,  or  till 
I  faw  how  God  in  his  holy  providence  mi^ht  dif- 
pofe  of  me.”  A  revival  of  religion  in  that  fecond 
church  in  Newport  began  the  fall  before  j  and  as 
Elder  Clarke  was  above  80,  and  unable  to  preach, 
Mr.  Comer  was  received  to  preach  one  half  of  the 
,Lr)rd  s  days  with  Elder  Wightman  for  two  years. 
And  above  forty  members  were  added  to  that 
church  before  he  left  it ;  which  was  the  greatefl: 
increafe  they  had  ever  received  in  fuch  a  length  of 
time,  at  the  clofe  whereof  they  had  one  hundred 
and  fifty  communicants,  being  the  largelt  churcli 
in  the  Colony.  For  Comer’s  fupport  the  foeiety 
gave  him  ;|f  129  in  1729,  and  ^  144  12  10  in 
1730.  As  Newport  was  the  head  town  of  the 
government.  Governor  Jencks  went  and  lived 
there,  in  order  more  conveniently  to  attend  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office  ;  where  he  joined  in  wor- 
Ihip  and  communion  with  faid  church;  wherein  Mr. 
Comer  alfo  now  introduced  regular  records,  which' 
they  lacked  before.  And  as  Mr.  John  Walton,  a 
young  gentleman  of  a  liberal  education,  was  invit-' 
ed  to  preach  Providence,  where,  a  like  xefornaa- 
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tion  fhigfit  be  hoped  for,  in  the  church  whereof 
the  Governor  was  a  principal  member,  and  oppo- 
fition  was  raifed  againft  it,  he  wrote  the  foliov/ing 
letter  to  Mr.  James  Brown,  their  paftor. 

III.  Newport y  March  19,  1730. 

Beloved  Brother y 

I  AM  heartily  forty  to  hear  of  the  difference 
in  our  qhurch  at  Providence,  about  Mr.  Walton’s 
ooming  to  fettle  there  >  as  alfo  for  the  unkind  treat¬ 
ment  he  there  met  with  from  fome,  efpecially  con- 
lid'ering  he  came  not  there  with  a  defign  to  impole 
himfelf  upon  the  church,  but  at  the  re^ueft  of  feve- 
ral  of  the  brethren.  And  why  his  coming  there 
ihould  be  fo  ftrenuoufly  oppofed,  as  I  underftand 
it  is,  I  cannot  conceive.  As  to  his  finging  ot 
pfalms,  I  have  heard  him  fay,  he  would  not  urge 
that  as  a  duty  upon  the  church.  And  if  it  were  for 
that  he  might  expedl  fome  allowance,  by  way  of 
contribution,  for  his  fupport,  it  moft  certainly  is 
an  error  in  thofe  who  oppofe  that  as  a  thing  un¬ 
lawful  :  For  I  think  the  feriptures  are  very  clear  in 
that  point,  that  it  is  not  only  lawful  for  a  minifter 
or  elder  that  preaches  the  goi'pel  to  receive  (by  way 
of  contribution)  a  competent  maintenance,  but  alfo 
the  duty  of  the  church,  according  to  their  ability, 
to  afford  it  to  him  ;  and  this  I  doubt  not  but  I  can 
fully  prove  by  feripture  againft  all  contradiftion. 
And  I  believe  there  are  feveral  of  my  brethren  who 
.can  remember,  that  Elder  1  illinghaft  (in  his  life- 
-time)  who  was  a  man  exemplary  for  his  doftrinc, 
as  well  as  of  an  unblemiftied  character,  did  fevcial 
'  times  in  his  teaching  declare,  that  it  was  the  dutv 
.  of  a  church  to  contribute  towards  the  maintenance  ot 
.  their  elders,  who  laboured  in  the  wordanddodtrineof 

Chrift  j  and  although  for  his  own  part  he^  would 
take  nothings  yet  it  r^inain^d  the  church  s 
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to  be  performed  'to  fuch  as  might  fucceed  him. 
And  as  to  what  Mr.  Walton  holds  ’With  refpecl  to 
laying  on  of  hands  upon  believers  as  fuch,  I  do  not 
underlland  by  him  that  he  oppofes  it  any  other 
ways,  than  if  it  be  performed  for  the  obtaining  the 
extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Gholf  :  But  he 
thinks  it  ought  not  to  be  any  bar  to  communion 
with  thofe  who  have  been  rightly  baptized.  And 
as  I  have  been  informed,  by  one  or  more  of  the 
ancient  members  of  our  church  at  Providence,  that 
fuch  was  the  opinion  of  the  Baptifts,  in  the  firft 
conftitution  of  their  churches,  throughout  this  Co¬ 
lony  ;  and  that  fuch  as  were  under  laying  on  of 
hands  continued  their  fellowlliip  with  chofe  that 
were  not,  until  one  who  was  in  great  repute  for 
wifdom  amongft  them  did  in  his  teaching  deelare, 
that  the  doftrine  of  laying  on  of  hands  was  a  doc¬ 
trine  of  devils,  upon  which  a  reparation  was  made  : 
And  as  I  was  informed  when  in  England  the  repa¬ 
ration  there  was  upon  fome  fuch  like  occafion.  But 
further,  as  to  Mr.  Walton^s  receiving,  by  way  of 
contribution,  if  the  church  in  Providence  cm  free¬ 
ly  hold  fellowlliip  with  him,  and  do  account  he  may 
be  ferviceable  to  them  in  preaching,  as  well  as  in- 
ffrumental  of  doing  good  to  others  5  I  cannot  ima¬ 
gine  w^hy  any  one  fhould  oppofe  his  receiving  fome 
allowance  for  ids  labour,  from  fuch  as  are  free  to 
give  itj  none  being  under  any  compulEon ;  for  I 
think  it  highly  rational,  if  he  leaves  his  own  home, 
where  he  can,  by  overfeeingthe  rnanagement  of  his 
farm,  live  honorably,  and  removes  to  Providence* 
purely  to  fervediis  brethren,  that  they  fhonld  con- 
fider  him  accordingly. 

/  af}2,  with  due  regard^  Sir, 

' affectionate  Chriftian  Brother y 

Joseph  Jencks.’* 

'  Elder 
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Elder  Brown  was  of  his  mind ;  but  Deacon  Sa¬ 
muel  Winfor  took  the  lead  of  a  party,  who  were  re- 
folutely  fet  againft  what  the  Governor  had  propof- 
ed.  A  Council  was  called  there,  September  3, 
1731/who  advifcd  them  not  to  divide  upon  it ;  but 
at  a  meeting  in  Odtober,  Winfor  and  his  party 
were  for  cenfuring  Walton  as  a  tranfgreflbr,  for 
joining  s  prayer  with  Baptifts  who  were  not  under 
Jiands.  Elder  Brown  reafoned  with  them  upon  it, 
and  faid,  If  we  admonilh  brother  Walton  and  fet 
him  apart,  what  will  you  do  with  others  who  hold 
that  point  as  he  does,  as  Elder  Clarke,  Elder 
Wightman,  the  Governor,  and  fome  others  Their 
anfwer  was,  ^  That  we  muft  go  through  with  it/* 
And  Elder  Peter  Place,  of  Smithfield,  came  and 
aflifted  in  making  an  open  reparation  in  Provi¬ 
dence  church  upon  thefe  points.  And  Winfor 
taught  publicly,  That  all  thofe  who  took  anything 
for  preaching  were  like  Simon  Magus//  This  ac¬ 
count  is  taken  from  original  writings  of  ElderBrown 
and  others,  now  before  me.  And  as  he  died  06to- 
ber  28,  1732,  aet.  66^,  Winfor’s  party  prevailed, 
and  ordained  him  as  the  minifter  of  that  church. 
Walton  quitted  the  miniftry,  and  followed  other 
employments,  whereby  many  were  confirmed  in 
their  prejudices  againft  him  and  his  fentiments. 

IV.  Perhaps  a  concife  account  of  a  piece  of 
villainy,  which  was  now  detefted  at  Swanzey,  may 

be 

^  He  was  grandfon  to'  Chad  Brown,  one  of  the  firif  planters 
of  Providence  ;  and  fon  to  John  Brown,  who  was  elcded  into 
their  Council  in  1665^  and  was  afterwards  an  elder  in  Providence 
church.  From  Elder  James  Brown’s  fon  James  fprang  the  four 
brothers  who  are  now  very  noted  traders  in  Providence,  and  great 
promoters  of  learning,  and  of  the  Baptill  caufe  there.  Said 
elder’s  fon  Elilha  was  Deputy-Governor  of  the  Colony  in  1765, 
and  his  fon  Andrew  was  Juftice  of  Peace  in  the  State,  and  long 
an  exemplary  Chriftian  in  the  Baptill  church  Glguceller,  until 
be  ip  peace,  17S2, 
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be  of  fervice,  to  warn  all  others  againftdoing  thelike. 
That  town  was  firfl:  granted  to  five  men,  three  of 
whom  were  Baptifts  ;  and  they  laid  out  fundry  par¬ 
cels  of  land,  which  they  called  pallors  and  teachers 
lots.  They  had  a  large  and  curious  book  of  church 
records,  which  was  brought  from  Wales;  and  the 
furveys  of  thofe  lots  were  recorded  therein.  Bar* 
rington  was  originally  included  in  Swanzey,  and 
when  it  became  a  diftinft  town,  they  had  their  jliare 
of  thofe  lots  for  Pcdobaptift  minifters.  In  1718 
Richard  Harden  became  both  a  deacon  and  the 
clerk  of  the  firft  church  in  Swanzey;  and  was  en* 
couraged  to  build  and  make  improvements  upon 
one  of  thofe  lots,  near  their  meeting-houfe  ;  and  he 
was  alfo  a  leading  man  in  town  affairs.  Having 
fuch  advantages,  he  was  tempted  with  a  notion,  that 
by  deftroying  the  records  of  thofe  lots,  he  could  ob¬ 
tain  that  whereon  he  lived  as  common  land.  And 
behold !  all  the  records  of  Swanzey  church,  be¬ 
twixt  1663  and  1718  were  taken  out  of  the  book, 
and  have  never  been  recovered  fmce !  When  the 
church  came  to  Icnow  it,  as  the  government  was  in 
the  hands  of  Pedobaptifts,  they  invited  Barrington 
to  join  with  them  in  fuing  for  their  rights,  with  an 
offer,  that  if  they  would  be  at  proportionable  ex¬ 
pence,  they  Ihould  have  two  fifths  of  what  they  re¬ 
covered.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  Harden  was 
fued  by  a  writ  of  ejeftment,  at  the  County  Court,  in 
Juiy>  1730,  and  was  call.  He  appealed  to  the  Su¬ 
perior  Court  in  September ;  but  was  alfo  call  there. 
J3y  a  reference  the  next  year  he  obtained  £12^  for 
what  he  had  done  upon  the  land,  and  was  obliged 
to  quit  it;  and  he  took  to  keeping  loofe  company, 
and  drinking  to  excefs.  Elder  Wheaton,  and  a 
large  part  of  his  church,  had  been  defirous  of  fet¬ 
tling  Mr,  Coiner  with  him,  before  Comer  went  to 

Newport, 
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Newport,  but  Hadden’s  influence  prevented  it.  O 
what  is  man  when  left  to  himfelf ! 

V.  The  pious  and  liberal  Mr.  Hollis  died  in 
1731  :  When  the  news  of  it  arrived.  Dr.  Coleman 
preached  a  funeral  fermon  for  him,  before  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Court  at  Bofton,  April  i  ;  which  was  publifhed 
by  their  order.  The  two  Profeflbrs  upon  his  foun¬ 
dations  in  the  college  each  publifhed  a  difcourfe 
Upon  the  occafion,  and  Prefident  Wadfworth  wrote 
a  preface  thereto.  ProfefTor  Wigglefworth  fays. 

By  his  frequent  and  ample  benefadions,  for  the 
encouragement  of  theological  as  well  as  human 
knowledge  am.ong  us,  who  are  Chriftians  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  denomination  from  himfelf,  he  hath  fet  fuch 
an  example  of  a  generous,  catholic  and  Chriftian 
fpirit,  as  hath  never  before  fallen  within  my  obfer- 
vation,  nor,  fo  far  as  I  nov/  remember,  within  my 
reading/'  Dr.  Coleman  fays,  That  which  is  fin- 
gular  in  the  piety  and  benefits  of  Mr.  Hollis,  unto  . 
thefc  churches,  was,  that  though  he  was  not  ftridly 
of  our  way,  nor  in  judgment  with  us  in  the  point  of 
infant  baptifrn,  yet  his  heart  and  hand  was  the  fame 
to  us,  as  if  we  had  been  one  in  opinion  and  prac¬ 
tice  with  him.  And  in  this  let  him  ftand  a  teach¬ 
ing  pattern  and  example  to  us,  of  a  noble,  Chriftian, 
apoftolic  fpirit  of  love;  which  makes  thofe  that 
differ  in  lelfer  matters  to  receive  one  another  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  a  Ihining  teftimony  againft  a 
narrow  party  fpirit,  which  is  fo  much  the  difgrace 
and  detriment  of  theProteftant  intereft,  and  which 
fo  early  began  among  the  apoftles  of  Jefus,  and  was 
rebuked  by  him,  even  in  John  himfelf,  that  apoftle 
of  love  and  charity  afterwards,  who  once  faid  to 
Chrift  in  a  fret  of  zeal,  Mafter,  we  faw  one  cafting 
out  devils  in  thy  name,  and  he  followeth  not  us,  and 

'  we  forbid  him>  becaufe  he  folioweth  not  us :  But 

Jefus 
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Tefus  faid,  forbid  him  not*.”  We  ihall  have  oc^ 
cafion  to  remember  this  hereafter.  In  the  mean 
time  the  laft  letter  that  I  have  leen  from  Mr.  Hollis  s 
intin^ate  friend  difcovers  fo  much  of  the  views  and 
comforts  of  Chriftianity,  in  a  near  fight  of  morta¬ 
lity,  that  I  Iball  anhex  it  to  the  foregoing  account. 

It  was  diredted  to  Mr.  Eliflra  Callender. 

“  London,  November  lo,  1732. 

"Dear  SiTy 

I  READILY  own  that  it  was  my  turn  to  have 
wrote  to  you  long  before  now ;  but  the  long  and 
threatening  illnefs  under  which  I  have  laboured,  for 
more  than  twelve  months  paft,  have  fo  reduced  me, 
both  in  flelh  and  fpirit,  that  I  have  been  incapable 
o-reat  part  of  the  time  of  writing ;  which  will  1  hope 
plead  my  excufe  with  you.  I  am,  through^  divine 
goodnefs,  able  to  preach  once  a  day  on  Lord’s_  days, 
but  hardly  ever  exped  to  get  over  my  indifpofi- 
tion.  It  is  a  wonder  to  the  doctors,  and  all  others 
who  faw  my  cafe,  that  I  am  alive.  I  could  not  for 
feveral  months  but  expeft  to  be  removed  ;  but  blef- 
fed  be  the  Lord,  I  had  a  comfortable  profped  of 
another  world,  and  was  rathfcr  grieved  than  pleafed 
at  the  view  of  a  return  into  this.  Here  methiriks 
is  nothing  pleafant  to  -the  mind,  but  rather  every¬ 
thing  fullying  and  difcompofing  ;  Why  then  ihould 
not  thofe  who  have  tailed  divine  grace,  long  to 
ftretch  and  fwim  in  the  immenfe  ocean  ?  How 
fweet  is  a  drop  here,  therefore  how  r^vilhing  muft 
the  full  enjoyment  be  !  But  Lord  grant  faitli  and 
patience,  to  wait  thy  time,  even  thy  time,  O  Lord. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  the  baptized  intereft  thrives,  and 
wilh  that  the  power  of  religion  were  in  a  more  flou-. 
rilhing  condition  with  you  than  it  is  with  us  ;  for 
furely  Jacob  is  fmall  and  low.  We  have  many 

controverfies 


*  Crolby,  voi,  4,  p.  213—229. 
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controverfies  agitated,  which  feem  to  put  a  ftop  to 
the  growth  of  pure  religion  and  the  power  of /od- 
inefs  among  us.  National  vice  gains  ftrencrth,  but 
vital  religion  is  declined  to  a  mer^ fkeleton  “yet  the 
Lord  s  arm  is  not  Ihortened.  Humble  femce  at- 

though  at  pre- 

.■ent  afflifted  friend  and  fervant, 

,  Edw^ard  Wallin.” 

V  I.  All  his  letters  that  I  publifli  are  care¬ 
fully  copied  from  the  originals  now-  in  my 
hands.  He  finilhed  his  courfe  with  ioy,  in  his 
S5th  year,  June  12,  1733*.  To  return  to  our 
own  hiftory,  I  would  obferve,  that  Rhode-Ifland 
colony  was  firll  divided  into  three  counties,  in  June 
^ud  in  February,  1730^  Providence  was  divi¬ 
ded  into  the  towns  of  Providence,  Smithfield,Glou- 
cefter,  and  Scituate.  There  were  thirteen  Baptift 
churches,  moft  of  them  fmall,  who  now  held  an¬ 
nual  alTociations  to  promote  difeipline  and  com¬ 
munion  among  them,  upon  the  fix  principles  in 
Hebrews  vi.  viz.  one  in  Providence,  the  fecond  in 
Newport,  two  in  Smithfield,  the  fecond  in  Swanzey 
and  one  in  each  of  the  towns  of  Dartmouth,  War¬ 
wick,  North-Kingftown,  South-Kingftown,  Scitu¬ 
ate,  Groton,  New-London  and  New- York.  The 
two  inConnefticut  had  introduced  finging  in  public 
worfhip,  to  promote  which  their  Elder  Wightman 
publilhed  a  little  pamphlet  j  but  it  was  oppofed  by 
many  among  other  churches.  One  church  in  New¬ 
port  held  the  keeping  of  the  feventh  day  fabbath  as 
a  bar  of  communion,  and  refufed  to  affill  in  ordain¬ 
ing  Mr.  Comer  in  1726,  on  that  account.  Mr. 
Mumford,  who  firft.led  them  into  that  principle^ 
introduced  finging  among  them  in  1677.  In  that, 
and  in  their  fitter  church  at  Wefterly'  Comer  fays 

were 
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were  now  about  one  hundred  and  forty  coitimu-^ 
nicants  ]  and  alfo  that  general  redemption  was  held 
by  the  majority  of  all  thofe  fifteen  churches.  The  - 
firft  church  in  Newport  had  now  about  fifty  mem¬ 
bers,  the  firft  in  Swanzey  two  hundred,  and  their 
fitter  church  in  Bofton  eighty.  Thefe  held  to  par¬ 
ticular  eledion,  and  did  not  make  laying  on  o£' 
hands  a  bar  of  communion,  and  fang  in  public  wor- 
fhip ;  and  the  above  named  were  all  the  Baptift 
churches  then  extant,  north  of  New-Jerfey.  ' 

VII.  Mr.  Comer  had  held  a  correfpondence  by 
letter  with  minifters  inNew-Jerfeyfor  feveral  years;; 
and  in  March,  1731,  he  went  there  by  water,  and 
vifited  their  churches  in  Middletown,  Pifeataquaj, 
Cohanfey,  &c.  He  went  as  far  as  Philadelphia  ;; 
and  upon  his  return  declared  great  fatisfadion,  in 
the  fight  he  had  of  the  faith  and  order  of  thofe 
churches.  On  July  3  he  faid,  I  defired  and 
obtained  a  difmittion  from  the  church  where  I  had 
preached  more  than  two  years,  becaufe  I  was  never 
fettled  there,  and  found  that  fome  could  not  bear 
my  preaching  the  dodrines  of  grace.’"  In  Auguft 
he  ^  removed  to  Rehoboth,  where  on  January  i,, 
1732,  he  faid,  I  begin  a  new  year,  in  a  new  place^ 
but  not  in  a  new  employments  for  my  delight  o£ 
foul  is  in  ferving  my  dear  Redeemer  in  the  facrecl 
work  of  the  minJftry ;  which  I  prefer  and  efteem 
above  and  beyond  every  thing  elfe  j  though  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  unfit  and  unworthy  in  myfelf.  Lord„ 
who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  !  My  fufficiency  is 
alone  of  God,  in  whom  I  reft  and  rdy  continually^ 
January  20,  a  Baptift  church  was  gathered  in  Re- 
boboth ;  and  January  26  I  was  publicly  inftalled 
paftor  of  it.  Elder  Ephraim  Wheaton  of  Swanzey* 
preached  from  i  Theft  v.  12,  13,  and  gave  me  the 
fight  hand  of  fellowlhip."^  And  a  preciQU^  num- 
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ber  of  fouls  were  hopefully  converted  under  his  mi- 
niftry  there.  In  June  he  vifited  Sutton  and  Leicel^ 
rer,  and  baptized  Thomas  Richardfon,  .Daniel 
Denny^  Efqj  brother  to  Mr.  Prince's  wife  of  Bofton^ 
and  fix  more,  in  July  he  preached  and  baptized  a 
I*nan  in  Middieborough.  November  30  he  bap¬ 
tized  fifteen  perfons  at  home,  who  were  chiefly  feals 
of  his  miniftry. 

'  Two  learned  minifters  were  now  fettled  in  New¬ 
port.  Mr.  John  Callender,  nephew  to  their  mini- 
fter  rn  Boflon,  who  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Hollis's  donations  in  Harvard  college,  was  ordain¬ 
ed  a  paftor  of  the  firft  church  in  Newport,  Oclober 
13,  173 1)  colleague  with  Elder  Packom,  who  died 
three  years  after.  Mr.  Nicholas  Eyres,  who  was 
born  in  Wiltlhire,  Augufl:  22,  1691,  and  educated 
in  the  city  of  Brifiol,  became  a  Baptift  after  he  came 
over  to  New-Ydrk ;  and  he  was  ordained  paftor  of 
a  fmall  Baptift  church  there  in  1724,  by  the  two 
Elder  Wightman’s.  A  colleftion  was  made  in 
Newport,  Providence,  &c.  to  help  them  in  build¬ 
ing  a  meeting-houfe  in  that  city.  But  in  1730 
the  church  became  much  broken  ;  Eyres  fays^ 

Some  of  them  deferted,  under  a  pretence  of  love 
to  the  principles  of  abfolute  eledtion  and  predefti- 
nation."'  Therefore  he  came  and  fettled  at  New¬ 
port  in  Oftober,  173I5  colleague  with  ElderWight- 
man.  Elder  James  Clarke,  of  that  church,  died 
December  i,  1736,  set.  88,  much  efteemed  by  thofe 
who  knew  him. 

Mr.  James  Bound,  a  fenfible  Baptift,  came  over 
■from  England,  and  dwelt  awhile  in  Salem  village, 
now  Danvers,  where  Mr.  Peter  Clark  was  mini- 
fter ;  who  could  not  be  content  with  perfonal  dif- 
•putes,  but  alfo  frequently  preached  againft  the  Bap- 
lift  prmciples>when  there  were  no  others  in  the  place 
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that  held  them-.  Bound  told  him  that  it  was  an  im« 

fair  way  of  treating  mankind  ;  but  heperfifted  in  it, 

until  he  turned  a  number  of  his  people  from  his 
own  way,  who  removed,  and  began  a  Baptift  fociety 
in  Sutton.  Mr.  Bound’s  fon  John  married  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mr.  Clark’s  church,  and  removed  to  that 
.town,  where  the  preaching  of  Sutton  minifter  for 
infant  baptifm  turned^  her  from  it  ;  and  when 
Clark  heard  thereof,  he  wrote  her  a  long  letter 
upon  the  fubjeft.  This  Ihe  comimunicated  to  Mr. 
•Walton,  and  he  v/rot;e  an  anfwer  thereto,  and  fent 
it  in  a  fealed  letter  to  Mrs.  Bound.  But  by  fome 
means  Clark  got  it  into  his  hands,  and  pubhfhed  both 
letters,  with  animadverfions  thereon,  in  173^* 
told  me  that  Ihe  never  faw  Walton’s  letter  to  her, 
till  fhe  faw  it  in  print.  How  well  this  agrees  with 
the  gentleman,  or  the  Chriftian,  the  reader  will  judge. 

In  December,  173 15  an  aftwaspaffed  inBofton, 
for  the  Quakers  oniyj  which  left  out  the  affirma¬ 
tion,  and  hve  mile  limitation,  and  required  the  af- 
feflbrs  in  eachpariili,  where  any  Quakers  lived,  to 
take  an  annual  lift  of  them,  and  to  deliver  it  to  their 
pariffi  clerk  by  the  20th  of  July ;  and  if  any  of  them 
ffiould  happen  to  be  omitted  therein,  two  principal 
2Tiembers  of  the  Quaker  fociety  might  certify  the 
fame  to  the  afleffors  by  the  loth  of  Auguft ;  and 
they  fhould  alfo  be  exempted  from  taxes  to  the 
eftablilhed  worlhip.  As  the  exempting  laws  for 
Bapeifts  expired  in  17333  Mr.  Comer’s  people  were 
immediately  taxed  to  other  teachers ;  and  fome  of 
diem  were  imprifoned  therefor.  But  upon  appli¬ 
cation  to  their  Legiftature  they  were  releafed,  in 
1734  rand  a  like  law  was  made  for  the  Baptifts  as 
had  lately  been  for  the  Quakers  ;  though  no  pen¬ 
alty  was  laid  upon  their  afteftbrs,  for  breaking  thofe 
lawS;  which  they  frequently  dick 
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The  Baptifl:  churches  in  Swanzey  and  Rehoboth 
met  with  fore  bereavements  in  1714;  when  Elder 
Wheaton  died  April  .6,  ^t.  75  /ltd  Mr  ComS 
the  23d  of  May  following,  before  he  had  compleat- 
ed  his  30th  year.  But  how  much  did  he  do  in  a 
little  time  !  A  decline  immediately  followed,  from 
which  neither  of  thole  churches  have  fully  return-f  . 
ed  to  this  day ;  though  the  firfl;  of  them  has  latejy 
cone  fo  in  a  great  meafure.  On  September  i6, 
^735>  ^  Baptift  church  was  conftituced  at  Sut- 
mnj  and  September  28,  1737,  Benj.  Marlh  and 
Thomas  Green  v/ere  ordained  joint  pallors  of  it. 
T^e  former  was  from  Salem,  and  the  latter  from 
IM^lden ;  being  an  early  planter  in  Leicefter.  And 
September  28,  1738,  by  mutual  agreement,  the 
brethren  at  Leicelter  became  a  church  by  them- 
felves,  and  Green  their  pallor.  May  16,  1736, 
Elder  Wightman,  of  Newport,  baptized  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Nathanael  Mather,  a  Prelbyterian  minifter 
of  Lo.ng-Wand*.  November  4,  1736,  a  Baptift 
church  was  formed  in  Brimfield;  and  on  Novem- 

ber  4,  1741,  Ebenezer  Moulton  v/as  ordained  their 

pallor  II 5  vvho  defeended  from  a  member  of  the  firft 
Eoufe  of  Reprefentatives  at  Bofton,  in  16  74,  but 
who  was  a  luffcrer  from  the  ruling  party  there  three 
years  after,  (vol.  i,  p.  87.) 

March  24,  1738,  a  century  after  the  deed  of 
IRhode-Ifland  was  given,  by  the  Narraganfct  In¬ 
dians,  Mr.  John  Callender  delivered  a  fermon  at 
Newport,  which  he  publifhed,  with  enlargements  j 
containing  the  bell  hiftory  of  that  Colony  then  ex¬ 
tant.  But  his  uncle  at  Bofton  was  taken  from  his 
beloved  flock  the  laft  d'ay  of  that  month;  and  he 
Enilhed  his  courle  in  the  following  happy  manner. 

March 

*  Eyrfs’s  regifter. 

li  He  nwmed  the  absrc  nsmsd  John  Bound’s  widovt. 


[  1739*1  NEW-ENGLAN0. 

March  21  he  faidj  When  I  look  oh  one  hand,  I 
fee  nothing  but  fin,  guilt  and  difcouragement :  But- 
when  I  look  on  the  ocher,  I  fee  my  glorious  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  the  merits  of  his  precious  blood,  which 
fleanfeth  from  all  fin.  I  cannot  fay  I  have  fuch 
tranfports  of  joy  as  fome  have  had,  ‘but  through 
grace  I  can  fay  I  have  gotten  the  viftory  over 
death  and  the  grave.*’  Being  alked  what  word 
of  advice  he  had  for  his  church  ?  he  earneftly  re¬ 
plied,  Away  with  lukewarmnefs  !  Away  with 
fuch  remilTnefs  in  attending  the  houfe  of  prayer, 
which  has  been  a  difcouragement  to  me,  and  I 
have  been  faulty  myfelf  V*  The  Bofton  Evening- 
Poft,  of  April  3,  fays,  Friday  morning  laft,  af¬ 
ter  a  lingering  ficknefs,  deceafed  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Elifha  Callender,  minift.er  of  the  Baptift  church 
in  this  town  ;  a  gentleman  "univerfally  beloved  by 
people  o1  all  perfuafions,  for  his  charitable  and  Ca¬ 
tholic  v/ay  of  thinking.  His  life  was  unfpotted, 
and  his  converfation  alwa3/s  affable,  religious,  and 
truly  manly.  During  his  long  illnefs  he  was  re¬ 
markably  patient,  and  in  his  laft  hours  (like  the 
bleiled  above)  pacific  and  entirely  ferene  ;  his 
fenfes  good  to  the  laft,  T  JhdU  faid  he,  Jlccp  in 
"JoJus^  and  that  moment  expired.” 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Condy,  who  took  his  firft  degree 
at  Harvard  college  in  1726,  after  preaching  a 
while  in  this  country,  went  over  to  England  j  but 
he  was  now  fent  for  from  thence,  and  was  ordained 
paftor  of  the  Baptiit  church  in  Bofton,  February 
14.  1739.  The  third  Baptift  church  in  Connefti- 
cu:  was  conftituted  and  origanized  the  fame  year 
in  V/ailingford.  By  reading  Delaune*s  plea  for 
the  nonconrormifts,  and  other  means,  a  number 
ci  people  there  were  brouglit  to  eiMirace  their  fen- 
timents,  and  joined  to  the  Baptift  church  in  New- 

London ; 
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London;  but  ordinarily  met  for  worfhip  at  Wal¬ 
lingford,  from  1731  till  they  had  a  regular  difmif- 
fion  on  Auguft  20,  1739;  and  after  being  formed 
into  a  diftinft  church,  ordained  Mr.  John  Mcr- 
riman  for  their  palter,  Mr.  Edward  Upham,  of 
Malden,  fon  to  a  member  of  the  Baptift  church  in 
Bofton,  took  his  firft  degree  at  Harvard  college 
•  in  1734;  and  after  preaching  at  Springfield  about 
two  years,  a  church  was  conftituted  there  Oftober 
14,  1740,  and  the  next  day  he  was  ordained  their 
paftor,  by  the  affiftance  of  Mr.  Condy,  and  Mr. 
John  Callender. 

The  exempting  law  for  Baptifts  had  again  ex¬ 
pired,  and  their  church  in  Rehoboth,  being  afraid 
of  further  trouble,  requefted  the  town  to  vote  them 
clear.  This  was  confidered  of  at  a  town-meeting 
January  24,  1740,  when  it  was  declared  that  they 
, could  not  lawfully  do  it;  yet  at  another  meeting 
February  13,  they  voted,  That  they  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  grant  or  agree  upon  a  falary  for  the  minifter 
.  of  the  Bapt  ift  church  the  prefent  year,  in  cafe  the  faid 
'  .  elder  will  accept  thereof.''  For  this  they  had  no 
more  law  than  the  other,  and  it  was  evidently  done 
to  enfnare  them  if  pofTible.  In  May  following 
faid  exempting  law  was  revived,  to  continue  feven 
-  years. 


CHAP. 


127 


[1740.]  OF  NEW-ENGLAND. 

I 

CHAP.  VII. 

I.  A  Review  of  paft  Darknefs.  2.  Of 
Light  at  Northampton.  3.  And  ex- 
tenfively  through  the  Land.  4.  The 
Nature  of  the  Work  defcribed. 
5.  How  far  it  prevailed.  6.  Writ¬ 
ings  for  and  againft  it.  7.  Claffes 
againft  it.  8.  And  Courts  alfo. 
9.  Where  the  real  Blame  lies. 

L  A  VERY  great  change  is  before  us,  which 
fome  have  called  the  great  reformation^^ 
and  others  great  confufion ;  which  diverfity  of  opi¬ 
nion  is  no  new  thing.  Concerning  the  founder  of 
Chriftianity,  feme  /aid  he  is  a  good  man  ;  others  Jaid\ 
najy  hut  he  deceiveth  the  people.  In  1680  a  fermon 
was  delivered  before  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
London^  wherein  the  diffenters  were  accufed  of 
obftrufting  the  caufe  of  reformation,  becaufe  they 
would  not  conform  to  the  national  worfhip  3,  and 
recourfe  was  had  to  the  feverities  of  Congregation- 
alifts  in  New-England,  againft  the  Baptifts  and 
others,  to  juftify  the  feverities  that  were  exer^ 
cifed  towards  diffenters  in  England.  Therefore 
Dr.  Owen  publifhed  a  book  in  1681,  wherein  he 
obferves,  that  all  the  reformation  that  has  taken 
place  fince  the  rife  of  Antichrift,  was  produced  en¬ 
tirely  by  thefe  three  principles,  viz.  taking  the 
holy  feriptures  as  their  only  perfeft  rule  in  all  reli¬ 
gious  matters  i  allowing  each  rational  perfon  to 

judge 


A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

judge  of  their  meaning  for  himfelf;  and  holding 
that  all  the  power  of  office  and  government  in  the 
'church  of  ChriR  is  derived  from  him,  by  his  word 
'and  Spirit,  to  each  particular  church,  and  not  by  a 
local  Ricceffion  from  any  other  power  in  the  world. 
And  fo  far  as  any  haVe  declined  from  this  laR  prin¬ 
ciple*  he  aflures  us  that  therein  they  have  rejefled 
a  main,  reafon  of  feparation  from  the  church  of 
Rome*.  If  fo,  then  Nev/  -England  was  involved 
at  this  time  in  darknefs  that  might  he  felt.  Very  few 
of  the  common  people  had  any  idca^  that  a  perfon 
could  have  a  right  to  the  golpel  miniftry  without  a 
degree  from  college,  any  more  than  the  Ifraelites 
could  to  the  priefthood,  who  were  not  of  the  feed 
of  Aaron.  And  fo  great  and  gobd  a  man  as  Mr. 
Jonathan  Edwards  warned  miniftcrs  againft  break¬ 
ing  over  this  line  \  even  in  the  fame  book  wherein 
he  fays,  ^^It  has  certainly  fometimes  baen  fo  v/ith 
our  colleges,  that  inftead  of  being  places  of  the 
greateft  advantage  for  true  piety,  one  cannot  fend 
a  child  thither,  without  great  danger  of  his  beint^ 
infedled  as  to  his  moralsf/’  A  profelTor  and  a  tutor 
of  Harvard  college,  a  little  before  this  time,  were 
convifted  of  grofs  immoralities^.  And  in  1738  a 
minifter  atEaftham,  on  Cape-Cod,  was  depofed  from 
his  office  for  heterodoxy  in  principles ;  wffiich  af- 
fecR'ed  others  who  were  of  his  fentiments  fo  much, 
that  Dr.  Charles  Chauncy  publilhed  afermon  upon 
liberty  of  confcience  in  1739.  9» 

1740,  he  met  with  ten  other  minifters  at  Salem,  and 
figned  a  paper  in  favour  of  that  depofed  minifter; 
who  owned  to  the  world,  that  his  belief  was,  That 
men  can  do  that,  upon  the  doing  of  which  they  fhall 

certainly 

^  Original  of  evangelical  churches,  p.  291— 

4  Edu  trds’s  thoughts,  1742,  p.  206,  350, 

J.tLgbby's  defence  pf  Whitefield,  p,  20, 


) 


12 


9 


[1740.]  o.F  NEW-EN  GLAND. 

certainly  be  faved  ;  and  that  men’s  obedience  is  a 
caufe  of  their  ju{lification^\”  And  a  minifter  of 
the  capital ,  town  in  New-Hampfliirc  fays  of  the 
date  of  the  churches  at  this  time,  No  ferious 
Chrillian  could  behold  it  without  a  heavy  heart, 
and  fcarce  without  a  weeping  eye ;  to  fee  the  folid 
fubdantial  piety,  for  which  our  anceftors  were 
juftly  renowned,  having  long  languiflied  under  fore 
decays,  brought  fo  low,  and  feemingly  juft  ready 
to  expire  and  give  up  the  ghpft.  How  did  not 
only  Pelaginifm,  but  Arianifm,  Socinianifm,  and 
even  Deifm^  and  what  is  falfly  called  Free-thinking, 
here  and  there  prevail !  The  inftittited  means  o£ 
falvation,  in  many  places,  were  but  lightly  efteemed, 
and  a  horrid  contempt  was  put  upon  the  miniftry 
of  the  wordf/’  And  in  England  Bilhop  Butler 
faid  in  1736,  ^Ht  is  come,  I  know  not  how,  to  be 
taken  for  granted,  by  many  perfons,  that  Chriftian- 
ity  is  not  fo  much  as  a  fubjedt  of  enquiry;  but  that 
it  is  now  at  length  difcovered  to  be  fiftitious ;  and 
accordingly  they  treat  it  as  if  in  the  prefent  age  this 
were  an  agreed  point  among  all  people  of  difcern- 
mcnt,  and  nothing  remained  but  to  fet  it  up  as  a 
principal  fubjedl  of  mirth  and  ridicule,  as  it  were 
by  way  of  reprifals,  for  its  having  fo  long  interrupt¬ 
ed  the  pleafures  of  the  world  Jd' 

II.  But  God  ever  works  like  hirnfelf,  even  fd 
•as  to  demonftrate  to  all,  that  our  help  is  in  him,  and 
not  in  any  arm  of  flefh.-  Mr.  Stoddard’s  doftrine 
had  greatly  prevailed  in  this  country  before  his  de- 
ceafe,  February  ii,  1729.  His  grandfon  Edward 
was  fettled  a  colleague  with  him  two  years  before  ^ 

T  who 

) 

*  Oiborn’s  letter  to  the  Convention  at  Boilon,  July  7,  574^^, 
p.  6,  23.  •  ^ 

4  Shurtlefl’s  defence  of  Whitehcld,  p,  4. 
t  Whiteiield’s  life,  chap.  2. 
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who  has  fmce  been  a  chief  inftrument  of  reforma- 
•tion  In  our  times.  A  revival  of  religion  began 
under  his  miniftryj  near  the  dole  of  I733>  which 
arofc  to  fuch  an  heighth  In  the  Ipring  of  1735, 
^hat  he  entertained  hopes  of  about  thirtv  conver- 
fions  among  his  people  in  a  week,  for  fix  weeks 
together  ;  fo  that  fcarce  a  grown  perfon  in  the 
place.remained  unaffefted,  and  many  children  were 
effedually  called.  Our  elder  Clark  of  Wilbra- 
ham  dates  his  converfion  there,  at  that  time,  when 
about  -twelve  years  old.  This  work  was  power¬ 
ful  in  feveral  adjacent  towns ;  and  they  had  a  lefs 
degree  of  it  in  a  number  of  towns  in  Conneftjcut. 
Edwards’s  narrative  of  that  work  was  much  efteem- 
ed  in  London,  ’where  a  preface  was  wrote  to  it, 
by  Dr.  Watts  and  Dr.  Guyfe.  In  the  mean  time 
two  fcholars  were  converted  in  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  in  1733,  who  were  furnifned  with  fuch 
gifts,  as  one  of  them  with  his  tongue,  the  other  by 
Kis  pen,  were  greatly  inftrumental  of  reviving  doc¬ 
trinal  and  experimental  Chriftianity,  through  the 
whole  Britifii  empire.  Mr.  George  Whitefield, 
the  firft  of  them*,  was  ordained  by  the  bifhop  of 
Gloucefter,  June  20,  17365  embarked  for  Georgia 
in  December,  1737  ;  returned  through  Ireland  to 
England  a  year  after ;  embarked  again  for  Ame¬ 
rica  in  Auguft,  1739;  and  travelled  and  laboured 
with  great  fuccefs,  as  far  northward  as  New-Yorks 
III.  These  things  being  heard  of  at  Bofton, 
where  religion  was  at  a  very  low  ebb,  earneft  invi¬ 
tations  were  fent  him  to  come  over  and  help  them. 
-  He 

The  other  was  Mr.  James  Hervey,  who  was  born  near 
Northampton,  in  England,  February  26,  1714.  And  after  a 
very  pious  and  ufeful  life  in  the  miniftry,  and  many  excellent 
publications  in  the  caufe  of  true  religion,  he  died  near  the  place 
of  his  birth,  December  25,  1758. 


[1740.]  OF  NEW-E  N  G  L  AND. 


j 


He  therefore  failed  from  Sduth-Carolina,  and  End¬ 
ed  at  Newport,  Septemter  14,  1740,  w'hede  he 
laboured  three  days  to  good  purpofe,;  and  then 
travellcQ  to  Bofton,  and  as  far  eaftward  as  York; 


to  fee  the  aged  and  pious  Moody,  who  received- 
him  joyfully.  After  his  return  to  Bofton,  lie  went 
up  an  hundred  miles  weftward  to  Northampton,  to 
vifit  our  excellent  Edwards ;  and  from  thence  down 


by  Hartford  to  New-Haven,  and  away  through 
the  fouthern  Colonies,  until  he  embarked  from  De¬ 
laware  Bay,  December  i  ;  when  he  faid,  O  my 
foul,  look  back  with  gratitude  on  what  the  Lord' 
hath  done  for  thee  in  this  excurfion.  I  think  it  is' 
the  feventy-fifth  day  fince  I  arrived  at  Rhode-Ifland, 
My  body  was  then  weak,  but  the  Lord  his  fniich 
renewed  its  ftrength.  I  have  been  enabled  to 
preach,  I  think,  one  hundred  and  feventy-five  times 
in  public,  belides  exhorting  frequently  in  private, 

I  have  travelled  ujjwards  of  eight  hundred  miles,, 
jjnd  gotten  upwards  of  Seven  Hundred  Pounds 
Ueriing,  in  goods,  provifions  and  money,  for  the 
Georgia  orphans.  Never  did  God  vouchfafe  me 
greater  comforts.  Never  did  I  fee  fuch  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  divine  prefence  in  the  congregations  to 
whom  1  have  preached*-.”  As  he  went^  through 
New-Jerfey  he  prevailed  with  Mr,  Gilbert  Tenneiit 
to  take  a  tour  into  this  field,  which  was  then  white 


unto 


*  ^  0>Mtion  of  his  journals,  p.  437.  He  was  boni  in  the  city 
.a  Glouceftcr,  December  16,  1714;  and  after  a  life  of  inceffant 
tabours,  in  Europe  and  America,  he  died  at  Newbury-Port,  ip 
N>w-Eng!and,  September  30,  1770.  Mr.  Tennent  was  born  iii 
fre.and,  February  1703.  His  father  came  over  with  his  fa¬ 
mily,  and  was  a  Prefhyterian  minifler  at  Nefhaminy,  in  Fennfvl- 
yania  lyhere  he  kept  an  academy,  wherein  a  number  of  excel¬ 
lent  minifters  were  eaucated._  Gilbert  was  ordained  in  1726 
after  a  very  ufeful  life  he  died  at  Philadelphia,  July  23, 1-64!* 
Rttd  ‘Prelident  Finley  publifhed  fome  account  of  hini.  ^ 
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unto  the  harveft ;  who  came  to  Boflon  in  December, 
and  laboured  in  thefe  parts  through  the  winter. 
In  their  preaching,  both  of  them  laid  open  the 
dreadful  evil  and  danger  of  hypocrify  as  well  as 
prophanenefs,  and  fpake  as  plainly  againft  uncon¬ 
verted  teachers  and  profcflbrs  as  any  other  fort  of 
finners,  and  the  effefts  were  exceeding  great  and 
happy. 

IV.  Some  indeed  tried' to  perfuade  the  world, 
that  the  great  change  then  made  in  the  land  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  mechanical  influence  of  their 
terrible  ”words,  geftures,  and  moving  ways  of  ad- 
drefs.  Dr.  Chaiincy  took  much  pains  to  put  this 
colour  upon  things.  But  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  fays. 

As  to  Mr.  Whitefield’s  preaching,  it  was,  in  the 
luanner,  moving,  earneft,  winning  and  melting;  but 
the  mechanical  influence  of  this,  according  to  the 
ufual  operation  of  mechanical  powers,  intwo  orthree 
days  expired,  with  many  in  two  or  three  hours ;  and 
1  believe  with  moft  as  foon  as  the  found  Vv^as  over,  or 
they  got  out  of  the  houfe,  or  in  the  firft  converfation 
they  fell  into.  But  with  the  manner  of  his  preach¬ 
ing,  wherein  he  appeared  to  be  in  earnejl^  he  de- 
'  iivered  thofe  neital  truths  which  animated  all  our 
martyrs,  made  them  triumph  in  flames,  and  led  his 
hearers  into  the  view  of  that  vital,  inward,  adlive 
piety,  which  is  the  meer  efFeft  of  that  mighty  fu- 
pernatural  operation  of  a  divine  Power  on  the 
fouls  of  men ;  which  only  will  fupport  and  carry 
through  the  Iharpefl  trials,  and  make  meet  for  the 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light.”  Of  Mr.  Ten- 
nent  Mr.  Prince  fays,  In  private  converfe  with 
him,  I  found  him  to  be  a  man  of  confiderable  parts 
and  learning ;  free,  gentle  and  condefcending  ;  and 
from  his  own  various  experience,  reading  the  moft 
PQted  writers  on  experimental  divinity,  as  well  as 
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the  fcriptures,  and  converfing  with  many  who  had 
been  awakened  by  his  miniftry  in  New- Jerfey^  where 
he  then  lived,  he  feemed  to  have  as  deep  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  experimental  part  of  religion 
as  any  I  have  converfed  with ;  and  his  preaching 
was  as  fearching  and  roufing  as  ever  I  heard.  He 
leemed  to  have  no  regard  to  pleafe  the  eyes  of  his 
hearers  with  agreeable  geftures,  nor  their  ears  with 
delivery,  nor  their  fancy  with  language;  but  to 
aim  direftly  at  their  hearts  and  confciences,  to  lay 
open  their  ruinous  delufions,  fhew  them  their 
numerous,  fecrct,  hypocritical  fhifts  in  religion, 
and  drive  them  out  of  every  deceitful  refuge  where¬ 
in  they  made  themfelves  eafy,  with  a  form  of  god- 
linefs  without  the  power*.’" 

V.  March  2,  1741,  Mr.  Tennent  preached  his 
farewell  fermon  at  Bofton,  and  came  round  by 
Plymouth,  Middleborough,  Bridgewater,  Taunton, 
Newport  and  Providence,  and  fo  returned  home 
through  Connefticut ;  in  all  which  places  his  la¬ 
bours  had  forae  good  effeit.  Religion  was  much 
revived  in  Bofton,  Northampton,  and  places  ad¬ 
jacent,  in  the  fall  and  winter.  In  February  and 
March,  it  was  fo  in  New-Haven,  Flebron,  and  Le¬ 
banon-Crank.  At  their  general  election  in  May, 
Mr.  Jedidiah  Mills  preached  in  a  powerful  manner 
at  Hartford,  from  v/hence  his  fame  fpread  exten- 
ftvely.  Proceeding  eallw'ard  in  his  labours.  Dr. 
Benjamin  Lord,  of  Norwich,  hearing  when  he  was 
to  preach  at  Lebanon,  ventured  to  appoint  a  lec¬ 
ture  f(jr  him  in  his  own  pulpit  on  Tuelday,  June  2  ; 
but  Mr.  Mills  was  otherways  engaged,  and  Mr. 
Wheelock  came  and  preached  it ;  and  Mr.  Mills 
came  and  preached  there  twice  the  Friday  follow¬ 
ing.  Thefe  were  the  firft  that  I  heard  of  thofe  iti¬ 
nerant 

If  Chriftian  hiftory,  vol.  2,  p.  384 — 387. 


134  A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

nerant  minifters.  Such  darknefs  had  prevailed  be¬ 
fore,  and  naany  fpake  fo  freely  of  the  light  they 'now 
re^ivod,  that  the  name  of  Newlights  was  foon 
call  upon  them.  But  an  old  faint,  who  was  con¬ 
verted  under  Mr.  Flavei’s  rniniftry  in  England,  bur 
now  lived  at  our  Norwich,  being  alked  what  flie. 
thought  of  them  ?  readily  replied,  “Newlights!  It 
js  new  to  fuch  as  never  faw  it  before ;  but  it  is  what 
I  knew  above  fifty  years  ago.”  The  work  prevailed 
very  powerfully  in  Norwich  through  the  fummer. 
In  Auguft  Mr.  James  Devenport  from  Lone-Ifland 
came^ there,  where  Mr.  Eleazer  Wheelock  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  Pomroy  met  him,  and  they  laboured 
inceffahtly  for  three  days,  and  a  great  reformation 
was_ wrought  in  tlie  town  ;  and  in  this  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  that  glorious  work  of  divine  grace  pre¬ 
vailed,  in  a  greater  orlefs  degree,  in  moft  parts  of 
New-England,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
v.ania,  and  many  other  places.  A  meafure  of  it  was 
granted  to  the  Baptifts  in  Bofton,  Leicefter,  Brim- 
field,  Newport*  Groton  and  Wallingford  j  but  as 
the  work  was  begun  and  carried  on  almoft  wholly 
oy  Pedobaptifts,  from  which  denomination  their 
lathers  had  fullered  much,  moll  of  the  Baptifls  were 
prejudiced  againft  the  work,  and  againll  the  Cai- 
vinian  dotlrine  by  which  it  was  promoted.  Though 
I  find  that  Elder  Robert  Feke,  of  Oyllerbay,  on 
Long-Illand,  wrote  to  his  brethren  in  Newport, 
Novertiber  29,  1741,  and  faid,  «  God  has  begun 
a  glorious  work  among  us,  and  I  hope  he  will  carry 
it  bfl.  There  have  been  leventeen  added  to  our 
little  Band  in  about  three  rnonths.”  And  the  work 
was  powerful  among  the  Baptifts  in  New-Jerfey 
and  Pennlylvania. 

VI.  All 

^  Bctwixt  March  snd  Auguft^  *74^^  forty-eight  perfons  wer$ 
Baptised,  and  joined  to  tho  fecorid  churcii  in  Newport; 
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VI.  All  allow  that  many  imperfeftions  attend¬ 
ed  this  revival  of  religion ;  but  the  great  difficulty 
has  been  to  determine  what  they  v/ere^  fo  as  to  en¬ 
courage  what  was  right,  and  to  guard  againft  all 
that  was  not  fo..  Mr.  Edwards  delivered  a  fermon 
upon  this  fubjedt  at  New-Haven,  in  September, 
1 741 5  which  he  enlarged  and  publillied,  with  a  pre¬ 
face  by  Mr.  Williarri  Cooper,  of  Bofton ;  and  it  cir¬ 
culated  through  the  nation,  and  was  much  efteem- 

ed.  But  an  anonymous  anfwer  to  it  was  publiffied 
atBofton*,  which  condemned  Mr.  Cooper’s  faying 

Some  of  the  learned  and  knowing  among  men  have 
had  thofe  things  revealed  to  them  of  the  Father  in 
heaven,  which  fleffi  and  blood  doth  not  teach.'^ 
This  writer  faid  he  could  not  guefs  who  they  lliould 
be.  To  which  it  may  be  replied,  that  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hobby,  of  Reading,  one  of  the  eleven  figners 
to  the  paper  in  favour  of  Oiborn’s  Arminianifm, 
Mr.  Daniel  Rogers,  a  tutor  at  Harvard  college,  and 
a  number  more  of  their  teachers,  freely  confelTed 
that  they  were  blind  guides,  until  they  were  faving- 
ly  enlightened  under  Mr.  Whitefield’s  preaching. 
Said  writer  difeovered  a  great  diflike  of  Cooper’s 
faying  Thefe  fruits  do  not  grow  on  Armmian 
ground  And  alfo  of  what  Edwards  wrote  againft 
unregenerate  miniflers.  As  no  law  could  take  place 
in  the  Maffachufetts,  without  the  confent  of  Epif- 
copalians,  Pre/byterian  m/mifters  mould  not  carry 
their  power  fo  far  there  as  in  Connecticut,  where 
the  whole  power  of  making  laws  was  in  one  deno¬ 
mination,  who  therefore  improved  their  power  in 
the  following  manner. 

VII.  Governor  Talcot  died  in  0£lober,  while 
their  Affembly  was  fitting,  who  then  eledled  a  Cam¬ 
bridge 

*  This  anfwer  Was  commended,  if  not  wrote,  by  Dr,  Chaun- 

cy.  See  Chauncy’s  thoughts,  p»  332« 
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bridge  fcholar  in  his  ftead,  who  was  ftrongly  attached 
to  their  Saybrook  eftabliihment.  And  °by  an  order 
from  their  legiflature,  a  general  Confociation  from 
ail  the  counties  of  that  Colony  met  at  Guilford, 
November  24,  and  drew  up  fundry  refolves ;  in  one 
of  which  they  fay,  “  That  for  a  minifter  to  enter  in¬ 
to  another  minifter’s  parilh,  and  preach  or  admini- 
fter  the  leals  of  the  covenant,  without  the  confent  of 
or  in  oppofition  to  the  fettled  minifter  of  the  parifli, 
is  di/orderly Mr.  Robbins  of  Branford  had  done 
ib  at  New-Haven  before,  for  which  other  minifters 
had  reproved  him,  and  he  had  made  fome  concef- 
iions  to  them  therefor.  In  December  he  received  a 
written  requeft  from  theBaptift  minifter  in  Walling¬ 
ford,  informing  him,  that  Dr.  Bellamy  had  preach¬ 
ed  in  their  fociety  to  mutual  fatisfaftion,  and  defin¬ 
ed  that  he  would  come  and  do  the  like.  This  re¬ 
queft:  appeared  agreeable,  and  he  appointed  a  meet¬ 
ing  for  the  purpofe,  January  6,  1742.  But,  two 
days  before  the  time,  a  deacon  from  Wallingford 
brought  him  two  letters,  the  one  figned  by  forty- 
two  men  of  that  town,  the  other  figned  by  Jacob 
Hemenway  and  Ifaac  Stiles,  minifters  who  lived  by 
the  way,  requefting  him  not  to  go  and  preach  to 
thofe  Baptifts,  without  giving  any  reafon  againft  it, 
but  only  their  define.  This  did  not  appear  to  him 
a  fufficient  reafon  for  him  to  violate  his  promife,  • 
and  to  difappoint  a  people  who  were  delirous  of 
hearing  the  gofpel.  He  therefore  went  and  preach¬ 
ed  two  fermons  there,  with  an  evident  good  effebf. 
Yet  for  fo  doing  he  was  complained  of  as  a  difor- 
derly  perfon,  to  the  Confociation  of  New-Haven 
county,  in  their  meeting  of  February  9.  He  en¬ 
quired  wherein  the  diforder  lay,  feeing  he  preach¬ 
ed  in  a  particular  fociety,  at  the  written  requeft  of 
their  pallor  ?  It  was  anfwered,  that  faid  fociety  was 
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not  a  lawful  fociety,  but  a  diforderly  company.  He 
replied,  that  Governor  Talcot  had  advifed  Wal¬ 
lingford  colleftors  not  to  diftrain  rninifterial  taxes 
from  them ;  and  the  authority  fent  them  annual 
proclamations  for  fafts  and  thankfgivings,  as  to 
other  focieties.  But  as  the  Confociation  thought 
themfelves  better  judges  of  thofe  matters  than  civil 
rulers  were,  they  expelled  Robins  from  their  clafli- 
cal  court  for  preaching  to  thofe  Baptifts*.  A  fon 
of  Wallingford  minifter  was  then  a  tutor  in  Yale 
college,  of  which  David  Brainard  was  a  member  ; 
and  the  tutor  having  prayed  more  pathetically  than 
ulual  with  the  fcholars,  one  of  Brainard’s  intimates 
afked  him  what  he  then  thought  of  the  tutor  ?  He 
has  no  more  grace  than  this  chair  y  faid  Brainard.  The 
fentence  was  overheard,  and  carried  to  the  rulers  of 
the  college  ^  though  the  accufer  could  not  tell  who 
it  was  againfl:.  However  they  extorted  this  from  his 
friends,  and  expelled  Brainard  out  of  the  college  juft 
about  the  time  that  Robins  was  expelled  from  their 
Confociation  II .  And  moreeffeftually  to  guard  againft 
fuch  diforders  for  the  future,  a  draught  of  a  law  was 
made,  and  minifters  conveyed  it  into  the  Legifla- 
ture  at  Hartford,  in  their  feffion  of  May  13  ;  who 
were  not  only  prevailed,  with  to  pafs  it,  but  alfo  to 
direft  the  heads  of  their  college  not  to  fuffer  any 
Icholars  therein  who  refufed  to  obey  itij:. 

VIII.  An  aSl  for  regulating  abujesy  and  corre5iing 
diforders  in  ecclefiafitcal  affairs. 

Whereas  this  Affembly  did  by  their  aft,  made- 
in  the  feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  Majefty 

U  Queen 


*  His-  narrative,  p. 

II  Brainard’s  life,  p.  20. 
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See  their  reafoils  for  expeBing  the  Cleavclands,  in  1  v 
.  Hezekiah  Hnntington  told  mej  that  this  kw  was- 


^4  feat  in  ty  laiaiifers, 
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Queen  Anne,  eftablilh  and  confirm  a  confeflion  of 
faith,  and  an  agreement  for  ecclefiaftical  difcipline, 
made  at  Saybrook  Anno  Domini  1708,  by  the  re¬ 
verend  elders,  and  meiTengers  delegated  by  the 
churches  in  this  Colony  for  that  purpofe ;  under 
Avhicheftablifhmenthis  Majefty’sfubjedls,  inhabiting 
in  this  Colony,  have  enjoyed  great  peace  and  quiet- 
nefs,  until  of  late  fundry  perfons  have  been  guilty 
of  diforderly  and  irregular  praftices;  whereupon  this 
Aflembly,  in  October  lail,  did  diredh  to  the  calling 
of  a  General  Confociation,  to  fee  at  Guilford  in  No¬ 
vember  laft,  which  faid  Confociation  was  convened 
accordingly ;  at  which  Convention  it  was  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  prevent  the  growing  diforders  amongft  mini- 
fters,  that  have  been  ordained  or  licenced  by  the  Af- 
fociationsinthis  government  to  preach;  and  likewife 
to  prevent  divifionsand  diforders  among  the  church¬ 
es  and  ecclefiattical  focieties^?  fettled  by  order  of 
this  AiTembly.  Notwithftanding  which,  divers  of 
the  minilters,  ordained  as  aforefaid,  and  others  licenc¬ 
ed  to  preach  by  fome  of  the  Aflbeiations  allowed  by 
law,  have  taken  upon  them,  without  any  lawful  call, 
to  go  into  parilhes  immediately  under  the  care  of 
other  miniilers,  and  there  to  preach  to  and  teach  the 
people^;  and  alfo  fundry  perfons,  fome  of  whom  are 
very  illiterate,  and  have  no  ecclefiailical  character 
or  authority  whatfoever  to  preach  or  teach,  have 
taken  upon  them  publicly  to  teach  and  exhort  the 
people  in  matters  of  religion,  botli  as  to  doftrinc 
and  practice;  which  practices  have  a  tendency  to 
make  divifions  and  contentions  among  the  people 

in 


^  Befide  thofe  before  named,  Mr.  Samuel  Buell  travelled  and 
laboured  fuccefsfully  through  the  country,  who  has  fince  en^ 
joyed  great  bleffings  in  his  pahoral  labours  at  Eaft-Hampton^ 
on  Long-lfland.  Mr.  James  Sprout,  born  in  Middleborough. 
fince  minift^r  Pjiilad^lphia;  was  cf  th9f^  itinerant 

prengher^i 
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in  this  Colony,  and  to  deftroy  the  ecclefiaftical  con- 
ftitution  eftablifl^ed  by  the  laws  of  this  government, 
and  likewife  to  hinder  the  growth  and  increale  of 
vital  piety  and  godlinefs  in  thefe  churches,  and  alfo 
to  introduce  unqualified  perfons  into  the  miniftry ; 
and  more  elpecialiy  where  one  Afibciation  doth  in¬ 
termeddle  with  affairs  that  oy  the  platform  and 
agreement  abovelaid,  made  at  Saybioolc  aforefaid, 
are  properly  within  the  province  and  juiiidictio‘n 
of  another  Affociation ;  as  by  licencing  perfons  to 
preach,  and  ordaining  minifters.  ^herefore^ 

BE  it  eiwMed  by  the  Governor^  Council  and  Ref  re- 
Jentatives  in  General  Court  ajf  'embled-,  and  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  fame,  that  if  any  ordained  niinifter,  or 
other  perfon  licenced  as  aforefaid  to  preach,  fhall  en¬ 
ter  into  any  parilli  not  immediately  inuier  his  charge, 
and  fhall  there  preach  or  exhort  the  people,  fhall  be 
denied  and  fecluded  the  benefit  oi  any  law  of  this 
Colony,  made  for  the  fupport  and  encouragement 
of  the  gofpel  miniitry,  except  fuch  ordained  mmi- 
fler  or  licenced  perion  fliali  be  exprelsly  invited  and 
defired  fo  to  enter  into  luch  other  parilh,  and  there 
to  preach  and  exhort  the  people,  euher  by  the  fet-- 
tied  minifter  and  major  part  of  tlie  church  in  faid 
parifh,  or,  in  cafe  there  be  no  fettled  minifter,  then 
by  the  church  or  fociety  within  fuch  parifh. 

‘  A  ND  it  is  further  erased  by  the  am  hority  aforefaid^ 
that  if  anv  Afibciation  of  minifters  fliall  undertake 
to  examine  or  licence  any  candidate  for  the  gofpel 
miniftry,  or  affume  to  themfelves  the  decifion  of  any 
controverfy,  or  as  an  Aifociation  to  counfel  or  ad- 
vife  in  any  affair  that  by  the  platform  or  agreement 
above  mentioned  is  properly  within  the  province 
and  jurifdiftion  of  any  other  Afibciation,  then  and 
in  fuch  cafe  every  member  that  fliall  be  prefent  in 
fuch  Afirociation,  V()  licencing,  deciding  or  counfel- 

ling:. 
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ling,  ftall  be  each  and  every  of  them  denied  and  fe- 

cluded  the  benefit  of  any  law  in  this  Colony,  made 

tor  the  fupport  and  encouragement  of  the  gofpel 
miniftry.  ^  ^ 

is  further  enafied,  that  if  any  minifter 
prminifters,  contrary  to  the  force,  intent  and  mean- 
ing  of  this  a(5t,  lhall  preiume  to  preach  in  any  parifh 
not  under  his  immediate  care  and  charo-e.  the  mi¬ 
nifter  of  the  parilh  where  he  lhall  fo  offend,  or  the 
civil  authority,  or  any  two  of  the  committee  of 
fuch  parilh,  lhall  give  information  thereof  in  writ- 
tJigj  under  their  hands,  to  the  clerk  of  the  parilh, 
or  fociety  where  fuch  offending  minifter  doth  be¬ 
long,  which  clerk  lhall  receive  fuch  information, 
and  lodge  and  keep  the  fame  on  file  in  his  office ; 
and  no  Affiftant  or  Juftice  of  the  Peace  in  this  Co¬ 
lony  lhall  fign  any  warrant  for  the  colleding  any 
minifter  s  rate,  without  firft  receiving  a  certificate 
irom^  the  clerk  of  the  fociety  or  parilh  where  fuch 
rate  is  to  be  collefted,  that  no  fuch  information  as 
IS  above  mentioned  hath  been  received  by  him,  or 
lodged  in  his  office. 

it  is  further  ena^ed,  that  if  any  perfon 
^  '  j,  y  ihat  is  not  a  fettled  and  ordained  mi¬ 

nifter,  lhall  go  into  any  parilh,  and  without  the 
expfels  defire  and  invitation  of  the  fettled  minifter 
of  fuch  parifh,  if  any  there  be,  and  the  major  part 
1^  ll,  or  if  there  be  no  fuch  fettled  mini¬ 
fter,  without  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  church  or 
congregation  within  fuch  parilh,  publicly  preach 
and  exhort  the  people,  lhall  for  every  fuch  offence, 
upon  complaint  made  thereof  to  any  Affiftant  or 
Jultice  of  the  Peace,  be  bound  to  his  peaceable 
and  good  behaviour  until  the  next  County  Court, 
jn  that  county  where  the  offence  lhall  be  commit¬ 
ted,  by  faid  Affiftant  or  Juftice  of  tHe  Peace,  in  the 

penal 
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penal  fum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  lawful  money, 
that  he  or  they  will  not  again  offend  in  like  kind ; 

.  and  the  faid  County  Court  may,  if  they  fee  meet, 
further  bind  the  perfon  or  perfons  offending  as 
aforefaid  to  their  peaceable  and  good  behaviour, 
during  the  pleafure  of  faid  Court. 

AND  it  is  further  ena^led^ihzx.  if  any  foreigner 
or  ftranger,  that  is  not  an  inhabitant  within  this 
Colony,  including  as  well  fuch  perfons  that  have 
no  ecclefiaftical  charailer  or  licence  to  preach,  as 
fuch  as  have  received  ordination  or  licence  to 
preach  by  any  AfTociation  or  Prefbytery,  fhali  pre¬ 
fume  to  preach,  teach  or  publicly  exhort,  in  any  * 
town  or  fociety  within  this  Colony,  without  the 
defire  and  licence  of  the  fettled  minifter  and  the 
major  part  of  the  church  of  faid  town  or  fociety, 
or  at  the  call  and  defire  of  the  church  knd  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  fuch  town  or  fociety,  provided  that  it  fo 
happen  that  thexe  is  qo  fettled  minifter  there,  that 
every  fuch  preacher,  teacher  or  exhorter,  fhall  be 
fent  as  a  vagrant  perfon,  by  warrant  from  any  one 
AfTiftant  or  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  from  conftable  to 
conftable,  out  of  the  bounds  of  this  Colony.” 

IX.  The  reader  may  here'  fee  how  catholic 
thofe  minifters  were,  and  how  concerned  to  pre- 
ferve  union  and  order  in  every  part  of  that  Colony, 
and  it  doubtlels  would  have  extended  much  fur¬ 
ther,  had  their  power  been  equal  to  their  inclina¬ 
tions.  But  there  were  three  things  which  lay  much 
in  their  way.  They  could  not  command  the 
thoughts  of  the  people,  nor  the  pens  of  minifters 
in  other  governments,  and  were  unable  to  move 
their  own  rulers  to  carry  violence  fo  far  as  they 
did  their  cenfures.  The  fecond  itinerant  minifter, 
whom  they  accufed  of  making  divifions  and  dif- 
turbanccs,  publiihed  a  fermpn  this  year,  which 

had 


had  an  extenfive  circulation ;  wherein  he  fays. 
The  proper  caufe  of  finful  divifions,  is  the  en¬ 
mity  againft  God  and  holinefs,  which  is  in  the 
hearts  of  natural  men,  of  every  order ;  being 
ftirred  up  by  the  devil,  and  their  own  proud  and 
felfifii  lulls.  And  very  often  natural  men,  who 
are  the  proper  caufe  of  fuch  divifions,  deal  with 
(iod's  fervants  as  Potipher’s  wife  did  by  Jofeph  ; 
tliey  lay  the  blame  of  their  own  wickednefs  at  their 
doors,  and  make  a  loud  cry.”  And  as  their  com¬ 
mon  talk  was,  that  to  go  over  parifh  lines  to  meet¬ 
ing  was  going  out  of  God's  way,  fo  that  if  any 
thought  they  got  good  thereby,  they  were  deceiv¬ 
ed,  Mr.  Teniient  fays,  There  are  three  mon- 
Itrous  ingredients  in  this  objeftion,  namely,  a  beg¬ 
ging  the  quellion  in  debate,  rafli  judging,  and  li¬ 
miting  of  God.”  For  they  who  would  confine  re¬ 
ligious  worlhip  to  lines  which  men  have  drawn, 
alTume  a  power  which  is  juftly  queftioned,  and 
thereby  attempt  to  limit  God ;  and  how  rafh  is  it 
to  judge  all  thofe  to  be  deceived  who  refufe  a  tame 
fubmiffion  to  fuch  ufurpations  * !  Mr.  Edwards 
alfo  now  obferved,  that,  If  minitters  preach  ne¬ 
ver  fo  good  doftrine,  and  are  never  fo  laborious 
in  their  work,  yet  if  at  fuch  a  day  as  this  they 
ihewto  their  people  that  they  are  not  well  affedled 
to  this  work,  they  will  be  very  likely  to  do  their 
people  a  great  deal  more  hurt  than  good;  for  the 
very  fame  of  fuch  a  great  and  extraorfinary  work  of 
God,  if  their  people  were  fuffered  to  believe  it  to 
be  his,  and  the  example  of  other  towns,  together 
with  the  preaching  they  might  hear  occafionally, 
would  be  likely  to  have  a  much  greater  influence 
upon  the  minds  of  their  people,  to  awaken  and 

animate 

*  Tennenfls  fermon  on  the  great  danger  of  an  unconverted  mi- 

mfry^  p.  i6,  i8. 
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animate  them  in  religion,  than  all  their  labours 
with  them.  And  we  that  are  minifters,  by  look- 
ino-  on  tliis  work,  from  year  to  year,  with  a  dif- 
pleafed  countenance,  ihall  effeftually  keep  the  Iheep 
from  their  pafturc,  inftead  of  doing  the  part  of 
Ihepherds,  by  feeding  them  ;  and  our  people  had 
a  great  deal  better  be  without  any  fettled  minifter 
at  all,  at  fuch  a  day  as  this.— Thofe  awful  words 
of  Chrift  to  the  Jewilh  fathers  lliould  be  confider- 
ed  by  us,  Mat.  xxiii.  13.  Wo  unto  you,  for.  you 
jhut  up  the  kingdom  of  heaven-,  ye  neither  go  in  your- 
f elves,  neither  fuffer  ye  them  that  are  entering  .to  go  in. 
The  times  of  Chrift’s  remarkably  appearing  in 
behalf  of  his  church,  to  revive  religion,  and  ad¬ 
vance  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  are  often  fpoken 
of  in  the  prophecies  of  fcripture,  as  times  where¬ 
in  he  will  remarkably  execute  judgment  pr^  Eich 
minifters  or  fhepherds  as  do  not  feed  the  ftpck, 
but  hinder  their  being  fed,  and  fo  deliver  his  flock 
from  them ;  as  Jer.  xxiii.  Ezek.  xxxiv.  Zech.  x. 
Ifai.  Ivi.  &c*.” 

How  weighty  and  folemn  are  thefe  confidera- 
tions !  yet  the  imperfePtions  and  miftakes  of  the 
real  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  the  hypocrify  and  apof- 
tafy  of  others,  have  often  been  catthed  atasafhield 
againft  the  authority  of  truth  in  thefe  refpefts ;  as 
the  following  fa£ts  will  further  Ihew. 

'A 

*  Edwards’s  thoughts,  1742,  p.  133 — 135. 
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€  H  A  P.  VIIL 

I.  Miftakes  and  Enthufiafms  of  learn¬ 
ed  Minifters.  2.  The  Ufe  that  was 
made  thereof  againft  true  Religion 
and  Liberty.  3.  Ill  Treatment  of 
the  Baptifts.  4.  And  of  the  late 
Work  in  general.  5 .  Which  Treat¬ 
ment  was  carried  to  the  greateft 
Height  in  Connedicut.  6.  Stars 
fwept  down  thereby. 

I*  A l^cvenport  derived  his  defeent  from 
'  iVX  the  firft  minifter  of  New-Haven,  and 
was  fon  of  a  minifter  of  Stamford,  in  Fairfield 
county.  He  and  Mr.  Daniel  Blils,  a  lively  mini¬ 
fter  at  Concord,  took  their  firft  degrees  at  Yale 
college  in  1732,  as  Mr.Wheelock  and  Mr.  Pomroy 
did  theirs  in  1733,  and  Timothy  Allen  his  in  1736  ; 
who  all  dated  their  converfions  before  thefe  times. 
Allen  was  ordained  at  Weft-Haven ;  but  upon 
uttering  fome  unguarded  expreffions,  about  how 
unprofitable  the  feriptures  were  to  the  unregene¬ 
rate,  their  Confociation  depofed  him  from  his  office. 
Devenport  was  an  inftrument  of  great  awakenings 
in  many  places ;  and  no  man  before  him  ever  la¬ 
boured  to  fo  good  purpofe  as  he  did,  among  the 
Mohegan  and  Nyantic  Indians ;  from  whence  alfo 
Iprang  a  great  work  among  the  Narraganfets^. 

But 

^  The  Commiflioners  at  Boflon,  for  fending  out  and  fupport- 
Vig  amjng  th^  ftnt  Mr,  Jofeph  Park  to 
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But  having  always  lived  among  minifters  who' 
claimed  a  like  power  in  the  Chriftian  church,  as  the 
feed  of  Aaron  had  in  that  of  the  Jews  ;  and  being 
deeply  lenfible  of  the  mifchiefs  which  unconverted 
teachers  do  to  precious  fouls,  he  imbibed  a  ftroiig 
perfuafion,  that  it  was  his  duy  to  examine  the  mini- 
fters  v/herever  he  came,  and  to  warn  the’  people 
againft  hearing  fuch  as  he  judged  to  be  blind  guides,  ' 
For  thefe  things  he  was  taken  up  and  brought  be¬ 
fore  Connefticut  Legiflature,  who  fent  him  out  of 
their  Colony.  Separations  were  hereby  caufed  at 
Nev/~London,  New-Haven,  and  Milford.  And  ' 
it  was  irnprefled  upon  fundry  minds,  that  they  \ 
muft  go  their  way  forth^  and  ered:  a  jheph^d's  tent 
atNew-London,  to  educate  perfonsin  for  themini- 
llry.  Such  a  fchool  was  therefore  opened,  to  which ' 
a  number  reforted,  wherein  Allen  prefided.  And  , 
though  he  was  once  imprifoned  for  preaching,  and’ 
others  fufFered  much,  it  did  but  animate  them  the' 
more.  And  Devenport  muft  needs  go  and  preach 
to  the  great  metropolis  of  New-England.  Upon" 
his  arrival  he  had  long  conferences  with  the  mini¬ 
fters  of  Bofton  and  Charleftown^  until  on  July  I, 

X  1742, 

VVefterly,  upon  that  bufinefs,  in  1733.  I75ktheeaft  part 
of  that  town,  where  the  Narraganfets  chiefly  refided,  was  fet 
•off  by  the  name  of  Charleftown.  But  in  nine  years,  he  was  not 
able  to  bring  one  Englifh  family,  in  thofe  two  towns,  to  fet  up 
family  worfiiip  ;  nor  above  a  dozen  Indians  to  attend  on  his  mi- 
niflry  ;  Until,  being  greatly  enlightened  himfclf,  by  means  of 
thofe  itinerant  minillcrs,  a  revival  began  among  his  people,  and 
a  church  of  14  Englifh  members  tvas  formed  in  May,  1742; 
wliich  was  fucceeded  with  fo  great  a  work  among  the  Indians  the 
next  year,  as  brought  many  of  them  into  that  church,  and  an 
hundred  of  them  ufually  to  attend  on  his  minillry„  Chriftian 
biftory^vol,  i,  p.  202 — zio.  Mr.  Park  died  there  March  i,  1777. 

Stephen  Babcock,  a  member  of  that  church,  became  the  paflor 
of  a  Baptift  church  in  1750,  and  continued  fo  until  his  death' 
i775‘ 
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i742>mo.ftofthemfignedadeclaration,  wherein  they 
faid,  He  appears  to  us  to  be  truly  pious,  and  we 
hope  God  has  ufed  him  as  an  inftrument  of  good  to 
many  fouls ;  yet  we  judge  it  our  duty  to  bear  tef- 
tiroony  againft  the  following  particulars,  i.  His 
beitig  adted  much  by  fudden  mpuljes,  2.  His  judg- 
iug  fome  minifters  in  Long~Ifland  and  New-Eng- 
l^nd  to  be  unconverted ;  and  thinking  himfelf  cal-  . 
led  of  God  to  demand  of  his  brethren,  from  place  to 
place,  an  account  of  their  regenerate  ftate,  when  or 
in,  what  manner  the  Holy  Spirit  wrought  upon  and 
renewed  them.  3.  His  going  with  his  friends,  fing- 
ing  through  the  ftreets  and  highways,  to  and  from 
the  houfes  of  worfhip,  on  Lord’s  days  and  other 
day-s^",  4.  His  encouraging  private  brethren  to 
pray  and  exhort  in  affemblies  gathered  for  that  pur- 
pofe..  We  judge  it  therefore  our  prefent  duty  not 
to  invite  him  into  our  places  of  public  worfhip,  as 
otheiiwife  we  might  have  readily  done,”  But  this 
did  not  prevent  his  going  to  examine  each  of  them,^ 
and  then  declaring  publicly  againft  them  ;  naming 
fome  as  unconverted,  and  comparing  others  to  Je- 
hofaphat  in  Ahab’s  army,  and  calling  the  people  to 
feparate  from  them  If  He  proceeded  farther  eaft- 
ward  in  this  way,  and  upon  his  return  to  Bofton  in 
Auguft  he  was  imprifoned  and.  brought  upon  trial 
in  Court,  for  flandering  their  minifters,  but  the 
jury  judged  him  to  be  non  compos  mentis^  and  fo  ac¬ 
quitted  him  Separations  hereupon  took  place  in 
Bofton,  Ipfwich  and  Newbury.  After  his  return  to 
]Lpng-Ifl2,nd,  he  was  brought  over  to  New-London ; 

where 

*  In  this  way^  of  ftnging  he  was  almoft  entirely  fingular, 
even  from  thofe  who  were  otherwife  engaged  with  him  in  the 
general  caiife. 

11  Chrillian  hiflory,  vol.  2,  p.  406 — 408. 

^  Chauncy’s  thgugh^s,  p.  164,  165, 
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he  and  othei's  were  tarried  fo  far,  und^r  a  no* 
tion  of  purging  away  all  error,  as  to  burn  a  confidcr- 
able  pile  of  book’s,  that  in  their  view  Were  erroneous* 
near  the  tov/n  wharff,  on  Lord's  day,  March  6^ 
1743,  juft  as  people  were  returning  from  public^ 
w’-orfhip.  Norcort  upon  baptifm  was  caft  into  the 
pile^  but  was  catched  out  by  another  hand.  The 
next  day,  under  a  conceit  of  deftroying  idolatry^ 
tiieys  collefted  a  large  heap  of  fine  deaths  and  or^ 
narnents,  but  v/ere  hindered  from  burning  of  them*, 
partly  by  a  gentleman's  coming  to  Devenport*,  and 
affurine:  him,  that  if  all  he  had  idolized  muft  be 
burnt,  he  muft  btYrn  him  firft.  Great  co-nfufion 
was  tail  fed  by  thefe  things,  and  the  fhepherd’s  tent 
broke  up  foon  after 

IL  Those  who  teach  God's  fear  by  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  meii,  ^vafeh  for  iniquity^  Ifaiah  xxix.  13, 
20.  And  they  had  now  got  fo  much  of  it, 
emboldened  them  to  appear  very  openly  againit 
the  work  in  this  land.  The  annual  convention 
of  minifters  at  Bofton,  May  25,  publifhed  their 
teftimony  upon  thisfubjeft;  and  efpecially  againit 
The  fpirit  and  pradlice  of  feparation,  from  the 
particular  flocks  to  which  perfons  belong,  to  join 
with  and  fupport  lay-exhorters  or  itinerant s This 
moved  feme  friends  to  the  late  revival  to  publilb 
an  invitation,  in  the  Bofton  papers,  to  all  miniftefs 
who  had  favourable  thoughts  of  that  work,  to  nleet 
there  the  day  after  the  enfuing  commencement  at 
Cambridge,  to  give  their  minds  concerning  it ; 
and  fuch  as  could  not  well  come*  were  defired  to 
fend  in  their  thoughts  in  writing.  In  anfwer  to 

this 

n 

) 

^  March  5,  1743,  •Prince  and  his  fon  -began  a  weekly 
publication,  and  continued  it  for  two  years,  under  the  name 
of  The  Chrijlian  Ifijfory  ;  Which  is  v'er^  ferviccaole  ih  dUrs. 
f  CLairncy’s  thoughts,  p.  299, 
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this  requeft,  about  ninety  minifters  met  at  Bofton, 
July  7,  and  elected  a  committee,  to  draw  up  a 
teftimony  and  letter  of  advice  to  the  churches,  to 
be  laid  before  them  next  morning.  But  twenty  of 
them  went  off,  and  did  not  ftay  to  hear  it..  Of  thofe  « 
who  ftayed,  forty-four  figned  it  without  referve; 
wherein  they  teftify,  that  a  glorious  v/ork  of  divine 
grace  had  been  wrought  in  this  land,  in  the  three 
:preceding  years ;  but  advife,  That  laymen  do 
not  invade  the  minifterial  office,  and,  under  a  pre¬ 
tence  o-f  exhorting,  fet  up  preaching;  which. (fay 
they)  is  very  contrary  to  gofpel  order,  and  tends 
to  introduce  errors  and  confufion  into  the  church- 
.es.  That  minifters  do  not  invade  the  province 
,of  others,  and,  in  ordinary  cafes ^  preach  in  another’s 
parifti  without  his  knowledge,  and  againft  his  con- 
Fifteen  more  figned  it,  with  an  exception  in 
thefe  words,  viz.  We  concur  with  the  teftimony, 
ibr  the  fubftance  of  it,  excepting  that  article  of 
itinerancy,  or  minifters  and  others  intruding  into 
other  minifters  parifhes  vdthout  their  confent, 
which  great  dijorder  we  apprehend  not  fufficiently 
.teftified  againft  therein/’  At  the  head  of  thefe 
was  Dr.  Colman ;  who  twelve  years  before  called 
it  a  fret  of  zeal,  and  a  narrow  party  fpirit,  in  the 
apoftle  John,  to  defire  our  Saviourr  himfelf  to  for¬ 
bid  others,  becaufe,  faid  John,  they  follow  not  us. 
The  other  figners  to  this  exception  were  Checkley 
and  Eliot  ofBofton,  Fowle  of  Hingham,  Baxter 
of  Medfield,  Carpenter  of  Hull,  Bradftrect  of 
Marblehead,  Abbot  and  Prentice  of  Charleftown, 
Turell  of  Medford,  Dorr  of  Mendon,  Parkman 
pf  Weftborough,  Fells  of  Scituate,  Bafs  of  Hano¬ 
ver,  and  Maccarty  of  Kingfton.  On  the  other  hand, 
nine  minifters  were  fenfible  that  in  many  cafes  mini¬ 
fters  might  preach  in  the  parifhes  of  others  without 
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their  confcnt,  and  that,  “  This  liberty  cannot  be 
invaded  or  denied,  without  inhumanly  invading 
the  ejfential rights  of  confcience."  Thefe  were  Sewall 
and  Prince  of  Bofton,  Dirnan  of  Salem,  Chipman 
of  Beverly,  Emerfon  of  Topsfield,  Emerfon  of 
Malden,  Goddard  of  Spencer,  Weld  of  Attle¬ 
borough,  and  Cotton  of  Providence  Others  were 
fo  much  fet  againft  that  liberty,  as  to  procure  the 
publication  of  the  before-cited  Connefticut  law  in 
a  Boflon  news-paper  f  .  And  it  was  evidently  the 
want  of  power,  that  prevented  the  enacting  of  flich 
laws  in  the  Maflachufetts  j  notwithftanding  all  the 
obligations  they  were  under  to  the  Hollis  family. 
xMr.^’lfaac  Hollis,  a  pious  Baptiit  minifter  near 
London,  was  now  fending  over  liberal  communi¬ 
cations,  towards  chriftianizing  the  Stockbridge  In¬ 
dians;  as  Dr.  Colman  himfelf  informs  uslj:.  Yet 
how  were  the  Baptihs  treated  here  ! 

III.  JVIr.  James  Bound,  John  Dabny,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Boucher,  from  Britain,  with  John  Prodtor,  a 
town  fchool-mafter  in  Bofton,  members  of  the  Bap- 
tift  church  there,  withdrew  from  it,  and  began  ano¬ 
ther  church  in  July;  and  Mr.  Ephraim  Bound 
(fon  to  James)  was  ordained  their  paftor,  September 
7,  X743.  The  reafons  of  their  withdraw  were 
becaufe  Mr,  Condy  taught  Arminiandodtrine,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  original  principles  of  the  church,  and 
alfo  oppofed  the  late  work  of  God  in  the  land. 
Philip  Freeman,  member  of  a  Baptift  church  in 
London,  came  over  to  Bofton,  and  joined  to  that 
new  church ;  who  fent  an  account  of  their  princi¬ 
ples  and  condudl  to  Dr.  John  Gill,  which  obtained 
his  approbation,  and  a  confiderable  prefent  was  fent 

them 

*  Chriftian  hiftory,  vol.  i,  p.  155—166,  198. 

Chauncy’s  thoughts,  p*  41 . 

J  Chriftian  hiftory,  voi.  i,  p.  150. 
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them  from  London.  -  increafe  of  the  Baptifts  in 
New-Jerfe}Mbon  after' move^^  Mr.  Jonathan  Dick- 
infon^  the  firft  Ptefident  of  their  coilege,  to  write  a 
dialogue  upon  infant  baptifm.  It  was  printed  both 
*at  New;-York  and  Bofton  in  1746;  but  without  afiy 
najpe  to  it.  Mr.  Freeman  fent  one  of  them  to  Dr. 
GdL  wkh  a  requcfi  that  he  v/ould  anfwer  it.  He 
did  fc  in  17495  and  began  with  thefe  w'ords,  viz. 

?viany  being  cbhverted  under  the  miniftry  of  the 
word  inNew-England,  and  enlightened  into  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  believers  baptifm^  whereby  the  churches 
of  the  Baptiibperfuafion  at  Bofton  and  in  the  country 
have  been  encreafed,  has  alarmed  the  Pedobaptift 
fninifters  of  that  Colony ;  who  have  applied  to  one 
IVIi .  Dickinfon,  a  country  minifter^  whoj  as  my  cor- 
fefpondent  informs  me,  has  wrote  wdth  fome  fuccefs 
againft^  the  Arminians,  to  write  in  favour  of  infant 
fprinkling.'^  In  175^  Clark  (who  wrote  againft 
Walton  twenty  years  before)  publilhed  a  reply  to 
Gill,  wherein  he  faid,  In  this  introduftory  paffage, 
there  are  feveral  grofs  mdftakes  in  faft,  or  manifeft 
untruths,^'  And  he  takes  up  above  five  page^,  in 
trying  to  prove  this  charge  i  thinking,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  that  if  he  could  prove  him  to  be  a  falfe  man 
in  his  introduction,  his  book  might  more  eafily  be 
anfwered,  in  the  opinion  of  moft;  who  generally 
have  men' s  perfons  in  admiration  becauje  of  advantage. 
He  allows  that  Dickinfon  wTOte  againft  the  Sebla-^ 
iries^  names  as  fuch  the  Quakers,  Anabaptifts, 
Arminians  and  Antinoinians ;  nor  mentioning  that 
himfelf  was  one  of  the  eleven  figners  of  the  paper 
in  favour  of  Ofborn’s  Arminianilm  in  1740.  The 
pfoofs  for  his  charge  againft  Gill  confift  in  limit¬ 
ing  his  words  to  the  Mafiachufetts,  inftead  of  all 
New-England,  and  denying  any  great  increafe  of 
the  Baptifts,  fo  as  to  alarm  the  minifters^  or  that 

^  '  any 
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any  in  or  near  Bpfton  fent  to  Dickinfon  to  write  up¬ 
on  that  fubjeftj  [which  was  not  affirmed.]  But.  what 
fhall  we  think  of  Clark  ?  Gill  was  never  here,  and 
therefore  might  eafily  miftake  the  geography  of  the 
country  ;  but  his  accufer  was  born  and  educated  in 
it;  and  he  fays  of  that  new  church,  “  They  have  let 
up  an  illiterate  teacher.  To  this  feparate  fociety 
there  have  been,  indeed,  fome  few  e.nthufiafts  and 
feparatitts  from  fome  churches  in  Bofton,  and  from 
the  adjacent  parts  of  the  country,  v/ho  have  joined 
tbemlelves.— — Beiides — I  know  of  no  other  Baprilf 
church,  except  at  the  out-fleirts  of  the  Province  to¬ 
wards  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence,  where  I  am 
informed  there  are  two  or  three  focieties  that  call 
themfelves  Baptift  churches*.”  Whereas,  at  the 
time  when  he  wrote  thus,  there  were  two  Baptift 
churches  in  Bofton,  two  in  Swanzey,  two  in  Reha- 
both,  and  one  in  each  of  the  towns  of  Bellingham, 
Sutton,  Leicefl:er,Sturbridge,BrimfieId  and  Spring- 
field.  And  how  guilty  muft  a  man  be,  thus  to  mil- 
reprefent  the  ftate  of  his  own  Province,  in  order  to 
fix  an  odium  upon  a  gentleman  who  never  was  in 
it !  He  unjuflly  accufed  him  of  holding  conver- 
fion  to  be  to  a  particular  fe6t ;  but  how  many  re¬ 
proachful  names  does  himfelf  caft  upon  diflenters 
from  his  own  feet  ?  Arminians  is  one  of  thofe 
names  ;  whereas  the  largeft:  addition  to  faid  church 
in  Bofton,  that  th^y  had  received  from  any  one  town 
in  the  country,  was  of  a  num.ber  of  judicious  Chrif- 
tians  in  Medfield,  who  refufed  to  join  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  an  Arminian  minifter  there,  who  has  fmee 
been  forced  to  refign  his  office,  becaufe  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  a  child  by  his  maid.  After  the  great  earth¬ 
quake  November  18,  i755j  Mr.  Bound’s  lectures 
were  flocked  to  from  all  parts  of  the  town;  and 

fuch 

*  Clark  againft  Gill,  p.  1—6, 


<52  A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

fuch  a  bleffing  was  granted  upon  his  miniftry,  that 
^ey  had  an  hundred  communicants  in  that  church, 
^  IS  life  was  unbleniiflied  and  exemplary^  until 
died  with  great  peace  in  his  own  foul,  and  much  4- 

mented  by  others,  June  18,  1765. 

,  ^74^3  Mr.  Edwards  publilhed  his 

thoughts,^  in  five  parts  ^  fliewing  that  the  work 
going  on  in  the  land  was  a  glorious  work  of  God ; 
the  duty  of  all  to  acknowledge  and  promote  it, 
and  the  great  danger  of  the  contrary  ;  wherein  its 
friends  liad  been  injurioufly  blamed ;  what  ouo-ht 
to  be  corretted  among  them,  and  what  pofitiv^ly 
ought  to  be  done  to  promote  the  work.  Upon  a 
view  of  which  Dr.  Chauncy  fet  off  and  travelled 
through  New-England,  New-York  and  Nevv-Jer- 
to  colleft  matter  for  an  anfwer  to  liim,  which 
was  publifhed  this  year,  vnth  the  names  of  three 
Governors,  two  Lieut.  Governors,  many  Conn- 
fellors,  and  in  all  above  feven  hundred  men  as 
fubferibers  for  it.  Above  300  pages  in  the  book 
^  are  taken  up  upon  things  that  he  faid  were  of  a 
bad  and  dangerous  tendency  in  the  land.  He  rank? 
them  under  eight  heads,  namely,  itinerant  preach- 
great  terrors,  fudden  light  and  joy,  cenfur- 
ing  of  others,  impuHes,  confounding  of  many  ex- 
ercifes  together,  and  a  fpirit  of  error.  Under 
which  laft  head,  eight  particulars  are  named,  viz. 
Holding  tliat  unconverted  minifters  could  not 
convert  others,  reparations,  prefumptuous  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  alTiftance  of  the  Spirit,  alTurance  of 
converlion,  and  of  the  time  of  it,  vilifying  good 
■works,  and  not  allowing  faniftification  to  be  an 
evidence  of  juflification.  And  left  all  the  bad 
ftories  he  had  raked  together,  from  every  part  of 
America,  fhould  fail  of  cloathing  thefe  points  witli 
a  garb  fufficicntly  odigys,  a  number  are  added 

thereto 
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thereto  from  Europe,  and  fome  from  the  dregs 
of  Popery.  A  touch  upon  what  he  fays,  about 
itinerant  preaching,  and  rafh  judging,  may  give 
fome  idea  how  itrong  his  arguments  were. — 
Againft  the  former  he  brings  2  Thef.iii.  10 — 15, 

I  Pet.  iv.  15,  and  2  Cor.  x.  12 — 17  j  which  con-- 
dertin  the  eating  of  other  men’s  bread  for  naught, 
acting  as  bufy-bodies  in  other  men’s  matters,  and 
the  commending  of  themfelves,  and  going  into 
another  man’s  line,  of  things  made  ready  to  our 
hands.  But  by  whom  is  this  line  drawn  ?  by  God 
or  man.?  Teachers  v/ho  are  fond  of  fupport  by 
tax  and  comipuirion,  and  promote  the  ufe  of  vio¬ 
lence  towards  fuch  as  follow  not  them,  moft  evidently 
fall  under  the  lafh  of  thefe  fcriptures.  According 
to  Chauncy,  rafli  and  uncharitable  judging  was 
begun  in  thefe  parts  by  Mr.  Whitefield,  Who 
feldom  preached,  but  he  had  fomething  or  other^ 
in  his  'fermon  againft  unconverted  minifters.’* 
And  why  was  this  uncharitable  .?  Becaufe  Dr.  Cot¬ 
ton  Mather  faid,.  No  man  becomes  a  minifter 
or  a  communicant  in  our  churches,  until  lie  hath' 
been  feverely  examined  about  his  regeneration,  as 
well  as  converfation*.”  When  was  it  fo  ?  Thi^ 
teftimony  was  given  in  1696  \  and  how  clearly  does 
it  prove,  that  their  pradtice  remained  the  fame  in 
1740!  His  other  arguments  are  alike  conclufive., 
V.  Connecticut  had  a  more  powerfuji  way  of 
rcafoning.  In  06lober,  174*2,  they  forbid  the 
erection  of  any  public  place  of  education,  without 
licence  from  authority ;  and  alfo  debarred  all  teach¬ 
ers  from  any  benefit  of  their  laws  for  their  fupport, 
who  had  not  been  graduated  by  fomeProteftant  col¬ 
lege.  And  on  February  16  they  iffued  a  procla¬ 
mation  for  a  general  faft,  to  be  on  April  ij,  I743> 

*  Y  to^ 

^  Chauncy’s  thoughts,  p.  42,  140,  i4;2. 
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to  deprecate  the  judgments  of  heaven,  for  their 
ini^juities ;  Particularly  the  great  negleft  and 
contempt  of  the  gofpel  and  the  miniftry  thereof, 
and  the  prevailing  of  a  fpirit  of  error,  diforder, 
unpeaceablenefs,  pride,  bitternefs,  uncharitable- 
nefs,  cenforioufnefs,  difobedience,  calumniating 
and  reviling  of  authority ;  divifions,  contentions, 
reparations  and  confufions  in  churches ;  injuftice, 
idlenefs,  evil-fpeaking,  lafcivioufnefs,  and  ail  other 
vices  and  impieties  which  abound  among  us-j*:'' 
Which  was  ilfued  early  enough  to  have  influence 
in  the  chulce  of  their  Legiflature.  Col.  Hezekiah 
Huntington  had  been  a  member  of  their  Council 
for  three  years  ;  but  at  their  eleftion  at'  Hartford, 
May  12,  he  was  left  out  of  it;  and  John  Bulkley, 
Efqj  was  chofen  in  his  ftead,  who  fent  Zebulon 
Waterman  and  others,  of  Colchefter,  to  Hartford 
gaol  the  fummer  before,  for  teaching  and  exhort¬ 
ing  at  a  religious  meeting.  Waterman  was  foon 
after  ordained  the  paftor  of  a  Baptift  church  in  Col- 
chefler.  It  was  well  known  that  Huntington  was 
much  engaged  in  the  late  revival  of  religion  in  the 
land,  and  that  he  openly  teftified  againft  the  per- 
fecutions  therein.  King  Williain's  dA  of  toler¬ 
ation  was  adopted  in  Connefticut,  in  May,  1708, 
jult  before  their  Saybrook  fcheme  was  formed. 
But  becaufe  it  had  been  extended,  by  their  Coun¬ 
ty  Court,  to  the  diflenters  in  New-Haven  and 
Milford,  it  was  now  repealed,  with  a  declaration, 
That  thofe  commonly  called  Prefbyterians  or 
Congregationalifts  fhall  not  take  benefit  of  faid 
law.”  And  it  was  enafted,  that  none  of  other  de- 
nominatioris  fhould,  for  the  future,  be  allowed  the 
privileges  of  diflentefs,  but  fuch  as  fhould  Be¬ 
fore  the  Aflembly  take  the  oaths  and  fubferibe  the 

declaration 


f  Ibid,  p.  295,  296. 
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declaration  provided  in  the  aft  of*  Parlianficntj  ill 
cafes  of  like  nature.”  And  as  Mr.  John  Owen, 
of  Groton,  was  complained  of,  for  having  in  April 
before  preached  againft  fuch  proceedings,  an  or¬ 
der  .was  given  out  to  bring  him  before  the  Afleim- 
bly,  to  anfwer  therefor,  at  their  next  feflion.  In 
the  mean  time  a  Prefbyterian  minifler  came-  from 
New-Jerfey,  and  preached  at  Milford ;  for  which 
he  was  taken  up  on  a  Saturday.  And  as  they  fpake 
of  confining  him  until  Monday,  he  faid,  “  Sir, 

I  hope  you  will  not  confine  me  from  preaching 
Chrill.”  'I'hal  is  what  we  took  you  up  for,  faid  the 
Judge.  He  was  carried,  as  a  vagrant  perfon,  out 
of  that  Colony ;  but  then  he  returned  and  preached 
at  Ne.w-Haven.  And  as  the  people  tlicie  had  §®t 
into  the  way  of  concealing  their  minifters  on  week 
days,  an  officer  came  and  feized  this  mmiller,  at 
their  meeting-houfe  door,  on  a  Lord  s  day  morn¬ 
ing,  and  carried  him  ofi.  Yet  when  he  was  lee 
<To,  he  returned  again  and  preached  to  the  people, 
an  account  of  which  being  laid  before  the  Alfembly 
at  New-Haven,  of  Oftober  13,  they  added  ano¬ 
ther  aft,  which  required  minifters  who  fliould  fo 
return  to  pay  the  coft  of  their  tranfportation,  and 
to  be  committed  until  they  fhould  j^ivc  2.n.  tlun 
dred  Pounds  bond,  not  tjo  offend  again  in  like  kind. 
Such  were  their  proceedings  againft  a  precious 
minifter  of  Chrift  ;  whole  name  and  title  fince  is, 
Samuel  Finlev,  D.  D.  Prefident  of  New-Jerfey 

■j 

college. 

VI.  As  Mr.  Owen  avoided  being  taken,  and  like 
complaints  v/eie  exhibited  againft  Mr.  Poniroy,  or^ 
ders  v/ere  given  to  arrcil  tliem  both,  and  to  bring 
them  to  the  next  feiTioa  of  their  Aflcmbly.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  at  their  meeting  at  Hartford,  May  lo, 
1744,  Owen  came  with  an  humble  confeffion, 
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and  they  forgave  Jiini,  he  paying  cofts.  Pomrov 
was  brought,  and  ftood  trial  for  fome  hours ;  but 
was  condemned,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  till 
he  would  pay  the  cofts,  and  bind  himfelf  for  one 
y^r,  in  a  Recognizance  of  Fifty  Pounds,  not  to 
offend^  again  in  like  manner.  He  then  yielded 
to  their  requirements.  And  on  July  28  Mr.  Dc- 
venport  iigned^  retradion  of  the  four  articles  which 
were  condemned  at  Bolton,  and  of  his  enthufiafms 
at  New- London  ;  which  was  font  to  Mr.  Prince  to 
publifti  with  all  foeed.  He  did  fo,  but  prefixed 
thereto  an  extrad  from  an  ancient  author,  who  fays, 
“  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  fort:hofe  who  love  God 
in  fincency,  through  impatience  with  the  bold  im¬ 
pieties  of  wicked  men,  to  tranfgrefs  the  limits  of  a 
regular  zeal.  And  when  this  impatience  betrays 
them  into  miftakes,  for  winch  they  meet  with  too 
fevere  treatment,  cither  from  friends,  or  from  men 
in  power ;  inftead  of  correding  only  the  irregular 
Tallies  of  their  zeal,  they  are  apt  to  fupprefs  the 
moft  regular  and  laudable  exprelTions  of  it,  and 
become  lukewarm  and  indifferent*.”  The  fequel 
will  demonftrate  the  propriety  of  this  remark. 

In.  January  Elder  Timothy  Packqm  and  Daniel 
Greene  vifited  their  Baptift  brethren  at  New-Lon- 
don  and  Saybrook,  and  baptized  fome  perfbns  at 
each  place.  At  Saybrook  the  people  laid  fome 
things  acrols  a  ftream  on  a  Lord’s  day,  to  raife  the 
water  to  baptize  in,  Falfe  charges  were  added  to 
what  was  fad  in  the  cafe ;  and  laid  two  teachers, 
and  feveral  other  perfons,  w'ere  I'eized  and  imprilbri- 
ed  at  New'-London ;  one  of  whom  was  a  woman 
with  a  child  at  her  breaft.  But  the  above  evils  were 
well  expofed  in  a  piece,  intituled,  The  ejjential  rights 
of  Preteftants  ■,  dated  March  30,  1 744.  Col.  Eltlha 

Williams, 

*  Chriftfan  hiftory,  vol.  2,  p,  234—240, 
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Williams,  the  beft  Prefident  they  ever  had  at  Yale 
college,  was  the  Ondoubted  author  of  it;  though 
being  printed  at  Bofton,  it  was  fent  as  a  letter  from 
thence  to  a  friend  in  Connedlicut.  Having  de- 
foribed  the  origin,  defign  and  limits  of  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  he  fays,  Man  by  his  conftitution,  as  he  is 
'  a  reafonable  being,  capable  of  the  knowledge  of  his 
Maker,  is  a  moral  and  accountable  being;  and 
therefore,  as  every  one  is  accountable  for  himfelf, 
he  mull  reafon,  judge  and  det/^rmine  for  himfelf. 
That  faith  and  praiilice  which  depend  on  thejudg- 
^nfient  and  choice  of  any  other  perfon,  and  not  on 
the  peribn's  own  judgment  and  choice,  may  pafs  for 
religion  in  the  fynagogue  of  Satan,  whofe  tenet  is 
that  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion  ;  but  with 
no  underftanding  Protellant  will  it  pafs  for  any  re¬ 
ligion  at  all. . -'Ecclefiaftical  officers,  as  they  are 

Chrift’s  officers,  they  have  authority  to  teach  men 
Ifis  mind  in  things  pertaining  to  his  kingdom;  fo 
they  have  no  authority  to  teach  men  any  thing  but 
the  mind  and  will  of  Chrift.  It  is  a  truth  that 
ihines  with  a  meridian  brightnefs,  that  whatever  is 
not  contained  in  a  commiffion,  is  out  of  it  and  ex¬ 
cluded  by  it ;  and  the  teaching  his  laws  only  being 
contained  in  the  commiffion,  what  is  not  his  law  is 
out  of  it,  and  by  that  commiffion  tliey  are  exclud¬ 
ed  from  teaching  it,  or  forbid  by  it*d’  And  from 
hence  he  plainly  expofed  their  perfecuting  laws  and 
meafures.  But  though  tMs  was  printed  at  Bofton, 
and  difperfed  inConnefticut,yet  the  ruling  partyhad 
no  eyes  to  fee  it,  nor  ears  to  hear  it.  We  muft 
maintain  the  ^oo^^  old  way^  was  their  cry,  although 
what  they  fo  called  was  diametrically  oppofite  to 
the  firft  principles  of  New-England.  And  though 
for  reafons  before  given  the  MafTachufetts  could 

not 

*  Eilential  rights,  p,  8,  17. 
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not  go  fo  far  as  Connefticut  did,  yet  their  difpo- 
fitlon  is  confpicuous  in  what  follows. 

Mr/  Peter  Thatcher  was  the  third  tninifter  of 
Middleborough,  where  he  began  to  preach  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1707,  and  he  continued  their  paftor  until 
his  joyful  exit,  April  22,  1744.  He  was  much 
afFefted  with  Mr.  Tennent's  preaching  in  thefe 
parts,  and  laboured  earneftly  for  a  reformation 
among  his  people,  but  with  much  forrow  of  heart, 
until  fuch  a  blefling  was  granted  at  a  meeting,  No¬ 
vember  23,  1741,  that  about  an  hundred  perfons, 
profeflbrs  and  others,  were  greatly  awakened ;  and 
the  enfuing  harvelt  was  fo  great,  that  when  he  died 
they  had  three  hundred  and  forty-three  eommuni- 
cants^  above  half  of  whom  were  males^.  The  church 
met  foon  after,  and  elefted  a  committee  to  manage 
their  affairs,  and  in  particular  to  provide  preaching 
for  them  ;  but  the  parilli  committee,  who  were 
men  of  influence  in  the  townf,  were  very  oppofite 
to  the  late  work  among  them,  and  they  counteracted 
the  church  in  that  matter.  And  when  the  church 
had  voted  to  hear  Mr.  Silvanus  Conant  four  fab- 
baths  upon  probation,  they  went  and  got  another 
man  to  fupply  the  pulpit  the  fame  days,  the  firfl;  of 
which  was  September  9  ;  when  Conant  was  permit¬ 
ted  to  preach  in  the  afternoon.  But  on  September 
13  they  received  the  following  advice  from  a 
Council  at  Duxbury,  viz.  “  That  though  it  belongs 
to  the  church  to  lead  the  congregation  in  the  choice 
and  call  of  a  minifter  to  off  ce,  that  it  is  the  right, 
as  it  has  been  the  cuftom  of  the  feveral  parifhes 
(when  deflitute  of  a  rninifler)  to  apply,  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  chofen  by  the  whole  parilli,  to  fuch  perfon 

or 


^  Chrillian  hiitory,  vol.  2,  p.  77 — 79*  . 
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or  perfons  as  ftiall  be  recommended  to  them  for  that 
purpofe;  and  we  advile  the  gentlemen,  and  all 
concerned,  to  follow  this  laudable  cuftom.”  The 
minifters  who  gave  this  advice  were  Eels  of  Scituate, 
Gay  of  Hingbam,  Lewis  of  Pembroke,  Bafs  of  Han¬ 
over,  Perkins  and  Angier  of  Bridgewater*.  And 
by  thefe  means  the  body  of  the  church  were  Ihut 
out  of  their  meeting-houfe,  with  the  minifter  they 
chofe  ;  and  had  no  better  place  than  a  barn  to 
meet  in,  until  they  built  another  houfe.  And  lefs 
than  a  quarter  of  the  church  called  thcmfelves  the 
{landing  part,  held  the  old  houfe,  and  went  on  and 
fettled  another  minifter.  Mr.  Conant  was  ordained, 
according  to  their  laws,  by  the  advice  of  a  Council 
of  five  churches,  March  a8,  1745  ;  andminiftered 
thereto  good  purpofe,  until  his-deceafe,  December 
7,  1777.  Mr.  John  Cotton,  then  of  Halifax,  now 
of  Plymouth,  publifhed  a  narrative  of  thefe  tranfac- 
tions ;  to  which  a  virulent  anfwer  was  returned ; 
both  in  1746.  Judge  Oliver  was  of  that  oppofing 
party;  and  he  and  others  had  fuch  influence  at 
Bofton,  that  the  church  could  not  have  any  proper 
hearing  there  for  about  four  years.  But  when  that 
was  once  granted,  and  every  man  in  the  parifh  had 
liberty  to  choofe  for  himfelf,  and  each  to  fupport 
the  minifter  he  chofe,  the  oppofers  were  foon  fick 
of  their  minifter,  and  in  lefs  than  ten  years  he  was 
difmifTed,  and  their  fociety  was  foon  after  dilTolved ; 
leaving  a  loud  warning  to  all  againft  empowering 
the  world  to  controul  the  church  about  foul-guidee. 

*  Morton  againft  Cotton,  p.  14,  15. 
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CHAP.  ix. 

/ 

I.  A  Deliverer  raifed  up  in  an  un¬ 
likely  Way.  2 .  His  Preaching  and 
e  Succefs.  3.  The  Divilion  at  Can¬ 
terbury.  4.  Sufferings  for  preach¬ 
ing  the  Gofpel.  5.  Expulfions 
from  College.  6.  The  true  State 
of  the  Controverfy.  7.  Oppolition 
to  Whitelield.  8.  New  Church¬ 
es  formed.  9.  Claffes  and  Courts 
againft  them.  10.  But  were  de¬ 
feated.  1 1 .  Efpecially  in  the  Bran¬ 
ford  Cafe. 

I-  ]0 whom  Ihall  Jacob  arife,  for  he  is  fmali  r 
faith  one  prophet.  Jerufalem  hath  none 
oCher  fons  to  guide  her,  faith  another.  And  ho\v 
much  was  this  the  cafe  withNew-England  in  1744  r 
Although  fome  of.their  minifters  had  been  alive  in 
religion,  and  had  done  a  great  deal  to  promote  the 
power  of  it  j  yet  they  were  agreed  with  formalifts 
in  confining  the  miniftry  to  a  college  education, 
and  in  having  of  it  fupported  by  tax  and  compul- 
fion  j  therefore  none  of  them  could  now  lead  the 
church  out  of  her  Egyptian  bondage.  And  where 
could  fuch  a  leader  be  found  ?  Could  any  man 
think  of  looking  to  the  barren  ftiores  of  Cape-Cod 
for  his  birth,  to  the  obfeure  village  of  Canterbury 
fpr  his  education,  or  to  a  bench  of  lawyers  for  his 

integrity 
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integrity  and  faithfulnefs  ?  Of  all  things  this  feem- 
ed  moft  unlikely  !  Yet  fuch  was  the  event.  Mr. 
Elifha  Paine,  of  Eafhain,  upon  faid  Cape,  reiinoved 
with  his  family  to  Canterbury,  and  was  one  of  the 
feven  men  who  formed  a  church  there,  June  1 3^ 

1711.  His  wife  was  of  the  family  of  Deacon  John 

Doane^,  one' of  the  early  magift rates  of- Plymouth 
Colony.  Mr.  Paine  had  foiir  fons,  whom  he  brought 
up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord* 
The  fecond  of  them  dated  his  coiiverfion  about 
the  time  of  the  revival  of  religion  at  Windham  iri 
1721,  and  before  the  general  revival,  twenty  years 
after  he  was  become  one  of  the  greateft  lawyers  in 
Connefticut,  and  was  in  very  profperous  circum- 
ftances  in  the  world  :  In  one  of  his  private  papers 
he  fays,  God  hath  fo  ordered  it  in  his  Providence^ 
that  ever  fince  I  was  a  child  I  have  had  an  enquir¬ 
ing  mind  after  knowledge,  of  almoft  all  forts ;  but 
religion  bore  the  fway.  I  feemed  to  have  a  regard 
for  good  men,  and  therefore  took  great  care  to 
watch  perfbns,  elpecially  to  fee  hoy/  they  kept' 
the  fabbath.  Before  my  converfion  I  had  the  cu- 
riofity  to  hear  all  the  different  worfhips  in  New- 
England,  and  enquired  into  their  principles^  and- 
obferved  their  behaviour,  both  in  and  out  of  their/ 
\/orfhip.  And  I  faw  fo  little,  or  rather  nothing  of 
the  power  of  godlinefs  in  any  of  them,  that  I  was 
then  even  in  my  carnal  eftate,  afraid  that  the  true 
religion  was  not  in  this  land.  Yet  worldly  plea- 
lure,  and  the  form  which  was  molt  acknowledp-ed^ 
would  fobn  make  me  eafy  again.  But  when  ^on- 
viftion  came  to  lay  hold  of  me,  let  who  would  he 
of  the  true  religion,  I  faw  mine  was  of  no  value.’® 
In  July,  1742,  he  received  an  internal  call  to  preach 

Z  the 


*  His  daughter  Abigail  married  a  Lothrop  in  Norwich',  where 
me  was  muen  efteemed,  both  for  her  capacity  and  her  piety, 
until  her  death  m  1735,  set,  104-  ^  ^ 


i62  a  church  history 

the  gofpel,  and  in  Ejecember  follpvang  he  offered 
himfelf  for  examination  before  fome  plovis  mini- 
fters ;  and  they  gave  him  encouragement  about  en¬ 
tering  into  that  work,  but  wece  for  his  doing  it  up¬ 
on  the  Saybrook  plan,  which  he  never  liked.  1  he 
chyreh  he  belonged  to  had  been  deftitute  of  a  paf-. 
tor  near  two  years,  when  they  met  on  January  27, 
1743,  and  declared  by  vote>  “  That  the  platforuy 
of  church  difciplinc  agreed  upon  by  the  Synod  at 
Cambridge,  in  i64S,.is  mpft  agreeabie  to  the  form¬ 
er  deffgned  pradlice  of  this  church,  excepting  their 
having  ruling  elders  as  diftindl;  officers,  and  moil 
agreeable  to  the  fcriptures though  they  did 
not  withdraw  their  fellowffiip  from  the  confociated- 
churches.  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Paine  fee  out  upon 
a  journey;  but  for  preaching  the  gofpel  in  Woodr 
jftock,  which  then  belonged  to  the  Maffachufetts, 
he  t,vas  feized  on  February  19,  by  virtue  of  a  war¬ 
rant  from  John  Chandler,  Efq;  of  that  town,  and 
was  imprifoned  at  Worcefter. 

IL  But  his  bonds  proved  to.  be  for  the  further¬ 
ance  of  the  gofpel,  and  he  preached  it  to  g«x>d  pur- 
pofe  in  prifon.  And  on  March  10  four  minifters 
met  at  Lebanon,  and  figned  a  teilimony  in  his  fa¬ 
vour  ;  wherein,  after  mentioning  the  caufe  why  he 
was  not  approbated  in  the  preceding  December, 
they  fay,  “  From  the  knowledge  we  then  had  of 
him,  we  were  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  qualified, 
and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  preach  the  gofpel.  And 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  give  our  teftimony  for  him, 
that  he  is,  fo  far:  as  v/e  know  or  hpve  ever  heard,  of  4 
regular  Chriftian  life  and  converfation ;  and  we  ef*. 
teem  him, found  in  the  faith,  and  of  good  under- 
ftanding  in  the  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift. 

Eleazar  Wheelock,  Joseph  Meacham, 

Benjamin  PoMROV,  Samvel  Mosely. 

This 
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This  Mr;  Molely  lent  to  him,  in  a  letter, 
■wherein  he  faid,  “  Dear  Sir,  Hand  fait  in  the  faith  5 
be  ftrono-.  They  that  be  with  you  are  more  thafl 
they  that  be  with  our  adverfaries.  Never  think  it 
hard  to  fuffer  for  Chrift.  It  is  enough  for  thfe 
fcrvant  that  he  be  as  his  Lord/’-^-^Ycc  the  next 
year  all  thefe  men  were  overpowered  by  the 
enemy,  fo  as  to  turn  arid  act  againft  him,  in  the 
great  caule  of  reformation.  On  May  13  Wor- 
ceftcr  Court  were  conftraincd  to'  give  him  a  dif- 
eharge,  as  having  been  imprifoned- without  law  j 
and  he  went  round  and  preached  the  gofpel  in  the 
ddjaeent  towns  for  a  fortnight,  and  then  returned 
home.  July  8  he  let  off  again,  and  travelled  to 
Providence,  Briftol,  Bofton;  Cambridge,' and  as  far 
northward  as  Dunftable  and  Lancafter,  preaching 
the  gnfpel  with  great  power ;  and  returned  home 
December  3,  having,  according  to  -a"  journal  hi 
kepty  preached  two  hundred  and  fbrty-fout  fer- 
mons-  in  that  journey.'  And  hearing  of  the  mfca- 
fures  many  were  then  purfuing,  tinder  a  pretenCi, 
of  promoting  peace  and  good  order,  he  faid,  ‘‘  Let 
me  fpekk  freely  of  the  peace"  that  Connedti'eut  was 
ini  For  thefe  forty  years  we  have  had  the*  name 
of  a  contentious  people  in  the  law.  This  was  fo 
Cuftomary,that  tofue  a  man  for  debt  was become  rtdt 
much  more  than  a  compliment.  Andfcarce  a  meet- 
ing-houfe  has  been  fet  up  for  many  years,;  ■wlthonf 
fundry  petitions  to  the  AlTembly';  with  great' heats 
animofity,  party  againft  party,  not  in  love,  as  is  too 
well  known  to  be  denied.”  And  yetby  theini^Ws 
it  was  Forty  Pounds  fine  for  any  people  to  fet 
up  a  meeting-houfe  without  leave  from  Court. 
And,  referring  to  what  Daniel  fays  of  thofe'who 
Ihali  be  corrupted' by  fltttteriOSy\it  faid ’of  this  time, 
”  I  verily  believe  they  know  not  what  they  are  do^ 
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Uu/ 1  ^  zealous  to  maintain  peace, 

peaceable  Prince,  and  Prince  of  peace;  and  if  there 

not  mg  in  the  way  of  his  kingdom,  it  would 
t>e  as  peaceable  here  as  it  is  in  heaven.  The  Spirit 
IS  conipared  to  water ;  water  maketh  no  noife 
-Jinleisit  ts  interrupted;  fo  is  the  fpirit  of  Chrift/^ 
in  June,  1744,  he  went  and  laboured  with  fuccefs  in 
IS  lutive  country  ofCape-Cod,  from  whence  fprang 
the  Baptift  church  in  Harwich. 

III.  Upon  his  return  a  divifion  took  place  in 
Canterbury  m  the  following  manner.  The  parifn 
lad  called  a  candidate  there  to  preach,  whom  moft 
or  the^  churcji  were  not  edified  by.  In  Auguft  a 
committee  of  their  AfTociation  met  there,  at  the  call 
Of  the  parilh,  to  give  advice  in  the  cafe,  Mr.  Paine 
was  requefted  to  give  them  his  objedions  againfi 
laid  candidate,  but  he  refufed,  becaufe  they  were 
not  called  there  by  the  church.  Another  member 
gave  them  a  copy  of  their  church  vote  againfi  him  ; 
which  the  minifters  in  their  refult  faid  Was 
iigned  ltibch3.1f  of  the  aggrieved  par  ^  of  the  church;’’ 
a.nd  advifed  the  parilh  to  go  on  and  fettle  their 
candidate.  For  this  Paine,  on  September  12, 
wrote  a  frnart  reproof  to  one  of  thofe  minifters,  for 
wronging  the  truth,  in  calling  that  an  aggrieved 
part,  which  was  the  church ;  and  for  encouraging 
the  world  to  ufurp  fuch  a  power  over  the  church  of 
Chrift.  Hereupon  he  was  difeipiined  by  the  fecular 
arm..  Their  charge,  his  plea,  and  their  judgment 
thereon,  w^ere  as  follow.  ^Their  charge  was, 

IV.  That  Elifha  Paine,  of  Canterbury,  in  the 
county  of  Windham,  who  is  not  a  fettled  and 
ordained  minifler,  did  on  the  loth  day.of  April,  ■ 
4  D-  I744>  go  into  the  third  parilh  in.Windham, 
in  the  county  aforefaid,  and  in  faid  parilli,  in  the  ; 

houfe 
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houYe  of  Mr,  Benjamin  Cleaveland,  there  the  faid 
Paine  did  publicly  preach  and  exhort  in  matters 
of  religion,  both  as  to  doftrine  and  praftice,  to  a 
great  number  of  people  then  prefent,  that  were 
notified  many  days  before,” 

Windham y  Jf.  September  22,  1744. 

At  a  Juftices  Court.  Prefent  Nathanael  Hunt¬ 
ington,  Juftice  of  Peace,  * 

And  now  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  being  brought 
before  this  Court,  for  preaching  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
Chnft,  and  exhorting  a  number  of  people  (as  pre- 
fcntment)  pleads,  that  this  Court  hath  not  jurif- 
diftion  of  this  cafe;  for  the  fafts  complained  of 
are  warranted  by  the  law  of  God  and  the  King,  and 
therefore  not  triable  by  any  Court  or  law  inferior 
thereto ;  and  this  he  is  ready  to  verify  judgment* 

Elisha  Paine.” 

This  Court 'having  confidered  the  plea  of 
the  prifoner,  do  judge  it  infufficient ;  and  fay,  that 
this  Court  hath  jurifdi6tion  of  this  cafe ;  and  the 
ftid  Paine  refufed  to  make  any  other  plea ;  where¬ 
upon  it  is  confidered  by  this  Court,  that  the  faid 
Eiitha  Paine  lhall  become  bound  to  the  Treafurer 
of  ihe  county  of  Windham  in  the  recognizance 
of  One  Hundred  Pounds  lawful  money,  to  his 
peaceable  and  good  behaviour,  that  he  the  faid 
Paine  will  not  again  offend  in  the  like  kind,  be¬ 
tween  this  time  and  the  fetting  of  the  County  Court, 
to  be  holden  at  AVindham,  in  and  for  the  county 
of  Windham,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  December 
next,  and  then  appear  at  faid  Court  on  faid  day, 
and  take  up  his  bond,  unlefs  the  Court  fliali  fee 
caufe  to  continue  the  fame  ;  and  pay  cofl:  of 
this  profecution,  and  Hand  committed  until  bond 
is  given.  Coft  allowed.  Two  Pounds  Thirteen 
Shillings  old-tenor  bills.  The  laid  Paine  refufed 
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to  give  bond  above  mentioned,  or  any  ways  to 
comply  with  the  judgment,  and  was  committed  the 
day  and  year  above  written. 

Nathanael  Huntington, 

JuJiue  of  Peace"^ 

By  giving  fecuTity to  the  keeper,  he  got  liberty 
to  preach  in  the  gaoi-yard,  which  he  frequently 
did  to  very  good  purpofe.  The  day  after  one  of 
thole  feafons  he  wrote  to  his  beloved  wife  and  faid. 

Take  no  thought  lor  the  morrow  j  the  Lord 
will  take  care  of  all  his^  Ee  not  at  all  concerned 
A'fcout  what  the  v/orld  can  do  to  me.;,  for  they  are 
all  chained  fatly  and  cannot  touch  me  but  by  leave 
of  the  bLefied  Jelos,  and  ii  you  are  not  afraid  of  his 
huHcing  ot  me,  die ri'  be  not  afradd  of  the  worms  of 
die  duir.  I  truft  the  Lord  is-  about  to  do  feme 
great  thing..  It  w^as  a  day  of  conviftion  yefterday, 
efpecialiy  among,  the  little  onesi  I  never  had  fo 
great  a.  ienfe  of  the  Lord’s  being  angry  wdth  the 
wiclted,  as-  yefterday  morning.  G-  may  he-  pity 
you  a^nd.  all  Zion<!  I.  pray  God  to  keep  you  and 
me,  and  alihis,  from  a  wicked  and  perverfe  gene¬ 
ration,  among.  whom  we  dwells  and  caiife-us-  to 
fliine  as  biirningTis’hts,  O  mav  he  cheer  ud  our 
fouls  j  humbie  our  natures,  by  giving  the  vic-^ 
rory  to  the  fpirit  over  die  fiefli !  I  know  riot  when 
I  fliall  be  delivered'  from,  this  pleafant^  hoiife;  I 
fcem  to  be  willing  to  tarry  here  juft  as*  long  as- my 
Father  and  your  Father  Ihali  fee  caul'e  to  ufe  me 
here:;  thougli  r.feem  to  have  a>  ftrong  perfuafiori 
that  I  fh all  not  tarry  heredong  ;  but- how  the  Lord 
will  bring'  it.  about  T  know  not:  Let  us  leave  it 
to  him,  and  w^aitv/ithip'atience  ufi^til  the  appointed 
time  ftiall  come.  And  i£:L  go  from  prifon  toPara- 
dile,  iti  wilEbu  as^fweet  asiif  L  went. from  aThrone* 

h 
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I  defirc  to  commit  and  all  oup  and  his» 

to  the  wife  difpolal  of  a  holy  God.  So  farewell  ia 
the  Lord  Jefus.  Elisha  Pa5N£. 

IVin-dkciTu  Fftjoiy  OdioV'CT  S,  1744* 

V.  His  periecutors  foon  found  that  their  caiifc 
wa$  weakened  more  by  his  prcacning  anci  coH"* 
dutt  in  prifon,  than  out  of  it>  and  thciefoie.  ic*“ 
leaud  him  about  Oftober  19.  In  the  mean  time,, 
as  their  church  at  Canterbury  had  no  way  to  avoid 
hearing  a  man  they  were  not  edihect  by,  but  by 
leavin^  the  meeting-houfe,  they  withdrew  anot 
held  their  worfhip.at  another  houie.  And  two 
members  of  it,  who  had  one  of  them  been  at 
Yale  college  three  years,  and  the  other  newly  en¬ 
tered,  when  at  home  in  vacation  time,  met  for 
worfliip  with  tneir  church  on  Lord  s  days,  f  cr  tiii^ 
thev  were  convented  before,  the  rulers.,  of  tiie  col¬ 
lege  in  November;  who  after  hearing  and  con- 
hclering  of  their  pleas,  laid,  Since  the  principal 
dehgn  of  ere<5ling  this  College'  (.as:  declared-  in> 
charter)  was  to  train  up  a  fucceiTion.  af  learned  ana 
orthodox  minifters,  by  whofe  inftruArion  and  ex¬ 
ample  people  might  be  directed  in  ways  oil 
religion  and  good  order  ;  therefore  to  educate-, 
perfons  whofe  principles  and  praftices  are  direeb- 
ly  fubveruvo  of  the  vifiblc  church  of  Clurift,, 
would  be  contrary  to  the  original  defignu)£erefting, 
this  fociety ;  and  we  perceive  that  it  would  be  a. 
contradicdiion  of  the  civil  government,  toYupport. 
a. college  to  educate  ftudents  to.  trample  upon,  theur 
ownduw's,  and  break  up  the  churches  which  drew 
eftablilh  and  -uoteft,  efpecially  fince  the*  General, 
Afiembly,  in  May,  174a,  thought  proper  to  give  tha 
governors  of  the  college  fome  fpecial  advice  and 
direction  upon  that  account,  which  waS'  to  this 
offedb;  that  all  proper  care  Ihould  be  taken  to 

prevent 
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prevent  the  fcnolars  imbibing  thole  or  lUch  like 
errors;  and  that  thofe  who  would  not  be  orderly 
and  fubmiffive,  fhould  not  be  allowed, the  privi- 

•  ^  e,  *  Neither  can  we  conceive  that 

It  makes  any  odds,  whether  fuch  pernicious  errors 
are  innbibed  and  pradifed,  and  the  laws  of  God  and 
the  tivil  government  arc  broken,  in  or  out  of  the 
vacancy  of  the  town  ofNew-Haven;  or  with  or 
without  the  concurrence  of  their  parents,  fince  the 
pernicious  confequences  thereof  to  the  collese  and 
religion  will  be  juft  the  fame.  ® 

Thomas  Clap,  Re^or, 

Ckauncy  Whittlesey, 


John  Whiting, 
Thomas  Darling, 


VI.  For  thefe  reafons  Mr.  Paine’s  two  nephews, 
John  and  Ebenezer  Cleaveland,  were  expelled 
from  college ;  and  three  years  after  the  eldeft  of 
them  was  fettled  at  Ipfwich,  and  the  other  after¬ 
wards  at  Cape-Ann.  Paine  was  repeatedly  cited 
to  appear  before  the  minifters  of  that  county,  to 
anfwer  to  complaints  they  received  againft  him ; 
but  he  knew  their  way  too  well  to  be  drawn  into 
their  trap.  Twelve  of  them  met  November  13, 
and  drew  up  a  paper  againft  him  and  his  brethren, 
and  publifhed  it  in  a  news-paper.  December  ii, 
a  larger  number  met,  and  publifhed  a  pamphlet, 
as  a  letter  from  them  to  their  feveral  focieties,  which 
at  the  footp.  52  is  figned  by  Jofeph  Coite,  Ebenezer 
Williams,  Jofeph  Meacham,  Samuel  Dorrancc, 
Solomon  Williams,  Jacob  '  Eliot,  Maffton  Ca¬ 
bot,  Samuel  Mofeley,  Ephraim  Ayery,  Ebenezer 
Devotion,  Eleazer  Wheelock,  Abel  Stiles,  Ste¬ 
phen  White,  John  Bafs,  Richard  Salter,  William 
Throope,  A  fingle  paflage  therein  will  give  a 
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plain  idea  of  the  nature  of  their  controyerfy.  Ha¬ 
ving  quoted  Deut.  xiii.  i — 3,  as  a  warning  to  the 
people  againft  hearing  Mr.  Paine  and  his  brethren,  ' 
they  fay,  “  The  cafe  here  fuppofed  is  an  attempt  to^ 
draw  the  people  to  idolatry ;  and  this  you  will  fayl 
is  not  your  cafe.  Thefe  prophets  and  dreamers  en-* 
deavour  to  draw  you  to  Chrifl,  and  not  from  him  : 
But  then  they  endeavour  to  draw  you  from  his  in- 
ftitutions,  to  a  way  of  worlhip  w’hich  he  has  not  in- 
ftituted.  Though  the  cafe  is  not  fo  ftrong,  yet  the 
argument  againft  your  compliance  is  the  fame  j  for* 
whatfoever  worlhip  God  has  not  inftitutedanddiredt-’ 
ed  in  his  word,  is  falfe  worlhip,  and  therefore  if  there 
feem  to  be  never  fo  many  appearances  of  God’s 
power  attending  it,  you  may  not  go  after,  any  more 
than  after  a  falfe  god*.”  Now  obferve,  Chrift  fays 
concerning  the  field,  which  is  the  world,  let  both 
grow  together  until  the  harveft.  While  he  fays  to  the 
church,  put  away  from  among  yourfelves  that  wicked 
perjon.  In  agreement  herewith  Mr.  Paine  applied 
the  firll  of  thefe  precepts  to  the  State,  and  faid,  «  The 
church  is  to  caft  her  tares  out,  when  they  appear,  or 
the  whole  church  is  leavenedf.”  But  they  contra- 
diifted  him  •,  and  calling  the  field  the  vifible  church, 
allerted  that  Chrift  would  not  let  the  iervdnts  Go 
and  root  up  the  tares,  even  when  they  appeared^” 
Thus  thofe  who  ufe  fecular  force  in  religious  af¬ 
fairs,  violate  the  divine  command  both  ways ;  they 
obftruft  difcipline  in  the  church,  and  invade  the 
rights  of  confcience  and  humanity  in  the  State. 
This  was  remarkably  verified  in  Canterbury:  For 
.November  2-7  their  church  met,  and  fixteen  males 
againft  twenty-three  joined  with  the  parilh  in  fend- 
ing  for  .their  Confociation  to  ordain  Mr.  James 

a  Cogfwell 

*  Affodation  letter,  p.  43. 
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Cogfwell  there ;  and  the  Confociation  met  for  that 
purpofe  December  but  not  having  the  majority 
of  the  church  for  him,  they  could  not  get  along  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  laws.  At  length  they  called 
the  parilh  together,  and.  got  them  to  declare,  by 
vote,  their  willingnefs  that  the  Aflembly  fhould  fet 
off  thofe  who  did  not  ehoofe  him  from  fupporting 
him  ;  "  And  that  they  may  have  all  legal  privileges 
of  a  dittina  and  religious  fociety and  fo  went  on 
and  ordained  him.  Which  proceeding  an  advo¬ 
cate  for  them  in  17?^  called  judicious,  cautious, 
and  gentle*.  Yet  thereby  the  firft  church  in  Can¬ 
terbury  was  ftripped  of  all  Ic^al pTivilc^cs  of  a  diftinft 
religious  fociety;  and  becaufe  they  defired  no  new 
incorporation  from  the  Aflembly,  but  only  petition¬ 
ed  to  be  exempted  from  fupporting  a  teacher  they 
never  chofe,  their  petition  was  difregarded,^  their 
goods  were  torn  away,  or  their  perfons  imprifoned 
therefor,  for  fifteen  years and  the  miniflers  who 
ordained, him  difeovered  no  more  compafiion  to¬ 
wards  him,  than  the  priefl:  and  Leyite  did  to  the  man 
that  fell  among  thieves.  This  is  the  plain  truth, 

without  any  exaggeration.  r  '  a 

VII.  New-EnglaNo  now  received  a  iecona 

vifit  from  Mr.  Whitefield,  who  came  over  in  a 
maft-fhip,  ,and  landed  at  York,  November  2. 
But  how  were  miniflers  alarmed  at  the  news  !  Hjs 
firft  coming  caufed  a  great  fhaking  an^ng  the 
dry  bones ;  what  then  could  they  look  for  m  the 
orient  ftate  of  the  churches  ?  An  oppofing  par¬ 
ty  in  Plymouth,  difliking  the  preaching  of  the 
pious  Mr.  Leonard,  had  formed  a  new  church 
riiere,  and  Dr.  Chauncy  preached  at  the  ‘nftal- 
ment  of  their  minifler,  five  days  after  Whitefield 
landed ;  when  Chauncy  faid,  «  I  befcech  my  fa¬ 
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thers  and  brethren  in  the  miniftry  to  mark  this  man 
who  has  caufed  divifions  .and  offences,  contra^ 
to  the  doftrine  which  ye  have  learned,  and  avoid 
Jiim.  Turn  your  view,  my  brethren,  into  all  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  land:  Behold  the  confufion  in  towns  ^ 
the  contentions  in  churches  !*— Perhaps  it  will  be 
faid,  thefe  mifehievous  thing?  are  only  accidental 
effefts,  and  not  to  be  charged  upon  him.  So  far 
from  it,  that  they  are  the  unavoidable  confequence 
of  that  Jpirit  in  which  he  appeared  |1.’’  This  is  un¬ 
doubted  truth  j  and  the  reader  may  judge  of  the 
nature  of  that  fpirit,  by  the  foregoing  and  follow¬ 
ing  fa6ts.  For  the  heads  of  Harvard  college  foon 
publifhed  a  teftimony  againft  Whitefield,  which 
was  fallowed  with  another,  by  an  Affociation  of  mi- 
nifters  at  Weymouth,  January  15,  17455  and  a 
third  by  an  Affociation  at  Marlborough,  the  2 2d* 
The  like  was  done  by  many  other  colleftive  bodies, 
and  by  individuals*  And  much  pains  were  taken 
to  perfuade  ^he  world,  that  he  was  a  diflioneft  man,, 
elpecially  becaiife  of  his  faying  lb  much  as  he  had 
done  againft  unconverted  rainifters,  while  himfelf 
■was  a  miilifter  of  the  church  of  England.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  anfwers  were  returned,  by  himfelf  and  others  ,; 
fome  of  which  we  have  mentioned  under  the  year 
1740.  On  May  28,  1741,  the  Prefident  of  Har¬ 
vard  college  delivered  a  fermon  before  the  annual 
Convention  of  minifters  at  Bofton  ;  when  referring 
to  Mr.  Whitefield  and  Mr.Tennent.he  faid‘,  ^^Thofe 
two  pious  and  valuable  men  of  God,  who  have 
been  lately  labouring  more  abundantly  among  us, 
have  been  greatly  inftrumental  in  the  hand  of  God 
to  revive  this  blelfed  work ;  and  many,  no  doubt, 
have  been  favingly  converted  from  the  error  of 

their 
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^  their  ways,  and  many  more  have  been  in  fome  mea- 
fure  roufed  from  their  lethargy/'  But  being  now 
reminded  of  this*,  his  reply  was,  Alas,  how  was 
I  deluded  with  fhow  and  appearance !"  And  had 
he  and  the  college  now  got  free  from  delufion  In 
the  eighth  page  of  their  teflimony  againft  White- 
field  they  fay,  The  believer  may  have  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  he  hath  the  afliftance  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
with  him,  in  fo  continual  and  regular  a  manner,  that 
he  may  be  fiid  to  dwell  in  him,  and  yet  he  have  no 
feeling  cf  it But  obferve,  to  ht  jpafi  feeling  is  the 
depth  of  Pagan  darknefs,  Eph.  iv.  19.  And  one 
of  the  w'oriV  things  that  was  now  alledged  againft 
Mr,  Whicefield,  was  his  faying  their  colleges  were 
in  darknefs  that  might  be  felt.  Therefore  it  was  in- 
genioufly  aficed  upon  this  occafion,  why  they  need 
to  produce  the  evidence  of  their  own  condemna- 
ttionf  ?  The  heads  of  Yale  college  wrote  a  private 
letter  to  him,  and  he  returned  an  anfwer,  with  feve- 
ral  pamphlets  upon  the  fubjed  i  but  they  were  not 
fatisfied  therewith,  and  therefore  publifhed  a  de- 
^claration  againft  him,  dated  February  25,  1745, 
wherein  they  fay,  From  thefe  two  principles  which 
you  have  laid  down,  viz.  that  the  generality  of 
minifters  are  unconverted,  and  that  all  unconverted 
miniflers  are  fuch  baneful  and  pernicious  men,  it 
naturally  and  necefTarily  follows,  that  the  people 
ought  to  difcard  them,  or  feparate  from  them. — If 
thefe  two  principles  are  right  and  true,  we  are  Satis¬ 
fied  your  defign  is  good,  and  we  would  readily  join 
with  you."  But  Being  of  a  contrary  mind,  they 
accufed  him  of  a  defign  of  rooting  out  the  ftand- 
ing  minifters  of  the  country,  in  order  to  introduce 
foreigners  in  their  ftead,  and  alferted  that  he  told 
'  Mi% 

^  Whitefield’s  letter  to  that  college,  p.  20,  ZK 

t  Hgbby’s  defence  pf  Whitcficld,  p. 

*♦  .  ‘  4. 
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Mr.  Edwards  a  ftory  of  that  nature^.  This  Ed¬ 
wards  publicly  contradided ;  neither  is  there  the 
leaft  evidence  fince  of  Whitefield^s  having  any  fuch 
intent.  In  Auguft,  1745,  I  heard  him  preach  at 
Lebanon,  Windham,  Norwich,  Mohegin  and  New- 
London  ,  before  which  I  had  never  feen  him.  He 
then  fpake  againfl:  reparations ;  and  his  plan  evi¬ 
dently  was,  to  labour  for  the  converfion  and  edi¬ 
fication  of  fouls,  and  to  leave  the  building  and 
government  of  churches  to  others.  In  1768  the 
Corporation  of  Harvard  college,  with  the  fame 
Prefident  at  their  head,  gave  him  a  letter  of  thanks 
for  his  benefadtions  thereto. 

VIII.  A  YEAR  having  rolled  away,  fince  Can¬ 
terbury  church  was  robbed  of  her  rights,  only  for 
refuhng  to  give  up  their  iudgment  about  foul- 
guides,  to  men  who  ruled  with  force  and  cruelty, 
without  the  leaft  appearance  x)f  any  defign  -in  them 
of  relinquilhing  their  claims,  a  number  of  teach¬ 
ers  and  brethren  met  at  Mansfield,  and  having 
prepared  a  confeffion  of  faith  and  covenant,  and 
given  a  verbal  account  of  their  experiences  to  mu¬ 
tual 

*  SaU  dedarationy  p.  6 — lo.  The  'taking  of  Cape-Breton 
‘this  year  was  a  very  remarkable  event.  Governor  Shirley  hrft 
propofed  the  attempt  to  the  Aflembly  at  Bollon.  By  a  very  fmall 
majority  they  voted  to  undertake  it,  and  to  requeft  a^iftance 
therein  from  other  Colonies,  January  25  ;  but  the  vote  was  no 
fooner  paifed,  than  a  general  union  appeared  in  carrying  it  into 
cffed.  And  fuch  difpatcli  was  made,  that  an  army  cpnlifling 
^©f  4060  men,  under  General  Pepperell,  rendezvouf^d  at  Canfo, 
in  April,  where  a  fmall  fleet  met  them,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Peter  Warren.  The  army  landed  on  Cape-Breton  April  -20, 
to  the  great  furprize  of  the  enemy  j  and  the  ftrong  fortrefs^cf 
Louifburg  was  given  up  to  them  on  June  17,  1745.  .Old  Mr 
Moody,  who  went  their  chaplain,  publicly  declared  a  full  belief 
that  they  fhould  take  it,  before  the  army  left, Bollon.  Others 
went  away  faying,  fray  for  usy  fivhile  fght  for  you.  That  event 

was  a  means  of  reftoring  peace  to  Europe,  as  well  as  Ame¬ 
rica. 
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tual  fatisfaftion,  they  figned  covenant  together, 
Oftober  9,  1745.  And  they  elefted  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Marlh  for  their  paftor,  who  had,  for  many 

years,  been  a  deacon  in  good  efteem  in  the  fecond 
church  in  Windham ;  and  his  ordination  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  on  January  6,  1746.  But  he  was 
feized  the  day  before,  and  imprifoned  at  Wind- 
h'am,  for  prpching  the  gofpel  without  licence 
from  the  parilh  minifters.  On  the  day  he  was  to 
have  been  ordained,  Mr.  Elifha  Paine  preached  a 
fuitable  fermon,,  to  a  great  concourfe  of  people, 
at  the  clofe  of  which  about  fourteen  learned  mini- 
llers  came  up,  and  tried  to  fcatter  that  flock,  after 
their  Ihepherd  was  fmitten ;  but  they  got  no  ad¬ 
vantage  againft  them.  In  February  they  chofe 
and  ordained  Mr.  John  Hovey  for  their  pallor, 
who  minillered  to  them  for  many  years*.  Mr. 
Thomas  Denilbn  was  baptized  in  July,  1743, 
and  was  ordained  pallor  of  a  fmall  church  at  Alh- 
ford  the  November  after ;  but  they  dillblving,  he 
retra<Eled  what  is  called  re- baptizing,  and  had  a 
chief  hand  in  forming  this  new  church  at  Manf- 
fieldj  and  he  laid  on  hands  and  gave  the  charge, 
in  this  and  feveral  fucceeding  ordinations.  They 
held  the  power  of  ordination  to  be  in  the  church ; 
but  as  others  have  made  great  noife  about  a  fuccef- 
five  power  in  minillers,  it  is  to  be  oblerved,  that 
Elder  Denifon  was  ordained  by  Elder  Moulton,  and 
he  by  Elder  John  Callender,  who  was  ordained  by 
Elder  Eliflia  Callender,  in  whofe  ordination  three 

of 

*  The  firft  leader  in  thefe  reparations,  and  the  firft  paftor 
they  ordained,  after  much  public  fervice  and  conflift,  fell 
afleep  in  the  beginning  of  the  late  war.  Mr.  Paine  was  ordained 
at  Bridge-Hampton,  on  Long-IHand,  in  May,  1752,  and  preach¬ 
ed  to  his  beloved  flock,  until  within  fifteen  days  of  his  deceafe, 
Auguft  26, 1775,  Hovey  died  O'flgbcr  28  follow¬ 
ing-  ‘ 
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of  the  moft  noted  Congregational  minifters  m 
Bofton  affifted  in  1718.  And  this  line  was  never 
broken,  by  any  ad  of  cenfuring  ordepofing,  as  was 
the  cafe  with  diffenters  from  Epifcopacy,  and  alio 
from  Popery.  With  my  beloved  mother  I  vifited 
Mr.  Marlh  in  the  fpringi  and  found  him  comforta¬ 
ble  in  mind ;  but  his  body  was  clofely  locked  up 
in  prifon,  while  a  phylician,  who  was  put  into  a 
room  over  his  head,  for  giving  a  fingle  woman  a 
potion  to  deftroy  the  fruit  of  her  womb,  which  de- 
ftroyed  her  own  life,  was  allowed,  with  an  officer 
to  attend  him,  to  vifit  the  fick  in  various  parts  of 
the  town.  How  much  was  this  like  Barabbas  and 
Jefus !  In  June  Mr.  Marlli  was  releafed,  and  in 
July  he  was  ordained  a  colleague  with  Hovey ;  and 
many  fuch  churches  were  foon  after  formed  and 
organized*.  - 

•  Meflieurs  Solomon  Paine  was  ordained  at  Canterbury  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  Thomas  Stephens  at  Plainfield  September  i^  Tho- 
-  mas  Denifon  at  Norwich-Farms  Odlober  29,  Jedidiah  Hide  at 
Norwich-Town  Oftober  30,  Matthew  Smith  at  Stonington  Dc- 
cember  lo,  John  Fuller  at  Lyme  December  2;,  Jofeph  Snow  at 
Providence  February  1 2,  1747;  Samuel  Wadfworth  at  Killing- 
ly  June  3,  Paul  Park  at  Prellon  July  15,  at  Wind¬ 

ham  Oaober  7,  Ebenezer  Frothingham  at  Wethersfield  Oftober 
28,  Nathanael  Shepherd  in  Attleborough  January  20,  1748  ; 
Ifaac  Backus  at  Bridgwater  April  13,  John  Paine  at  Rehoboth 
Auguft  3,  William  Carpenter  at  Norton  September  7,  John  Blunt 
at  Sturbridge  September  28,  Ebenezer  Mack  at  Lyme  January 
12,  1749  ;  Jolhua  Nickerfon  at  Harwich  February  23,  Samuel 
Hide  at  Bridgwater  May  11,  John  Palmer  at  Windham  May  17, 
SawKf/ffwer  atMendonMay  31,  Samuel  Drown  at  Coventry 
oaober  1 1,  Stephen  Babcock  at  Wefterly  April  4,  1750  ;  Jofeph 
Haftings  at  Suffield  April  17,  Nathanael  Ewer  at  BarnftaWe  May 
10,  Jolhua  Morfe  at  New-London  May  1 7,  ^Jonathan  Hide  at 
Brookline  January  17, 1751  ;  Ezekiel  Cole  at  Sutton  Januwy  31, 
Ebenezer  Wadfworth  at  Grafton  March  20,  Nathanael  Draper 
at  Cambridge  April  24,  Peter  Werden  at  Warwick  May  17,  &c. 

Thofe  in  Italic  became  Baptifts  afterwards ;  Drown,  Babcock, 

Morfe,  Draper  and  Werden,  were  fQ  before  they  were  or^ined. 

Draper 
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IX.  THEConfociationof^yindharn  coynty  had 

an  account  of  many  of  theft  things  laid  before  them 
January  ^747  >  ^pon  which  they  adjourned  to 
-t  eb^ary  1  i,and  fent  citations  to  the  Elders  Marfli^ 
the  Fames,  and  Stevens,  to  return  anfwers  to  ac- 
cufations,  then  received  againft  them.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Conlbciation  requefted  their  own 
churches  to  keep  a  day  of  falling  and  prayer,  for 
divine  diredlion.  When  they  met  again,  they 
mferted  a  copy  of  the  Mansfield  articles  and  cove- 
nant  in  their  reiult,  with  objeftions  againft  many 
parts  of  it ;  one  of  which  is  in  thefe  words,  viz* 
Though  moft  of  us  agree  in  the  article  of  infant 
baptifm,  yet  a  difference  in  that  particular  doth  not 
break  the  fpiritual  communion  of  faints;  there¬ 
fore  it  is  no  juft  bar  to  our  covenanting  and  par¬ 
taking  of  the  ordinances  together,  wherein  we  are 
agreed.’'  This  the  minifters  objefted  againft,  as 
it  tended  To  let  in  Anabaptifts,  and  feems  (fay 
they)  more  agreeable  to  the  inclinations  of  parties 
than  the  word  of  God.”  And  having  inferred 
many  reports  and  refleftions  againft  faid  people, 
the  fame  were  puhlifhed  at  Bofton,  under  the  title 
of  The  .refult  of  a  Council  of  the  confociated 
churches  in  the  county  of  Windham,  relating  to 
the  principles  and  praftices  of  the  feveral  bodies  of 
people  in  faid  county,  who  have  feparated ivOm  the 
communion  of  the  churches  in  this  land,  and  fet 
up  an  uninftituted  worfhip  among  themfelvcs 
containing  22  pages  in  oftavo.  All  their  argu¬ 
ments  proceed  upon  the  fuppofition,  without  proof, 
that  theirs  were  the  inftituted  churches;  and 
therefore  that  to  feparate  from  them  was  a.revolt 

from 

Draper  was  a  graduate  at  Yale  college,  and  the  only  perfon  ‘ 
among  them  who  had  fuch  a  degree ;  and  he  deferted  that  caufc 
two  or  three  years  after.  * 
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from  God,  and  a  rebellion  againft  his  government 
in  the  church.  And  for  teachino;  and  exhorting 
the  people  without  their  leave,  tlie  before  named 
Eider  Frochingham  was  imprifoned  five  nionihs^ 
John  Paine  eleven  months,  and  John  Palmer  from 
September,  1747,  to  January,  1748  ^  all  at  Hart¬ 
ford.  Solomon  Paine  was  imprifoned  a  fortnight 
for  that  caufe  at  Windham,  befides  much  more  of 
like  nature  done  to  others.  And  only  for  being 
members  and  deacons  in  thofe  feparate  chdrches, 
three  gentlemen,  at  different  times,  were  expelled 
out  of  their  Legiflature  5  namely,  Capt.  Obadiah 
Johnfop.  of  Canterbury,  Capt.  Thomas  Stevens  of 
Plainfield  (fa  ther  to  their  minifter)  and  Ga:pt- 
Nathan  Jewett  of  Lyme.  But  overff  raining  their 
power  weakened  it ;  and  it  now  began  to  decline. 

X.  At  the  eleftion  at  Hartford,  May  12,  1748, 
Colonel  Huntington  was  again  chofen  into  tffeir 
Council,  out  of  which  he  had  been .  excluded  five 
years*.  And  Solomon  Paine  came  to  this  Affem- 
y,  witfi  a  memorial,  figned  by  330  men;  pray- 
ingfor  a  repeal  of  all  their  laws,  whicli  debarred  any 
inhabitants  in  the  Colony  from  the  liberty  granted 
by  God  and  tolerated  by  the  King,  or  that  the  ex- 
ecurion  thereof  might  be  forbidden.  After  long 
waiting,  he  had  liberty  to  read  and  fpeak  to  the 
memorial  in  the  Aifembly ;  and  though  it  was  theii 
difmifled,  yet  fome  light  was  Gommunicated  there- 

S  b  by.. 


a  of' Deacon  Chrlffopher  Huntington,  the 

*  ^  f’orn  in  Norwich,  after  it  was  planted 

in  1660.  {'his  fon  received  an  early  convcrfion,  fuCceeded  his 
lather  in  the  deacon’s  office,  and  did  much  to  promote  a  reforma- 

1 74-1’  Henceforward,  by  annual 
and  full  eleaions,  he  was  continued  a  Counfellor,  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  the  hrft  man  therein  ;  was  Chief  Judge  of  their  County 

Court  Jor  twenty  years,  and  a  Judge  gf  hohw,  until  he  died  in 
peace,  February  jo,  ,773,  5^5,  7^, 
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"Vy-  In'  E^cember,  1748,  he  was  profecuted  at 
Windhanv  Court,,  for  marrying  a  couple  of  his 
own  people.  His  brother  came  and  pleaded  his 
eaufe..  The  Kihg’s  Attorney',  in.  pleading  againft 
Solomon,  allowed  that  he  was  ordained  the  paftor 
’  of  a  church  of  Chrift  in  Canterbury,  in  as  folemn 
'  a  manner  as  could  be ;  but  then  pleaded  that 
he  was  not  a  civil  officer,,,  becaufe  not  choien 
by  the  majority  of  the  parifh,  which  was  the  thing 
which  made  their  minifters  civil  officers ;  and  he 
’  faid  it  was  in  that  capacity  that  they  were  fuppo-rted 
'  by  tax,  and  had  power  to  marry  perfons.  And 
'  upon  this  plea  the  cafe  was  turned. againft  him ;  and 
;  alfo  another  cafe  at  the  fame  tinne  againft  one  of  his 
.fociety,  about  a  tax  to  a  legal  minifter.  Hereupon 
.  Mr.  Elilha  Paine  wrote  an  account  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  other  minifters,  to  Ihew  the  abfurdity 
'  of  their  way  of  profeflTing  to  be  minifters  of  Chrift, 
and  to  be  fupporred  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
;  "Eno-land,  while  their  conftitution  differed  effentially 
from  the  churches  under  either  of  thofe  heads.  Ai 
'  the  fame  time  they  met  with  a  great  fhock  fronr 


another  quarter.  ,  ,  .  •  j 

XI.  For  as  long  as  Mr.  Robbins  continued  j 

reeular  minifter,  and  yet  was  excluded  out  of  thei 

,  Confociation,  itferved  to  weaken  their  power,  i 

complaint  was  therefore  received  againft  him,  Ma 

ai  i74-8>  figned  by  fix  of  his  hearers,  before  h 

had  any  notice  of  who  the  complainants  were,  c 

what  they  complained  of ;  and  a  committee  ot  rm 

nifters  were  appointed  to  go  to  him  upon  it. 

foon  as  he  difeovered  who  the  complainants  wen 

he  went  and  gave  them  fatisfaiftion,  and  they  wroi 

an  account  of  it  to  faid  committee ;  yet  they  can 

‘  so  him,  and  infifted  upon  his  being  reconciled 

their  Confociation :  This  he  tried  for  without  fef 
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However,  perceiving  what  a  ftorm  was  gathering,  he 
drew  threeconfeiTions^which  hecarried  to  anothenof 
their  meetings ;  wherein  he  went  as  far  as  he  cdtild  t 
towards  giving  themlfatisfaftion,  Ihort  of  confeffingi 
that-  he  broke  the  law  of  God  in  preaching  to  thbfe 
Baptifts,  contrary  to  the  defire  of  Prefbyterians. 
But  as  he  could'not  in  confcience  confefs  that,  he 
returned  home,  without  being  reconciled  to  them. - 
On  May  29,  1745?  a  fecond  complaint  was  rcr 
ceived  againft  him,  without  his  having  previous 
notice  of  it,  and  another  committee  was  fent,  who 
prevailed  with  him  to  go  and  offer  them  a  fourth' 
confeifion;  wherein  he  pleaded  that  his  ignorance, 
of  its  being  a  crime  to  preach  to  the  Baptifts  asihe, 
'did,  might  apologize  for  him,  fo  that  a  reconcili¬ 
ation  might  be  etfefted*.-  But  they  inform  Us, 
that  inftead  of  accepting  what  he  had  drawn,  they 
drew  a  confeffion  for  him  to  this  purpofe,  viz.  “  i- 
the  fubferiber  acknowledge,  that  I  am  forry  I 
preached  dijorderly  at  Wallingford,  and  prayed  at 
the  reparation  at  New-Haven,  and  promife  not  tO; 
do  fo  again.”  And  only  becaufe  he  refufed  to  fig.ij> 
this,  without  explaining  the  word  diforderlyj  they 
fay,'. ‘‘  The  mart  appeared  Jelf -willed,  to  th'ci 

fall:  degreet.”  Be  that  as  it  niay,  he.  then  wentj 
homci  and  laid  the ' ‘confeffion -tliey  had  rejected 
nefbVe  h'is  pari-fh,  who  voted  it  itOibefufficient;,fand 
defifed  him  to  continue  in  the  miniftrv.iwith'themj 
and'  that’  no  Councils  nor' >crfmmittee^).itiight. 
be  Terit:-  th'^re  again',  ‘'without-  tHieir.  fequeft,  .  Hk 
chiirt^h  naer  Tvfe\n.nnbef  4,  i745vr[ahd;'rcnounced 
thc^  SaybrodlN^  plutforui^  and-lmdy  tl.We.  rqcekf 
the  feriptures  cif ’dtei'old  and -new-f  tefiamcit^  a^i 
the  onlr  'perfect  rule"  and  platfornn  of  churGh*  gcrr 
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vernment  and  difcipline but  did  not  renounce  fel- 
lowfhip  with  the  confociated  churches*.  This  in 
their  view  was  worfe  than  all  he  had  done  before; 
and  a  third  and  much  larger  complaint  was  received 
againft  him,  and  the  Confociation  was  called  to  try 
the  fame  at  Branjord,  September  30,  1746.  Their 
moderator  fent  a  copy  of  the  complaint  to  him,  and 
faid  upon  it,  You,  the  faid  Philemon  Robbins> 
are  hereby,  in  the  name  of  Chrijty  cited  and  required, 
to  appear  before  the  faid  Confociation,  at  the  time  ■ 
and  place  aforefaid,  then  and  there  to  anfwer  the 
feveral  articles  of  the  faid  complaint,  and  thereof 
you  may  not  fail. 

.  .  By  N'AThaniel  Chauncy,  Moderator y 

Durham^  Aiiguft  28,  1746. 

'  Robbins  drew  anfwers  to  each  article,  and  laid 
them  before  his  people,  who  declared  their  fatisfac- 
tion  therewith  ;  and  his  church  appointed  a  corn- 
mittee  to  lay  a  copy  of  their  votes  before  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  earneftly  to  declare  againfl  their  jurifdidlion 
over  them.  This  was  accordingly  done  ;  yet  they 
refolved  that  they  had  jurifdiftion  over  Mr.  R 00- 
bins,  and  went  on  to  hear  accufations  againft  hiim 
in  his  abfencc,  and;  to  condemn  him  in  ten  articles 
of  his  public  teaching,  without  naming  any  witnelT- 
es,  or  any  time  or 'place  when  or  where  either  of 
them  was  delivered.  And  concerning  his  condud 
they  fay,  He.hath  led  off  a  party  with  him,^  to 
rife  up  againft  and  feparate  from  the  ecclefiaftical 
conftitution  of  this  Colony,  under  wnich  this  church 
was 'peaceably  eftablifhed  ^-reproachfully  infinuat- 
ing,  in  a  church  meeting,  that  ynder  the  Saybrook 
platform  it  is  King-Affociation,  in  oppolition  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  thie  only  King  of  the^  church.— In 
which  articles,  upon  mature  deliberation, 


*  Robbins’s  narrative,  p-  15^ 
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faid  Mr.  Robbins  is  criminally  guilty  of  the 
breach  of,  the  third,  fifth  and  ninth  commands, 
and  many  gofpel  rules,  for  which  he  ought  to 
o-Ive  Chriftiah  Iktisfaftion,  by  making  a  confeffion 
W  the  acceptance  of  this  Confociation*.  This  he 
was  fo  far  from  doing,  that  he  publifhed  a  narra¬ 
tive  of  the  whole  affair  at  Bofion.  They  waited 
a  year,  and  then  met  again  September  29»  J747» 
and  after  celling  of  their  lenity  and  his  obftinacy, 
^bey  fay  the  Confociation  Do  iu  ths  v(i77i6  cf 
the  Lord  JeJus  Chrifi,  according  to  the  word  of 
God,  and  the  powers  invefted  in  this  Confociation, 
bv  the  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of  this  govern - 
rnent,  depofe  the  faid  Mr.  Philemon  Robbins  from 
his  minifterial  office,  and  minifterial  and  pafloral 
relation,  to  the  firft  church  in  faid  Branford,  and 
debar  and  fufpend  him  from  communion,  in  any 
of  the  churches.  And  this  Confociation  do  here^ 
by  forbid  the  faid  Mr.  Philemon  Robbins  to  preach 
the  gofpel,  or  adminifter  the  holy  facraments,  and 
fufpend  him  from  communion,  in  any  and  all  the 
churches  of  our  Lord  Jefos  Chrift,  until  he  fhall 
have,  in  a  public  and  Chriftian  manner,  reflefted 
on  himfelf  for  the  crimes  and  faults  above  mention¬ 
ed,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Confociation  of  this 
county  of  New-Haven. 

The  above  voted ; 

Teft, 

Samuel  Whittlesey,  jun.  ?Scribest.” 

Robert  Treat,  3  _  _ 

This  is  in  an  anfwer  to  Robbins,  faid  in  the 
title  page  to  ht  printed  for  the  Confociation  andAffocia- 
tion  of  New-Haven  county,  1748  ;  without  any  author 
or  printer’s  name.  It  reprefents,  that  when  the 

Prefby- 
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Prefbyterian  and  Congregatio^nal , churches  formed 
the  SayHook  platfprm,  it  became  their  ovjn  voliin-' 
tary  contraft  ;  and  that  being  ettablifhed.  by  their 
Legiflature,  it  became  the  ecclefiaftical  qohftitution 
of  the  whole  Colony, 'as  much  as  their  charter,' 
which  united  the  Colonies  of  Hartford  and  New- 
Hayen  in  one,  was  their  civil  conftitution And 
that  IVIr.  Robbins  and  his  church. had  no  more 
right  to  renounce  their  jurifdiaion,  than  his  parilh 
had  to  renounce  the  authority  of  the  civ|l  govern¬ 
ment  of  Connefticut*:  That  a  toleration  was 
never  intended  todeftroy  an  eftablifhment ;  and  that 
as,  the  Baptifts  he  preached  to  had  not  fully  com¬ 
plied  with  the  adt  of  toleration,  they  were  not  an 
orderly  fociety,  «  But  only  a  number  of  men  that 
in  z  dijorderly  m^nnQV  refufed  fubmiffion  to  their 
paflor.”  And  they,  accufe'  Robbins  of  intruding 
hirnfelf  into  the  bijhoprks  Mr.  Whittlefey,  at 
Wallingford,  and  of  Mr.  Noyes,  at  New-Havcnl|. 
'Co  prove  which  they  quote  the  fame  fcriptures 
that  Dr.  Chauncy,  their  champion,  had  cited  be¬ 
fore  ;  one  of  which,  they  fay,  means  “  In  plain 
Englilh,  his  doing  thepffice  of  a  bifhop  in  another’s 
diocefe ;  and  this  the  apoftle  ranks  with  fome  of 
the  greateft  crimes,  i  Pet.  iv.  iff.”  Biit  who 
formed  thofe  dioceffes !  Becaufe  Rq,bbins  laid,  his 
fourth  confelTion,  which  they  rejefted,  before  Kis 
parifh,  who  voted,  that  it  •was  fufficient,  the  Con- 
fociation  obferved,  that  a  freehold  rated  at  fifty 
ihillings,  or  forty  pounds,  in  the_  conrtmon  lifts; 
made  every  inhabiurit  ^  voter  in  fuch  meetings, 
and  from  thence  they  exclaimed. againft  him  for 
that  procedure,  faying,  “  What  if  half  the  fijci.- 
ety  wer^  fcandalous  perfons  J !”  Ay,  what  indeed,! 

*  Ibid.  p.  86,  94,  112.  II  Page  6,  8,  106. 
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how  dreadful  muft  the  confequence  be  •  juft  fuch 
as  Connefticut  had  felt  for  forty  years  1  For  their 
laws  made  fuch  voces  equal  to  the  votes  o.  the  bell 
faints  among  them,  in  the  choice  of  their  Leg 
cure.  And  an  Affembly  thus  chofen  broke  over 
their  own  law,  and  elefted  an  ordained  minifter  for 
heir  Governor;  by  whofe  induence  the  Saybrook 
fchcme  was  form.ed  and  eftablifhed,  without  allow- 
ino-  the  churches  liberty  to  fay  whether  their  mini- 
fte'^rs  mould  meet  to  fontr  it  or  not.  And  now, 
becaufe  Mr.  Robbins  continued  to  preach  the 

aofpel  to  his  people,  a  complaint  v/as  carried  to 

dieir  Legiflature  againft  him,  with  a  prayer  that 
he  miaht  be  turned  out  of  his  pulpit,  fo  tnat  a  regu- 

•  far  m^n  might  be  introduced  in  his  dead.  This  was 

•  fo  far  from  being  granted,  that  a  Council  was  ap¬ 
pointed  out  of  other  counties,  who  prevailed  with 
Ihid  Confociation  to  rellore  Mr.  Robbins  to  a  feat 
with  them,  which  he  held  until  his  death  in  t 
but  his  church  fent  no  meffengers  with  him.  In, 
Odlober,  1749,  their  Affembly  revived  their  aci, 
concerning  the  Savbrook  eftablifhment  in  1708, 
and  their  ads  in  1729,  to  exempt  Quakers  and 
Baotills  from  it ;  and  ordered  a  new  edition  of  their 

laws,  which  were  printed  in  175°’ 
were  excluded  all  their  perfecuting  adts  finCe  the 
late  revival  of  religion,  without  a  formal  repeal  of 
any  of  them.  And  Governor  Wolcot  publifhed 
a  pamphlet  againft  the  Saybrook  fchcme.  Gover¬ 
nor  Fitch  publifhed  another  to  explain  away  its 
■  power,  which  has  been  upon  the  decline  ever  fince. 
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I.  Errors  and  ^Difficulties  among  the 
Separates.  2.  Unjuft  Treatment 
of  them.  3.  Edwards’s  Cafe.  4. 
Increafe  and  Sufferings  of  the  Bap- 
tifts.  5.  Others  oppreffed.  6.  The 
Evil  thereof  well  expofed.  7.  A- 
gents  fent  to  England  againft  it. 

has  ever  been  attended 
X\.  great  difficulties.  Declenfion  is  natu¬ 
ral  to  fallen  men,  but  a  return  to  the  rip-ht  way  is 
not  fo.  When  Ifrael  came  out  of  Egypf,  a  mixed 
multitude^  went  up.  And  when  David  withdrew 
from  Saul’s  tyranny,  many  reforted  to  him,  not  only 
of  hss  kindred,  but  alfo  of  every  oife  that  was  in 
dilfrefs,  in  debt,  and  that  were  dilcontented ;  yet 
when  it  was  faid  of  his  caufe  in  general,  there  be 
many  fervants  now-a-days  that  break  away,  every 
man  for  his  matter,  the  feripture  calls  it  vailing,  and 
gives  the  perfon  who  uttered  it  the  charafter  of  a 
fool  ov  madman.  But  how  full  is  our  world  of  ttich 
folly  and  madnefs  !  David  became  the  Captain  of 
thofe  who  reforted  to  him  j  but  the  people,  who 
now  came  out  from  the  above-deferibed  tyranny 
over  the  churches,  had  no  fuch  commander.  Even 
the  father  who  led  them  out  had  too  much  know¬ 
ledge,  and  cautious  deliberation,  to  be  long  follow¬ 
ed  as  their  chief  guide  j  and  he  retired  to  a  dittant 
ifland,  and  fettled  therel  Such  evils  had  been  prac- 
tifed  under  the  name  of  learning,  orthodoxy  and 

regu- 
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regularity,  that  many  were  prejudiced  againft  the 
truth  cf  what  others  fallly  called  by  thofe  names. 
Chriftian  liberty  had  been  lb  much  invaded,  that 
many  ran  into  licentioulnefs  to  avoid  tyranny.  The 
right  which  the  gofpel  gives  to  every  faint,  freely 
to  improve  their  feveral  gifts,  for  mutual  edifica¬ 
tion,  had  been  fo  much  denied,  that  frequent  in- 
ftances  were  now  feen,  of  perfons  putting  them- 
felves  forward  in  exercifes  which  they  had  not  a 
gift  for ;  being  fo  earneft  to  maintain  the  liberty 
of  fpeaking,  as  not  duly  to  regard  others  right  of 
judging.  And  as  fome  precious  rninifters  had  evi¬ 
dently  loft  m.uch  of  their  former  life  and  freedom, 
by  their  attempts  to  corred  errors,  diforders  and 
imprudences,  a  num.ber  of  pious  fouls  v^tere  afraid 
of  appearing  againft  alm.oft  any  thing  that  wore 
the  garb  of  power  and  life  in  religion.  And  the 
example  of  the  Erfkines  in  Scotland,  who  came 
o«t  of  their  national  church  for  reformation,  and 
yet  rejeded  Mr.  Whitefield,  becaufe  he  would  not 
come  into  all  their  mealures,  was  held  up  as  a 
warning  here,  againft  ftopping  in  what  any  had 
already  attained  to.  And  juft  in  this  jundture  a 
man  came  from  Windham  to  Norwich,  in  the 
fummer  of  1746,  with  a  proclamation  bf  liberty,, 
and  an  opening  of  the  latter  day  glory  j  exclaim- 
againft  the  legal  bondage  of  praying  every  ’ 
night  and  morning  in  families,  whether  perfons 
felt  a  fpirit  of  prayer  or  not ;  declaring  that  if  they 
had  not  a  fpirit  of  prayer,  God  did  not  then  call 
them  to  pray  ;  and  fo  of  other  duties.  In  this  way 
fundry  perfons,  chiefly  at  Windham,  proceeded, 
until  they  afferted  that  they  had  paffed  the  firft 
refurredlion,  and  were  perfedl  and  immortal ;  and 
one  of  them  declared  that  he  was  Chrift.  But 
this  fpirit  foon  carried  them  into  knavery  in  tem- 
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poral  dealings,  intemperance,  and  what  not  ? 
About  the  beginning  of  1748,  fome  people  in 
Cumberland  advanced  the  opinion,  that  if  a  faint 
found  that  he  or  fhe  had  not  been  married  to  the 
perfon  that  was  made  for  them,  they  were  not  held 
by  legal  bonds  from  a  right  now  to  take  their  true 
mate,  if  they  faw  who  it  was.  Hereupon  an  only 
child  of  a  rich  father:^  not  living  comfortably  with 
her  hufband,  ventured  to  rejeft  him,  and  to  lodge 
with  another  man.  Some  brethren  of  Attlebo¬ 
rough  hearing  of  it,  went  to  labour  with  her  fa¬ 
ther,  and  others,  to  turn  them  from  this  delufion  j 
but  he  faid  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  harm 
in  it,  for  they  lay  with  the  bible  between  them. 
But  to  his  forrow  and  fhame  his  daughter  proved 
to  be  with  child,  by  her  new  companion,  and  her 
hufband  obtained  a  legal  divorce  Irom  her.  About 
the  fame  time,  a  member  of  the  firft  church  in 
Canterbury  declared  that  it  was  revealed  to  hiui, 
that  a  certain  fmgle  woman  would  became  his 
wife,  though  he  then  had  a  wife  and  children. 
For  fuch  converfation  the  church  called  him  to  an 
account;  and,  after  feven  months  labour,  they 
excommunicated  him  on  September  27,  1749- 
In  the  winter  following  he  purchafed  fome  mer¬ 
cury  at  Norwich,  and  it  was  judged  that  the  wo¬ 
man  he  had  a  fancy  for  poifonedfwo  children,  they 
giving  out  that  a  new  and  ftrange  diftemper  was 
come  among  themy  and  then  poifoned  his  wife, 
fo  that  all  the  three  died.  This  was  not  doubted 
to  be  the  faft,  though  fhe  was  acquitted  upon  trial 
in  Court,  and  he  married  her,  and  afterwards  went 
into  the  war,  and  died  in  Canada.-  Some  of  her 
relations  were  called  to  an  account,  and  were^  call 
out  of  the  church  in  Canterbury,  for  perjury^ 

when  adting  as  witneffes  in  Court  upon  that  cafe.- 

II.  Now 
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II.  Now  though  no  aftors  in  the  two  firft  of 
thefe  fcenes  of  iniquity  were  ever  nnembers  of 
any  of  thole  Separate  chuicheSj  and  faid  church 
had  fo  clearly  acquitted  themfelves  of  the  third, 
yet  niiniflers,  even  from  their  pulpits,  through 
the  whole  country,  call  thefe  fcandals  upon  the 
Separate  caufe  in  general,  to  prove  the  dreadful 
danger  and  cfFefts  oHeparating  from  them;  and 
the  populace  were  very  ready  to  follow  their  guides, 
in  this  way  of  dander  and  railing.  Such  glaring 
injudice  to  their  charafter,  added  to  much  violence 
upon  their  perfons  and  eftates,  ferved  greatly  to 
confirm  them  in  their  way ;  and  to  guard  their 
minds  againft  receiving  any  inftrudion  or  correc-^  > 
tion  from  men  who  treated  them  fo  abufively.  A 
firft  principle  of  their  feparation  was,  that  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  the  divine  Ipirit  are  ever  to  be  followed, 
and  not  flefhly  wifdom,  nor  man's  inventions ;  but 
how  little  was  the  meaning  and  right  application 
of  this  principle  underftood  ?  When  it  was  aftert- 
ed,  that  none  but  the  regenerate  ought  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  full  communion,  minifters  would  an- 
fwer,  that  you  cannot  know  who  they  are.  And 
wlaen  it  was  mentioned,  that  our  Lord  fays,  jhall 
know  them  by  their  fruits  \  the  queftion  was  fhifted, 
whether  they  held  to  a  fatisfactory  or  an  infalli¬ 
ble  knowledge  ?  which  difpute  was  often  carried 
to  extremes  on  both  lides.  And  as  many  would 
confine  the  word  fruits  to  dry  morality,  others 
ran  to  the  oppofite  extreme,  and  formed  their  judg¬ 
ments  of  perfons  by  tlieir  inward  feelings  towards 
them,  rather  than  upon  an  intelligible  view  of 
what  came  from  them  by  words  and  aftions.  The 
evils  alfo  which  many  had  fuftered  from  an  over¬ 
bearing  majority,  turned  fome  to  plead  againft  re¬ 
ceiving  any  members  till  every  individual  had  fel- 
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I^fhip  with  them,  and  the  like  in  other  church 
adts.  At  length  they  found  that  hereby  the  leaft 
mernber  might  tyrannize  over  the  whole  church. 
Again,  though  the  undue  power  of  Councils  had 
been  much  complained  of,  yet  the  Separates  run 
into  that  evil  m  a  new  way.  When  Councils  were 
called,  they  were  received  into  feliowlhip  with  the 
church  that  wanted  advice  ?  and  w'hen  they  had 
heard  the  cafe,  and  given  their  advice,  in  many 
initances  the  Council  adted  with  the  church  in  cen- 
furing  delinquents;  though  fometimes  there  Were 
more  of  the  Council  than  of  the  afting  members 
©f  the  church.  After  fome  years  this  praftice  was 

dropt.  Other  miftakes  will  appear  in  the  courfe 
of  this  hiftory. 

III.  Having  good  men  againfc  them  in  the 
caufe  of  reformation  was  matter  of  peculiar  trial. 
It  was  as  much  io  with  regard  to  ]V)r.  Edwards,  as 
any  one  man.  His  fuccefswas  very  great,  and' by 
adting  upon  Mr.  Stoddard’s  dofi:rinc,  the  church 
in  Northampton  was  become  very  numerous  ;  into 
^which  he  eflayed  to  bring  gofpel  difcipline,  in 
1744.  But  when  fome  of  their  chief  families  per¬ 
ceived  that  it  would  expofe  their  own  conduit,  they 
were  inflamed  againft  Mr.  Edwards.  And  though 
it  could  not  be  honorable  to  rejedt  fuch  an  eminent 
minifter  on  that  account ;  yet  finding  that  he  had 
turned  from  good  old  Mr.  Stoddard’s  dodlrine, 
that  change  was  eagerly  taken  hold  of,  as  a  cover 
for  their  refentment.  And  all  his  prudent  endea¬ 
vours  could  never  bring  that  church,  as  a  body, 
to  give  him  a  fair  hearing  of  his  reafons  for  altering 
his  fentirnents  upon  that  point :  They  were  there¬ 
fore  publillied  at  Boflon  this  year.  Some  of  his 
cleareft  proofs  againft  admitting  unfandlifled  per- 
fons  to  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper,  are  Rom.  ii. 
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29,  vi.  I — 4.  Phil.  iil.  3,  Col.  ii.  ii,  12. 
whence  he  fays,  “  ‘That  baptifm,  by  which  the  pri¬ 
mitive  converts  were  admitted  into  the  church,  was 
ufed  as  an  exhibition  and  token  of  their  being 
viilbly  regene'/'atcdy  dead  to  fin,  and  alive  to  (jod. 
The  fiintihip,  godlinefs  and  holinefs,  of  which, 
according  to  fcripture,  profefllng  Chrifrians  and 
vifible  faints  do  make  a  pjrofeffion  ana  have  a  vifi- 
bilicv,  is  not  any  religion  and  virtue  that  is  the  re- 
fult  of  common  grace,  or  moral  hncerity  (as  it  is 
called)  hut  Javing  grace‘‘^ Which  point  was  the 
capital  article  that  the  Separate  cliurches  were  built 
upon  ;  but  for 'fear  it  Hiould  be  improved  in  their 
favour,  lie  reminded  the  reader  of  what  lie  had  faid 
againit  them,  in  lus  treatife  on  the  afi’edlions,  and 
in  Brainard’s  life ;  and  then  faid,  “  I  am  liill  of  the 
fame  mfmd  concerning  their  lay-ordinations,  their 
lay-preachings,  and  public  exhoitings,  and  adrnini- 
ftering  facraments ;  their  afiurning,  lelf-confident, 
contentious,  uncharitable,  feparating  fpiritf.”  And 
yet  he  iivccl  remote  from  almolt  all  the. numerous 
communities  whom  he  thus  cenfured,  and  knew 
but  very  little  of  the  real  ftate  of  their  controverfy. 
Tlie  excellent  rules  which  he  had  publifiied  feven 
years  before,  were  then  out  of  his  mind  ■,  namely, 
to  judge  of  a  work  by  the  real  nature  of  it,  and  not 
by  the  circumftances  and  means  of  its  introdu6tion ; 
to  make  the  fcriptures  tlie  whole  rule  to  judge  by  ; 
and  well  to  diftinf^uifh  betw^een  the  oood  and  the 
bad  among  the  fubjefts  of  the  workjj.  A  clue  re¬ 
gard  to  ^hrfe  rules  of  his  own  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  above  refleftions^  as  well  as  many  things 
in  the  two  other  books  named.  A  Separate  mini- 
fter^,  in  the  eaft  part  of  Conneclicut^  wrote  to  Mn 

,  Edwards 

^  On  a  right  to  facraments,  p.  2o — 23. 

f  i'refacc;  p.  5,  1|  Thoughts  on  the  work,  1742;  p.  i — 40. 
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Edwards  upon  this  fubjedt,  and  in  particular  delir- 
cd  him  to  anfwer  two  queflions.  i.  As  he  had 
defcribed  an  excellent  new  houfe,  how  we  could 
get  into  it  without  going  out  of  the  old  one,  which 
was  in  a  ruined  condition  ?  2.  What  he  meant  by 
the  word  which  he  fo  often  ufed ;  whether  the 
fam/e  as  the  La/m  church  did  ?  He  returned  an 
anfwer,  wherein  he  allowed  the  old  houfe  to  be  in 
a  ruinous  condition ;  but  thought  we  were  not  yet 
called  to  leave  it.  And  to  explain  what  he  meant 
by  laymen,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  old  opinion  about 
a  fiiccefllve  power  in  minifters^  but  he  foon  after 
felt  fuch  effefts  of  that  power,  as  he  hardly  could 
have  believed  before. 

For  his  people  were  fo  uneafy,  that  he  agreed  to 
call  a  mutual  Council  of  ten  churches,  to  fettle  the 
controverfy  betwixt  them  :  But  in  the  large  county 
of  Flampfbire,  w^hich  then  included  Berkfhire  alfo, 
he.  could  find  but  three  minifters  of  his  judgment, 
upon  the  point  in  difpute ;  and  the  church  was 
ftrenuous  againft  allowing  him  liberty  to  go  out  of 
that  county  for  the  other  two  whom  he  was  to 
choofe.  At  length  they  yielded  fo  far ;  but  when 
the  Council  met,  one  of  the  churches  had  refufed 
to  fend  to  it ;  fo  that  though  their  minifter  was  re¬ 
ceived  to  aft  in  the  Council,  yet  he  had  no  delegate 
with  him;  therefore  Mr.  Edwards  was  jeparated 
from  his  dear  flock,  by  the  major  vote  of  only  one 
delegate  in  that  Council.  And  the  only  charge 
chat  they  had  againft  him  they  flared  in  thefe 
words,  viz.  The  paftor  infilling  upon  it  as  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  admillion  of  members  to  full  com¬ 
munion,  that  they  fhould  make  a  profeflion  of 
JanUtfying  graces  whereas  the  brethren  are  of  the 
.  opinion,  that  the  Lord’s  fupper  is  a  converting  or¬ 
dinance^  and  confequently  that  perfons,  if  they  have 

a  com- 
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a  competency  of  knowledge,  and  are  of  a  blamclefs 
life  may  be  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  table,  altaoug 
the;  male  nojuch  frofefficn*:’  And  Dr.  Sobmon 
Williams,  who  wrote  againft  him,  fays.  Not  g 
Ihould  be  expreffed  in  the  words  of  the  profeffion, 

but  what  fome 

true  11.”  And  he  was  a  chief  aftor  in  all  that  ih 
minifters  of  Windham  county  had  done  againft 
the  Separates.  And  Mr.  Edwards,  who  had  been 
rnoved^  to  cenfure  them  fo  hardly,  yet  was  now 

feparated  from  the  people  he  dearly 
the  fame  point;  and  he  removed  and  fettled  at 
Stockbridge,  where  he  became  more  cxtenfively 
ferviceable  to  mankind;  efpeciaily  by  his  incom¬ 
parable  treatife  upon  the  liberty  of  the  ^ 

his  anfwer  to  Taylor  on  original  fin  ;  both  o 
which  have  been  reprinted  in  London.  At  ^ 

was  chofen  Prefident  of  New-Jerfey  college ;  but 

foon  died  there  of  the  fmall-pox,  March  22,  1758, 

*  IV  The  fundamental  principle  above  deferib- 
ed  naturally  leads  to  the  exclufion  of  infant  fpnnk- 
lino-  •  but  the  generality  of  thofe  who  came  out  in 
feparation  had  no  fuch  idea.  The  Mansfield  ar¬ 
ticles  held  up  internal  union  as  the  rule  01  church 
communion,  although  perfons  were  of  different  len- 
timents  about  baptifm;  but  there  were  very  few 
Baptifts  in  any  of  their  churches  before  1749; 

Tune  that  year  £lder  Moukon  baptized  thirteen 
members  of  the  Separate  church  in  Sturbndge,  one. 
of  whom  was  Deacon  Daniel  Fifk;  and  in  a  little 
time  after  all  their  officers,  and  the  mam  body  of 
the  church,  were  baptized,  even  above  threefcore 

perfons.  The  exempting  law  tor  Baptifts  had  again 
^  expired 

/ 

*  Refult  of  the  Council  at  Northampton,  June  22,  1750,  p, 

3,  4,  And  Edwards's  life.  R  Aniwer  to  Edward3>  p-  47* 
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expired  ia  1747^  when  it  was  revived  and  con 
^nued  for  ten  years.  And  in  order  that  the  ben^ 
fa  of  It  might  be  extended  to  that  focietv  two 
principal  members  of  the  ftcond  Baptift  church  in 

bride-  alTeffT  ^  their  favour  to  Stur- 

lowifii  Jan  23,  1750.  And  in  May  fol- 

ov^ing  two  principal  members  of  the  Baptift  church 

in  Sturbndge  gave  in  a  lift  of  their  focietv  accord 
jng  ,0  law,  yac  .hey  were  all  again  raxeYro  Mri 

for  this  and  the  following  yea.r,  five  men  were  in/ 
pnfoned  at  Worcefter,  three  oxen  and  eiofit  cows 
were  taken  away^  and  a  great  ded  of  other  proper/! 

did  i/f  was  the  colledor  who 

Th  fi.f/  Jonathan  Mafon  for  i7ri. 

he  fiiR  took  a  good  cov/  from  David  Morie  a  ' 
ruling  elder  m  faid  Baptift  church,  for  a  tax’of 
One  Pound  One  Shilling  and  Fourpence  ;  and 

Ele/en  at 

E  even  Pounds  for  a  tax  ot  lefs  than  Five  Dollars. 

Suuh  havoc  d!d_  they  make  of  their  neighbours 

^oods,  under  religious  pi-etences  !  Sundry  profe- 

cutions  were  commenced  againft  thofc  colledors  • 

3i}d  when  one  of  the  cafes  came  to  the  Superior 

Court,  both  parties  agreed  to  refer  it  to  the  iudo-es  ■ 

EM  they  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  the  Bap- 

tifts  I  his  gave  a  lliock  to  their  oppreffors ;  but 

a  fcheme  was  foon  contrived  to  nonfuit  the  other 

ahhons  commenced;  and -that  was  bv  plead  in 

that  the  luit  lliouid  have  been  againft  the  affeflbi-s 

and  not  the  collecftors.  By  this  trick  Mr.  Morfe 

was  injured  to  the  value  of  above  Twenty  Pounds  • 

and  the  whole  fociety  eftimated  their  damaaes  at 
more  than  a  Hundred  Pounds.  And  in  a  wl/ant 
tor  their  town-meeting  of  March  2,  1752,  an  ar¬ 
ticle  was  inferted,  to  fee  if  the  town  would  in¬ 
demnify 
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demnify  their  colleftor  for  his  expences,  in  the 
aftion  which  was  turned  againft  him.  Mofes  Mar- 
Cy,  Efq;  was  Moderator,  and  as  this  article  was 
objefted  to,  it  was  propofed  to  raife  the  money  by 
fubfeription,  and  they  enquired  how  much  it  was. 
Upon  which  the  Moderator  drew  out  and^  read  a 
paper,  containing  an  account  of  “  So  much  for  go¬ 
ing  to  a  lawyer,  and  fo  many  dollars  given  to  Col.. 
Brattle  at  one  time,  and  fo'rriany  to  another-man,’’ 
&'c;  and  he  faid  'the  whole,  with  the  execution, ' 

_  t 

amounted  to  above  Twenty  Pounds.  .  This  moved 
the  people  fo,  that  it  did  not  feem  likely  that  they 
would  vote  it  by  itfelf ;  therefore,  contrary  to  law, 
(which  was  infifted  upon  by  the  Baptifts  prefent) 
that  article  was  blended  with  another  about  fchool- 
money,  and  the  vote  was  carried,  whereby  the  Bap¬ 
tifts  were  again  taxed  to  pay  the  expences  of  an  ille¬ 
gal  law-fuit  againft  themfelves*.  And  this  was 
not  enough  ;  but  faid  Moderator,  who  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Legiflature,  moved  them  fo  with  thele 
things,  that  when  they  met  November  22,  1752, 
they  broke  in  upon  their  own  law,  and  eria£bed> 
that  the  minifter,  with  tWo  principal  members  of 
the  Baptift:  church,  fliould  fign  their  certificates  for 
the  future and  alfo  that  no  minifter  or  church  - 
fhould  have  any  power  to  give  lawful  certificates, 
until  they  fhall  have  obtained  From  three  other 
churches,  commonly  called  Anabaptifts,  in  this^ 
the  neighBouring  Provinces,  a  certificate  from  each 
refpeftively,  that  they  efteem  fuch  church  to  be  of 
their  denomination,  and  that  they  confcientioufly 
believe  them  to  be  Anabaptifts.’’  ■  All  fuch  certifi¬ 
cates  to  be  lodged  with  the  town-clerk  where 

D  d  the 

* 

^  Thcfe  fafts  about  faid  meeting  were  fworn  to  by  three  men 
at  Worcefter,  Auguft  31,  1753,  one  of  whom  was  Deacon  Daniel 
Fifk,  who  died  a  member  of  our  Legiflature  in  1778, 
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the  Baptifts  lived,  before  their  feveral  afleflments. 
vrere  made.  This  aft  to  continue  in  force  five 
years.  And  faid  Moderator  prefented.a  petition  to 
the  Aflembly  in  June  following,  that  all  the  unim¬ 
proved  lands  in  Sturbridge  might  be  taxed  to  his 
miniftcr  ;  but  did  not  obtain  it.  It  i$  to  be  ob- 
lerved,  that  thofe  who  lately  became  Baptifts  were 
not  in  fellowfhip  with  molt  of  the  old  Baptift 
churches ;  therefore  this  aft  was  palled  to  prevent 
their  being  exempted  from  taxes  to  State  worlhip. 
It  alfo  required  them  to  certify  a  confdentious  be¬ 
lief  of  a  point  which  they  never  did  believe,  viz. 
That  they  were  Anabaptifts  (rehaptixers )  ,a  name 
of  reproach  call’ upon  them  by  their  perfecutors. 

y.  And  among  the  many  inftances  that  difeo- 
vered  hpw  tenacious  oiur  opprefibrs  were  of  their 
taxing  power  to  fupport  worlhip,  take  the  follow¬ 
ing.  Efther  White,  of  Raynham,  had  a  fmall  in- 
tereft  left  her,  for  which  Ae  was  taxed  Eightpence- 
to  the  parifh  minifter,  from  whom  fire  had  with¬ 
drawn  four  years  j  and  fhe  ferioufly  declared  that  it 
was  againft  her  confcience  to  pay  it.  Therefore, 
for  , no  more  than  that  Turn,  Ihe  was  feized  on  Fe¬ 
bruary  a  8,  1752,  and  was  imprifoned  at  Taunton 
until  March,  1753,  when  faid  minifter’s  own  people 
were  conftrarued  to  go  and  releafc  her,  without  her 
paying  any  acknowledgment  to  that  taxing  power. 
She  fopn  after  became  a  Baptift,  and  continued  to 
give  abiding  evidence  of  true  piety,  ancil  fhe  died 
in  peace  in  1774.  The  cafe  of  Framingham, 
twenty-five  miles  weftward  of  Bofton,  affords  a 
further  demonftration  of  the  iniquity  of  fopporting 
•minifters  by  tax  and  compulfion.  The  Honor¬ 
able  Edward  Goddard,  Efq;  formerly  one  of  the 
Council  in  this  Province,  with  other  fathers  of  that 
?owo,  coald  n6t  cqnoar  with  the  majority  in  the 

fetiJement 
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fettlcmcnt  of  a  minifter  v  and  by  the  advice  of 
minifters  they  became  an  organized  church  by 
thcmfelvcs  in  1747.  and  wanted  nothing  but  th^ 
fanftion  of  the  civil  power,  to  make  them  as  regu¬ 
lar  and  orthodox  a  fociety  in  law  as  any  others 
were.  But  as  they  were  zealous  friends  to  the  late 
revival  of  religion,  fuch  an  incorporation  was  de-^ 
nied  them.  And  they  had  been  all  taxed  to  a 
rninifter  they  never  chol^  for  fix  years  before  the 
publication  upon  the  fubjeft,  which  is  quoted  in  th<t 
appendix  to  voL  i,  p.  8,  15.  Three  years  aiter 
their  rninifter  left  them,  and  a  Baptift  lociety  is 
pow  formed  among  them.  And  Connefticut  ftill 
kept  pace  with  the  Maffachiifetts  in  opprcflion,  of 
which  the  place  of  the  author’s  nativity  now.  exhi¬ 
bited  a  ftriking  example.  A  widow  who  had  with¬ 
drawn  from  their  worfhip  feven  years,  and  fteadily 
attended  and  ftjpported  worfhip  in  another  churchy 
gives  fo  clear  an  account  of  it,  that  her  letter  is  here 
prefented  to  the  reader,  without  adding  or  dimi- 
nilhing  a  word. 

VI,  Norwich y  November  4,  1752^. 

My  dear  Sony 

I  HAVE  heard  fomething  of  the  trials  amongft 
you  of  late,  and  I  was  grieved,  till  I  had  ftrength  to 
give  up  the  cafe  to  God,  and  leave  my  burthen  there. 
And  now  I  would  tell  you  fomething  of  our  trials. 
Your  brother  Samuel  lay  in  prifon  twenty  days. 
October  15  the  colleftors  came  to  our  houfe,  and 
took  me  awav  to  prifon  about  nine  o’clock,  in  a 
dark  rainy  nighc.  Brothers  Hill  and  Sabin  were 
brought  there  the  next  night:  We  lay  in  prifon 
thirteen  days,  and  then  fct  at  liberty,  by  what  means 

I  knov/ 

*  By  a£l  of  Parliament  eleven  days  were  taken  out  between 
tHc  id  and  14th  of  September  this  year ;  but  as  it  was  not  donr 
In  our  almanack,  this  date  was  in  old  ftilc. 
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I  know  not.  Whilft  I  was  there  a  great  many  people 
came  to  fee  me  ;  and  fome  faid  one  thing  and  Ibmc 
another.  O  the  innumerable  fnares  and  temptations 
that  befet  me,  more  than  I  ever  thought  on  before  ! 
But,  O  the  condefeenfion  of  heaven  !  though  I  was 
bound  when  I  was  call  into  this  furnace,  yet  was  I 
loofed,  and  found  Jefus  in  the  midl|of  the  furnace 
with  me.  O  then  I  could  give  iip'my  name,  eftate, 
family,  life  and  breath,  freely  to  God.  Now  the 
prifon  looked  like  a  palace  to  me.  I  could  blels 
God  for  all  the  laughs  and  feoffs  made  at  me.  O 
the  love  that  flowed  out  to  all  mankind !  Then  I 
could  forgive  as  I  would  defire  to  be  forgiven,  and 
love  my  neighbour  as  rnyfelf.  Deacon  Grifwold  was 
put  into  prifon  the  8th  of  Oftober,  and  yefterday 
old  brother  Grover,  and  are  in  purfuit  of  others; 
all  which  calls  for  humiliation.  This  church  hath 
appointed  the  13th  of  November  to  be  fpent  in 
prayer  and  falling  on  that  account.  I  do  remem¬ 
ber  my  love  to  you  and  your  wife,  and  the  dear 
children  of  God  with  you,  begging  your  prayers 
for  us  in  fuch  a  day  of  trial.  We  are  all  in  toler¬ 
able  health,  expefting  to  fee  you.  Thefe  from 
your  loving  mother,  Elizabeth  Backus-.'' 

Some  time  after  her  brother,  Mr.  Ifaac  Tracy, 
was  imprifoned  for  the  fame  caufe,  while  he  was 
a  member  of  their  Legiflature;  and  they.furioufly 
went  on,  in  imprifoning  of  perfons  and  fpoiling  of 
goods,  to  fupport  State  worlliip,  for  eight  years, 
till  the  fpiritual  weapons  of  truth  and  love  van- 
quifhed  thofe  carnal  weapons  ;  and  they  have  not 
been  foufed  in  Norwich  for  thefe  many  years  pall. 
And  as  great  a  viilory  was  alfo  gained  in  Canter¬ 
bury.  The  fall  after  Mr.  Eliflia  Paine  was  fet¬ 
tled  on  Long-Iflanci,  he  came  over  to  Canterbury 
for  fom€  neceffaries  for  his  family,  when  Samuel 

‘  Adams, 
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Adams,  a  colleftor,  feized  and  impnfoned  him  at 
Windham,  on  November  21,  1752;  where  he 
wrote  thus,  “  I  cannot  but  marvel  to  fee  how.  foon 
the  children  will  forget  the  fword  that  drove  their 
fathers  into  this  land,  and  take  hold  of  it  as  a  jew¬ 
el,  and  kill  their  grand-children  therewidi.  O 
that  men  could  fee  how  far  this  is  from  Chrift  s  rule  ! 
Xhat  all  things  that  we  w^uld  have  others  do  un¬ 
to  us,  that  w'c  fliould  do  even  fo  unto  them.  I 
'  believe  the  lame  people  that  put  this  authoiity  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Cogfwell,  their  minifter,  to  put 
me  into  prifon  for  not  paying  him  foi  preaching, 
would  think  it  very  hard  for  the  church  I  belong 
to,  and  am  pallor  of,  if  they  fhould  get  the  upper 
hand,  and  tax  and  imprifon  him,  for  not  paying 
what  he  Ihould  be  fo  unjuftly  taxed  at ;  and  yet  I 
can  fee  no  other  difference,  only  becaufe  the  pow¬ 
er  is  in  his  hands  ;  For  I  fuppofe  he  has  heard  me 
as  often  as  I  ever  have  him  i  yet  he  hath  taken  by 
force  from  me  two  cows  and  one  fleer,  and  now 
my  body  held  in  prifon,  only  becaufe  the  power 
is  in  his  hands.”  And  on  December  ii  he  wrote 
to  Canterbury  alTeflbrs,  and  faid,  “To  you,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  practitioners  of  the  law,  from  your  prifon- 
cr  in  Windham  gaol,  becaufe  his  confcknce  will 
not  let  him  pay  to  a  miniffer  that  is  fet  up  by  the 
law  of  Connefticut,  contrary  to  his  confcience  and 
confent.  The  Roman  Emperor  was  called  Pon- 
tifix  Maximus,  becaufe  he  prefided  over  civil  and 
.  ccclefiaflical  affairs ;  which  is  the  firft  beaft  who 
perfecuted  the  Chriflians  that  feparated  from  tneir 
eflablifhed  religion,  which  they  called  the  holy  re¬ 
ligion  of  their  forefathers ;  and  by  their  law  nned, 
whipt,  imprifoned,  and  killed  fuch  as  refufed  obe¬ 
dience  thereto.  We  all  own  that  the  Pope  or  Pa¬ 
pal  throne  is  the  fecond  beaft,  becaufe  he  is  head 


'■  Hr' 
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of  the  ecdefuttical,  and  meddles  with  civil  affairs  • 
and  for  which  he  is  alfo  ftiled  Pontifix  Maximus’ 
orHigh  Prieft.  He  alfo  compels  all  under  him 
to  fubmit  to  his  worlhip,  decrees  and  laws,  by 
whips,  fines,  prifons,  fire  and  faggots.  Now  what 
yom  prifoner  requefts  of  you,  is  a  clear  diftindion 
between  the  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of  Connec¬ 
ticut,  by  which  I  am  now  held  here  in  prifon,  and 
the  aforefaid  two  thrones  or  beads,  in  the  foun¬ 
dation,  conftitution  and  fupport  thereof.  For  if 
by  fcripture  and  reafon  you  can  fhew  they  do  not 
all  ftand  on  the  throne  mentioned  in  Pfalm  xciv. 
20,  but  that  the  latter  is  founded  on  the  rock  Chrift 
Jefus,  I  will  confefs  my  fault,  and  foon  clear  my- 
felf  of  the  prifon.  But  if  this  conftitution  hath 
its  rife  from  that  throne,  then  come  forth  to  the 
help  of  the  Lord  againft  the  mighty  j  for  better  is 
it  to  die  for  Chrift,  than  to  live  againft  him.  From 
an  old  friend  to  this  civil  conftitution,  and  long 
your  prifoner,  Elisha  Paine.!' 

VII.  Five  days  after  he  was  releafed  ■,  but  the 
extremity  of  the  winter  hindered  him  a  great  while 
from  getting  over  to  his  family,  who  fuffered  much 
in  an  unfinifhed  houfe,  for  want  of  his  help.  Mr. 
Solomon  Paine  publilhed  this  year  a  view  of  the 
difference  between  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  the 
churches  eftablifhed  by  law  in  Connedticut.  And 
though  the  conteft  was  hot  for  eight  years  longer, 
yet  it  then  abated,  and  in  1771  Mr.  Cogfwell  was 
difmiffed ;  and  fuch  taxes  were  entirely  dropt  in 
the  place,  and  a  number  of  adtors  therein  were 
brought  to  confefs  their  faults  for  the  fame.  In 
the  mean  time,  another  unfuccefsful  addrefs  to 
their  Aflembly,  figned  by  a  large  number  of 
Hien,  was  prcfented  in  1753.  After  which  twenty 
•'hurches  joined  in  a  memorial  to  the  King  in  Coun¬ 
cil, 
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cil,  fupported  by  authentic  records  and  teilimo-- 
nies  to  which  Governor  Fitch  affixed  the  feal  of 
the  Colony;  and  Mr.  Blifs  Willoughby,  and  Mr- 
Mofes  Morfe,  carried  it  to  London  in  1756.  But 
having  laid  it  before  the  deputation  and  commit¬ 
tee  for  the  Diffenters,  whereof  Pr.  Avery  was 
Chairman,  they  judged  that  if  thofe  plain  viola- 
tions  of  charter  rights  were  prefented  to  the  King 
in  Council,  it  would  endanger  the  taking  away 
of  Connefticut  charter;  which  the  petitioners  v/ere 
by  no  means  willing  for.  1  herefore  faid  Agents 
r^urned  in  1757;  and  faid  committee  wrote  to 
Connedlicut  rulers  againft  thofe  oppreffions.  And 
by  their  advice  a  procefs  in  executive  Courts 
was  commenced,  with  a  defign  of  carrying  it  to 
England  by  way  of  appeal ;  but  having  proccedea 
feme  ways  therein,  they  dropt  it. 
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r./X\-IMOTHY  PACKOM  wasana^ed 


T 


_  and  pious  member  of  the  lecond  church  in 

Newport,  before  a  divifion  took  place  therein,  in  the 
following  manner.  Daniel  Greene,  a  gifted  member 
of  it,  experienced  a  fudden  turn  in  his  mind,  from 
general  to  particular  redempdon  :  And  in  the  fall  of 
^739  J^nics  Brown  joined  with  him,  and  brought 
a  charge,  in  general  terms,  into  their  church  againft 
Elder  Eyres,  of  his  wanting  the  goipel  qualifications 
of  an  elder ;  and  then  named  fome  inftances  Q^ap- 
parent  anger  and  feverity  againft  members  who  clid 
not  concur  with  his  meafures,  to  prove  it.  This 
caufed  much  unhappinefs  :  At  length  on  January 
10,  i740>  he  read  to  the  church  a  general  canfef- 
lion  of  his  imperfeftions  in  thofe  refpefts  3  and  they 
voted  the  fame  to  be  fatisfaftory.  Said  brethren 

enquired 
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enquired  whether  he  meant  to  confefs  the  particu¬ 
lars  they  had  mentioned,  but  could  obtain  no  an- 
fvver  from  him,  nor  a  copy  of  his  confelTion.  This 
appeared.fo  grievous  that  they  went  and  complain¬ 
ed  of  it  to  their  brethren  of  North-Kingllown,  who 
fent  to  enquire  into  the  matter.  For  thefe  things 
Greene  andJBrown  were  cenfured ;  and  Pac  korn  and 
others  joined  with  theiti,  and  carried  their  com¬ 
plaints  to  one  general  meeting  of  theif  churches  at 
Swanzey,  and  to  another  at  Providence ;  and  not 
obtaining  fatisfaftion,  they  formed  a  new  church, 
‘and  got  fome  of  their  elders  to  ordain  Mr.  Packom 
as  pallor  of  it.  And  in  1742  they  publilhed  a  vin¬ 
dication  of  themfelves  in  thefe  proceedings.  But 
private  letters  afterwards  from  each  of  thofe  men,  to 
Elder  Eyres  and  his  church,  exprefs  deep  foxrbw  for 
thofe  hally  proceedings,  and  their  want  of  a  fruitful 
underftandingy  humility  and  candour,-  with  their 
zeal  therein  ;  for  which  they  earnellly  defired  for- 
givenefs.  But  not  feeing  their  way  clear  to  return  - 
into  full  fellowlhip  with  that  church,  a  removal  of 
thejr  cenfure  was  denied  them.  Greene,'  in  a  let¬ 
ter  July  2, 1745,  gives  the  following  as  the  chief  rea- 
Ibn  why  he  could  not  commune  with  faid  elder,  viz. 
“  So  far  as  I  can  gather,  thou  bdievell,  that  man’s 
lalvation,  conditionally  beltowable,-  is  the  free  pur- 
chafe  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fo  the  free  gift  of  God  : 
But  then  that  thefecurity  of  the  beftowment,-.or  ob¬ 
taining  this  falvation,  doth  turn  and  depend  upon  a 
condition,  which  is  lb  left  to  man  to  perform^  ^that 
it  may  or  may  not  be  performed ;  not  as  God  himfelf 
fhall  be  pleafed  ablblutely  to  caufe,  bur  as  man, 
fuppofed  to  be  a  felf-inclining  agent,  fhall  of  him¬ 
felf  be  difpofed,  in  the  improvement  or  mifim- 
provement  of  divine  affiftance.  Whereas  I  be- 

K  ^  lieve, 
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lieVCj  I  think,  with  all  my  heart,  that  man  is  in  no 
refpe<5t  an  independent  agent ;  and  that  if  he  obtains 
falvation,  it  is  not  owing  to  himfelf  at  all ;  but  that 
his  falvation,  and  its  whole  ferurity  to  him,  depend 
altogether  upon  the  free  pleafure  and  caufation  of 
Almighty  God,  who  worketh  all  things  according  , 
to  the  council  of  his  own  will,  working  in  his  chil¬ 
dren  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  plea¬ 
fure.”  Such  ideas,  but  not  fo  clear,  were  imprelT- 
ed  upon  David  Sprague’s  mind,  before  he  began  to 
preach,  in  the  Baptill  church  in  Scituate ;  where  he 
was  told,  that  if  he  went  on  in  that  way  he  would  be¬ 
come  as  bad  an  eleSlioner  as  any  of  the  Prelbyrerians. 
This,  as  he  ii'formed  me,  turned  him  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  into  their  general  way  of  preaching ;  and  he 
was  fettled  in  that  way,  at  North-Kingftown,  about 
the  time  of  the  abovefaid  divifion  at  Newport. 

II.  By  the  -labours  of  Separate  minifters  many 
were  converted,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  formed 
in  Covehtry,  and  a  paftor  was  ordained  in  -it  Odo- 
ber  I  I,  1749.  Elder  Sprague  went  there,  and  was 
prevailed  .with  to  affift,  with  other  Baptills,  in  that 
ordination.  '  And'he  there  got  fuch  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  fome  Separate  elders,  as  to  invite  them 
to  come  and  preach  in  the  Narr?.ganfent  country. 
This  was  done  with  very  extenfive  efFefts  ;  and 
Sprague  was  drawn  fo  far  as  to  aft  with  Solomon 
Paine  inElder Babcock  s  ordination  the  next  Ipringj 
which  was  then  the  firft  inftance  of  the  union  of  the 
two  denominations  in  fuch  afts.  The  majority  of 
the  church  at  North-Kingftown  grew  fo  uneafy,  that 
above  leventy  of  them,  male  and  female,  ligned  a 
paper  May  20,  1750,  which  divided  the  church. 
■They  therein  reprefent,  that  their  church  was  of  about 

forty  years  ttanding,  and  that  good  order  had  gene- 
^  rallv 
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rally  been  kept  up  in  it,  until,  within  the  laft  fevcn 
years.  “  Since  that,  lay  they,  our  elder  andfonne  oif 
[he  brethren  have  imbibed  doarines  whielv  neither 
we  nor  our  general  community  ev^  did  rtoofe 
Ihould  be  brought  into  the  church.  The  doannea 
crouded  upon  us  were,  i.  That  Adam,  by  his  eating,, 
the  forbidden  fruit,  did  bring  mankino  under  con- 
demnationiin  refpea  to  the  life  which,  is  to, come  at, 
the  day  of  judgment.  2.  That  every  perfpn  who. 
is  truly  converted,  cannot,  in  the  courfe  oi  his  liie> 
fm  himfelf  our  of  God’s  blefiings  at  the  day  of  judg-’ 
rnent.  3.  Thar  it  was  a  d 

with  loud  and  joined  voices,  with  rhyme  and  tunes  . 
of  man’s  compofure,  in  public  affemblies.”  Thele 
doftrines  and  their  effeds  were  then  fhut  out  or 
their  meeting-houfe;  though  theypropofed  to  k.aye 
it  to  others  to  fettle  the  matter  with  their  dment- 
ipg  brethren  about  their  intereft.  therein.  Upon 
which  Elder  Sprague,  and:  thofe  whojvere  of  his . 
fentiments,  conftituted  a  church  iii  isxeter,  and- 
feveral  other  churches  were  foon  after  formed  in 


thofe  parts,  in  fdlowfliip  with  them. 

III.  Some  among  them,,  who- had  been  bap.^ 
tizcd  in  the  time  of  their  former  darknefs,  were . 
now  baptized  again;  which  movea  Eldei  Eyies. 
to  write  to  Elder  Spragije  about  it,  December  j.,  . 
1^50,  and  a  ftop  was  put  thereto..  Aifo,a  fighp 
of  former  divifiohs,  upon  circumftantials,  carried 
a  fevv^  fo  far  into  the  oppofite  extreme,  as  to  admit 
forne  to  table  communion  without  any  water  bap- 
tifm  at  all.  There  were  at  leaft  two  inftances  of 
this,  the  one  at  Exeter,  the  other  at  Warwick; 
but  that  pradice  was  foon  over.  And  thefe  and, 
other  miftakes  could  not  hinder  an  extenfive  fpread 
of  believers  baptifm  among  the  Separate  churches  ; 

.  whofe 
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whole  elders,  Mack  of  Lyme,  Stearns  of  Tolland*' 
Haftings  of  Suffield,  Meacham  of  Enfield,  Mar- 
Inal  or  Somers,  and  others,  were  baptized.  But 
fierce  oppofition  being  raifed  againft  what  was  called 
rebaptzing,  which  was  reprefented  to  be  a  moft 
wicked  and  pernicious  thing,  feveral  teachers  and 
others  retraced  their  afting  therein.  And  as  the 
author  s  refufing  to  follow  their  example  brought 
him  to  be  a  public  objtdl  of  refentmeht,  and  fuc- 
ceeding  events  have  made  him  more  extenfively  lb 
a  clear  Idea  of  this  part  ' pf  our  hiftory  cannot  be 
given,  without  a  more  diftindl  account  of  hi^per- 
fonal  condufl,  and  the  motives  thereof,  than  other- 
whe  would  have  been  expedient  and  becomino'. 
This  he  thinks  is  confirmed  by  ancient  example*s. 
A(fts  xi.  2- — -1 8,  xxii.  ^—21. 

,  born  of  religious  parents,  and 

having  a  religious  (though  not  what  is  called  a 
liberal)  education,  he  has  ever  elleemed  an  un- 
fpeakable  favour.  Yet  he  neglefted  the  great  lal- 
vation  for  more  than  feventeen  years,  becaufe  he 
fecretly  imagined  that  it  would  abridge  his  pre- 
fent  liberty  and  comfort ;  and  alfo,  that  when  he 
got  ready  to  let,  about  the  work  in  good  earnelf, 
God  would  he  moved  to  help,  pardon  and  favc 
him.  But  in  May,  iy4i,  his  eyes  were  opened 
to  fee,  that  time  was  not  at  his  command,  and 

that 

*  Elder  Sljubael  Stearns  (having  baptized  Noah  Alden,  in 
July,  1754,  and  left  him  to  preach  to  the  part  of  his  fociety 
who  remained  there)  fet  off  with  others  for  North-Carolina  j 
ahd  he,  Jonathan  Polk,  Daniel  Marlhal,  and  others,  were  in- 
llrumental  of  a  great  work  in  thofe  parts.  I  am  well  informed 
that  from  thence  have  fprung  a  large 'number  of  Baptift  churches  j 
which,  by  a  bleffmg  upon  the  fucceeding  labours  of  many,  now 
extend  through  various  parts  of  Virgin!?,  North  and  South- 
Carolina,  and  into  Georgia. 
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that  rternity  was  diredlly  before  him,  into  which 
he  might  juftly  be  called  the  next  moment.  Then 
he  knew  what  it  was  to  work  for  his  life  for  three  ^ 
months ;  until  on  Auguft  24,  as  he  was  alone  in 
the  field,  it  was  demonftrated  to  his  mind  and 
confcience,  that  he  had  done  his  utinofl  to  make 
himfelf  better,  without  obtaining  any  fuch  thing; 
but  that  he  was  a  guilty  finner  in  the  hands  of  a 
holy  God,  who  had  a  right  to  do  with  him  as  feem- 
ed  good  in  God’s  fight ;  which  he  then  yielded  to, 
and  all  his  objeftions  againft  it  were  filenced.  And 
foon  upon  this  a  way  of  relief  was  opened  to  his 
foul,  which  he  never  had  any  true  idea  of  before, 
wherein  truth  and  juftice  fhine  with  luftre,  in  the 
beftowment  of  free  mercy  and  falvation  upon  ob- 
jefts  who  have  nothing  in  themfelves  but  badnefs. 
And  while  this  divine  glory  engaged  all  his  atten* 
tion,  his  burthen  of  guilt  and  evil  difpofitions  was 
gone,  and  fuch  ideas  and  inclinations  were  im¬ 
planted  in  his  heart  as  were  never  there  before,  but 
which  have  never  been  rooted  out  fince,  though 
often  over-clouded.  Hereupon  he  was  led  to  make 
a  profeflion  of  religion,  in  the  church  where  he 
had  always  attended  worlhip,  and  to  walk  therein  for 
about  two  years.  But  then  their  minifter  obtained 
a  vote  in  the  church,  to  empower  him  to  admit 
communicants  by  a  major  vote,  without  giving 
the  church  fomuch  as  a  written  relation  of  any  in¬ 
ward  change.  It  alfo  appeared  that  the  minifter 
inclined  to  think  that  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper 
was  a  converting  ordinance ;  and  he  difeovered  a 
ftrong  affeftion  for  the  Saybrook  fcheme,  which 
the  church  had  rejected  juft  before  they  fettled 
him.  The  author  therefore  withdrew  from  that 
church,  about  the  time  that  Canterbury  church 
was  robbed  of  their  rights,  in  the  manner  before 

deferibed. 
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defcribed.  He  had  no  expeftation  of  entering 
into  the  work  of  the  miniftiy,  until  September, 
1746  ;  and  the  grounds  he  afted  upon  then  are 
defcribed  in  his  difcourfe,  publifhed  eight  years 
after,  entituled,  ’The  nature  and  necejjity  of  an  in- 
tefnal  call  to  preach  the  goJpeL  The  manner  of  his 
fettling  among  the  people  he  ftill  miniflers  to> 
here  follows. 

V.  In  a  place  called  Titicut,  upon  the  river  be¬ 
tween  Bridgwater  and  Middleborough,  a  powerful 
work  was  wrought,  in  and  after  the  year  1741  >  chief¬ 
ly  by  means  of  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Elieb  Byram ; 
which  moved  the  people  to  petition  for  a  new  pre¬ 
cinct,  in  order  to  fettle  him  as  their  minifter :  But 
the  matter  was  delayed  until  he  v/as  gone  and  fet¬ 
tled  in  New-Jerfey.  And  after  Titicut  precinCt 
was  vonftituted,  in  February,  i743,minifters  refufed 
to  difmifs  the  communicants  therein,  fo  as  to  form 
a  new  church,  left  they  fhould  call  a  minifter  whom 
they  did  not  approve  of.  They  were  thus  denied 
the  rights  which  both  the  laws  of  God  and  man  al¬ 
lowed  them,  until  the  brethren  determined  not  to 
be  reftrained  by  fuch  tyranny  any  Ipnger ,  but  came 
put  and  began  to  worfhip  by  themfelves  on  Decem¬ 
ber  13,  1747.  '  The,  author  was  then  unknown  to 
them,  and  they  to,  him  5  but  by  the  difpof^l  of  Pro- 
yidence  he  ‘was  brought  among  them  the  next  Sa¬ 
turday,  in  company  with  Mr.  Snow,  of  Providence, 
who  ftayed  and  laboured  ten  days  with  remarkable 
efie(fts  j  and  the,  author  was  prevailed^ with  to  tarry 
and  preach  among  them.  And  the  precinft  com¬ 
mittee,  perceiving  tlxat  open  oppofition  would  then 
be  in  vain,  came  and  requefted  him  to  preach  to 
them,  and  to  take  regular  fteps  for  fettlement.  He 
informed  them,  that  he  was  willing  to  ad  regularly 

according  to  the  gofpel,  but  could  npt  fubmit  to 
'  .  -  the 
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the  power  that  minifters  and  parifbes  had  affumed 
over  the  churches>  which  was  contrary  thereto.  Yet 
they  requeued  him,  and  he  confented,  to  preach  to 
them  for  a  while.  Such  a  revival  took  place  as  pro¬ 
duced  the  hopeful  converfion  of  about  twenty  fouls, 
and  the  quickening  of  many  others.  A  church  was 
formed  February  16,  1748,  which  increafed  to 
threefcore  members  in  ten  months.  But  the  op- 
pofite  party  met  in  March,  and  voted  a  large  fum 
of  money  to  finifh  their  meeting-houfe,  and  to  hire 
other  fort  of  preaching,  and  aflefled  it  upon  all  the 
inhabitants.  Therefore  our  focietyj  on  November 
21,  drew  an  addrefs  to  them^  to  remind  them  of 
paft  tranfadions,  and  to  invite  them  into  a  reconci¬ 
liation  ;  or,  if  not,  yet  to  intreat  them  not  to  violate 
the  golden  rule  in  their  dealings  tov/ards  us.  They 
returned  an  anfwer  which  fays,  What  we  demand 
of  you  is  equal  and  right ;  what  you  demand  of  us 
is  evil  and  fmful;  and  hence  we  have  the  golden  rule 
upon  our  fide,  while  you  are  receding  and  depart¬ 
ing  from  it.’'  And  they  went  fo  far  as  to  call  it 
Grofs  ignorance  and  enthufiafm”  for  kny  to  deny 
that  Chriftian  rulers  have  a  right  to  compel  their 
fubjeds  to  receive  and  fupport  orthodox  minifiers. 
And  February  6,  1749,  the  author  was  feized  as  a 
prifoner,  for  Thirteen  Shillings  and  Fourpence  kf- 
feffed  upon  him  in  faid  tax.  But  as  he  refufed  to 
pay  it,  they  after  about  three  hours  confinernt'nt  fet¬ 
tled  it  among  themfelves.  This  was  the  beft  reward 
they  ever  offered  him  for  preaching  two  months  at 
their  requeft.  One  of  his  brethren  was  imprifoh- 
ed  at  Plymouth  for  faid  tax.  But  when  diftrefs  was 
made  upon  another  of  his  heaters,  they  were  profe- 
cuted  therefor,  and  it  was  found  upon  trial  that 
faid  money  was  voted  at  an  illegal  meeting.  They 
therefore  appealed  to  the  Superior  Courti  and  in  the 

mean 
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mean  time,  on  December  14,  1749,  procured  an  aft 
of  the  LegiOature  which  fays,  That  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  meeting  mentioned  in  the  petition  be 
and  they  hereby  are  held  and  deemed  good  and 
valid  in  law,  the  defeft  of  the  notification  for  call¬ 
ing  faid  meeting  notwithftanding/’  And  by  virtue 
of  this  aft  the  cafe  wa^  turned  againft  the  appellee  in 
the  next  trial ;  which  fhews  that  a  worlhip  fupport- 
ed  by  tax,  is  'partiality  eftablifiied  by  law.  In  June 
preceding  a  memorial  againft  it  was  carried  to  the 
Aflembly  at  Bofton,  by  Mr.  John  Paine,  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Peck,  figned  by  a  large  number  of  men  5 
but  it  was  rejefted ;  as  a  like  memorial  alfo  was 
in  1754. 

VI.  As  to  baptifm,  difputes  about  it  were  firft 
brought  into  the  church  inTiticut  in  Auguft,  1749; 
and  a  difagreeable  temper  was  foon  difeovered,  and 
much  heat  in  debates,  for  three  weeks.  And  as  the 
author  was  eflaying,  in  his  fecret  approaches  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  to  give  up  this  cafe  to  God,  a  fud- 
den  conclufion  came  in,  that  the  Baptift  way  is  cer- ' 
tainly  right,  becaufe  nature  fights  fo  againft  it. 
And  he  was  hurried  on  to  preach  it  up  the  next 
day ;  which  caufed  confufion  among  the  hearers, 
and  returned  with  a  horrible  gloom  over  his  own 
mind ;  and  he  was  turned  back  to  his  former  prac¬ 
tice.  Hereupon  a  number  of  the  church  drew  off, 
and  ten  perfons  were  baptized  in  September  by  El¬ 
der  Moulton.  About  three  months  after,  when 
the  heat  of  controverfy  was  abated,  the  queftion  was 
put  to  his  confidence,  in  his  retired  hours.  Where 
is  it,  and  in  what  relation  to  the  church  do  thofe 
ftand,  who  are  baptized,  but  not  converted  ?  He 
could  fee  that  all  the  circumcifed  were  obliged  to 
keep  the  paffover ;  and  had  feen  that  there  was 
no  half-way  in  the  Chriftian  church,  nor  any  warr 
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rant  to  admit  any  to  communion  therein  without  a 
credible  profeffion  of  faving  faith.  No  tongue  can 
tell  the  diftrefs  he  now  felt.  The  negkdt  of  gofpel 
difcipline  a  little  before,  lay  heavy  upon  his  mind; 
and  the  difputes  and  divifions  in  the  church  greatly 
added  to  his  burthen.  And  near  the  clofe  of  1749^ 
a  number  of  people  inEafton  and  Norton  made  fa 
high  a  profeffion  of  being  led  into  believers  bap- 
tifm,  that  no  ordained  minifter  in  the  land  would 
do  to  adminifter  it  to  them.  But  they  met  by  a 
place  of  water,  and  one  would  baptize  another,  and 
then  he  the  next  ^  fo  that  about  twenty  perfons  v/ere 
dipped,  by  four  or  five  adrniniftrators  among  them- 
felves.  Parting  from  their  lawful  wives  and  huf- 
bands,  and  taking  of  others,  immediately  followed  ; 
until  fome  balbard  children  were  born  among  them^, 
with  many  other  abominations.  Could  the  author 
therefore  have  difcovered  any  foundation  for  his 
former  pradlice,  he  would  moft  certainly  have  cout- 
tinned  therein  :  But  all  his  efforts  failing,  he  was 
at  laft  brought  to  the  old  fiandard  $  fo  as  to  leave 
good  men  and  bad  men  out  of  the  queftion^  and  en¬ 
quire,  Jaith  the  fcripture  ?  Hereby  a  fettlement 
was  granted,  and  he  was  baptized  Auguft  22,  1751. 

VII.  The  difficulties  were  become  fo  great  in 
the  church,  that  a  mutual  Council  of  live  churches 
was  called,  Odtober  2  ;  who  after  long  labour 
brought  fixteen  members  to  renew  their  covenant 
to  go  on  together,  and  the  Council  declared  fellow- 
fhip  with  them,  and  cenfured  ail  the  reft,  and  fo- 
lemnly  charged  thofe  fixteen  to  follow  all  the  other 
members  with  labour,  until  they  were  recovered  to 
fellowlhip,  or  cut  off  by  difcipline.  Three  of  the 
fixteen  were  Baptifts,  ^nd  no  hint  was  given  of 
breaking  communion  between  the  two  denomina^ 
The  tiuthor  had  no  objc^lion  then  a<^ainft 

F  ^  '  their 
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their  advice,  but  was  held  back  about  a  month  by 
upward  difcouragements.  But  getting  relief  there 
from,  he  came  forward,  and  was  freely  received  ir. 
his  office  by  all  but  two  of  thofe  brethren  ;  and  f  !tcy 
refufed  to  receive  him,  unlefs  he  would  baptize  in¬ 
fants.  A  clofe  labour  was  hereby  brought  on,  and 
it  was  moll  fully  declared,  that  we  meant  to  give  free 
liberty  to  every  one  to  aft  according  to  his-  con- 
fcience  in  that  refpeft ;  but  to  require  a  man  to  ad- 
minifter  an  ordinance  in  the  name  of  God,  which 
he  faw  no  command  for,  was  requiring  him  to  wrong 
his  own  confcience,tofatisfy  others.  Yet  thofe  two 
brethren,  who  had  lately  renewed  their  covenant, 
refufed  to  walk  with  their  elder,  or  with  thofe  who 
received  him,  unlefs  he  would  fprinkle  infants. 
For  this  fchifm  in  the  body  they  were  cenfufed ;  and, 
after  ten  months  labours,  were  excommunicated. 
In  the  midfl:  of  which  time  five  Baptifts  were  cen- 
fured  for  refufing  to  commune  with  this  body. 
Thofe  two  were  no  fooner  calt  out  than  they  fent 
for  three  of  the  churches  who  were  of  the  former 
Council,  who  met  here  November  i,  175a,  and 
fully  juftified  them,  and  cenfured  all  who  had  afted 
againft  them,  and  declared  that  unlefs  they  mani- 
fefted  repentance  therefor,  they  muft  mark  and  avoid 
them.  Strangers  cannot  conceive  how  unaccount¬ 
able  it  appeared,  for  eminent  fathers  thus  to  treat 
their  children  this  year,  for  afting  according  to  their 
own  folemn  charge  the  year  before.  It  alarmed 
the  Baptifts  in  general,  and  our  elders  Sprague, 
Babcock  and  Worden,  being  fent  for,  met  here  in 
Council  January  31,  1753  ;  and,  in  conjunftion 
with  many  of  both  denominations  that  came,  they 
appointed  a  general  meeting  of  thefe  churches,  and 
fent  out  citations  therefor.  In  anfwer  to  which 
twenty-feven  churches  mec  {tt'Bxeter,  May  23,  and 
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were  revoked,  and  fellowfhip  was  ^^Siry 

with  this  church.  But 

and  Plainheld  refufed  to  come  to  the  Exeter  m 
inc,  or  to  concur  with  thefe  fubfequent  ads.  t  or 
ih^s  Elder  Babcock  refufed  to  ad  with  Elder 
in  an  ordination  at  Stonington,  May  ^9’ 
though  he  did  not  then  give  hi* 

And^ecaufe  he  afterwards  gave  them  to  tltat 

church  and  they  fent  to  Canterbury  ^  -nh- 

into  the  matter,  a  procefs 

Babcoqk  as  a  tranfgreffor,  for  laying  m  p 
againft  his  brethren  to  another  <^burch  than  the^r 

own  This 

“kmnTa  ‘inersl  meeting  at  Stonington  May  09. 
17  <4.,  tafearch  into  thefe  matters,  that  the  church  . 
St  come  into  a  gofpel  lettlement.  Elders  and 

brethren  from  forty  churches  then  ^ 

twenty-four  in  Connedicut,  eight  in  the  Awahachu- 
fetts,  feven  in  Rhode-Ifland,  and  one  on  Long- 
Ifland.  After  long  and  tedious 
tion  was  put  to  every  member  of  the  confeience 
whether  any  juft  caufe  of  offence  tyas  giv^ 
.Baptifts  in  the  refult  at  Middlebprough  Novegi- 
ber  I,  17 C2?  Thirty-teven  laid  nay;  tlurty-^ve 
laid  yea,  and  feven  chofe  to  be  filent  about , it.  Ani 
after  hard  attempts  to  caft  the  lalame  of  the  breaui 
upon  the  Baptifts,  and  manifcfting  a  wiUipgncxs  to 
commune  with  Chriftians  who  wanted  light  tor  lu  - 
fan!  baptifm,  Mr.  Paine  and  fundry  others 
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fch  f  to  have 

th°e  naoer  wh  ^1.  '.."jT-*!!'’'  *'  of 

Ifland^rn  rM  ^  from  Long- 

ftated  Stonington,  Eli/ha  h!a 

VTTT  words,  viz. 

11,  “  A  HOLDS  out  his  princinles  t 

""a  Tr’fh'*"  df 

bantirp  ^il  ’  go  10  any  church,  and 

if  thev  will  f  ^  baptized  in  infancy, 

tjtiey  will  declare  they  were  diflatisfied  with  their 

infant  bapnfm.  B  holds  out  his  principles  and 

ceclares  that  he  will  adminifter  bapt-ifm  to^all  adult 

behevers  and  thfcir  infant  feed,  and  that  he  doth 

It  m  the  name  of  the  Trinity,  in  obedience  of  a 

divine  precept.  Now  the  queftion  is,  be  tLfe 

two  perfons  agreed  in  their  principles  .?  or  will 

tk?^^f\her^''‘Tr  '^^tween  their  prac- 

tirincinl^  ?^^''^'^’^  according  to  their  proftfTed 
^  f  indifference  for  a 

paftor  of  a  church  to  fay,  he  baptizes  an  infant  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft  J" 

ther^^T  ^  precept  ?  My  dear  bro- 

rK  ’<r  teconcile  the  above  principles,  in 

he  elRntial  parts  thereof,  you  will  remove  all  the 

bats  and  difputes:  But  if  there  be  an 
Ifential  difference  in  the  above  articles,  and  con- 
fequently  in  the  praftice  on  them,  then  there  is 
n  Achan  in  the  Camp;  and  no  marvel  that  Ifracl 
hath,  in  all  reformations,  been  troubled  therewith. 
Either  B  fins  m  making  infants  the  fubjedts  of 
baptifm,  or  A  in  cutting  them  off.  Now  it  is 
clear  to  me,  that  infants  were  once  the  fubjefts  to 
be  fealed  with  the  feal  of  Abraham’s  fajth;  there- 
fore.  It  I  allow  a  perfon  to  have  Abraham’s  faith, 
l.muft  fhew  that  God  hath  forbid  the  feal  to  be 
flit  to  their  feed,  or  clfe  forbid  it  in  my  own  name , 

for 
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for  there  i3  but  one  covenant  of  grace,  ahd  that 
had  Abraham’s  feed  in  it.  Now  if  we  allow  a 
perfon  to  have  Abraham’s  faith,  why  not  his  pri¬ 
vilege  ?  I  pray  God  to  pinch  Up  our  minds,  until 
the  troubler  be  found ;  foi-  it  is  not  a  divifion  be¬ 
tween  Pedo  andAntipedobaptifls,  but  promifcuoufly 
runs  through  the  body  of  Chriftians,  and  will  rend 
all  cords  of  union  between  the  dear  lambs  of  God 
but  what  are  made  by  human  and  party  bands. 
Oh!  my  dear  brethren!  if  God  Jiath  cut  off,  in¬ 
fants,  by  forbidding  water  to  be  put  on  them,  let 
us  never  tolerate  the  praftice  of  putting  it  on  j  but 

if  not,  let  none  dare  to  forbid  it>  but  do  it  in  pro¬ 
per  office  and  time.” 

Tnusfpakethat  eminent  father  of thefe  churches; 
though  the  author  then  knew  nothing  of  it,  and 
never  faw  him  nor  his  brother  after  that  meetinc^*. 
A  ftrong  perftmfion  was  ftill  held  by  many,  that 

a  right  temper  was  in  exercifcj  Chriftians  might 
and  ought  to  commune  together,  although  of  dif¬ 
ferent  judgments  about  baptifrn.  The  aifthor  and 
his  church  laboured  earneftly  to  go  on  in  that  way ; 
b^  when  fome  pious  members  mlnifefted  a  belief 
of  duty  to  be  buried  in  baptifrn,  others  refufed  to 
go  to  the  water  to  fee  it  done,  becaufe,  in  their 
view,  they  were  already  baptized^  and  to  repeat 
It  would  be  taking  the  facred  name  in  vain.  And 
when  an  elder  came  and  fprinkled  fome  infants, 
the  Baptifts  felt  a  like  difficulty,  though  they  did 
not  leave  the  meeting  where  it  was  done.  Beino 
unwilling  to  part,  attempts  were  made  to  convince 
each  other,  which  led  into  warm  debates ;  to  avoid 
w  lie  ,  at  the  next  meetings  each  one  was  afraid 

to 


*  Mr.  Solomon  Paine  died,  after  a  Ihort  illnefs,  Oftoher  2f 
•  T54  >  «  Mr.  Stevens  slfo  did  November  13  17  tc  The^ 
were  pnndipal  leaders  among  thofe  churches.  ^  ^ 
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to  mention  the  fubjeft,  left  It  ftiould  caufe  dift 

pute%.  Thus  edification,  the  great  end  of  Chrif- 

tian  focicty,  was  marred  inftead  of  being  promoted, 

1^  that  which  is  called  large  communion.  It  was 

fb  far  from  anfweringto  that  name,  that,  with  their 

utmolt  endeavours,  the  author  and  his  brethren 

could  never  arrive  at  communion  in  the  ordinance 

of  the  flipper,  from  September,  17  54?  ^he  end 

of  1755.  To  be  unfettled  in  religious  matters 

was  very  difagreeabie  to  the  author ;  but  he  could 

not  avoid  a  frefh  learch  into  the  cafufe  of  thefe  dif- 

>• 

ficulties. 

The  arguments  of  the  beloved  Bunyan,  for  a 
free  communion  with  all  faints,  had  before  ap¬ 
peared  conclufive  to  him  and  others  ^  but  a  review 
of  them  difeovered  his  miftakes.  One  argument 
is,  that  plain  laws  of  old  were  fometimes  difpenfed 
with ;  as  circumcifion  was  omitted  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  j  David  eat  of  the  fhew-bread  that  was  not 
lavTul  for  him,  and  the  people  in  Hezeklah  s  time 
eat  of  the  paffb<^er,  otherwife  than  it  was  written. 
But  it  was  found  upon  fearch,  that  each  of  thefe 
were  extraordinary  cafes,  which  were  not  repeat¬ 
ed  ;  and'  therefore  could  afford  no  plea  for  dif- 
penfing  with  rule  at  ordinary  times.  And  as  tc 
Bunyan*s  capital  argument,  Vv^hich  is,  God  hath 
received  theniy  therefore  "vve  ought  to ;  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  his  example  is  often  inimitable  oj 
US;  but  as  far  as  it  is  imitable,  it  is  always  in  tk 
truth.  Hence  truth  is*  never  to  be  violated  for  an) 
one,  no,  not  to  fave  natural  life,  which  all  lawfu 
means  ftiould'  be  uied  to  preferve.  And  trut 
fo  clearly  requires  baptifm  before  the  flipper,  tha 
Pedobaptifts  do  never  come  to  the  table  wid 
any  but  fuch  as  are  baptized  in  their  efteem.  ^ei 

ther  could  we  underftandingly  aft  in  being  buriec 
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in  baptifm,  until  we  were  convinced  that  what 
was  done  to  us  in  infancy  was  nor  gofpel  baptilm  ; 
therefore  to  commune  at  the  Lord^s  table  with  any 
who  were  only  fprinkled  in  infancy,  is  parting 
with  truth,  by  praaically  faying  th«y  are  baptized, 
when  we  do  not  believe  they  are.  I  fince  firjd 
that  the  learned  and  pious  Dr.  Watts  allows  this 
argument  to  be  juft*,  though  many  ftili  wrangle 

againft  it.  ,  ,  .  .  , 

IX.  A  NUMBER  of  brethren  being  convinced 

that  though  freedom  towards  all  men  ought  to  be 
ftiown,  as  far  as  it  can  be  in  the  truth,  yet  that 
truth  limits  church  communion  to  believers  bap¬ 
tized  upon  a  profeflion  of  their  own  faith,  confti- 
tuted  a  church  at  Middleborough,  in  this  way,  on 
January  a6,  1756  ;  and,  by  aOlftance  from  Bofton 
and  Rehoboth,  the  author  was  inftalled  their  pai- 
tor  the  2,3d  of  July  following.  _  Having  in  the 
mean  time  publiihed  a  difcourfe  from  Gal.  iv.  31, 
to  ftiew  that  Abraham’s  firftfontiiatwascircunicif- 
ed  was  th.t/onof  the  bond-woman,  an  emblem  of  the 
national  church  of  the  Jews  ;  in  diftin'clion  ffcna 
reo-enerate  fouls,  the  Jpritual  feed  of  Abraham,  of 
w&im  the  Chriftian  church  was  conftitutetl ;  inm 
which  neither  natural  birth,  nor  the  doings  of 
others,  can  rightly  bring  any  one  foul,  without 
their  own  confent.  Upon  thefe  principles  was  the 
firft  Baptift  church  in  Plymouth  county  then  found¬ 
ed  ;  it  being  the  firft  of  this  perfuafion,  in  an  extent 
of  country  above  an  hundred  miles  long,  from  Bel¬ 
lingham  to  the  end  of  Cape-Cod,  and  near  fifty 
miles  wide,  betwixt  Bofton  and  Rehoboth,  where¬ 
in  are  now  feventeen  churches. 

Men  who  regard  carnal  eafe,  or  temporal  honor 
and  intereft,  more  than  trutli,  cannot  be  pleafed 

with 

*  Rational  fovndatioa  ef  the  Chriftiaii  c'nufch,  p.  189,  260. 
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with  the  foregoing  account  of  things  ;  but  then- 

wT  the  'V  contemptible,  when  compar- 
with  the  divine  favour  or  difpleafure.  Younc. 

Chriftians  who  highly  regard  God’s  favour  and  fea'r 

IS  rowns,  yet*  are  far  from  beang  aware  of  how 

neary  truth  and  error  may  be  blended  in  honefr 

nmnds ;  and  nothing  can  teach  them  the  nature  and 

eltedts  thereof  like  experience.  The  Spirit  of  Truth 

taught  Peter  that  Jefus  was  the  Chrift  the  Son  of 

the  living  God :  But  Peter  was  greatly  miftaken, 

in  concluding  from  thence  that  he  had  inherent 

Itrength  enough  to  die  for  his  Saviour.  On  the 

day  of  Pentecoft  he  and  others  received  vaftly 

■  ftrength  ^  yet  how  much  were  they 

lull  millaken  in  fuppoCng  that  all  who  were  con¬ 
verted  to  Chriftianity  muft  be  Circumcifed  ?  And 
though  a  new  vifion  from  heaven  taught  Peter  to 
go  free^  to  the  Gentiles,  yet  what  dijfimulation  was 
he  and  Barnabas  afterwards  infnared  in  about  thofe 
matters  !  Gal.  ii.  n— — Great  care  is  ever  to 
be  taken,  not  to  condemn  any  thing  but  what  is 
really  evil,  nor  to  expofe  what  is  fo  unneceflarily. 
If  the  author  has  done  either  in  the  precedino’  nar¬ 
rative,  he  defires  to  lie  open  to  conviftion.  It  is 
drawn  from^  a  large  number  of  original  papers  and 
records,  which  any  who  defire  it  are  welcome  to  fee. 
His  experience  in  thefe  affairs  has  very  fenfibly 
taught  him,  that  rniftaken  conclufions  are  often, 
drawn  from  good  premifes ;  and  alfo,  that  wrong 
judgments  are  the  natural  effe<^l  of  erroneous  prin¬ 
ciples.  In  particular  that  truth  is  not  to  be  em¬ 
braced  only  becaufe  nature  fights  againft  it,  nor  re- 
jedled  becaufe  bad  men  have  profelfed  it,  or  good 
men  have  fought  againft  it.  Alfo  that  the  holding 
of  internal  union  as  the  rule  of  church  communion, 
naturally  l?ad§  tQ  th?  C^rifujrijig  qf  brethren  of  both 
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denominations,  if  they  refufe  to  ac^  according  to 
that  rule,  which  is  making  our  afFeftion  to  creatures 
the  ftandard  indead  of  tlie  revealed  will  of  God. 
Likewife  to  cenfure  ferious  Chriftians,  becaufe  of 
difference  in  opinion  about  worfhip,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  they  were  guilty  of  a  plain  breach  of 
moral  precept,  is  doubtlefs  erroneous.  In  a  word* 
truth  is  to  be  received  and  held  for  its  own  fake* 
and  not  upon  any  exterior  motives ;  and  it  is  never 
to  be  violated  or  forfaken  for  any  confideration 
whatfoever. 


CHAP.  XII. 

I.  Divifions  among  the  Learned.  2. 
Orthodoxy  attacked,  under  the 
Name  of  Bigotry  and  Tyranny. 
3.  Wallingford  Ordination.  4. 
Remarks  thereon.  5.  Other  Di- 
vilions  in  Connedlicut.  6.  The 

like  in  the  Maflachufetts.  7.  May- 

hew  and  Cleaveland’s  Controverfy. 
8.  Arminianifm  expofed. 

I.T  ITTLEdo  men  know  of  thenifelves^  un- 
i  V  til  they  are  tried  ;  and  as  little  do  they  know 
of  the  defigns  of  the  Moft  High,  when  he  is  trying 
of  them.  When  Mr.  Devenportjudged  Mr.  Noyes 
to  be  unconverted,  an  ample  teftimony  was  piiblijOh'" 
ed  in  his  favour,  by  Prefident  Clap,  and  others^. 

G  g  But 

•  Chauncy’s  thoughts,  p.  158 — 16 1. 
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But  the  fame  man  was  judged  to  be  heterodox,  by 
the  fame  Prelldent,  eight  or  nine  years  after ;  and 
then  himfelf  went  to  the  fame  Separate  meeting  that 
he  had  cenfured  others  for  going  to.  And  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  Yale  college,  No¬ 
vember  21,  175 1>  it  was  refolved  that  no  member 
bf  the  Corporation,  nor  officer  of  inftruftion  there¬ 
in,  ffiould  hereafter  be  admitted,  until  he  had  given 
his  explicit  confent  to  their  ancient  forms  of  ortho¬ 
doxy,  and  renounced  all  oppofite  principles.  And 
that  as  this  was  a  known  condition  of  their  admif 
fion,  if  any  of  them  ffiould  afterwards  embrace  a 
contrary  fyftem,  common  honefty  would  oblige 
them  to  own  it,  and  to  refign  their  places.  It^vas 
likewife  refolved,  that  if  any  of  their  members  or 
officers  ffiould  be  fufpefted  of  heterodoxy,  he  ffiould 
be  brought  upon  examination  before  faid  Corpo¬ 
ration^.  In  1753  an  aft  of  their  Legiflature  Avas 
procured,  to  eftabliffi  a  profeflbrffiip  of  divinity  in 
the  college ;  which  terminated  in  fetting  up  worffiip 
on  the  Lord’s  days,  and  the  gathering  of  a  church 
therein.  A  great  noife,  in  print  and  otherwife, 
was  made  about  thefe  proceedings ;  which  had  fo 
much  influence  about  this  time,  as  to  cut  off  an 
annual  grant  of  an  Hundred  Pounds  from  the 
government  to  the  Prefident,  which  has  not  been 
rellored  fince.  Much  pains  v/ere  taken,  by  him 
and  others,  to  prove  that  none  but  orthodox  mini- 
fters  ought  ever  to  be  clefted  as  members  of  the 
college  Corporation. 

II.  In  the  mean  time,  contentions  about  biffiop 
rics,  among  Preffiyterian  miniflers,  turned  many 
over  to  Epifcopacy*;  and  very  tedious  controver- 
lies  were  carried  on,  about  the  validity  of  Pref- 
byterian  ordination,  and  other  points  connefted 

therewith  > 

f  Clap’s  hillojy  cf  Yale  p.  i4> 
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therewith.  So  nntich  fmoke  and  duft  was  raifed 
hereby,  as  opened  a  pleafing  profpeft  to  a  number 
Qp  the  ancient  plan  of*  orthodoxy,  under 

the  name  of  bigotry  and  tyranny ;  which  faid  thej 
^‘'  Degrades  men  from  their  piftrank,  into  the  clafs 
of  brutes.  It  damps  their  fpirits.  It  fupprefles 
arts.  It  extinguilhes  every  fpark  of  noble  ardour 
and  generofity  in  the  breads  of  thole  who  aie  enflav- 
ed  by  it."  •  -"There  are  virtuous  and  candid  riien  in 
all  feds ;  all  Inch  are  to  be  elteemed :  There  are 
alfo  vicious  men  and  Figots  in  all  fcfts ;  all  fuch 
ought  to  be  de/pifed*."  And  the  writer  of  this  be¬ 
came,  for  fixteen  years,  the  mod  popular  author  in 
New-England.  He  got  lb  far  in  five  years,  as  to 
infinuate  that  the  doftrine  of  three  eternal  perfons 
in  the  Godhead  came  from  the  Pope  or  a  General 
Council,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt.  And  he  aflerted,  “  That  the  fcriptnie 
teaches  no  fuch  doclrine  as  that  of  God’s  imputing 
the  perfeft  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  finners  for  jul- 
tification  J.”  Four  fenior  miniilers  of  Bofton  joined 
upon  this  occafion  in  publilhing  a  teftiiriony  for 
tiie  effential  and  eternal  deity  of  our  Saviour,  and 
in  expreffing  their  grief  at  what  had  lately  been 
publifhed  againlt  it ;  but  as  they  did  not  mention 
his  name,  he  let  it  pafs  with  contempt.  But  his 
party  in  Connecticut  foon  after  could  not  help  dif- 
covering  the.mfelves  verv  plainly. 

III.  t  HE  Baptift  meeting  at  Waiiingford 
removed  twenty  miles,  to  Southington,  four  years 
before  Mr.  Whittlefey  died,  in  1756.  Yet  in 
two  years,  among  twenty  candidates  whom  they 
tried,  they  could  not  agree  in  the  fettlement  of 
rniniiler  in  that  pariih.  Therefore  on  April  e6, 

1758, 

*  Preface  to  Mayhev/s  myftery  of  Charleses  martyrdom,  1750. 

t  His  feraons,  1755,  p,  147,  417,  41^. 
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1758,  four  miniftcrs  advifed  them  to  fend  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  for  a  candidate}  in  compliance  wherewith 
a  man  came,  highly  recommended,  from  thence. 
And  in  June  they  gave  him  a  call  to  fettle,  with 
an  offer  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds  fettlernent,  and 
a  falary  of  Eighty  Pounds  the  firft  year.  Ninety  the 
fecond,  and  an  Hundred  a  year  ever  after,  as  lono- 
as  he  continued  their  miniffer.  This  call  he  car° 
tied  to  Cambridge,  where  he  was  advifed  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  it;  and  he  returned  and  publifhed  his  ac- 
ceptance  thereof,  and  his  ordination  was  appointed 
to  be  on  Odtober  1 1 .  And  now  we  are  to  fee  more 
of  what  their  Saybrook  platform  is.  Like  civil 
_^ourts,  it  does  not  hinder  perfbns  and  focieties 
.from  voluntary  agreements  among  themfelves, 
where  there  is  no  oppofition  ;  but  when  conten¬ 
tions  break  out,  it  was  dcfigned  as  a  known  and 
fixed  tribunal,  within  each  circuit,  fo  that  no 
party  might  have  “  Liberty  to  choofe  their  own 
Council  where  they  pleafcd  as  Dr.  Cotton  Ma¬ 
ther  declares,  who  well  underftood  it*.  Yet  in 
this  cafe,  though  much  oppofition  arofe  againft 
faid  candidate,  before  his  ordination  was  appointed, 
his  party  fent  for  feveral  minifters  out  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts,  for  one  out  of  the  county  of  Hartford, 
as  well  as  for  fuch  as  fuited  them  in  their  own  coun¬ 
ty,  to  be  the  ordaining  Council  §.  Before  their 
call  was  given,  a  Juflice  of  the  Peace,  who  was  a 
father  in  that  church,  went  to  talk  with  their  can¬ 
didate  about  his  doftrine ;  but  was  anfwered  in  a 
fhort  and  angry  manner ;  and  the  candidate  faid. 
He  was  too  young  to  be  examined ;  and  if  there 
were  any  objeftions  againft  what  he  had  del?vered 
in  preaching,  he  would  anfwer  them  before  the 
ibrdaining  Council.”  To  this  teftimony  the  Juftice 

has 
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has  figned  his  name.  Two  others  of  the  fociety 
alio  certify,  that  they  waited  upon  him  fome  time 
before  his  fettlement  and  falary  were  voted,  to 
obtain  fatisfaftion  about  his  principles ;  And 
particularly  defired  him  to  let  them  know  his 
fentirnents  with  regard  to  original  fin,  and  the 
faints  perfeverance ;  the  power  of  free-will,  and 
falling  from  graced’  but  herefufed  to  tell  tliernf. 
Therefore  the  Confociation  was  convened  at 
Wallingford,  the  day  before  the  time  appointed 
for  his  ordination,  to  hear  and  a£l  upon  a  com  ¬ 
plaint  exhibited  againft  faid  candidate  ;  but  he  and 
his  party  protefled  againft  their  meeting  at  that 
time,  and  refufed  to  be  tried  by  them.  And  a 
minifter  from  Hingham,  in  the  Maffachufetts,  and 
fix  more  of  thofe  who  were  fent  for,  form.ed  them- 
felveS  into  a  Council,  and  went  into  their  meeting- 
houfe,  and  heard  the'  candidate  for  ordination  vin¬ 
dicate  himfelf,  before  judges  that  his  accufers' re¬ 
fufed  to  be  tried  by.  Though  while  they  were 
there,  they  received  a  paper,  figned  by  ninety-live 
inhabitants  of  that  parifh,  who  were  in  polfelfion 
of  about  half  the  fi-echold  eftate  therein,"^  defiring 
them  not  to  proceed  in  the  ordination.  With 
this  paper  came  a  meflage  from  their  Confociation, 
warning  and  befeeching  them  not  then  to  proceed  : 
Yet  in  the  face  of  all  this,  thofe  miniflers  went  on 
and  ordained  laid  candidate,  as  the  pallor  of  that 
pgrilh.  Such  an  inftance  was  never  before  known 
in  this  land ;  therefore  their  Confociation  adjourned, 
and  called  in  the  fouthern  Confociation  of  Hartford 
county  to  aft  with  them  in  the  affair.  Sut  ail  their 
united  efforts  could  not  bring  faid  party  to  fubmit 
to  a  trial  before  them  j  therefore,  at  their  meeting 
pf  April  3,  i759>  fentence  of  non-comiTiunioa 

'  was 
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was  pafTed  againft  the  minifter  fo  ordained  in  the 
firft  fociety  in  Wallingford,  and  againft  the  mem¬ 
bers  who  fhould  continue  with  him.  And  the  mi- 
nifters  of  that  county  who  afted  in  that  ordination 
were  declared  to  be  dijorderly  ferjons^^  unworthy  to 
fit  in  any  of  their  Councils,  until  they  gave  fads- 
fa&ion  for  that  offence  ^  and  thefe  were  Jofeph 
Noyes,  Ifaac  Stiles,  and  Chauncy  Whittlefey  of 
New-Haven,  Sanauel  Whittlefey  of  Milford,  Theo- 
philus  Hall  of  Meriden,  and  Jonathan  Todd  of 
Eaft-Guiiford  ‘^.  The  laft  of  thefe,  v/ith  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hart  of  Saybrook  (who  collefted  many  ftories 
againft  the  New-Lightsf)  wrote  in  favour  of  that 
brdination ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Eells  and  Mr.  Noah 
Hobart  wrote  againft  it.  Two  of  thefe  dijorderly 
minifters  were  fons  to  the  former  minifter  of  Wal¬ 
lingford,  and  the  fecond  of  them  was  the  tutor  for 
whofe  fake  David  Brainard  was  expelled  the  col¬ 
lege  :  And  his  father  was  Moderator  of  the  Con- 
fociation  that  depofed  Mr.  Timothy  Allen  from  his 
paftoral  office,  at  a  meeting  which  was  not  call¬ 
ed  for  that  endijr.  Mr.  Robbins  was  now  one  of 
their  judges,  in  an  affair  which  affords  many  ufe- 
ful  leffons. 

IV.  Here  '  we  may  fee  how  self  can  blind  the 
children  of  men.  The  feene  of  thefe  aftions  was 
in  the  fame  town,  ffpm  whence  all  their  aftings 
againft  him  originated.  He  only  preached  thefe 
occafionally  ^  they  fettled  a  minifter  in  the  pari Ih. 
He  afted  againft  the  requeft  of  two  minifters,  and 
forty-two  inhabitants  y  they  againft  the  Confoci- 
ation^f  the  county,  and  ninety-five  inhabitants. 
In  the  firft  cafe  the  Saybrook  platform  was  fairly 
renounced,^  and  the  oracles  of  God  received  in 

its 

^  Eells,  p.  32 — 48. 
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its  ftead  ;  in  the  other,  thofe  ininifters  only  prO' 
tefted  againft  the  meeting  upon  it,  at  that  time*  j 
but  intended  to  aft  upon  it  themfelves  afterwards, 
when  a  “  Smart  young  gentleman  from  Cam¬ 
bridge”  Ihould  have  efFeded  an  agreeable  change 
among  them  Robbins’s  plea  for  liberty  of  coh- 
fcience  was  rejefted,  and  his  confeflions  alfo ;  be- 
caufe,  fay  they,  “  The  Council  at  Guilford  did  not 
fit  to  make  a  number  of  new  lawSy  by  virtue  of 
fome  legyflative  power  in  themfelves,  but  fat  to  en¬ 
quire  what  were  the  laws  of  Clirift.  He  omits  to 
tell  the  world,  that  the  Affociation  enquired  of 
him,  whether,  in  his  third  confefllon,  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  tranfgreffion  of  any  law  of  God.  in  any 
refpeft,  and  that  he  declared  to  them  he  did  not. 
Would  any  one  exped  that  the  Affociation  would 
ht  to  hear  one  flam  after  another  §!”  But  now 
what  terrible  invafions  are  made  upon  their  rights 
and  liberties !  Firft  it  is  faid,  “  The  complainants 
were  their  own  members,  and  have  no  right  by 
the  conftitution  to  call  a  Confociation  to  fit  in 
judgment  upon  them,  and  exercife  jurifdidion 
over  them.  They  are  a  Congregational  church, 
having  power  of  church  difcipline  within  them¬ 
felves  ;  and  the  conftitution  fecures  them  in  the 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  Congregational  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  did  not  fubjed  them  to  the  profecu- 
tion  of  their  own  members.”  And  fays  their  ad¬ 
vocate,  “  It  always  appeared  to  me  a  thing  not 
only  unprecedented  and  unconflitutional,  but  cruelty 
to  advife  the  Moderator  to  call  the  Confociation 
upon  a  complaint  againft  the  church,  without  let¬ 
ting 

•  Todd,  p.  2;.  J  Todd,  p.  4.  Edls,  p.  ta.  . 

§  Their  anfwer  to  Robbins,  p.  8,  9. 

f  How  cruel  then  were  they,  in  all  their  proceedings,  againft 
tbe  minifter  of  Branford  f 
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ting  the  church  know  that  any  complaint  was  ex¬ 
hibited  againft  them,  or  giving  them  opportunity 
to  fliew,  if  they  were  able,  that  there  was  no  oc- 
cafion  therefor.”  And  he  infinuates  that  the  love 
of  money  had  fome  influence  in  raifing  oppofition 
againft  that  ordination]].  At  the  fame  time  Mr. 
Hart  (his  fecond  in  this  affair)  has  recourfe  to 
the  laws  of  England,  about  the  induSfion  of  mini- 
fters  into  profitable  livings,  to  vindicate  their  or- 
dination  of  faid  teacher  at  Wallingford;  which 
word  indudlion  had  been  made  ufe  of  by  Epifco- 
paliars,  in  the  Colony  of  New-York,  to  rob  Pref- 
byterians  of  their  rights*  ;  becaufe  it  was  faid  in 
'  the  Conlbciation,  “  The  conftitution  is  in  danger 
of  being  overftr,  but  it  is  better  that  the  Anni- 
nians  do  it  than  we they  faid,  “  It  certainly 
rnuft  be  a  very  wicked  thing,  to  dub  men  here¬ 
tics,  brand  them  with  ill  names,  and  afcribe  to 
them  jjrinciples  that  they  dilclaim,  only  to  compafs 
fome  particular  defigns:j:.”  But  one  of  their  moft 
knowing  and  candid  minifters  alTures  us,  that  he 
never  heard  any  of  them  fo  fpoken,  of  ft  nee,  who 
had  not  the  fame  character  beforef.  And  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  all  their  proceedings  againft  Mr.  Robbins 
were  upon  the  complaints  of  a  fmall  party,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  minds  of  a  large  majority,  bot.h  of 
his  church  and  congregation.  And  thofc  attempts 
were  to  root  out  a  minifter  who  was  well  fettled ; 
thefe  were  to  fettle  one  who  had  preached  in  the 
place  but  a  few  weeks  before  he  received  his  call, 
when  the  oppofition  openly  appeared.  From  all 
which  we  learn,  that  what  they  call  free-will  pow¬ 
er,  is  a  power  to  conform  to’or  difpenfe  wdth  rule, 
divine  or  human,  as  they  judge  beft,  and  to  plead 

^  .  liberty 

■  II  Todd,  p.  9,  14,  26. 

*  Hobart,  p.  31.  I  Todd,  p.  72. 
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liberty  of  confcience  for  fo  doing.  Yea,  a  liberty 
to  brand  diirenters  from  their  judgments  with  a5 
many  ill  names  as  they  pleafe,  but  to  deny  that; 
liberty  to  others  concerning  chemfelves.  From 
hence  we  alfo  learn,  that  th.eir  Confociation  power 
over  the  churches,  inilead  of  preventing,  caujetb 
diviftms  and  offences^  contrary  to  the  doftrine  of 
Chnil.  It  now  caufed  a  divifion  in  Wallingford, 
and  chofe  who  adhered  to  the  ancient  faith  of  their 
churches  were  forced  to  draw  off,  and' form  another 
church,  and  fettle  another  minhler;  and  the  fecu-^ 
lar  arm,  from  whence  their  Confociation  powex^ 
was  derived  and  is  fupported,  upholds  faid  mi- 
nifler  in  that  place,  and  has  called  him  to  preacH 
an  eleftion  Icrmon  at  Hartford,  whofe  name  and 
title  now  is  James  Dana,  D.  D, 

V.  These  remarks  are  greatly  confirmed  by 
fucceeding  events.  Sandeman’s  letters  on  Therori 
and  Afpafio  came  out  in  1758,  which  give  thofe* 
teachers  a  moll  fevere  lafhing  who  point  their 
hearers  to  fomething  good  in  themfelves,  for  en¬ 
couragement,  indead  of  Chrift’s  finifhed  atone¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Ebenezer  V/hite,  of  Danbury,  rea¬ 
dily  adopted  thefe  fentiments,  and  mod  of  his  hear¬ 
ers  alfo;  but  a  minor  part  of  them  were  fo  much 
difplcafed  therewith,  as  to  enter  a  complaint- 
againd  him  to  the  eadern  Aflbeiation  of  Fairfield 
county.  Upon  hearing  of  which,  he  and  a  large 
majority  of  his  church  met  June  28,  1763,  and 
renounced  the  Saybrook  platform  ;  though  they 
did  not  withdraw  their  fellowfhip  from  the  churches 
that  were  under  it.  In  Augud  the  Confociation 
in  that  circuit  met  at  Danbury,  and  vicv^ing  the 
cafe  to  be  difficult,  they  adjourned,  and  called  iu 
the  weftern  Confociation  of  that  county,  to  adlwith 
them.  After  much  labour^  at  their  iiiecting  of 

H  h  .  .  .  March 
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-March  27,  1764,  they  rejeAed  Mr.  White  and 
the  rhajority  of  his  church,  as  men  who  had  fepa- 
rated  from  their  conftitucion  j  and  owned  the  mi¬ 
nority  who  adhered  to  it  as  the  firft  church  and  fo- 
ciety  in  Danbury,  declaring  that  they  were  re- 
leafed  from  all  obligations  to  Mr.  White  as  their 
.minifter,  and  that  the  Confociation  could  not  re¬ 
commend  him  as  fuch  to  any  other  people,  until  he 
gave  then!  fatisfadlion.  But  this  lall  claufe  was  pro- 
tefted  againll  as  unreafonably  fevere,  by  five  mini- 
fters  of  their  number*.  Mr.  Izrahiah  Wetmore  was 
one  of  them,  who  in  an  election  fermon  at  Hart¬ 
ford  nine  years  after  gave  an  explicit  teftimo- 
ny  againft  any  attempts  to  eftablifh  the  church 
.of  Chrift  by  human  laws.  Another  of  them  was 
Mr.  D  avid  Judfon,  of  Newtown^  who  in  1770  re¬ 
nounced  the  Saybrook  fcheme,  as  his  church  alfo 
did  in  1773  ;  and  feveral  meetings  of  the  Confocia¬ 
tion  were  called  upon  it,  and  pamphlets  were  pub- 
•lilhed  againft  them  by  Mr.  Judfon,  and  for  them 
by  Mr.  Robert  Rofsf. 

VI.  If  w^e  again  turn  our  eyes  to  Bofton,  the 
l^me  temper  prefents  itfelf  to  view.  The  Separate 
•fociety,  that  began  there  in  1742,  growing  fmall, 
difmiffed  their  minifter,  and  diftblved  their  fociety ; 
and  a  parifh  upon  Cafeo-Bay  called  and  fettled  him 

as 

^  White’s  narrative,  p.  22,  23. 

4  In  1762  Mr.  Rofs  publilhed  a  laboured  piece  at  New-Ha- 
ven,  againft  the  Baptifts  and  others,  who  had  feparated  from  his 
party  ;  wherein  he  advanced  fa6ts  and  arguments  to  prove  them 
to  be^del tided  enthuliafts.  One  of  his  plaineft  fads  is,  that  a  few 
foolifh  people  at  Wrentham,  an  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from 
him,  once  ventured  to  appoint  4  time  to  ordain  a  minifter  over 
them,  who  had  not  confented  thereto ;  and  they  were  confound¬ 
ed  in  it.  His  plaineft  argument,  to  prove  that  the  Baptifts  and 
others  are  a  deluded  people,  is  in  theie  words,  viz.  “  If  you  had 
not  embraced  fome  errors  about  experiniental  religion,  why  d'e 
you  feparate  from  vs  Rofs^s  addn/h  p,  45,  105. 
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as  their  paftor.  This  difpleafed  a  few  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  fo  much,  that  they  brought  their  complaints 
toBofton,  in  1760;  and  were  not  only  fet  off  them- 
felves  to  another  parilh,  but  procured  a  general  law 
of  the  Province  to  prohibit  the  fettling  of  any  mi- 
nifter  for  the  future,  in  their  way,  who  had  not  an 
academical  degree,  or  an  approbation  from  the 
majority  of  the  fettled  minifters  of  the  county  where 
the  parilh  lies.  At  the  fame  time  their  Grand  Jury, 
in  their  feveral  County  Courts,  were  charged  by  the 
Judges  from  year  to  year  to  enter  complaints  upon 
oath  againft  every  parifh  that  negledted  to  fettle  and 
fupport  an  orthodox  minifter.  But  about  this  time 
an  Epifcopal  church  was  erefted  near  the  college 
in  Cambridge,  whole  minifter,  at  the  opening  of 
it,  exclaimed  moft  bitterly  againft  the  fathers  of 
New-England,  and  their  doftrines,  and  publilhed 
fome  high  commendations  of  the  Epifcopal  way. 
This  moved  the  popular  author  before  named,  at- 
Bofton,  to  appear  againft  that  party.  And  having 
quoted  the  9th,  iith,  13th  and  17th  articles  of  the 
church  of  England,  which  fpeak  of  original  fin, 
juftification  by  faith  in  Chrift’s  imputed  righteouf- 
nefs,  works  done  before  juftification,  and  of  predef- 
tination  and  eledtion,  he  fays,  “  To  fpeak  fincere- 
ly,  I  own  it  is  mj  private  opinion,  that  it  has  been 
too  common  a  thing  for  people  in  New'-England 
to  exprefs  themfelves  in  a  manner  jujily  exception¬ 
able  upon  thefe  point-s,  hov/ever  agreeably  both  to 
the  letter  and Jpirit  of  the  articles  aforefaid  ;  but  yet, 
I  believe,  not  more  excpptionably  than  many  emi¬ 
nent  divines  of  the  church  of  England  did  in  the  laft 
century  This  laft  remark  is  undoubtedly  juft  j 
but  can  any  fay  fo  of  what  follows  ? 

VTI.  The 

*  Mayhew’s  obfiyyations  upon  the  Epifcopal  foci'ety,  1765, 
p.  gi,  92. 
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VII  The  eldeft  of  the  two  brothers  who  were 
xpelled  out  of  Yale  college  pubJifhed  an  elfay  at 
isolton,  to  prove  that  two  of  this  author’s  fermons 

about  the  perfo'n  and  atonement 
ot  ehnlt.  Direflly  upon  which  it  was  declared 
in  lome  of  the  Bolton  papers,  That  it  was  as 
much  out  of  charadter  for  a  gentleman  of  the  Doc^ 
tor  s  ^putation  to  enter  into  a  controverfy  with 

r.  leaveland^  as  it  would  for  a  general  of  an 
^my  to  accept  of  a  challenge  from  a  fubaltern.” 

added,  /f  letter  of  reproof  to  Mr, 
phn  Ueavelmd,  cfipfmch,  by  Jonathan Mayhew,  D.D. 
J- herein  the  author  of  the  effay  was  conlidered 
a  perfoft  unwordiy  to  be  rea/onedv^hh:'  Saying,  It 
Was  nay  determination  frorn  the  firft,  not  to  enter  in¬ 
to  a  difpute  with  fuch  ^wrong^headed^XMiworJe-heart- 
ed  wretch  >^Had  I  not  a  right  to  fpeakmy  fen- 
timents  upon  thefe  points  ?  If  you  didiked  them> 
could  you  not  content  yourfelf  with  preaching  your 
own  ?  Or,  if  you  miift  needs  publilh  them,  would 
It  not  have  been  more  decent  and  expedient  for  you 
to  do  it,  without  engaging  in  aperfonal  controverfy 
with  me  ?  Would  not  any  end  you  could  propofe 
to  yourfelf  have  been  anlwered  as  well,  though  you 
had  never  mentioned  Upon  which  it  was 

Obferved,  that  the  eternal  Jehovah  fays  to  wrong-^ 
headed  and  worfe-hearted  finncrs,  come  now  and  let 
m  reajon  together  ,  which  this  great  pretender  to  vir¬ 
tue  and  liberty  was  unwilling  to  do  with  a  fellow-, 
minifter!  bpt  would  have  it  cileemed  an  indecent 
as  well  as  an  inexpedient  attempt,  for  fuch  as  did  not 
ftand  in  fo  high  a  dafs  as  himfelf  to  expofe  his  in- 
confiftencies  and  errors  f.  A  fight  of  thefe  things 
moved  Prefident  Clap,  and  the  Corporation  of  Yale 

*  .  ,  college, 

» 

*  Letter  of  reproof,  p.  4,  20,  39. 

I  Cleavcland’s  reply,  1765,  p.  3,  14, 
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college,  to  fend  to  Mn  Cleaveland  a  degree  of  maf* 
ter  of  arts,  in  1764,  as  they  afterwards  did  to  his 
brother.  Yet  when  Mayhew  died  June  9,  1766, 
Chauncy  gave  him  a  high  charafter,  in  a  funeral 
fermon,  and  reflefted  upon  his  anfwefer,  calling 
him  "'An  obfeure  perfon,  without  reputation;’’ 
but  he  could  not  at  the  fame  time  conceal  his  own 
corruption. 

VIII.  For  Robert  Sandeman,  whofe  writings  had 
made  a  great  (fir  in  this  country,  came  over  from 
S^cotland,  and  landed  at  Bofton  in  October,  1764, 
and  gathered  a  church  in  Bofton,  another  in  Pro¬ 
vidence,  and  a  third  in  Danbury.  Therefore,  to 
guard  againft  hi§  influence,  Chauncy  publifhed  a 
volume  of  fe’rmons  in  1765,  wherein  he  gives  his 
ideas  concerning  fundamental  points  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words.  Says  he,  "  The  original  profnife  of 
life  was  not  fufpended  perfeli  obedience  to  what 
i  s  commonly  called  the  natural  dr  moral  law  of  God. 
In  contradiftion  hereto,  I  know  it  is  faid,  by  moji 
Chriftian  writers,  that  the  flrft  man  was  fo  placed 
under  this  law,  that  he  muft  work  his  way  to  life  by 
feOfeBly  doing  all  things  commanded  by  it ;  info- 
muclrthat  he  could  not  have  obtained  it  but  by  aper* 
levering  obedience  in  every  point  of  duty,  without 
the  Jeaft  failure.  But  this  is  faid  entirely  without 
book.  The  feripture  nowhere  infinuates,  that  he 
was  under  Juch  a  con^enant  of  works.  It  fuggefts,  on 
the  contrary,  that  God,  in  favour  to  him,  did  not 
put  him  upon  fo  fever e  a  trial  for  life.  -  His  trial, 
if  we  may  believe  the  facred  record  of  it,  was  in  a 
ftngle  inftance^  and  this  not  of  doing,  but  of  forbear¬ 
ing  to  do. — That  which  was  made  the  teft  of  Adam’s 
fubjedlion  to  God,  was  a  command  not  of  the  moral 
but  pofitive  kind;  a  command,  not  deducible 
from  reafon,  but  known  only  by  revelation.— It 

would 
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would  be  the  exad  truth,  fhould  I  fay,  that  the  firft 
parents  of  men,  while  innocent,  in  comnrjon  with 
their  poilerity  fmce-the  elapfe,  eoiiid  haye  obtained 
life  in  no  way  bvit  that  of  grace  through  faith,''  And 
after  a  laboured  criticifm  upon  Rom.  v.  1 2,  he  fays, 
The  judicial  fentence  of  Godi  occafioned  by 
the  offence  of  one  man.  Is  that  which  fallens  4c^th^ 
with  all  its  natural  caufes  and  appendages,  upon  the 
human  Rind;  and  ’tis  in  consequence  of  this  fen¬ 
tence,  UPON  mens  coming  irfto  exiftence  under  the 
difadvantages  arifing  from  it,  that  they  fm  them- 
fdves^.’’  This  is  his  account,  accented  in  this 
manner.  From  whence  we  may  fee,  that  his  prin¬ 
ciples  were  contrary  to  mod  Chriftian  writers  about 
original  righteoufnefs,  original  fin,  the  nature  of 
grace,  and  the  juftice  of  God  in  his  government  of 
the  world.  For  the  moral  law  is  to  love  God  with 
all  our  powers,  and  to  love  pur  neighbours  as  our- 
felves ;  which  can  never  be  called  fevere^  without 
iniplicitly  denying  his  infinite  excellency  and  righ¬ 
teoufnefs,  And  though  the  precept  concerning  the 
forbidden  fruit  could  only  be  known,  by  pure  re¬ 
velation,  yet  by  violating  of  it  man  revolted  from 
heaven,  and  feized  upon  the  earth  as  his  own ;  and 
we  are  all  born  in  that  date  of  revolt,  which  is  ori¬ 
ginal  fin.  And  grace  and  works  are  as  didinft  ap 
wages  and  gifts y  Rom.  vi.  23,  xi.  6.  Wages  can¬ 
not  be  judly  claimed  but  upon  doing  the  work ; 
while  the  mod  proper  fubjefts  of  gifts,  are  fuch  as 
are  fenfibly  guilty  and  helplefs.  Neither  can  the 
]udice  of  God,  in  fending  death  uppri  infants,  be 
clearly  vindicated  in  any  other  way,  than  by  view¬ 
ing  them  as  finners  in  our  fird  public  head.  And 
to  deny  God's  right  to  coaftitute  him  as  fuch,  im¬ 
plicitly 
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plicitly  militates  againft  his  juftifying  fouls  by  the 
imputed  righteoufnefs  of  the  lecond  AdaWi. 


•  ♦  » 


CHAP.  Xlli. 

Dark  and  trying  Times. 


2.  But 


Light  broke  forth  in  various  Places. 
3.  A  Door  opened  for  the  Removal 
of  ancient  Prejudices.  4.  Writings 
to  prevent  it.  5.  And  cruel  Op- 
preliion.  6.  To. which  very  mean 
Practices  were  added.  Grbfs 
Inconfiftencies  difcovered. 

I.T^I  V I S  1 6  N  S  and  perverfe  difputingrs,  in 
JLJ^  all  parts  of  the  land,  brought  the  churches 
into  terrible  circumllances ;  and  each  party  were 
ready  to  call  the  blame  of  it  upon  others.  And  a 
national  war  began  in  i755>  which  ever  tends  to 
corrupt  the  morals,  as  well  as  to  .deftroy  the  pro- 
pefty  and  lives  of  men.  Its  influence  was  very 
extenfive;  and  it  iflTued  in  February,  1763,  in  the 
ceflion  of  the  whole  continent  of  Ambrica  North 
of  the  Miffifippi  to  the  Crown  of  (ireat-Britain  ;  a 
vaft  territory  indeed.  Many  re]oIced  greatly  upon 
this  occafion,  imagining  that  our  wars,  which  for 
.near  a  century  had  been  frequent  and  very  diftref- 
fing,  were  now  come  to  an  end.  But,  alas  !  to  the 
whole  Britifh  empire,  thefe  were  but  the  beginning 
of  forrows.  Upon  the  conquell  of  Quebec,  Go¬ 
vernor  Wentworth,  of  New-Hampfhire,  appoint¬ 
ed  a  public  thankfgiving  upon  Saturday,  Nov.  10, 
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SS>  becaufe  it  was  the  birth-day  of  an  aged  and 
good  King ;  and  he  faid  in  his  proclamation,  “  The 
minifters  of  the  gofpel  are  hereby  direfted  to  per¬ 
form  divine  lervice,  in  their  refpe<5tive  congrega¬ 
tions,  in  the  morning  only,  the  afternoon  being 
(  devoted  to  public  rejoicings,  and  lawful  diverfionsf^ 
But  when  the  day  came,  inftead  of  rejoicings,  the 
Governor  had  to  mourn  over  the  dead  corps  of  his 
only  fon*.  And  on  Oftober  25,  1760,  that  aged 
and  good  King  was  taken  from  the  nation.  When 
the  news  of  it  arrived,  the  pallor  of  the  fecond 
Baptift  church  in  Bollon  preached  from  thofe  words 
of  Solomon,  Wo  to  thee,  O  land,  when  thy  King 
is  a  child  which  is  a  truth  that  others  have  had 
occafion  to  remember  fince.  And  becaufe  the  great 
reformation,  in  and  after  the  year  1740,  was  begun 
and  mainly  carried  on  among  Pedobaptills,  many 
had  alTerted  that  the  Baptift  principles  always  came 
in  at  the  tail  of  a  reformation,  when  the  life  of  reli¬ 
gion  was  gone,  and  people  were  for  fettling  down 
upon  the  bare  letter  of  fcripture.  For  a  dozen 
years,  this  argument  was  much  harped  upon,  un¬ 
til  it  was  filcnced  in  thefe  parts  by  clear  evidence 
to  the  contrary. 

II.  The  fecond  Baptift  church  in  Middleborough 
ordained  their  pallor  on  January  26,  1758.  And 
our  third  church  in  the  town  was  formed  and  or¬ 
ganized  in  1761.  And  tltough  we  have  three 
meeting-houfes  of  our  denomination  in  this  town, 
yet  the  nearell  are  nine  miles  apart,  and  the  fartheft 
above  eleven.  On  April  i,  1761,  Mr.  William 
Carpenter,  and  his  church  at  Norton,  were  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  Baptift  order,  and  he  enjoyed  a  con- 
fiderable  blelilng  upon  his  labours  both  there  and 

in 

•  Langdon’*  Rrrapn  ©n  faid  day,  p.  45, 
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in  Attleborough,  and  fome  revivings  were  granted 
in  feveral  other  parts  of  the  land.  But  a  much 
greater  work  came  on  in  June,  1762,  in  the  third 
Baptift  church  in  Middleborough,  and  prevailed 
through  the  year,  and  extended  its  bleffings  into 
other  focieties  and  denominationSi  The  I'ubjefts 
of  this  work  difcovered  much  more  of  fruitfulnefs, 
in  their  underftandings,  and  good  government  of 
their  pa/Tions,  than  appeared  in  the  revival  twenty 
years  before.  And  it  was  very  evident,  that  the 
labours  of  Baptift  minifters  were  the  chief  means 
of  beginning  and  carrying  on  this  work  ;  which, 
was  powerful,  undoubtedly,  to  the  faving  benefit 
of  many  fouls.  And  though  the  world  faid,  they 
fpent  fo  much  time  in  religious  exercifes,  that 
they  would  all  flarve,  or  come  to  want  and  mifery  ^ 
yet  the  contrary  was  remarkably  demonftrated,; 
by  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  :  For  in  many 
places  almoft  the  whole  ftaff  of  bread  was  cut 
off,  by  a  fevere  drought;  while  a  few  feafonable 
fhowers,  in  the  parts  where  people  wefe  fo  much 
engaged  in  religion,  caufed  not  only  a  good  fup- 
ply  for  themfelves,  but  alfo  a  large  quantity  tc^ 
impart  to  others  the  next  fpring.  This  was  very 
convincing  to  many.  Div\ne  influences  upon  the 
fouls  of  men  Were  more  extenfively  granted  after¬ 
wards.  Near  the  clofe  of  1763,  fuch  a  work  begarl 
under  Mr.  Cleaveland’s  miniftry  in  Ipfwich,  as 
caufed  the  addition  of  ninety  communicants  to  his 
church,  in  lefs  than  a  year.  A  like  bleffing  was 
granted  in  Providence  and  in  Norwich,  and  a  great¬ 
er  one  on  the  eaft  end  of  Long-Ifland,  of  which 
Mr.  Buell  publifhed  a  narrative.  The  work  ex¬ 
tended  to  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  and  elfe where* 
The  beginning  and  progrefs  of  a  revival  at  Wood- 
ftock  was  alfo  very  remarkable.  As  Mr.  Noah 

I  i  Aldeii 
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Alcien  paffed  through  the  town  in  December,  ly&jy 
he  preached  a  fermon  to  a  few  people,  one  of 
whom  had  been  a  chief  leader  in  mirth  and  frolick¬ 
ing,  among  young  people  there  ;  But  God  was 
pleafed  to  direift  an  arrow  of  conviclion  to  his  heart, 
which  ended  in  converfion  in  March,  1764.  No 
fooner  did  this  news  come  abroad,  than  four  of  his 
former  companions  went  one  evening  to  try  if  they 
coiiid  not  draw  him  back  to  his  former  ways  again. 
He  willingly  retired  with  them  to  an  adjacent 
fchool-houfe,  where  they  fpent  the  evening  to¬ 
gether.  But,  inflead  of  turning  him  back  to  vanity, 
he  prevailed  with  them  to  appoint  a  religious  meet¬ 
ing  the  next  week,  which  led  on  to  others  of  that 
kina,  until  a  large  harveft  of  fouls  was  granted 
there.  And  -who  could  help  rejoicing,  to  fee  a  large 
number  of  young  people  turned  from  lying  vani¬ 
ties,  to  an  earneft  engagement  in  religion,  and  the 
great  affairs  of  the  foul  and  eternity  !  Yet  the  mi- 
nifter  and  profelfors  with  whom  they  met  for  wor- 
jfhip,  finding  that  a  cold  formality  could  not  give 
them  fatisfaction,  appointed  a  faff,  and  called  in 
the  neighbouring  miniders  to  affift  therein  i  who 
fell  to  exclaiming  againft  falfe  teachers,  Satan’s 
turning  himfelf  into  an  angel  of  light,  feparations, 
Anabaptifm,  &c,  which  plainly  taugfit  thofe 
young  believers,  that  edification,  the  great  end  of 
Chriftian  fociety,  was  not  to  be  enjoyed  in  that  way. 
And  being  convinced  of  the  truth  of  believers  bap- 
tifm,  a  church  was  conftituted  in  that  order  in  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1766}  and  on  May  29,  1768,  the  man  who 
had  been  their  chief  leader  from  vanity  to  real  relF 
■gion  wasordained  their  paftor;  under  whole  mimftra- 
tions  great  bleffings  have  been  granted  fince.  And 
fuch  a  door  is  now  opening  for  the  removal  of  ancient 
prejudices,  as  had  not  been  before  in  many  ages. 
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III.  The  covenant  of  clrcunncirion  gave  thofe 
who  were  born  in  it  a  right  to  treat  all  oihcrs,  both 
as  to  worfhip  and  cominerce,  as  no  others  had  any 
right  to  treat  them.  A  right  to  office  alio  in  that 
ch^nrch  was  hereditary,  When  our  Saviour  came, 
he  fulhlled  the  law  both  moral  and  ceremonial,  and 
aboliffied  thofe  hereditary  ditbndtions  among  man¬ 
kind.  But  in  the  centuries  following,  deceitful 
philofophy  took  away  the  name  which  God  has 
given  to  that  covenant  (Afts  vii.  8)  and  added 
the  Vi^xTit  grace  to  it ;  from  whence  came  the  doc¬ 
trine,  that  dcmhncn  is  founded  in  grace.  And  aJ- 
though  this  latter  name  has  been  exploded  by 
many,  yet  the  root  of  it  has  been  tenaciouily  held 
fait  ai%d  taught  in  all  colleges  and  fuperior  places  of 
learning,  as  far  as  Chriflianity  has  extended,  until 
the  prefent  time ;  whereby  natural  affeftion,  edu¬ 
cation,  temporal  intcreft,  and  felf  righteoufnefs, 
the  flrongeft  prejudices  in  the  world,  have  all  con- 
fpired  to  bind  people  in  that  way,  and  to  bar  their 
minds  againft  liberty  and  believers  baptifm. 

But  the  writings  of  our  learned  minifters  in  Eng¬ 
land  have  communicated  much  light  in  this  coun- 
trv;  to  which  ?uiore  was  added  by  the  travels  and 
labours  of  our  fouthern  fathers  and  brethren.  And 
hereby  the  Philadelphia  Affociation^  obtained  luch 
an  acquaintance  with  our  affairs,  as  to  bring  thein 

an  apprehenfion  that  it  was  pradlicable  and  ex¬ 
pedient  to  erect  a  college  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  under  the  chief  direftion  of  the  Baptifts; 
wherein  education  might  be  promoted,  and  fuperi¬ 
or  learning  obtained,  free  of  any  feftarian  religious 
tefts.  And  Mr.  James  Manning,  who  took  his 
firft  degree  in  New-Jerfey  college  in  September, 

1762, 

*  A  yearly  meeting  of  the  BaptiH  churches  in  thofe  parts, 
•vhich  began  in  1707. 
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1762,  was  €:fl:eeiTicd  a  fiiitable  leader  in  this  im¬ 
portant  work.  Therefore  on  a  voyage  to  Halifax^ 
in  July,  1763,  he  called  in  at  Newport,  and  pro- 
pofed  the  affair  to  the  Honorable  Samuel  Ward, 
John  Gardner,  Jofias  Lyndon,  and  other Baptift  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  friends ;  who  readily  concurred  there- 
v/ith,  and  entered  upon  the  ufe  of  means  to  accom- 
plifh  it.  And  notwithftanding  fecret  contrivances 
and  fome  open  attempts  againft  it,  an  ample  char¬ 
ter  for  the  purpofe  was  granted  by  their  Legiflatu re, 
in  February,  1764.  In  the  fuminer  following  Mr. 
Manning  removed  to  Warren,  to  preach  to  a 
fociety  newly  formed  there,  and  to  begin  the  fchool. 
in  September,  1765,  he  Was  chofen  Prefident  of 
the  college,  and  on  September  7,  1769,  feven  young 
gentlemen  took  their  firft  degrees  therein,  and  it 
v/as  removed  to  Providence  the  next  fpring,  wherq 
a  further  account  of  it  may  be  given  hereafter. 
Mr.  Hezekiah  Smith,  a  clafs  -mate  with  Mr.  Man¬ 
ning,  having  travelled  and  laboured  in  the  gofpel 
as  far  fouthward  as  Georgia,  returned  and  came  in¬ 
to  New-England  in  the  fpring  of  1764,  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  to  preach  in  the  pulpits  of  Pedobaptifts, 
in  Providence,  Rehoboth,  Attleborough,  Ipfwich, 
Newbury  ai)d  other  places,  with  an  evident  bleffing 
upon  his  labours.  He  expefted  to  have  returned  to 
New-Jerfey  in  the  fall ;  but  a  vacant  parifh  in 
Haverhill  prevailed  with  him  to  alter  his  purpofe,  fo 
as  to  ftay  and  preach  with  them.  Hereupon  fome 
miniflers,  who  had  freely  received  him  as  an  itine¬ 
rant  minifter,  turned  and  exerted  all  their  influence 
againft  him-  Yet  many  feals  were  granted  to  his 
miniftry,  and  a  Baptift  church  was  formed  in  Ha¬ 
verhill,  on  May  9,  1765,  and  he  became  their  paf- 
tor,  before  which  there  was  but  one  fmall  Baptift 
church  in  any  part  of  our  countrv  northward  of 

•  4  '  Boftpn. 
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Eofton.  Their  increafe  alfo  elfewhere  made  others 
very  uneafy. 

IV.  Dr.  Benjamin  Lord  publifhed  a  difcourfe 
I.  1763,  wherein  he  fays,  Some  few,  I  perceive. 
Degin  to  hearken  to  corrupt  doftrines,  which  tend 
.0  their  renouncing  of  their  infant  baptifm,  and 
‘leir  intereft  in  the  very  ancient  covenant  with 
Abraham  and  his  feed  j  which  you  may  be  alTiired 
is  <a  dangerous  road,  and  often  ifTueth  very  fatally, 
— witnefs  the  Anabaptifts  in  Germany,  240  years 
ago,  and  others  fince"^.'’  Diredly  upon  which, 
he,  with  fix  other  minifters,  made  fome  additions 
to  Dickinfon's  dialogue,  and  got  it  re-printed  at 
Providence.  In  a  preface  to  it,  they  fay,  It  feems 
people  do  not  think  in  feafon  what  a  finful,  God- 
provoking  and  foul-deftroying  evil  it  is,  to,  break 
over  God’s  inftitutions  :  Firft  be  wavering,  unfet¬ 
tled,  not  ftedfaft  in  any  right  principles,  nor  in  the 
covenant  in  which  their  infant  baptifm  declares 
them  to  be  ;  and  then  break  covenant,  and  feparate 
themfelves,  as  being  in-  their  own  efteem  holie^r 
and  better  than  others.  It  is  hid  from  them,  that 
evil  men  and  feducers  wax  worfe  and  worfe  :  It  is 
hid  from  them,  or  rather  they  will  not  fee,  that  they 
have  fell  into  the  way  of  Cain,  and  are  in  danger  of 
perifhing  in  the  gainfaying  of  Gore.”  A  fight  df 
which,  from  the  minifter  where  the  author  was 
born,  and  from  whom  he  feparated,  moved  him  to 
fend  the  Do6lor  a  printed  letter  in  1764,  to  open  the 
injuftice  and  abufive  nature  of  fuch  treatment  of 
mankind  ;  to  which  he  returned  no  arifwer,  but  has 
finre  been  more  friendly  to  the  Baptifts  than  be¬ 
fore.  As  Dr.  Gil!  had  anfwered  faid  dialogue,  a 
Copy  of  this  new  edition  was  fent  to  him.  An  ad¬ 
dition 


^  Difcourfe  on  fober  niadnefs,  p.  16,  17 
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dition  to  it  was  made  in  thefe  words^  viz.  fay  they, 

St.  Irena?,us,  who  lived  about  1 14  years  after  the 
Heath  of  Chrift,  bting  the  difciple  of  St.  Pojycarp, 
who  was  the  difciple  of  St.  John  the  Evangelift, 
fays,  in  his  epiftle,  ad,  Rom.  lib,  7 be  church  re¬ 

ceived  a  tradition  from  the  apojlles,  to  adminijler  hap- 
tijm  to  little  children^  or  infants.  By  tradition  (fay 
thele  minillers)  the  ancients  meant  the'  word  of 
God,  agreeable  to  that  of  the  apoftle,  2  Theff.  ii. 
1 5,  iii.  Upon  a  fight  of  this  Dr.  Gill  pub- 

liflied  an  advertifemenr,  in  the  end  of  the  London 
edition  of  his  reply  to  Clark,  wherein  he  charges 
this  paffage  as  a  forgery^  and  challenges  the  whole 
literary  world  to  produce  or  point  cut  any  fuch 
paffage  in  the  writings  of  Irenxus,  if  they  can  \  and 
faid,  What  a  wretched  caufe  muft  infant  baptifm 
be,  to  require  fuch  management  as  this Various 
methods  have  been  taken  to  wipe  off  this  reproach, 
if  poffiblc.  The  firft  I  heard  of  was,  that  thofe 
minifters  Tent  to  Yale  college,  and  there  found  a 
Latin  tranflation  of  Ircnseus,  which  had  that  paf¬ 
fage  in  it,  I  was  afterwards  told,  by  one  of  their 
moft  learned  minifters,  that  the  controverfy  turned 
upon  men's  different  opinions  about  the  meaning 
of  a  Greek  word  or  two ;  which  therefore  could 
not  properly  be  called  a  forgery.  But  in  1781 
Mr.  Mofes  Hem.mingway,  of  Wells,  publiftied  a 
piece  upon  infant  baptifm,  wherein  he  would  per- 
fuade  us,  that  it  was  only  a  flip  of  memory  in  thofe 
minifters  to  write  Irenaeus,  when  Origen  was  the 
perfon  intended ;  and  therefore  that  Dr.  Gill  dif- 
covered  a  very  bad  temper,  in  making  fuch  a  noife 
about  fo  harmlefs  a  miftake.  To  which  I  reply, 
that  thofe  minifters  nantie  Origen  in  their  next  para¬ 
graph, 

♦  Said  dialogue,  p.  5. 
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<rraph,  and  fay  he  lived  about  190  years  after 
Chrift.  And  how  came  a  minifter  180  miles  from 
them  to  know  that  they  meant  Origen,  in  the  dil- 
puted  paflage,  when  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
ever  knew  it  themfelves  !  However,  the  ufe  of  the 
fecular  arm  has  ever  been  their  worft  argument.  ^ 

V.  When  the  Legiflature  at  Bofton  broke  m 
noon  their  own  exempting  law,  in  175^’ 
Baptifts  were  fo  much  alarmed  as  to  call  feveral 
meetings,  and  to  eledt  Mr.  John  Proctor  their 
agent,  to  carry  their  cafe  to  England ;  and  they 
fubfcnbed  above  an  Idundred  Pounds  therefor  1 
and  he  drcV/  a  remonftrance  upoft  the  fubjeft,  which 
was  prefented  to  the  Affembly  at  Bofton,  in  May, 
1754.  It  ftatcd  matters  fo  plainly,  that  a  motion 
was  made  by  fome  to  take  the  figncrs  of  it  into 
cuftodyj  but  Governor  Shirley,  newly  returned 
from  Europe,  convinced  them  of  the  impolicy  of 
fuch'aftep;  and  thenlthey  appointed  a  commit¬ 
tee  -to  confer  in  a  friendly  way  with  the  Baptifts  ; 
and  matters  were  fliifted  along,  until  the  war  came 
on,  and  their  defign  for  England  was  dropt.  Ac 
length  all  the;ir  exempting  laws  for  Baptifts  and 
Quakers  expired,  and  the  Affembly  of  November 
23,  1757,  made  a  new  one,  wherein  both  deno¬ 
minations  were  again  included  in  one  adt.  By  it 
no  Baptifts  were  to  be  exempted  from  minifterial 
taxes,  in  the  places  v^here  they  lived,  “Butluch 
whofe  names  fhall  be  contained  in  a  lift  or  lifts,  to 
be  taken  and  exhibited  on  or  before  the  20th  of 
July  annually,  to  the  afTeffors  of  fuch  town,  diftridt, 
precindl  or  parifli,  and  figned  by  three  principal 
members  of  the  Anabaptift  church  to  which  he  or 
they  belong,  and  the  minifter  thereof)  if  any  there 
be,  who  fhall  therein  certify,  that  the  p^rldns  whofe 
names  arc  inferted  in  the  faid  lift  or  lifts  are  really 

belonging: 
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belonging  thereto ;  that  they  verily  believe  them 
tp  be  confcientiouny  of  their  perfuafion,  and  that 
they  frequently  and  ufually  attend  public  worlhip 
in  fatd  church  .on  the  Lord’s  days  And  the  like 
was  required  of  the  Quakers.  It  was  continued 
m  force  13  years  j  and  no  tongue  nor  pen  can  fully 
deferibe  all  the  evils  that  were  pradrifed  under  it. 
Only  becaufe  a  difficulty  arofe,  in  1763,  between 
the  third  Baptift  church  in  Middleborough  and 
their  minifter,  fo  as  prevent  his  ligning^a  new 
certificate  for  them,  they  were  all  taxed  to  the 
parifh  worfhip.  And  though,  after  diflrefs  was 
made  upon  fome,  they  were  advifed  to  apply  to 
Plymouth  Court  for  helpj  yet,  inftead  of  afford¬ 
ing  any,  they  took  Twenty  Dollars  more  from 
them.  And  this  was  but  a  trifle,  compared  with 
what  was  done  at  Haverhill.  For  on  May  23, 
1765,  a  paper  was  given  to  their  parifh  afleflbrs’ 
which  faid,  This  may  iijform  you,  that  we  who 
have  formed  ourfelves  into  a  Baptift  qhurch,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  this  government  refpefting 
Baptifts,  called  by  fbme  Anabaptifts,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  we  verily  believe  that  Major  Edmond 
Moors,  and  Mr.  John  White,  merchant,  are  con- 
feientioufly  of  our  perfuafion,  and  that  they  do 
frequently  and  ufually  attend  public  worfhip  with 
us  on  the  Lord’s  days.”  Signed  by  the  minifter 
and  three  principal  members.  Yet  after  this  was 
given,  the  firft  parifh  in  faid  town  met,  and  voted  a 
large  fum  of  money  to  build  them  a  new  meeting- 
houfe ;  and  taxed  the  Baptifts  with  the  reft,  to  pay 
both  that  and  the  parifh  minifter’s  falary.  And  on 
September  15,  1766,  they  feized  a  large  quantity 
of  Mr.  White’s  goods  for  that  tax.  For  this  he 
fued  the  AffelTors,  at  their  County  Court  in  Decem¬ 
ber  j  but  the  adtion  was  continued  till  March,  and 

then 
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then  was  carried  up  to  their  Superior  Court  by  way 
of  demur.  *  It  was  to  have  been  tried  at  Ipfwich; 
in  June,  1767  ;  but  it  was  then  put  off*,  becaufe 
two  Baptift  gentlemen,  a  Major  and  a  Captain,,’ 
were  not  allowed  to  be  wicneffes  of  plain  fafts; 
concerning  the  feizure  of  faid  goods ;  neither  could 
a  few  hours  be  obtained,  though  fequefted,  to  fetch 
other  witneffes  fr6m  Haverhill.  Xheir  adverfa-** 
rjes  then  moved  for  an  agreement,  to  have  the  cafe 
tried  the  next  term,  and  that  the  fame  Ih’ould  be 
a  final  trial.  This  was  concurred  with,  and  the  , 
agreement  was  entered  by  the  clerk  of  the  Court.. 
The  next  term  was  at  Salem,  in  November,  when,i 
after  a  fair  and  full  hearing,  the  jury  fourid  for  the 
Baptifts  Thirty  Pounds  damages  and  cofts;  This  was' 
immediately  complained  of  as  exceflive  high;  there-* 
fore,  rather  than  not  have  the  matter  fettled,  Mr* 
White  confented  to  remit  Twelve  Pound’s  of  it ;  and 
the  Court  gave  judgment  to  have  the  reft  paid.  Yet 
the  lawyers  prevailed  to  have  it  referred  t6  a  fu¬ 
ture  Court,  whether  they  fhould  not  have  another' 
trial.  And  finally,  in  June,  1769,  another  trial 
was  brought  on,  and  the  cafe  w^as  turned  againft 
the  Baptifts  ;  which  in  all  coft  them  about  Eighty 
Pounds.  The  reafon  given  fOr  violating  an  agree- 
ment  in  Court,  about  a  final  trial,  was  that  it  w^as 
a  matter  of  great  confequence.  And  the  plea  which 
finally  prevailed  was  built  upon  the  anhbiguous 
clauic,  belonging  thereto,  in  their  certificate  law/ 

It  might  mean  a  baptized  church  member,  or  only 
a  fteady  worlhipper  therewith.  The  Court  owned 
that  the  latter  was  the  intent  of  the  law;  yet,  be¬ 
caufe  thofe  words  were  not  in  their  certificate,^ 
though  that  meaning  was  full  in  it,  the  cafe  was 
turned  againft  the  Baptifts.  And  the  reafon  giveii' 
againft  admitting  any  of  them  as  witneft  of  plain' 
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fafts,:,was  becaufe  they  were  parties  concern6d; 
that,  Hi  becaufe  the  Cons-reo-ationalifts  are  the 
majority^  they  may  violate  their  promifes  to  the 
minority;^  in  rriatters  of  great  importance ;  and  may 
cohfttue  .words  as  they  'pleafe,  and  refufe  to  allow 
the,  minority  to.  be  fo  much  as  witnelTes  of  plain 
fa6ls>  becaufe,.  forfooth,-  the  majority  are  not  par¬ 
ties  concerned ! 

,  ,'VL  The  noife  about  this  cafe  reached  as  far  as 
J^liiiadelphia,  and  enquiry  was  made  from  thence, 
what  it  meant  ?  We  were  told  that  a  noted  minifter, 
in  New-Ehgland,  wrote  for  anfwer,  that  where  the 
Baptihs  could  get  the  power,  they  were  as  bad 
ppprefTors  as  thofe  they  complained  fo  much  of ; 
which  ftory  wias  fra^^^^  the  following  aftions. 

Dn,ySepteniber  .'i  I,  1765,  a  Baptift  minifter  was 
bridaihed  in  South-Brimfield,  whofe  preaching  was 
agreedble  to.  fpme  Pedobaptifts  near  him,  who  dif- 
lihed  .minifter  then  ordained  in  the  eaft  part  of 
that *diiftrl(ft,  of  thdr  denominatipn.  They  there¬ 
fore  "got  fonie'of  the  Baptifts  to  join  with  them  in 
a, petition  for  a  hew  parifh  there.  Upon  which 
the^^Affembly  at  Bofton,  January  15,  1766,  in¬ 
corporated  the'weft  of  faid  diftrift  into  a  new 
parifh,  myefied  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges, 
and'  ftibjeifted  to  all  die  duties  of  other  parifhes, 
without  any  ruention  of  the  ffaptiftsan  the  whole 
aO:.,  ;)Tereupon-’the  majority  of  this  parifh  made 
a  tax  for  the  ^  Baptift  minifter,  the  moft  of  whofe 
church  lived  Jwithout  thofe  bounds  j  and  fome 
withip/iiever  concurfed  therewith.  When  the  year 
carped  round,  t^dfe  Peddbaptifts  moved  to  ha.ve 
the  Baptift  meetirig-houfe  voted  to  be  the  parifh 
meetipg-houfb ;  and  becaufe  they  would  not  thus 
give  away  a  valuable  houfe,  built  for  a  Baptift 
church,  and  cliiefly  by  men  who  ‘did  not  live  in 
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that  parifh,  the  firft,  movers  in  faid  taxing  fcheme 
refufed  to  pay  their  own  taJc.  A  gentlefiian  fr6m 
Bofton  was  ^  then  their  colle^lor  and,  feeing  the 
matter  muft  be’ tried,  he  told  me  that  he  fefolvfed 
to  aft  impartially;  and  therefore  made  diftreft  up¬ 
on  one  Baptift,  who  had  ever  oppofed  that  fcheme, 
and  upon  one  of  the  other  party;'  The  cafe  was 
then  carried  to  Springfield  Court,  where  it  was 
fdbn  turned  againft  the  Baptift  minifter  ;  and  why . 
he  had  ftudied'both  Greek  and  'Latin,  but  he  Md 
neither  an  academical  degree,^  nor  an  approbation 
from  thf*  maiority  of  the  minifters  in  that  county, 
which  was  their  legal  teft  of  orthodoxy'.  "He*  con- 
tinned  the  beloved  paftor  of  Aat  church,  untirhe 
finifhed  his  courfe  with  joy,  Auguft  5,  1769;'  after 
which  that  church  fent  a  confeffion  abroad^ 
their  brethren,  of  their  fault  in'  not  dppOfmg  faid 
taxing  fcheme  as  they  o'ught  to  have  done,  a 
whereof  is  before  me.  ’  How  mean  then  was  the 
pretence,  that  the  Baptifts  hereby  dlfcovered  aS 
bad  an  inclination  as  their  opponents  did  !  Ana 
as  great  meannefs  was  difcovered  at  Iliiverhil^ 
TThe  want  of  learned  minifters  had  often  been  caft 
as  a  reproach  upon  the  Baptift  churches  ;  but  wh^n 
fuch  an  one  was  obtained  there,  all  mannei  of  evil 
rep\ort3  concerning  him  could  not  fuftice,  without 
many  inftantes  of  perfonal  abiife.  A  beetle  Was 
caft  at  him  as  he  was  walking  the  ftredt  6nb  fevdri- 
ing,  which  he  took  up  and  carried  to  nis  lodgihgs. 
Alfo  a  ftone,  large  enough  to  kill  hirri,  Was  calf 
through  a  window  near  his  head,  where  he  was  ih 
bed.  And  his  enemies  went  fo  far  C1.S  t  ^ 
his  horfe’s  mane  and  taikin  thfe  night,  and* to'  fet 
up  a  paper  upon  the  door  wlierd  lie  quartered, 
threatening  worfe  treatment  to  him  if  he  did  not  de¬ 
part^  and  as  he  went  to  preach  at  Solortion 'Ki'M- 
f  .  .  ,  ^  -  -1  i  -  -  ijelFs^ 
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bell  s,  in  Bradford,  Amos  Milliken,  a  Sheriff,  came 
at  the  head  of  a  mob  to  prevent  it.  And  as  Mr. 
Smith  was  going  to  begin  the  worfhip  of  God, 
the  chair  he  flood  behind  was  fhatched  away  ;  and 
the  man  of  the  houfe  tried  in  vain  to  quell  the  tu¬ 
mult,  and  to  command  peace  in  his  own  houfe. 
At  length  Mr.  Smith,  with  undaunted  refolution, 
engaged  in  his  public  work,  and  the  rioters  with¬ 
drew,  and.  gave  no  further  diflurbance  to  the  exer- 
cile.  And  though  fome  of  them  laid  wait  for  him 
in  the  evening,  yet  it  was  fo  ordered  that  he  did 
not  return  home,  until  the  coldnefs  of  the  air  forced 
them  to  quit  their  cruel  defign.  After  Mr.  Kim- 
bell’s  deceafe,  Ms  widow,  who  dfl*  of  the 
Baptifl  fociety  in  Haverhill,  and  had  the  fame 
certified  to  Bradford  afleffors,  yet  was  taxed  to  their 
pariih  worfhip.  And  late  in  a  winter  evening  Ihe 
was  feized  for  it,  and  carried  fome  miles ;  and 
then,  calling  at  an  inn,  lire  was  prevailed  upon 
to  pay  the  tax;  after  which  fhe  was  left  to  return 
home,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  through  froft  and 
fnow,  to  her  three  fmall  fatherlefs  children.  Allb 
the  widow  Mary  .Corlis,  of  Haverhill,  a  member 


pf  the  Baptifl  church  there,  had  one  of  her  cattle 
taken  away  for  a  minifterial  tax.  “  Thus,  fays 
Ihe,  I  was  oppreffed,  in  a  Province  where  there  is 
an  univerfal  cry  for  liberty  !  the  cry  of  the  wi¬ 
dow  and  fatherlefs  they  regard  not So  for  from 
it,  that  further  attempts  were  now  made  to  in¬ 
flame  the  refentmenc  of  the  ruling  party  againft 
nil  dlffenters  front  their  wolliip. 

VIL  A  BOOK  was  publifhed  in  1767,  and  dif- 
perfed  through  New-England,  wherein  it  was  faid 
of  the  Baptifl  churches  in  general,'  They  little 
think,^  as  I  charitably  believe,  how  far  they  join 
with  the  g^t§s  cf  helU  in  oppofing  the  church  of 
"  Chrift, 
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Chrift,  by  laying  wafte  the  nurfery,  out  of  which 
his  vineyard  is  fiipplied*/^  As  if  natural  growth 
could  fit  children  for  Chriftian  communion ;  or, 
that  a  requiring  fruits  meet  for  repentance,  in 
order  for  admiffion  thereto,  were  a  deftroying  of 
theijt.  In  the  fame  book  were  many  odious  reports 
concerning  the  feparations  in  and  after  I744>  fede¬ 
ral  of  which  were  not  true  in  faft ;  and  having  in¬ 
troduced  a  plea  in  favour  of  thofe  people,  that  they 
are  not  fuch  now,  the  writer  fays,  It  is  readily 
granted,  that  they  are  now  much  more  moderate 
‘and  civil  than  they  were  in  that^  day,  are  very 
peaceable,  kind,  obliging,  good  neighbours. — -But 
what  does  this  reafoning  argue?  Why  it  only 
Ihows  that  they  have  loft  a  degree  of  their  own 
original  fpirity  as  Separates  And^  yet  he  began 
his  preface  with  faying,  The  fpecial  Qccafion  of 
the  following  difeourfes  was,  the  revival  of  the  fpirit 
and  principles  of  Separation  and  Anabaptifmf 
According  therefore  to  his  own  teftimony,  they 
were  peaceable,  kind,  obliging,  good  neighbours, 
after  that  fpirit  was  revived.  Neither  were  his 
party  any  more  confiftent  with  themfelves  in  a  fol¬ 
lowing  publication.  For  upon  the  Britifli  claims 
of  taxing  America,  an  evident  defign  was  form¬ 
ing  to  eftablifh  Epifcopacy  therein;  to  guard 
againft  which,  it  was  faid  in  1768,  We  are,  in 
principle,  againft  all  civil  eftablifhments  in  reli¬ 
gion. — It  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  God  has 
entrufted  the  State  with  a  right  to  make  religious 
cftabliflimenfs.  If  the  State  in  England  has  this 
delegated  authority,  muft  it  not  be  owned,  that 
the  State  in  China,  in  Turky,  in  Spain,  has  this 
authority  alfo?^ — And  as '  they  muft  feverally  be 
fuppofed  to  exert  this  authority  in  eftablifhments 

conform- 

♦  Filh’s  nine  fcrmoni,  p.  95%  f  Ibid.  p.  158.  ' 
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confprmable  to^  their  own  fentirn^nts.  in  religion, 
what  can  the  consequence  be  but  infinite  damage 
to  the  caufe  of  God  and  true  t'eligion  ?  And 
luch  in  fa£t  has  been  the  cpnfequehce  of  thefe 

/  uri^ext  ts  IN  ALL  AGES,  AND  ALL  PLACES*.” 

And  this  publication  appeared  of  fuch  importance, 
to  the  annual  AlTociation  of  minifters  frpm  all  parts 
of  Connedlicut,  in  June,  lybSj  that  they  pub- 
lifhed  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Dr^  Chauncy  therefor, 
in  a  Bolton  news-paper.  Ifet,  for  thefe  forty 
years,  he  has  wrote  the  moft  to  uphold  their  reli¬ 
gious  eftablilhments,  in  New-England,  of  any  man 
upon  earth.  And  a  Rill  greater  demonftration  of 
the  pernicious  effeds  thereof  is  before  us. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

I.  Afhfield  planted.  2.  Lawful 
Rights  denied  to  the  Baptifts  there¬ 
in.  3.  To  which  new  Adis  were 
added.  4.  And  -  Jlanderous  Pub- 
lications.  5.  Likewife  a  fpiteful 
Profecution.  6.  Relief  from  Eng¬ 
land.  7.  Remarks  thereon.  8.  Op- 
prelllon  at  Montague,  p.  And  at 
Berwick. 


h  A  grant  was  made  in  1735,  P  Ebe- 
jfA  nezer  Hunt  and  others,  of  a  townlhip  fix 

,  * 

was 


tniles  fquare,  weftward  of  Deerfield.  A  plan 


*  Chauncy  againll  Chandler,  p,  152,  15  j. 
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was  to  be  drawn  in  fixty-three' equal  lhares  j  one 
of  which  was  to  be  for  their  firft  minifter,  one  for 
the  miniftry,  and  one  for  the  fchool ;  and  certaih 
improvements  were  to  be  made  ujion  each  of  the 
other  fliares>  within  three  years  after  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  plan.  They  were  alfo  to  fettle  a  learn¬ 
ed  orthodox  minifter,  and  to  build  and  finifh  a 
convenient  meeting-hoiife  for  public  worfhip.  By 
reafon  of  fucceeding  wars,' the  planting  of  that  place 
was  delayed  until  1751.  In  the  nhean  time  a  com¬ 
plaint  was  entered  to  the  church  in  South-Hadly, 
that  one  of  their  members  had  propagated  a  re¬ 
proachful  lie  coHcernihg  Chileab  Smith,  a  father 
therein.  But  the  complaint  was  dilfegarded,  which 
moved  him  to  enquire  into  the  conftitution  of  the 
church;  and,  to  his  furprize,  though 'the  Vord.s!6f 
their  covenant  implied  a  profeflion  of  faving  faith, 
yet  he  found  that  fuch  a  profeflion  'was  not  held  to 
be  neceffary  in  order  for  their  communion.  He 
then  laboured  to  convince  the  church  that  this  ws 
a  dangerous  error;  and-,  being  invited.  He  wentfb 
a  meeting  of  minifters  at  Hatfield,  Auguft  6,  i75°’ 
and  laid  before  them  many  fcriptutal  reafons  againft 
it.  But  they  gave  him  no  fatisfaeftion,  only  refer¬ 
red  him  to  Mr,  Edwards,  Avho  wtis  dihuifled  from 
Northampton  two  months  before,  for  rejeiffing’’th'at 
principle.  Edwards  approved  of  Smith’s  reafohs 
ao-ainft  it,  but  hot  of  a  feparatioh  therefor'.  But  as 
Srnith  judged  otherwife,  he  openly  withdrew  frotn 
faid  church;  and  in  1751  he  removed  to  Hunts- 
town,  with  eight  children,  when  there  were  but 
two  or  three  families  therein.  Others  came  in  foon 
after,  and  lived  without  public  worlhip  for  fofrie 
time ;  and  then  eternal  concernments  were  fo  clear¬ 
ly  opened  to  his  mind,  that  he  called  the  inhabitants 
together,  and  prayed  With,  and  expounded  the  fefip- 

.  tures 
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tures  to  them,  to  fuch  good  purpofe  that  his  chil- 
_  othets  ^  were  hopefully  conv'erced. 

In  November,  1753,  his  eldeft  fon  was  called  to 
preach  the  gofpel ;  and,  with  great  hazard  and  ex¬ 
pence,  they  kept  their  ftation,  and  maintained  pub¬ 
lic  worfhip,  through  a  bloody  Indian  war  of  fcvcn 
years  continuance  ;  near  the  clofe  whereof  they 
were  led  into  believers  baptifm,  and  became  an 
organized  church  on  Auguft  20,  1761  j  by  affift- 
ance  from  Killingly,  Sturbridge,  and  Stafford  ;  and 
by  the  clofe  of  that  year  the  church  increafed  to 
twenty-four  members,  half  of  whom  were  males. 

.  II.  In  1762,  a  State  tax  was  impofed  upon  that 
plantation  ;  and  as  the  law  exempts  all  fettled  mi- 
nifters  thgrefrom,  two  of  their  aflelfors  allow'ecl  ■ 
their  minifter  that  privilege.  But,  for  this,  the 
pther  alfelTor  entered  a  complaint  againft  them  to 
Springfield  Court.  The  Baptifts  defired  time  to 
prove  that  their  minitter  was  regularly  ordained  ; 
but  the  Court  refufed  it,  or  to  allow  of  any  appeal 
frorn  their  judgment ;  and  'extorted  a  large  fine  afid 
cofts,  from  them,  for  not  taxing  their  minifter  con¬ 
trary  to  law.  When  he  was  ordained,  tliere  were 
but  five  families,  out  of  nineteen  in  the  place, 
againft  him  j  but,  the  danger  of  the  war  being 
over,  others  moved  in,  and  in  February,  1763, 
they  ordained  Mr.  Jacob  Sherwin  over  that  party ; 
and  not  only  gave  him  all  the  privileges  of  the  firft 
minifter  of  the  town,  but  alfo  an  Hundred  Pounds 
fcttlement  and  Sixty-four  Pounds  a  year  falary,  to= 
which  they  added  a  large  fum  to  build  them  a 
meefing-houfe,  and  taxed  the  Baptift  minifter  and’ 
his  people  with  others  to  pay  it.  The  plantation 
being  only  a  proprietylhip,  it  was  faid  the  exempt¬ 
ing  law  for  Baptifts  did  not  extend  there;  and 
when  it  was  incorporated  in  1765,  by  the  name  of 
. ,  , , ,  Aftificld, 
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Afhfield,  the  word  fupport  was  artfully  inferted; 
which  had  no  place  in  their  original  grant,  nor  ia 
the  incorporating  a6ts  of  the  towns  of  Charlemont 
and  Lanefborough,  pafled  at  the  fame  feflion. 
New  taxes  were  hereupon  impofed  upon  the  Bap- 
tifls  in  Alhfield,  to  fupport  a  minister  whom  they 
never  chofe  but  their  oppreffors  at  length  found 
themfelves  enfnared  in  the  w'ork  of  their  own  hands^ 
For  proprietors  and  inhabitants .  are  two  .dillinft 
bodies  of  men  in  law,  governed  by  different  rules  ^ 
the  votes  of  the  latter  being  equal,  but  of  the  for¬ 
mer  according  to  their  intereft ;  fo  that  the  vote  of 
a  proprietor,  who  owns  five  hundred  acres,  is  equal' 
to  ten  inhabitants  who  own  but  fifty  acres  a  piece  r  ' 
and  by  their  a<5l  of  incorporation,  the  power  of 
taxation  in  Afhfield  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
inhabitants  and  proprietors,  both  of  whom  could 
not  do  it  together,  nor  either  of  them  apart,  ac¬ 
cording  to  that  aft. 

III.  This  confufion  afforded  fome  refpite  to» 
the  Baptifts  i  but  hearing  of  further  defigns  againft  ' 
them,  they  came  to  ^  the  Affembly  at  Bofton,  of 
May  25,  1768,  with  a  memorial  of  their  fervices^ 
and  fufferings  in  promoting  that  plantation,  and  at 
prayer  for  a  full  exemption  from  taxes  to  a  worfhip 
that  they  did  not  join  with.  A  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  upon  it  j  two  of  whom  brought  in  a 
report  to  grant  the  petition :  But  Edfbn,,. their  Chair¬ 
man,  was  for  giving  time  to  their  oppofites  to  bring 
in  objeftions  ^  and  to  him  the  Affembly  hearkened,  ^ 
and  on  May  31  ordered  that  the  clerks  of  the  in- 
•c  j  proprietors  of  Afhfield  fhould  be  no- 

5  rnemorial,  that, they  might  bring  in 

objeftions  againft  it,  on  thefecond  Tuefday  of  the  ' 
next  feffion  of  the  Alfembly,  and  that  the  further ' 
Wleftion  of  taxes  from  the  petitioners  fliould  be 

^  ^  fufpended  ’ 
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fulpeaded  in  the  mean  time.  Col.  Ifrael  William^. 
w,as  receiyed  a-  reprefentative  from  Hatfield  the 
next  day,,  who  was  the  molt  refdlute  judge  in.  fin¬ 
ing  theAihfield  aflelTors  in  176a  ;  and  before  the 
dofe  of  this  feffion  a  new  a£t  was  palTed  which  took 
the  power  of  taxation  out  of  the  hands  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Afiifield,  three  years,  after  the  town  was 
incorporated,,  and  impqwered  the  proprietors  to  im- 
pofe  what  taxes  they  judged  proper,  for  the  fupport 
of  their  minifter,  as  y/ell  as.  other  in'es  >  and  to  lay 
the  fame  wholly  upon  the  la.nd.s,  in  whofe  hands  fo,- 
ever  they  might  be,  which  were  to  be  fold,  if  the 
owners  refufed  to  pay  the  tax.  This  was  done  un¬ 
der  the  fame  influence  which  has  hnce  involved 
the  nadon  in.  blood  and  confufion.  For  in  the. 
preceding  winter  our  Aflembly  came^  into  a  refoln- 
,  tion  to  write  letters  to  filter  Colonies,  to  requeft 
them  to.  unite  in  the  ufe  of  prudent  rneans  againft 
the  attempts  that  were  making,  to  bring  America 
to  be  taxed  where  they  were  not  reprefented.  On 
June. JO,  our  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  were  re¬ 
quired  to  rejcind  that  refblution  ;  which  Edlbn,  AVil- 
'  liams,  and  fifteen  more,  vo.ted  to-  do  ;  But  ninety- 
two  members  rejefted  that  arbitrary  mandate^  one 
of  whom  was  Captain  Be.njamindYhite,  a  Baptift, 
reprefencativ.e  from.Middleborough.  For  this  no¬ 
ble  hand,  againft  tyranny,  that  Floule  was  difiblved, 
and  no  other  called  through  the  year ;  fo  that  the 
Baptifts  could  have  no  hearing,  wjijle  power  was 
on^  the  fide  of  tlreir  opprefTors.,  who  adyertiled  them 
lands  to  be  fold  on  May  3,  17*^9'  But  when,  they 
met,  fuch  defefts  were  pointed  out  in  their  proceed¬ 
ing's,  that  the  fale  was  omitted;  and  each  party 
came  with  memorials  to  the  AlTembly  of  May  3 1 . 
Contentions  betwixt  the  Houfe  and  the  Governor 

feryed  as  an  exeyfe  for  not  hearjng  the  B.aptiftx,  but 

their 


25-1 


[1770.]  OF  N E  W-E N  G LA N  D. 

their  oppreflbrs  were  heard'^  and  on  x  it  was 
refolved,  That  all  the  votes  and  traitfha:iortS'6f 
the  faid  town  of  Afhfield,  in  their  feverai  town- 
meetings,  fincc  their  incorporation  to  this  timt% 
be  and  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  j  any  omif- 
fions  or  negleft  of  making  due  and  proper  returns 
on  the  fcveral  warrants  for  calling  the  fame  meet-* 
ings,  dr  any  of  them,  notwithftanding/^  Williams 
andLeonarf  (two  of  the  Mandamus  Counfeliors  in 
1774)  were  of  the  committee  who  framed  this  re- 
folve,  though  it  was  not  pafled  into  a  law.  July 
15  the  Afiembly  was  prorogued  to  January,  and 
in  the  mean  time  a  new  tax  was  impofed  in  Aflr- 
fieid,  and  the  Baptift  lands  were  advertifed  to  be 
fold  April  4,  1770.  In  January  they  fent  to  Bo'f- 
ton,  but  the  Aflembly  was  prorogued  to  March 
I  c,  when  they  fat  at  Cambridge,  but  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  Baptifts  petition  until  the  271]!,  and  it 
was  difmilTed  April  4,  the  day  their  lands  v/ere  to 
be  fold-.  Some  friends  in  Boflon  laid  the  cruel¬ 
ty  hereof  before  foitie  of  the  members  fo  plainly, 
that  their  petition  was  refumed  on  April  10 ;  but 
inftcad  of  then  granting  any  relief,  they  were  only 
put  to  more  cofts,  to  notify  their,  oppreirors  to 
bring  in  objections.  On  April  4  the  Afielfoi'S  of 
Afhfield  met,  and  fold  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  acres  of  the  Baptifts  llnd^  to  fupport  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  oppohte  party.  For  a  demand  upon 
the  Baptift  minifter  of  One  Pound  Two  Shillings, 
they  fold  ten  acres  of  his  home-lot.  His  father 
had  one  of  the  belt  orchards  in  the  town,  which  is 
of  fpecial  fervice  in  a  new  place  ;  yet  twenty  acres 
of  improved  land,  containing  the  main  of  his  or¬ 
chard,  with  a  burying-yard,  and  a  fmall  dweiling- 
houfe,  were  ftruck  off  to  Elijah  Wells,  for  Thirty- 
five  Shillings  j  who  on  May  4  came  and  forcibly 

entered 
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entered  upon  it,  and  meafured  it  ofFj  and  the  next 
day  came  and  pulled  up  a  number  of  the  finaller 
apple-trees,  and  carried  tlicni  away,  and  offered  to 
fell  faid  houfe.  i  hefe  fa6ts  were  proved  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  witnefl'es  before  authority,  though,  to  fhift 
off  the  odium  they  were  cxpofed  to,  by  a  newfur- 
vey,  they  left  oik  the  houfe  and  burying-yard,  and 
then  accufed  the  Baptids  of  fallhood  in  the  firft 
account.  But  nothing  better  could  be  expefted, 
from  men  who  could  deal  fo  unjuftly,  and  could 
.laugh  at  a  inock-fermbn,  delivered  by  Wells  upon 
'that  occafTon,  wBich  breathed  as  great  cruelty  as 
words  could  exprefs.  Repeated  applications  were 
mach^  to  the  Legiflature  for  help,  but  in  vain  ;  and 
theBaptiil:  agent  was  at  lad:  told  plainly,  that  it  was 
not  worthwhile  to  wait  any  longer,  for  they  would 
keep  them  under  the  law  by  v/hich  thofe  lands  wxre 
fold,  as  long  as  they  faw  fit.  Receiving  fuch  a 
,plaiii  declaration  from  a  member  of  the  Affembly, 
in  the  prefence  of  others, '  he  went  and  acquaint¬ 
ed  the  Baptift  minifters  of  Bofton  therewith,  who 
'thought  proper  to  pubiilh  an  hdvertifement  to  all 
the ’Baptifts  dn  this  Province,  dated  July  31,  re- 
quefting  them  to  bring  in  exact  accounts  of  their 
'cafes  and  fufferings  to  their  enfuing  Affociarion^ 

Where  meafures  will  be  refolutely  adopted,  for 
obtaining  redrefs  Trom  another  quarter  than  that 
to  which  repeated  application  hath  been  made  un- 
fuccefsfully.  Nay,  complaints,  h6'WTver  juft  and 
grievous,  have  been  treated  with  indifference,  and 
fcarcely,  if  at  all,  credited.”  Accounts  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  brought  to  a  meeting  of  fifteen  churches 
at  Bellingham,  September  1 1 ,  who  unanimoufly 
refolved  to  apply  to  the  King  in  Council  for  relief, 

^  if 

*  A  yearly  meeting  of  their  churches,  began  at  Warren,  Sefp- 
tember  S,  1767,  called  ^hsWarrm^Jfof^l^tion, 


>r  1: 


1 


253 


[1770.]  Of  NEW-E.N  GLAND. 

I 

if  it  could  not  be  obtained  here  j  and  they  made 
choice  of  agents  and  a  committee  for  the  purpofe  ; 
and  wrote  to  their  fouthern  brethren  for  afiittancc 
in  the  defign.  This  alarmed  fome  politicians  at 
BoftOn,  who  urged  the  Baptifts  to  prefent  an  ad- 
drefs  to  our  Legiftature,  and  they  promifed  to  ex¬ 
ert  their  influence  in  their  ‘  favour.  A  memorial^ 
was  tlierefore  drawn^  and  was  figned  in  behalf  or 
the  Baptift  churches,  by  their  minifters  at  Bofton 
and  Haverhill ;  wherein  the  late  teflimony  of  our 
AfTembly,  againft  the  taxing  of  people  where  they 
are  hot  reprefented,  was  commended,  and  this  liber¬ 
ty  was  pleaded  for  in  the  church,  and  in  particular 
that  the  faid  Alhfield  law  might  be  repealed,  and 
their  property  be  reftored ;  that  others  who  had.fuf- 
fered  in  fuch  ways  might  recover  damages,  and 
equal  religious  liberty  be  allowed  to  all.  Soon  af¬ 
ter  this  was  received  by  the  AfTembly  at  Cambridge, 
a  piece  was  publifhcd  from  thence,  dated  Septem¬ 
ber  22,  1770,  reprefenting  that  the  Baptifts  had 
complained  without  any  juft  realon  at  ail,  and  that 
it  would  be  ferviceable  to  ^have  an  authentic  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Aflilield  affair  publiihed.  And,  after 
many  great  Tvvelling  words  about  the  charity  and 
lenity  of  thefe  times,  the  writer  faid,  It  was  afto- 
nilhing  to  moft  people  among  us,  to  hear  the  news¬ 
paper  complaints  exhibited  by  the  Baptifts ;  they 
could  not  fo  much  as  guefs  from  whence  they  could 
arife.*'  This  was  inferted  in  three  or  four  Bofton 
papers.  And  tlicn,  on  November  15,  the  Aflem-' 
bly  gave  orders  that  Aflifield  proprietors  fiiould  be 
notified  to  bring  in  objeftions  againft  the  firft  pray¬ 
er  of  the  Baptifts  memorial,  to  their  next  feflion. 
And  their  old  certificate  law  being  out  of  date, 'a 
new  one  was  framed,  which  changed  their  title  to 
-  Ant  ipedo  baptifts,  and  changed  the  time  of  giving 
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in  certificates  to  thefitft  of  Se|3tember ;  which  were 
to  be  figned  by  three  or  more  principal  members, 
and  the  rainiiler,  if  there  be  any.  1 'he  w  ord  con¬ 
gregation  was  to  be  fifed  inftead  of  the  wofd  church; 
and  the  parilhes  were  empowered  to  vote  the  Bap- 
tifis  -cleai,  if  they  pieafedy  'Without  certificates. 
But  the^word  confcienfiotifly  was  Hill  retained,  and 
the  certificates  were  required  to  be  given  in  annu¬ 
ally  to  parilh  afieffbrs-. 

IV.  Mr.  ‘Davife,  clerk  of  their  committee,  now 
called  them  together ;  and,  upon  examination,  they 
declared  themfelves  not  fatisfied  with  this  law,  and 
they  advifed  Davis  to  anfwer  the  Cambridge  piece. 
He  did  fo,  in  the  Maflachufetts  Gazette  of  De¬ 
cember  27,  by  giving  a  plain  and  concife  view 
of  the  Afnfield  afi’air,  and  afferting  that  it  was  the 
SOLE  caufc  of  their  complaining  publicly  at  this 
time;  and  figned  himfelf,  a  Baptist.  But  in¬ 
ftead  of  any  fair  reply,  a  writer  appeared  in  the 
Bofton  Evening-Poft,  of  January  7,  1771,  faying, 
«  There  is  a  little  upftart  gentleman,  lately  fet¬ 
tled  in  town,  who  calls  himfelf  a  Baptist;  and 
the  youth  difcovers  a  moft  infufferabie  arrogance 
and  felf-fufficiency. — I  very  much  fufpefit,  that  he 
is  one  of  thofe  deluded  young  men,  who  are  em¬ 
ployed  to  defame  and  blacken  the  Colonies,  and 
this  town  andProv’ince  in  particular. — I  am  of  the 
fame  perfuafion  in  religion  with  this  young  hero, — 
nnd  I  cannot  fay  vrhat  the  General  AlTernbly  could 
do  for  the  Baptifts  in  general,  or  the  Aflifield  bre¬ 
thren  in  particular,  that  they  have  not  done. — And 
I  believe  this  is  the  opinion  of  Baptifts  in  general, 
and  of  all  others  but  enchufiaftical  bigots.”  And 
he  had  the  impudence  to  annex  to  this,  and  much 
more  of  the  fame  kind,  the  fignature  of  a  Catho¬ 
lic  Baptist.  When  Mr.  Davis  came  to  fee  it, 

he 
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he  faid  he  would  never  puc  pea  to  paper  tO'  anfv^er 
fuch  inean  and  dirty  ftuiF.  In  the  gazette  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  7  came  out  anothei  piece^j  Irom  a  miniiter 
near  Aihfield,  fuppofed  to.  be  of  DeerEeld,.  who- 
faid,  It  a  very  common  obfervation  aipongus,, 
that  the  people  called  leparate  Baptifta  in  thefe- 
pai'ts-  will  noc  ftick  at  any  falfe  reprefentations  to 
ferve  their  purpofes'’  whichihe  attempted  to  prove 
by  fadts,.  But  Elder  Smith,  of  Afufiekl,  came  down.* 
and  anfwered  him  in.  the  fame  paper,  of  March  au, 
when,  from  public  records,  he  fairly  turned  that; 
char^^e  back  upon  the  minifter  who  advanced  it. 

Thb  Affembly  met  at  Cambridge  fix  days  after,, 
to  whom  was  exhibited  fo  large  a  bundle  ol  reafons; 
againft  their  granting*  the  firft  prayer  of  the  Baptifts 
memorial,  as  coil  them  Twenty  ShillingSi  to  get  a, 
copy  of  it  from  the  Secretary,,  h  being .  twelve; 
pages  in  folio.  And  yet  there,  was  no  attempt  In  it 
to  prove  that  the  word  fupport  was  in  the  original 
•  grant  of  Adifield,  nor^other  points;  that  were  truly 
to  the  purpofe.  Two,  paffages  in  it  itiiay  giv'e  a 
proper  idea  of  the  whole,  performance.  They  fay. 

Natural  rights  are  in  this.  Province  wholly  fuper- 
ceded  in  thk  cafe  by  civil  obligation,,  and  in.  mat¬ 
ters  of  taxation,  individuals  ,Ga-nnnot  with  the  leaft 
propriety  plead  themC^  Exadfly  the  docirine  of 
the  Britilh  Court  at  this  time;  but  whicht  never 
could  be  carried  into  effeQ-  at  any  time  without 
covering  it  v/ith  religiouS;  pretences therefore^, 
they  went  on  to  flatter  our  rulers  in  that  refpeft, 
and  to  fay  of  the  Baptills,  Some  have  had  the 
effrontery  to  fay,  tliat  the  ftanding  miniftry  is 
corrupt,  rninilfers  themfelves  unconverted,,  the 
churches  impure  and  unholy,  admitting  uncou- 
verted  and  imJanBiJied  perfons  into  their  cornmu- 
nionT  As  if  it  were  a  very  uncharitable  aadi  d'Av^ 
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look  i]pon  them  to  be  a 
Jan6ltfied  people,  when  they  abfolutely  rebifed  to 
profels  themielves  to  be  fuch  !  For  our  excellent 
Fdwards  was  rejeded  by  that  county  with  much'' 
heat  and  bitternefs,  only  for  his  infixing  upon 
luch  a  profeffion  from  communicants. "  We  had 
irect  intelligence  that  this  piece  was  drawn  in 
Jucge  \VilliaiTis  s  fainily^  and  ic  was  figned  in  the 
name  of  the  proprietors  of  Afofield,  by  Jonathan 
Jaylor,  Timothy  Lewis,  Samuel  fielding,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Phillips,  Philip  Phillips.  The  three*  lat¬ 
ter  were  the  alTelTors  who  fold  faid  lands,  and  the 
laft  of  them  was  the  man  who  got  his  brother  af- 
feflbrs  fined  in  1762,  for  not  taxing  their  minilter 
contrary  to  law.  The  Council  and.Houfe  joined 
in  a  committee  upon  faid  memorial ;  and  ■  they 
fay  in  their  report,  “  There  is  an  eflential  di^^■er^ 
ence  between  perfons  being  taxed  where  they  are 
not  reprefented,  therefore  againft  their  wills,.-  and 
being  taxed  when  reprefented,  and  when  what  is 
taxecl  is  only  in  confequence  of  what  was  the  very 
condition  of  their  grant. — What  other  method 
can  be  devifed,  but  to  fell  the  lands  of  thofe  who ' 
conjcientioujly  Jay  that  they  will  not  be  as  good  as  their 
wordy  or  keep  their  covenant,  though  it  be  fo  great¬ 
ly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  ! — Your  commit¬ 
tee  find,  that  in  the  lale  of  thofe  lands  there  was  no 
unfairnefs,  but  every  thing  was  quite  fair,  quite 
neighbourly;  "inA  quite  legal. — It  is  our  opinion  that 
faid  petition  be  difmifled. 

W.  fiRATTLE,  by  order." 

V.  Accordingly,  on  April  24,  the  Council 
voted  to  diCnifs  it.  And  though  the  Houfe  was 
alarmed,  and  did  not  concur  with  this,  but  pro- 
pofed  to  have  a  bill  brought  in  to  repeal  the  Afh- 
field  law,  yet  their  propofal  was  rejedled,  and  the 
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petition  with  it.  And  what  a  cloud  was  hereby' 
brought  over  an  opprelTed  people  !  On  the  fide  of 
the  opprelfor-s  was  power,  but  they  feemed  to  iiave 
no  helper.  But,  behold  !  in  a  Bollon  paper  of  Oc¬ 
tober  21,  it  was  declared  that  the  King  in  Council’ 
had  difannulled  that  law.  What  a  furprize  did  this- 
occafion  !  How  could  fo  defpicabie  a  people  get 
accefs  to  the  throne,  and  obtain  fuch  an  aft,  efpe- 
cially  in  fo  Ihort  a  time  !  However  it  was  foon  faid, 
that  there  was  a  man  in  Hatfield  that  would  hin-' 
der  the  Baptifis  from  reaping  any  advantage  there¬ 
by.  This  was  a  myfiery,  till  it  was  explained  on 
November  8,  when  two  officers,  with  a  numerous 
aid,  cam.e  to  old  Mr.  Smith’s  houfe  before  he  was 
up  in  the  morning,  with  a  warrant  from  Judge  Wil¬ 
liams  to  feize  his  perfon,  and  to  fearch  his  houfe' 
and  fnop  for  bad  money.  Smith  readily  promifed' 
the  ufe  of  his  keys,  and  defired  that  no  lock  might 
be  broken,  and  alfo  that  he  might  have  liberty  to 
pray  with  his  family  before  he  was  carried  off.  Li¬ 
berty  for  prayer  was  granted  by  one  officer,  but  in 
the  mean  time  the  other  broke  the  lock  of  his  fhop, 
and  damaged  his  goods  there,  and  afterwards  in  his 
houfe  ;  and  then  he  was  carried  before  a  Court  at 
Judge  Williams’s,  where  he  was  compelled  to  ftand 
till  ten  witneffes  were  examined ;  from  v.’hom  no 
evidence  could  be  obtained  againft  him,  “  Nor  any 
circumftance  tending  to  prove  the  indiftment,”  as 
feven  of  them  gave  from  under  their  hands  a  few 
days  after.  Yet  Mr.  Smith  was  held  a  prifoner 
through  the  night,  in  a  cold  room,  and  denied 
either  bed  or  fire,  to  the  great  injury  of  his  body, 
being  above  60  years  old,  and  infirm  before.  In  the- 
morning  Judge  Williams  infmuated  feveral  things 
againft  him,  without  fuffering  him  to  make  any 
anfwer,  and  bound  him  over  to  their  next  Superior 
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Court,  in  large  bonds  with  fureties.  Like  warrants 
were  ilTued,  it  was  laid,  agarnft  their  paftor,  v/ho 
then  happened  to  be  abfent  on  a  journey.  Reports 
were  therefore  indultrioufly  fpread  in  the  country, 
that  notwithftanding  all  their  talk,  thofe  Baptilts 
were  a  parcel  of  money-makers,  and  their  minifter 
was  gone  to  fcatter  it,  and  would  never  dare  to  re¬ 
turn.  But  herein  they  were  foon  found  liars,  and 
though  the  country  was  ranfacked  in  the  fpring  for 
witnelTes  againft  his  father,  yet  they  all  failed  them. 
At  laft  a  man  was  brought  near  thirty  miles  for  the 
purpofe,  who  teftified  to  the  Court  at  Northamp-, 
ton,  that  he  Ihould  not,  know  the  man  if  he  me# 
him  in  the  room.  So  he  was  difcharged,,  and  the 
law  v/as  open  for  him  to  fue  for  damages  for  this 
malicious  profecution.  But,  lo  !  a  bankrupt,  fon 
to  the  minifter  of  Sunderland,  had  been  brought 
over  the  river  to  enter,  the  complaint  againft  him, 
fo  that  he  might  never  obtain  any  recompence  in 
this  world.  Yet  God  often  takes  the  w'ife  in  their 
own  craftinefs. 

VI.  Wh  EN  jiich  rioifc  was  made  at  Boftoa  about ’v 
the  Afhiield  afeir.  Governor  Hutchinfon  happen¬ 
ed  to  look  and  find  that  the  word  fupport  was  not 
in  the  original  grant  of  thofe  lands ;  and  perhaps 
he  might  hopCj  that  by  relieving  the  Baptilts^  he 
Ihould  draw  them  to  his  fide  of  the  controverfy 
betwixt  America  and  Britain.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
he  privately  fent  for  one  of  their  committee,  and 
advifed  him  to  fend  the  Aflifield  law  to  a  friend  in 
‘London,  who  might  prefent  it  to  the  King  in  Coun¬ 
cil  ;  and  he  promified  to  write  to  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard,  who  palled  it,  to  ufe  his  influence  to  have  it 
repealed.  This  was  done,  and  its  repeal  was  cf- 
fefted,  and  then  their  opprefTors  had  their  turn  at 
waiting  upon  one  Aflfejiiiblv  after  another  unfuc- 
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refsfully  i  for  though  feveral  ads  were  framed  for 
them,  yet  the  Gonfent  of  the  Governor  could  not 
be  obtained,  till  they  found  out  what  his  mind  was, 

and  conformed  to  it.  In  January,  i77J> 
fembly  appointed  a  committee,  out  of  their  mem¬ 
bers,  to  go  up  to  Ailifield,  anc  to  hear  both  parties, 
and  then"  to  make  a  tax  to  pay  all  that  they  ]udg<^d 
to  be  behind  concerning  Mr.  Sherwin's  fettlement 
and  meeting-hoiife,  and  the  charges  which  had 
arofe  about  the  fame  ;  and  what  they  judged  any  of 
the  Baptifts  had  paid  more  than  this  fliould  be  re¬ 
funded  to  them,  and  for  the  future  they  iliould 
rtand  upon  the  fame  footing  with  their  brethren 
eifewhere.  The  doings  of  that  committee  were 
confirmed  by  a  fubfequent  ad  in  February,  1774 
and  the  fmall  tax  which  v/as  laid  upon  lome  of  the 
Baptills  they  paid,  and  by  this  time  their  oppreffors 
were  fickof  their  own  miniiler,  and  he  was  difmif- 
fed  from  his  office,  lo  that  they  loft  the  right  in  the 
town  which  they  took  io  much  pains  to  wreft  from 
Elder  Smith,  befides  the  other  unfpeakable  evils 
and  fcandals  which  fprang  from  thence. 

VII.  This  account  is  carefully  taken  frosii  our 
printed  laws,  ]oiirnals  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  and  other  writings  and  teftimonies ;  and  our 
opponents  are  welcome  to  point  out  any  nriiftakes 
therein,  if  they  can.  A  gentleman  of  great  influ¬ 
ence  in  our  L,egiriatiire  informed  me,  that  it  was  af- 
ferted  in  the  Affiembly,  that  thofe  petitioners  aded 
with  the  reft  in  fettling  Mr.  Sherwin,  but  now  want¬ 
ed  to  flip  out  their  necks,  and  leave  an  intolerable 
burthen  upon  their  neighbours,  which  ftory  had  great- 
influence  to  hinder  the  granting  of  any  relief  to  the 
Baptifts.  Whereas,  if  they  had  been  informed  of 
it,  they  would  have  demonftrated  that  this  ftory, //as 
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•a  glaring  fallhood,  as  alfo  was  the  report  of  the  com- 
•rnittee  whereof  Brattle  was  Chairman  ;  for  Wells 
.who  bought  Smith’s  lot,  fued  him  for  cutting  the 
grafs-upon  it  m  Auguft,  1770,  and  upon  trial  in  the 
winter,  the  Court  turned  the  cafe  againft  Wells,  be- 
caufe  the  fale  was  mt  legal,  two  months  before  Brat- 
,tle  reported  that  it  was  quite  legal.  And  faid  law 
Being  repealed,  all  thofe  fales  ol  lands  fell  ofcourfe. 
And  who  can  defcribe  all  their  guilt  in  thofe  tranf- 
adions  !  If  k  had  been  right  to  tax  the  Baptifts  to 
Sherwm’s  fettlement  and  meeting-houfe,  taxes  of 
fix  times  the  value  of  iiis  fettlement  had  been  laid 
.upon  them,  before  the  law  was  made  to  fell  their 
lands  for  his  fupport;  yet,  for  three  years  after, 
their  opprellbrs  aiTerted  with  brazen  impudence, 
that  tnoic  taxes  were  only  to  fulfil  the  original  con¬ 
dition  of  tncir  giant.  But  according  to  what  our 
delegates  to  Congrefs  aflerted  in  Philadelphia,  Oc¬ 
tober  14,  1774,  before  many  witnefles,  the  fettling 
of  Elder  Smith  in  Afhfield  in  1761  fulfilled  that 
condition,  and  the  denying  of  him  the  privileges 
.of  the  firfl:  minikerofkhe  town  was  a  violation  of 
the  faith  of  government ;  for  which,  as  well  as  for 
their  great  trouble  and  expences,  caufed  by  fubfe- 
(^uent  adls,  they  nave  received  no  recompence. 

Because  Governor  Hutchinfon  procured  relief 
to  that  fociety,  fome  have  blamed  the  Baptifts  for 
not  adhering  to  him  and  his  party  in  the  general 
conteft  betwixt  Britain  and  America ;  but  they  had 
good  reaions  againft  it  then,  and  have  greater  fince. 
For  many  copies  of  his  letters  have  been  found 
among  us,  one  of  which  is  dated  from  Bofton, 
January  23,  iq’ji,  directed  to  Governor  Bernard, 
wherein  Hutchinfon  exprefled  his  earneft  defire  that’ 
.Caftle  William  niight  not  again  be  put  under  the 
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pay  of  this  Province*,  and  that  the  power  of  chooi- 
ino-  the  Council  might  be  taken  from  our  reprefen- 
tauves ;  and  faid  he,  “  Something,  I  repeat  it,  mult 
be  done  this  felTion,  to  Ihew  the  fenfe  Parliament 
has  of  our  paft  condu6't.”  And  after  further  urg¬ 
ing  to  inflammatory  meafurcs,  he  fays,  “  The  Bap- 
tiffs  have  made  a  little  flir,  and  complain  of  being 
opprelled ;  but  in  general  they  have  all  the  liberty 
which  can  confifl  with  a  legal  efrablifhment  for 
maintaining  public  worfhip,  without  which  we 
fitould  be  worle  than  we  are.  iNo  Baptiff  in  prin¬ 
ciple  is  obliged  to  pay  to  miniffers  upon  the  efta- 
blifhment.  All  who  attend  a  Baptiff  tniniffer  are 
not  exempt ;  if  they  fhould  be,  the  congregations 
would  be  broke  to  pieces  in  all  parts  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince.^*  Pie  then  gave  reaionsAvhy  tne  Afifelcl 
law  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  laid  to  Bernard,  “  I 
iuppofe  you  would  not  have  paifed  it,  if  you  had 
confidered  the  force  of  the  word^t^T^tr/,  and  that  it 
militated  with  the  general  law  in  favour  of  Baptiffs. 
I  have  no  doubt  it  was  artfully  flipt  in  by  one  of  the 
Idampfhire  reprefentatives.”  Equal  religious  li¬ 
berty,  therefore,  was  far  from  his  defign,  though  he 
appeared  for  their  help  in  that  cafe.  And  the  art¬ 
ful  reprefentative  referred  tov/as,  for  being  one  of 
the  feventten  rejcinders,  let  up  as  Chief  Judge  of 
their  County  Court;  in  which  office  he  oppreffed 
other  Baptiffs  in  the  following  manner. 

VIII.  *  They  formed  a  regular  church  in  Mon¬ 
tague,  July  I,  1765  ;  and  gave  certificates  to  pa- 
rifli  affeffiors  according  to  law ;  yet  tliey  v/ere  taxed 
to  other  worfhip,  and  diffrefs  Vv^as  made  therefor. 
Several  attempts  were  made  in  par'ifh  meetings  to 
have  this  diforder  rectified,  but  in  vain,  therefore 

Samuel 


* 


In  a  clandefline  way  he  had  given^it.  up  tO  the 
troops,  September  JO,  1770, 


262  A  C--i  -I  v  R  c  H  HISTORY 

Samuel  Harvey  I'ued  Montague  afTeffors  for  a 
cow  and  calf,  that  had  been  taken  from  him  for  a 
tax  to  their  minifler.  After  the  writ  was  ferved, 
a  panlh  meeting  was  called,  who  voted  to  ftand 
by  their  afrc{i(>rs5  and  laid  they  meant  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  caufe,  whether  thefe  were  the  Baptids 
whom  tliQ  law  exempted  or  not.  When  Judge 
Williams  came  to  deliver  the  cafe  to  the  jury,  he 
did  not  call  that  point  in  queftion,  yet  he  faid, 
“  The  law  fays  the  certificate  fhall  be  figned  by 
three  principal  members  of  the  Bapiift  church,  and 
the  plaintiff  is  one  of  the  figners,  and  he  cannot 
certify  for  himfelf,  therefore  there  are  but  two, 
and  the  law  fays  there  fhall  be  three.”  To  him 
the  jury  hearkened,  and  turned  the  cafe  againft  the 
Baptifts,  in  Auguft,  1769.  They  appealed  to  the 
Superior  Court  the  next  month ;  but  the  aftion 
was  continued  till  September,  1770,  when  the 
cafe  was  calJecl^  and  the  witneffes  appeared  ^  but 
becaufe  they  ^ere  Baptifts,  they  were  not  ad¬ 
mitted,  and  the  cafe  was  again  put  off,  and  the 
Baptifts  were  required  to  pay  half  the  jury’s  fees. 
At  laft,  on  May  i,  1771,  a  trial  was  brought  on, 
when  Judge  Oliver  and  others  turned  the  cafe 
againft  the  Baptifts,  upon  the  fame  .point  as  Wil¬ 
liams  had  before  done.  Upon  which’  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  that  before  1752,  their  laws  required 
but  two  figners  to  a  certificate  ;  and  the  law'  they 
now  afted  upon  allowed  of  no  more  than  three, 
■vvhere .  there  was  not  a  minifter,  as  was  the  cafe 
■it  Montague  ;  and  the  figners  could  not  have  been 
v-xempted,  if  their  names  had  not  been  in  the  lift. 
Y'et  becaufe  they  were  ftrained  upon,  and  not 
drh,ers,  the  cafe  was  turned  againft  them,  without 
trying  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  as  was  promifed  j 
and  after  the  expence  of  above  an  Hundred  Dol¬ 
lars, 
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lars,  the  Baptifts  were  left  without  any  hope  of  re¬ 
medy  from  our  Courts.  And,  to  worry  them  out, 
diflrefs  was  again  made  upon  their  committee, 
and  not  others.  A  yoke  of  oxen  was  taken  from 
Harvey,  a  cow  from  Sawyer,  and  Major  Richard 
Montague  was  feized  and  carried  fix  miles  toward 
the  prifon,  kept  all  night,  and  then  releafed,  and  the 
officer  went  back  and  took  a  fwinc  that  he  was 
fatting  for  his  family.  O  how  dark  was  this  cloud 
over  diat  little  flock  !  Yet  one  of  them  laid  to  his 
brethren,  “  Who  knows  hut  that  God  will  bring 
good  out  of  this  evil  ?  though  we  are  ftript  of 
our  fubftance,  yet  unborn  ages  may  praife  him  for 
this.”  Yea,  they  themfclves  have  lived  to  fee 
fome  happy  fruits  of  their  fufferings.  One  thing 
which  gave  a  check  to  oppreffion,  was  a  determi¬ 
nation  of  authority,  that  the  miniliers  of  Baptift 
churches  were  lawful  minifters,  fo  as:  to  have  a 
right  to  marry  people,  and  to  be  exempted  from 
civil  taxes.  This  was  determined  by  the  Superi¬ 
or  Court,  in  one  trial  at  Worcefter,  and  another  in 
Hampffiire ;  the  laft  of  which  was  this  year. 

IX.  None  of  their  opponents  appeared  willing 
to  releafe  them,  till  they  had  tried  the  matter,  and 
were  taught  the  folly  of  oppreffion  by  experience. 
If  we  turn  our  eyes  from  the  weft  to  the  eaft,  we 
fhall  fee  further  evidence  of  this.  By  affiftaifce  from 
Haverhill,  aBaptift  church  w^as  regularly  conftituted 
at  Berwick,  in  the  county  of  York,  June  28,  5  768. 
Mr.  Joffiua  Emery  was  their  teacher,  thougii  not  or¬ 
dained.  They  gave  certificates  according  to  law, yet 
were  all  taxed  fo  other  minifters;  and  John  (jov/en 
was  imprifoned  therefor  in  December,  J769.  The 
like  was  done  to  Mr.  Emery  the-  next  month ;  and 
he  fued  for  recompence. in  both  cafes,  but  they  were 
delayed  till  July,  1770,  when  Emery  alkcd  for  a 
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bring  the  collector  with  his  warrant. 
1  he  Judge  ordered  the  clerk  to  give  one^  to  bring 
the  colleflor  with  his  original  lilt.  He  came  with 
It,  but  not  the  v/arrant,  and  the  Council  for  the  de¬ 
fendants  faid  there  could  be  no  trial  without  the 
warrant  ^  and  tne  cafe  was  turned  againfl  Emcrv. 
He  appealed  to  the  Superior  Court,  where  the  co'l- 
leftor  was  brought  with  his  warrant ;  but  then  he 
i\7ore  that  he  did  not  take  Emery  as  a  priloner 
Emery  told  the  Court,  that  he  did  take  him  and 
carry  him  to  Y  ork,  and  held  him  as  a  prifoner  thirty 
hours,  and  requefted  him  to  prove  it,  either  now  or 
at  the  next  term.  T.  his  was  denied  him,  and  judg- 
rnent  was  given  againll  him.  With  difficulty  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  continuance  of  his  friend’s  cafe  ;  and  the 
parifh  committee  promifed  to  let  the  Baptifts  alone 
till  that  cafe  v^as'tricd.  Yet  in  a  few  days  anotlier 
fax  was  impoled  anti  demanded.  Upon  this  a  com¬ 
plaint  was  entered  to  authority  againfl:  the  former 
collector  for  falfe-fwearing,  and  he  was  bound  over 
to  Court  upon  it ;  but  he  repeatedly  faid,  he  hoped 
the  day  of  death  would  come  before  that  day  of 
trial.  And  behold  !  he  died  fuddenly  juft  before 
the  Court !  Yet  this  did  not  hinder  the  next  collec¬ 
tor  from  coming  and  feizing  Mr.  Emery’s  horfe, 
while  he  was  vifiting  a  fick  perfon.  The  pariffi 
aflelTors  were  fued  therefor  in  January,  1771,  and 
though  they  tried  a  number  of  crooked  ways  to 
delay  the  matter,  and  to  defeat  the  defign,  yet  both 
this  and  his  friend’s  cafe,  that  was  continued,  were 
finally  turned  againfl;  the  afleffors.  John  Emery, 
of  York,  joined  to  faid  fociety,  and  got  the  fame 
certified  to  the  aflelTors  of  the  pariffi  where  he  lived ; 
yet  he  was  taxed  to  their  worffiip,  and  wffien  he  was 
from  home,  a  colledlor  came  and  feized  his  pew^ter 
therefor.  But  experience  has  fince  taught  their 
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opprcfTors  to  ceafe  from  fuch  violence.  This  ac- 
‘:x)unt  is  carefully  taken  from  authentic  vouchers 
now  in  my  hands. 


CHAP.  XV. 

I .  A  Reviv^ai  of  Religion  in  New- 
Hampfhire.  2.  Baptift  Churches 
formed  there.  3.  Publications  of 
their  Opponents  promoted  their 
Caufe.  '  4.  Miftakes  about  Catho- 
licifm.  5.  Bolton  Contfoverfy.  6, 
An  Account  of  Mr.  Davis.  7.  Rea- 
fons  why  the  Baptifts  refufed  to 
give  any  more  Certificates.  8.  Op- 
preflion  at  Scarborough,  and  at 
Warwick.  9.  Alfo  at  Chelmsford. 

I.  A  SMALL  Baptift  church  at  Newton,  in 
ji\^  the  fouth  borders  of  New-Hampfliire,forni-~. 
ed  out  of  a  Separate  fociety  there  in  1755,  was  the 
only  church  of  that  denomination  in  that  Province,- 
before  1770.  In  and  after  the  year  1764  many 
were  hopefully  converted  in  feveral  parts  of  it^ 
where  believers  baptifm  has  fince  been  introduced 
in  the  following  manner.  About  the  year  1720 
one  Scammon,  of  Stratham,  on  Pifcataqu^  riverj,- 
married  Rachel  Thurber,  from  Rehoboth,  v/ho 
was  a  firm  believer  of  the  Baptift:  principles ;  but 
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the  country  round  her  was  fo  full  of  prejudices 
againfl:  them,  that  in  forty  years  fhe  could  gain  no 
more  than  one  perfon  to  join  with  her  therein;  and 
that  was  a  pious  woman  inlhe  neighbourhood,  who 
travelled  fifty-five  miles  to  Bofton,  and  was  bap¬ 
tized  by  Elder  Bound.  But  Mrs.  Scammon  had 
fuch  a  defire  to  have  others  enlightened,  that  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  Norcott's  plain  difcourfe  upon  bap- 
tifm,  file  carried  it  to  Bofion,  with  a  defign  to  get 
it  re-printed  upon  her  own  coft ;  though  when  flie 
came  to  fpeak  to  a  printer  about  it,  he  informed  her 
that  he  had  then  one  hundred  and  ten  copies  of  that 
book  on  hand  :  Whereupon  fiiepurchafed  them  all, 
and  came  home  and  gave  them  away  to  her  ac¬ 
quaintance,  and  to  any  people  who  would  accept  of 
them  ;  by  which  means  they  were  fcattered  through 
the  country,  and  arriong.poor  people  in  new  plan¬ 
tations.  And  file  would  often  fay  to  her  pious  neigh¬ 
bours,  that  fhe  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  a  church 
of  Chriftian  Baptifts  would  be  formed  in  Stratham, 
though  fhe  might  not  live  to  fee  it.  This  came  to 
pafs  foon  after  her  death,  and  the  like  in  other  places, 
by  the  following  means.  One  Samuel  Shepard,  born 
at  Salifbury,  near  Newbury,  in  1739,  was  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  internal  religion  when  very 
young  j  and  he  learned  the  art  of  phyfic,  and  fettled 
in  the  praftice  of  it  in  Nottingham,  near  Pifcata- 
qua  river.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  Mrs.  Scam¬ 
mon,  nor  of  any  other  Baptifls,  till  he  happened  to 
fee,  in  a  houfe  that  he  vifited,  one  of  Norcott's 
books ;  and  upon  reading  it,  there  appeared  fuch  a 
fair  examination  of  the  fcriptures  therein,  as  ftruck 
his  mind  with  conviftion  that  believers  baptifm  was 
the  truth.  But  it  being  a  principle  hardly  named 
among  his  acquaintance,  the  conviftion  went  off 
for  fome  years.  In  the  mean  time,  as  Mr.  Ebenezer 
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Jones,  a  Baptift  minifter,  travelled  through  Stra- 
tham,  he  preached  a  lefture,  which  was  the  means  of 
the  converfion  of  a  young  man  named  Eliphaleth 
Smith,  who  was  afterwards  called  to  preach  the 
gofpel ;  and  in  January,  1770,  was  ordained  the 
paftcv  of  a  Congregational  church  in  a  part  of  Not¬ 
tingham  called  Deerfield.  In  May  following,  as 
he  was  preaching  to  his  people  upon  the  obliga¬ 
tion  that  all  who  love  Chrifl.  are  under  to  keep  his 
commandments,  the  command  to  believe  and  be 
baptized  was  opened  with  peculiar  clearnefs  to  the 
preacher’s  mind;  upon  which  he  immediately  found 
j'uch  a  want  of  any  warrant  for  bringing  their  in¬ 
fants,  as  caufed  him  to  pafs  it  over  in  his  fermon, 
and  put  him  and  moll  of  his  church  upon  fuch 
an  examination  of  that  matter,  as  convinced  them 
•iiat  they  had  not  been  rightly  baptized. 

11.  Before  this,  Mr.  Shepard,  by  hearing  about 
Klder  Smith  of  Haverhill,  was  brought  again  to 
•  hink  of  what  he  had  read  in  Norcott’s  book,  and 
m  fearch  the  fcriptures  concerning  baptifm,  and 
was  thereby  convinced  that  the  arguments  for  in¬ 
fant  baptifm  were  groundlefs,  and  was  made  wil¬ 
ling  to  become  a  Baptift.  Hereupon  he  im.proved 
opportunities  of  difcourfing  upon  the  fubjedt  with 
Chriftians  of  his  acquaintance,  which  was  large  ; 
enquiring  whether  he  and  they  might  not  have  ijeeh 
heretofore  miftaken  about  the  fubjefts  and  manner 
of  baptifm  ?  Many  were  hereby  put  upon  fearch- 
inor  info  the  matter,  which  iffiied  in  a  turn  of  mind 
to  believers  baptifm.  And  Mr.  Hezekiah  Smith 
was  fent  for  to  Deerfield ^  where,  on  June  14, 
1770,  he  baptized  their  minifter  and  thirteen 
others  ;  and  within  feven  days  he  baptized  twenty- 
four  more,  who  belonged  chiefly  to  Nottingham, 
Brentwood,  and  Stratham  \  and  ampng  thofe  thir- 
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ty-eight  perfons  were  a  Congregational  minifler 
and  two  deacons,  with  Mr.  Shepard  ;  who  by 
Xpecial  teaching  was  brought  freely  to  begin  the 
great  work  of  preaching  the  gofpei  on  July  8^  1770. 
And  he  foon  had  fome  evident  feals  of  his  miniftry. 
Mr.  Smith,  ,pf  Deerfield,  with  the  moft  of  his 
.church,  were  united  and  eftabiifhed  as  pallor  and 
flock  in  the  Baptift  order.  Churches  in  that  or¬ 
der  were  alfo  formed  in  Stratham,  Brentwood,  and 
Nottingham ;  who  all  united  in  calling  Mr.  Shep¬ 
ard  to  receive  ordination,  and  for  the  prefent  to 
take  the  paftoral  care  of  them.  He  was  according¬ 
ly  ordained  at  Stratham,  September  i5,  1771-? 
and  the  ordination  fermon,  preached  by  Mr.  Still¬ 
man,  of  Bofton,  was  printed,  together  with  the 
charge,  by  Mr.  Smith,,  of  Havcrhili,  and  the  right 
hand  of  fellowfhip  by  Prefident  Manning,  of 
Providence ;  and  their  principles  hav’e  now  had 
a  very  extenfive  fpread  in  thofe  parts.  Thus  Mrs. 
Scammon’s  bread,  caft  upon  the  water,  feems  to 
have  been  found  after  many  dac  s  ;  the  books  that 
jhe  freely  difperfed  being  picked  up,  and  made 
ufeful  to  many.  Neither  did  the  writings  of  learn¬ 
ed  minilters,  againft  the  Baptifts,  weaken  their 
caufe,  but  ftrengthen  it,  as  what  follows  will  Ihew. 

III.  Mr.  Mofes  Mather,  of  Stamford,  in  his 
firft  piece  upon  the  covenant,  publilhed  in  1769, 
owns  ingenioufly,  that  the  covenant  of  circum- 
cifion,  in  Gen.  xyii.  was  not,  ftriftly  fpeaking, 
the  covenant  of  grace,  but  a  divine  inftitution, 
whereby  that  nation  was  taken  into  vifible  cove¬ 
nant  with  God;  and  that  the  ordinances  of  that 
church  w'ere  appointed  as  means  for  the  regenera¬ 
tion  as  well  as  comlort  and  ftrengthening  of  its 
members.  And  he  labours  hard  to  prove  that  the 
coyenaat  is  the  fame  with  the  Chriftian  church ; 

and 
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and  that  the  Lord’s  fupper  is  A  converting  or¬ 
dinance.”  And  to  thofe  who  hold  that  perlons 
O’joht  to  profefs  faving  faith,  in  order  to  coiTie  to 
dilf  communion,  he  fays,  »  This  fcheme  makes 
infant  baptifm  a  mere  nullity,  or  thing  of  naught. 
To  me  this  conclufion  appears  juft  and  unavoid¬ 
able*.”  Mr.  Ebenezer  Farris,  of  Stamford,  was 
roufed  hereby  to  fuch  an  examination  of  the  fub- 
ieft,  as  not  only  brought  him  to  embrace  believers 
Eaptifm,  but.alfo  to  publilh  a  defence  of  that  doc¬ 
trine  at  Kew-York.  And  he  and  others  called  El¬ 
der  Gano  from  thence  to  baptize  them  in  1770 ; 
and  in  1773  a  Baptift  church  was  conftituted  at 
Stamford,'  and  another  at  Greenwich,  ten  miles 
nearer  to  New -York.  At  the  fame  time,  the  incrcafe 
of  theBaptirts  m  Bofton  (above  fixty  members  being 
added  to  the  firftBaptift  church  there)  caufed  a  great 
uneafinefs  among  other  minifters,  and  Dr.  Chauncy 
pubiilhed  five  lermons  in  1772,  to  perfuadc  people 
that  it  was  their  indifpenfible  duty  to  come  up’io 
afuii  communion  in  their  churches.  And  after  labour¬ 
ing  hard  to  remove  their  objedions  againft  comiug, 
efpecially  becaufe  of  fears  that  they  were  not  born 
again,  he  fays,  “  The  divinely  appointed  way,  in 
which  perfons  become  members  of  the  vifible 
church  of  Chrift,  is  utterly  inconfrftent  with  the 
fuppofition,  that,  in  order  to  their  being  To,  they 
muft  be  the  fubjeds  of faving  faiths  or-  judged  to  be  Jo. 
The  children  of  thofe  who  are  members  of  Chrift’s 
vifible  church ‘are,  by  the  conftitution  of  God,  frorn 
their  firft  coming  into  exiftence,  members  of  his 
kingdom  in  common  with  their  parents.  So  it  was 
.  under  the  Jewifh  difpenfation  ;  and To  it  is  ndWj  if 
there  is  .any  validity  ,  in  one  of  the  principal  argu¬ 
ments,  by  which  we  vindicate  our  pradice,  in  bap- 
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dzing  the  infants  of  thofe  who  are  members  of 

Chnft  s  church*.”  The  confequence  indeed  ap¬ 
pears  clear,  that  if  there  is  any  validity  in  their 
main  argument  for  infant  haptifm,  their  want  of  re¬ 
generation  ought  not  to  keep  them  back  from  the 
other  ordinance  :  But  then  this  is  direftly  againft  the 

teftimony  for  the  purity  of  their  churches,  which 
this  author  produced  in  1743,-p.  153. 

IV.  The  difpofition  of  that  party  is  further  dif- 

covered  by  another  publication  at  this  time.  A 
Convention  of  their  minifters  at  Briftol,  May  20, 
1772,  agreed  to  publilh  a  difcoiirfe,  intituled,  Ca~ 
tholicijm  •,  cry  Chrijiian  Charity:  And  it  was  printed 
this  year  at  Providence.  ,  Many  excellent  things 
arc  inferred  therein,  about  chanty  and  a  catholic 
difpofition  and  behaviour,  and  falfe  pretences  there¬ 
to  are  well  expofed,  elpecially  ih  the  following  paf- 
fage.  Say  they,  Liberty  and  candour  are  the  great 
balls  of  human  happinefs.  Vfe  often  hear  perlbns 
extolling  the  advantages  of  both,  who  yet  feem  to 
be  really  acquainted  with  neither.  For  if  they  hav» 
any  defign  on  foot,  any  end  to  anfwer,  or  purpofe 
to  carry  into  execution,  if  you  entertain  different 
views,  and  with  freedom  Ipeak  your  mind,  you  are 
■inftantly  deemed  an  enemy,  and  you  muft  be  treat- 
•  ed  as  fuch ;  fo  that  if  you  efcape  without  thefword, 
it  is  not  fo  much  owing  to  a  generous  fpirit  of  li- 
berty,_as  a  want  of  power.  To  fupply  the  defed 
of  their  power,  your  reputation  muft  be  blaftcd, 
your  influence  weakened,  and  your,  intereft  injur¬ 
ed.  Such  liberty  deferves  no  better  name  than  ty¬ 
ranny,  and  fuch  freedom  the  bafeft  flavery  f .”  The 
truth  of  this  ifentence  is  readily  allowed ;  but  to 
whom  is  it  applicable  ?  Thofe  minifters  evidently 

intended 
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intended  it  againft  fuch  as  refufed  communion  with 
their  churches.  They  name  the  people  who  began 
to  feparate  therefrom  about  the  year  1744,  and  re- 
prefent  them  as  being  furious  then  againft  giving 
and  receiving  miniftcrial  fupport ;  but  as  nOA^  beirig 
fo  inconftjient  and  dijhsnejl  as  to  come  into  the  farAe 
pradice  themfelvesf.  Had  they  faid  affeffing  and 
forcing,  inftead  of  giving  and  receiving,  they  would 
have  difeovered  a  regard  to  truth  and  confiftency 
that  is  now  wanting  in  their  performance.  At 
this  time  they  cenfure  thofe  as  very  unreafonable 
men,  who  hold  immerfion  to  be  effential  to  bap- 
tifmj.  And,  fpeaking  of  afleing  minifters  to  preach 
occaftonally,  the  writer  fays,  I  cannot  fee  the 
propriety  nor  expediency  of  inviting  the  afiiftance 
of  any  man,  be  his  profeffion  what  it  may,  that  de¬ 
nies  ME  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  church  of 

Chrift, _ ^If  WE  cannot  eat  and  drink  of  one  bread 

and  one  cup,  in  token  of  mutual  fellowftiip,  I  fee  no 
reafon  why  I  Ihould  encourage  fuch  perfons  in  their 
uncharitablenefs.”  Is  not  this  the  charity  they  had 
before  condemned,  which  begins  and  enA^'in  felfW '? 

In  October,  1770,  an  ad  of  their  Leginatyre  was 
obtained,  to  incorporate  a  number  of  men  in  Pro¬ 
vidence  into  a  fociety,  by  the  name  of  '■The  Benevo¬ 
lent  Congregational  Society  in  the  town  of  Providence, 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  and  managing  a  fund,  to 
fupport  public  worfliip  in  the  firft  church  of  that  de¬ 
nomination  there.  This  was  the  firft  ad  of  that 
nature  ever  pafled  in  that  Colony ;  and  it  was  pub- 
lifhed  in  a  pamphlet  the  next  year ;  in  the  introduc¬ 
tion  to  which  they  recite  their  law  againft  the  ufe  of 
force  to  fupport  minifters  (fee  p.  48)  and  fay  upon 
•  it,  “Although  this  ad  was  wifely  intended,  yet  it 
was  followed  with  great  inconvenience  in  thofe  fo- 

cieties 

A 

f  Page  37,  38.  J  Page  64.  P  Page  25,  66. 
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doubtacily,  have  introduced  taxfand  comDulfion  for 


by jrheirLegiflature,, explicitly  exempts  the  perfons 
and  eftates  of  the  Prefident  and  Profeffors  of  the 
college  ‘‘From  all  taxes/’  yet  the  vote  of  atown^ 
meeting  in  Providence  was  procured  in  Auguft, 
1772,  to  limit  the  meaning  of  thofe  words  to  Colo¬ 
ny  taxes  only.  And  becaufe  the  Baptilt  .aiTeflbrs 
in  1773  left  faid  officers  out  of  their  tov/n  tax,  a 
town-meeting  was  called,  February  7,  1774,  who 
cenlured  thofe  afleffors  therefor,  and  publifhed  their 
refolves  in  the  gazette  againft  extending  that  law 
to  town  taxes.  It  is  hoped  that  many  who  were 
ftiftive  in  that  affair  am  now  convinced  of  their  er—' 
ror,  and  are  fenfible  that  they  did  not  then  ffiew  the 
regard  they  ought  to  have  done  both  to  liberty 
and  learning.  Pheir  honorable  exertions  in  this 
caufe  fince  are  freely  acknowledged ;  and  thefe  faiJls 
are  only  mentioned  to  remove  the  ill  effeas  of 
thofe  publications,  and.  to  guard  againft  fuch  evils 
for  the  future.  V.  For  ' 

One  of  the  hrft  cla^'  of  graduates  in  th,at  college  was  or¬ 
dained  at  Warren  July  3,  1771,  who  lias  fince  been  a  great 
blelTing  in  thofe  parts.  Others  alfo  were  very  fuccefsful,  fo  that 
in  the  years  1771  and  1772,  about  230  perfons  were  baptized, 
in  the  adjoining  towns  of  Warren,  Swanzey,  Rehoboth  and 
Dighton.  And  Preiident  Manning  being  called  to  preach  and 
adminifter  ordinance.^  to  the  Baptift  church  in  Providence,  caufed 
a  great  turn  in  their  affairs  ;  and  ill  treatmenf  from  others  was 
insde  to  work  for  their  good* 


VT 
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V.  For  the  lame  end  I  iTiall  give  a  concife  view 
of  another  controverfy  at  this  time.  A  minifter 
at  Bolton,  in  Worceiler  county,  after  being  intern- 
Derate  at  other  times,  drank  to  excefs  on  a  facra-’ 
mental  feafon,  fo  as  to  fhock  the  whole  congre¬ 
gation.  But  when  his  church  called  him  to  ac¬ 
count  therefor,  he  at  firft  denied  the  crime,  and 
then  confefled  it ;  yet  he  violated  his  promife  about 
oiFering  fatisfaclion  to  the  congregation.  Three- 
Councils  w^ere  called,  who  were  all  for  continuing 
him  in  office  there.  But  as  he  had  affumed  the 
pow'er  to  negative  the  acts  of  the  church,  even  when 
dealing  with  him,  and  to  dilTolve  their  meeting 
without  their  confent,  thev  called  a  meeting  them- 
felves,  and  chofe  a  moderator  and  cLerk,  and  made 
fome  propofais  to  their  minifter,  and  adjourned. 
But  as  he  gave  them  no  fatisfaftion,  they,  at  their 
fecond  adjoiimment,  Auguft  8,  177 difmiffed  him 
from  his  office,  and  from  their  communion  ;  and  the 
town  concurred  therewith.  This  alarmed  many 
others,  who  exerted  all  their  influence  to  prevent 
the  fetdement  of  another  minifter  there  in  thole  cir- 
cumftances.  Mr.  Zubdiei  Adams  publillied  afer- 
mon  againft  it  in  1772,  which  was  anfwered  by  one 
who  ftiles  himfelf  A  Neighbours  snd  each  wrote 
again  upon  the  fubjeft  in  1773.  Two  editions  of 
Mr.  Wife's  v/orks  were  alfo  now  publiJlied  s  on  the 
other  hand  a  pamphlet  came  out,  faid  in  the  title 
page  to  be  publilhed  hy  the  Convention  of  the  mini- 
flers  of  the  Province  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bay,  at  their 
annual  meeting  in  BofloHy  May  26,  1773  ;  the  whole 
labour  of  which  is  fo  prove,  that  a  church  has  not 
a  right  to  difmifs  their  minifter  contrary  to  his 
confent,  or  uo  the  direftion  of  others,  where  a 
Council  of  them  can  be  had„  For  this  end,  they 
infert  a  paffage  from  Cambridge  platform,  whi  h 
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fays,  ,  la  cafe  an  .elder  offend  incarrigably,  the 
matter  fo  requiring,  as  the  church  had  power  to 
call  to  office,  fo  jhey  have  power,  according  to 
order  (the  Council  of  other  churches,  where  it 
may  be  had,  directing  thereto)  to  remove  him 
from  office/’  Now  it  is  a  known  rule  in  grammar, 
that  though  a  parenthefis  is  ufeful  in  its  place,  yet 
that  the  fenfe  is  good  without  it.  So  are  Councils 
ufeful  in  difficult  cafes,  if  they  hold  up  true  light ; 
but  it  is  a  violation  of  faid  rule,  to  make  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  a  Council  eflential  to  the  churches  aft  in 
difmiffing  their  minifter.  Another  authority  pro¬ 
duced  by  this  Convention  is  a  paffage  from  Mr. 
Hooker,  which  declares  for  the  ufe  of  Councils, 
and  for  the  right  of  churches  to  withdraw  their 
communion  from  an  erroneou^s  church,  that  will 
not  be  reclamed.  This  will  not  be  denied ;  but 
the  queltion  in  hand  was,  where  the  power  of  doing 
it  lies  ?  Whether  in  the  body  of  each  church,  or  in 
a  colleftion  of  officers  above  them  ?  To  confute  the 
latter,  and  to  eftabliffi  the  former  of  thefe  points, 
was  the  main  defign  of  Hooker  in  that  book ;  of 
which  I  have  given  plain  proofs  (p.  40)  and  am 
ready  to  advance  more  if  neceffary.  Direftly  after 
their  pamphlet  came  out,  a  Council  of  feven  church¬ 
es,  viz.  four  from  Bofton,  one  from  Cambridge,  one 
from  Roxbury,  and  one  from  Dedham,  met  at  Bol¬ 
ton,  Aiiguft  3,  at  the  call  of  faid  depofed  minifter 
and  his  party.  And,  in  their  printed  refult,  they 
have  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  aft  of  the 
church  in  depofing  of  him  ought  be  looked  upon  as 
a  nullity^  becaufe  it  had  neither  his  confent,  nor  the 
direftion  of  a  Council  of  others,  where  it  might  have 
been  had.  They  alfo  deny  its  being  the  aft  of  the 
majority  of  all  the  male  members  of  Bolton  church  ; 

-which  laft  affertion  was  foou  after  proved  not  to  be 

true 
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true  in  fad.  In  another  publication  he  is  introduced, 
raying,.  “  I  have  three  times  been  tried  by  my  peers j 
and  ib  far  acquitted,  that  but  little  blame  hath  been 
calt  upon  me.”  And  his  advocate  fays  of  him, 
“  Having  never  been  condemned  by  the  lawful 
iudgment  peers,  and  being  ftill  thdr  mimfter 

In  the  eye  of  the  conftitution,  he  is  juftly  mtitled 
to  the  Juppori  they  at  firft  contraded  to  give  hitn ; 
neither  is  it  in  tht  power  of  his  people  to  withhold. 


It 


^  » 


iu  .  Which  is  making  them  lords  oveT  God’s  he- 
ritao^e,  inllead  of  being  examples  to  the  flock.  Yea, 
it  is  claiming  fuch  a  power  in  the  church,  as  the 
Britifli  Court,  even  at  this  time,  denied  in  the  State. 
For  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  MafTachtuetts 
were,  in  fome  cafes,  a  Court  of  Appeal,  finally  to 
decide  executive  matters  ;  and  Governor  Hutchin- 
fon  claimed  a  negative  power  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
his  legiflative  capacity.  But  as  the  quellion  con¬ 
cerning  it  was  referred  to  the  King  in  Council,  it 
y;as  determined  againft  the  Governor,  that  he  ftiould 
not  have  a  negative  power  in  that  Executive  Court ; 
which  determination  be  was  obliged  to  publilh  in 
Bolton  in  January,  1774.  And  it  is  moft  certain, 
that  the  Chriilian  church  is  only  an  executive  ju-r 
dicature  ;  yet  thofe  miniiters  were  now  contending 
for  a  negative  power  therein. 

VI.  And  though  the  Baptifts  had  no  hand  in 
the  Bolton  controverfy,  yet  it  lerves  more  clearly  to 
iuftify  their  oppofition  to  fuch  claims  of  power  at 
this  time.  A  leader  therein  was  Mr.  John  Davis, 
ion  re  a  Baptift  mii\iller  in  the  Delaware  State,  and 
educated  at  tlie  college  in  Philadelphia.  He  came 
to  Bolton  in  May,  1770,  and  veas  ordained  pallor  of 
the  fecond  Baptift  church  there  the  9th  of  September 
following.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  wholigned 

..  the 
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the  addrefs  of  the  Baptift  churches  to  our  Leeifla-- 
ture  the  next  month ;  but  perceiving  foon  after  that 
our  charter  gave  them  no  right  to  fupport  any  re¬ 
ligious  worftip  by  tax  and  compulfion,  he  plain¬ 
ly  declared  it  to  men  of  note  j  which  was  the  chief 
caufe  of  the  mean  and  fcurrilous  treatment  from  the 
prels,  that  he  met  with  the  next  winter.  General 
Brattle,  when  ading  as  Chairman  of  the  committee 
of  the  Legillature  in  the  fpring,  treated  him  in  like 
manner  j  but  when  he  had  done,  Davis  arofe,  and 
diltiiiCtly  anfwered  his  arguments,  without  taking 
any  notice  of  the  perfonal  abufe  that  was  offered 
him.  A  gentleman  prefent  faid,  the  wo-fth  of  the 
man  never  appeared  fo  great  before.  'September 
lo,  177^5  the  Warren  Aflbeiation  made  choice  of 
him  as  tlieir  agent,  to  ufe  lus  beft  endeavours,  bv 
the^  advice  of  their  committee,  in  concert  with 
their  agents  in  London,  to  obtain  the  eftablifhrnent 
of  equal  religious  liberty  in  this  land.  And  the 
compiler  of  this  hitlory  was  then  requefted  by  a 
number  of  minifters  to  undertake  the  work;  anrt 
Mr.  Davis  promifed  his  affiftance  therein.  Bur, 
alas  !  he  had  done  but  little  towards  it  before 
his  health  failed,  and  his  life  followed  after.  ,  In 
Auguft,  1772,  he  took  a  voyage  to  Philadclpliia, 
hoping  to  receive  benefit  from  his  native  air.  And 
obtaining  feme  relief,  and  meeting  with  one  of  his 
brethren  in  cue  miniflry,  who  was  goinsTto  prea-ch 
to  the  weftern  Indians,  he  let  out  with  him,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  friends  who  were  going  to  fettle  upon 
the  Ohio.  But  on  February  i,  1773,  followr 
ing  account  was  publiflied  in  - Philadelphia,  viz; 

By  advices  from  the  Ohio  we  learn,  that  upon  the 
23th  of  December  the  Reverend  John  Davis,  A.  M. 
Fellow  of  Rhbde-Illand  college,  and  one  of  the 
members  of  the  American  Philofophical  Society, 

'  died 
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died  there-  after  an  illnefsof  three  weeks,  in  the  36tli 
year  of  his  age.”  The  minifter  he  wa$  with  in^ 
forms  us,  that  fome  of  his  laft  words  were  thefe  ; 
“  In  a  iittle  ti  im  I  expecl  to  be  with  Chrift,  to  lee 
and  know  him  as  he  is  now  known^  and  as  he  is  not 
known.  My  faith  in  my  Saviour  is  unfaaken'^.^' 
VIL  Ik  September,  1772,  the  author  was  cho- 
fen  an  agent  of  the  Baptift  churches  in  Mr.  Davis's 
room  y  and  the  following  events  took  place  among 
them.  Though  their  church  in  Chelmsford  had 
given  in  certificates  according  to  lav/,  yet  they  w^ere 
all  taxed  to  parilh  teachers  ^/and  in  a  cold  feafon, 
January  26,  i773>  three  of  their  lociety  were  im- 
prifoned  therefor  at  Concorth  out  of  whom  .v/as  82 
years  old  1  and  they  commenced  a  fuit  in  la'w  for 
recompence  ;  but  their  cafes  vvere  long  delayed. 
In  Bellingham  equal  liberty  v/as  enjoyed,  bppaufe 
there  was  none  but  a  Baptift  minifter  in  thetp^n,; 

JL  *  •*  "  *  '  **  7^' 

but  a  niiinber  of  his  hearers  who  lived  in  Mendon 
were  fo  much  oppreffed  with  taxes  to  other  mini-^ 
fters,  that  in  the  three  .preceding  years  they  efti- 
mated  their  damages  oig  that-aGcoupt  .at  neap  Fifty 
Pounds.  ;  And  thefe  and  othFr  things  bein  g  laid 
fore  the  Baptift  committee.  May  5^  they  ad  vifed  their 
agent  to  write  to  all  their'^churchesf  to.  conftder 
whether  it  was  not  their  duty  to  refufe  to  give  any 
more  certificates  to  the. power  that  ppprefted.  them  ; 
and  to  bring  in, their  conclufio-gs -upon  it  to  their 
next  AiTociation.  And  further  lighn  w’^as  held  up 
by  their  enemies  a  few"  days  .after.  For,  to  vindi¬ 
cate  their  praftice,  they  publifned  an  account  of  all 
thein  exempting  Jaws  in  the  Bofton  Evening  Ppfl, 
of  May  17,  and  as  the  firft  of  them-ordered  Epifep-- 
pali^ns  ineaphparilh  tprbe  carved  with  the  reft, .and 
then  that  their  oninifters  Ihould  draw  the  naoneyput 

■  of 
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of  the  parilh  treafury,  it  was  now  faid,  “  Had  the 
fame  prudent  precaution  been  taken  with  refpeft  to 
the  Anabaptifts,  when  they  were  exempted  from  be¬ 
ing  taxed  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  minifters  of 
the  churches  by  law  eftablifhed,  thofe  avaricious  and 
diffolute  perfons,  who  get  under  water  to  walhi  away 
their  minifter’s  rates,  without  any  expeftation  or  de¬ 
fire  ofwafhmg  away  their  fins,  would  have  had  little 
or  no  temptation  to  declare  themfelves  Anabaptills.” 
^^'hen  the  Warren  Aflbciation  met  at  Medfield, 
September  7,  1773,  they  concluded  to  refrain  from 
giving  any  more  certificates  to  chat  power,  for  thefe 
rcafons.  i.  Becaufe  it  implies  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment,  that  civil  rulers  have  a  right  to  fet  up  one 
religious  fe£l  above  another,  which  they -have  not. 
-2.  Becaule  they  are  not  reprefentatives  in  religious 
rnatters,  and  therefore  have  no  right  to  impofe  re¬ 
ligious  taxes.  3.  Becaufe  fuch  a  praftice  embold¬ 
ens  fhe  adlors  therein  to  affume  God’s  prerogative, 
and  to  judge  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  put  not  in¬ 
to  their  mouths.  4.  Becaufe  the  church  is  pre- 
fented  as  a  chafte  virgin  to  Chrift ;  and  to  place 
her  tfuft  and  love  upon  any  others  for  temporal 
fupport,  is  flaying  the  harlot,  and  lb  the  way  to 
deftroy  all  religion.  (Hof.  ii.  5.)  5.  Becaufe  the 

pradfice  abovefaid  tends  to  envy,_  hypocrify  and 
eonfufion,  and  fo  to  the  ruin  of  civil  fociety  *.  When 
the  author  came  to  Bofton  to  compleat  this  publica¬ 
tion,  he  met  with  two  printed  letters  againft  the 
dofign ;  to  which  he  returned  the  following  reply, 
ofcj  Oftober  14.  “  Mr,  Draper,  as  you  have  allow¬ 
ed  a  pretended  Baptift  room  for  two  long  letters  in 
jrour  paper  of  the  2d  and  30th  of  September,  I 
hope  y  ou  will  give  a 'real  Baptift  room  for  a  Ihort 
atj^er  to  him  in  your  next.  1  call  him  a  pre¬ 
tended 
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tended  Baptift,  and  think  I  have  reafgn  io  to  do ; 
for  though  he  gives  his  word  for  it  that  he  is  of  our 
denomination,  yet  the  whole  tenor  of  his  letters  is, 
to  perfuade  us  to  be  eafy  under  the  taxing  laws  ot 
the  other  party  j  and  towards  the  clofe  of  his  nrit 
letter  he  fays,  bad  we  for  a  little  while  borne  only  the 
little  finger  of  the  Epifcopalian  hierarchy,  we  fhould  think 
the  burthen  comparatively  light,  though  we  were  called 
to  bear  the  weight  of  the  loins  of  the  Prejbyterians  6f 
New-England.  And  is  not  the  hand  of  Joab  in  all 
this  !  For  my  part,  I  am  not  able  to  get  a  pair  ot 
fcales  fufficient  to  weigh  thofe  two  great  bodies  in, 
the  Epifcopal  hierarchy  and  the  New-England  Pref- 
byterains,  fo  as  to  find  out  exadly  which  is  heavieft : 
But  if  this  pretended  brother  had  felt  what  father 
Obadiah  Holmes  once  felt  in  Boilon  from  our  oppo=. 
nents,  he  would  not  have  been  fo  eafy  as  he  now  feems 
to  be.”  Hereby  a  flop  was  put  to  tliat  mOan  and 
fcandalous  pradice,  of  afluming  the  Baptift  name, 
in' writings  againft  their  welfare.  Neither  did  any 
anfwef  ever  appear  to  the  above  reafons  for  equal 
liberty,  though  oppreffion  was  ftill  carried  on  un¬ 
der  religious  pretences. 

VIII.  By  afliftance  from  Haverhill,  a  Baptift 
church  was  regularly  formed  at  Goreham,  near 
Cafeo-Bay,  June  20,  1768.  And  Jofeph  Moody, 
a  member  of  it,  who  lived  in  Scarborough,  had  the 
fame  certified  annually  to  their  parifh  afreftbrs  ac¬ 
cording  to  law ;  yet  diflrefs  was  ftill  made  upon  him  _ 
for  taxes  to  parifli  worfhip.  For  fuch  a  tax  of  about 
Six  Dollars,  a  good  riding  beaft  was  taken  from  him 
in  1771  ;  he  therefore  prefented  proper  vouchers  of 
thefe  faefts  to  the  Affembly  at  Bofton,  January  26, 

,  1774,  with  a  petition,  that  like  the  good  Samaritan 
they  would  again  fet  him  upon  his  own  beaft.  A 
committee  was  fent  out  upon  it,  whofe  report  was  to 

difmifs 
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diRnifs  die  petition^  which  wfts  done.  About  di  is  tiitie- 
eighteen 'iTierij  oi  theSHptifi'  lociety  in  Wnrwicki*in 
a  very  cold  feafoh,  were  felzed  for  a  [larifh  tax,  and 
carried  forty  miles,  and  call  into  Northariipton  gaoL 
On  February  i^,  an  actouht  thereof  was  brought 
to  the  agent  of  the  Baptife  churches^  who  diredly 
laid  their  cafe  before  the  Legiflature  at  Bofton’; 
praying  that  they  might  be  ■  releafed,  that  recom- 
pence  might  be  made  them,  and  effectual  meafures 
taken  to  prevent  fuch  things  for  the  future.  Bur, 
though  a  committee  was  fent  out  upon  it,  no  help 
was  granted.  This  moved  one  of  the  Baptift  com¬ 
mittee  to  exprefs  his  aftonifhm.ent  thereat,  in  the 
gazette  of  March  3,  and-to  afk  how  this  news  would 
be  received  in  fiftcr  Colonies,  or  at  the  Britifh  Court, 
from  whence  late  help  had  been  afforded  to  our  Afh- 
field  brethren  ?  A  reply  hereto  came  out  March  i‘4, 
which  faid,  “  No  one  can  deny  that  they  have  been 
in  great  trouble  of  late  5  and  whoever  confiders  how 
dangerous  the  oesupationof  counterfeiting  an  efta- 
blifhed  currency  is,  they  cannot  greatly  admire  at 
it.”  Which  inuendo  was  catched  at,  and  enlarged 
upon  in  the  Providence  gazette.  T'hough  infadl  a 
Pedobaptift  church  member  in  Afhfield  had,  before 
this,  been  convidled  of  harbouring  a  counterfeiting 
club  at  his  houfe,  for  which  the  Court  gave  judg¬ 
ment  that  he  fhould  be  fined,  fet  in  the  pillory,  and 
have  his  ears  crept ;  while  a  Baptift  member,  whom 
they  had  enfnared,  was  only  fined.  Thus  do  men 
expofe  themfelves,  v/hen  they  drag  into  religious 
controverfy  things  which  have  no  relation  to  it.  In 
a  Bofton  paper  of  April  7,  the  affeffors  of  Warwick 
publifhed  a  vindication  of  themfelves  in  taxing  thofe 
Baptifts,  in  which  they  faid,  “  We  apprehend  that 
every  body  politic  have  a  right  to  choofe  their  re¬ 
ligion,  and  to  enaift  laws  for.,  its  fupport,  and  that 

they 
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they  ought  fo  to  do  :  And  fince  CongregationalifnrJ 
is  the  choice  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  the  re-^ 
ligion  which  our  forefathers  hadim  view  to  dfablifli 
in  cbming  over  to  this  country,  we  think  there  i^ 
good  reafon  why  diffenters  from  us  fhoiild  pay  to- 
the  fupport  of  it ;  efpecially  fince  it  is  one  conditiort 
upon  which  they  receive  and  hold  their  lands.’* 
This  Lift  article  is  flatly  denied,  and  let  any  oi  that 
party  prove  it  if  they  can.  And  will  any  ftill  plead 
for  a  praftice  that  cannot  be  upheld  without  lying !; 
Another  evil  effect  of  it  is  before  iis. 

rX.  One  of  the  Chelmsford  cafes  was  now  tried 
at  Charleftown.  Jonathan  Sewal,  the  lawyer  wha 
was  rnoft  a6live  againft  the  Baptifts  of  Haverhill, 
undertook  for' them;  and  he  mufl  needs  put  the 
collector  as  well  as  the  afleflfors  into  the  writ.*  The 
efFedt  of  wliich  was,  that  the  jury  judged  the  aflef- 
fors  to  be  guilty,  and  the  colleftor  not  guilty ;  and 
that  the  Baptifl  Ihould  recover  of  the  afiTeffors 
Three  Pounds  damages  and  cofts,  while  the  col- 
leftor  fhould'  recover  Colts  of  the  Baptifl:  for  car¬ 
rying  hirb  to  priion,  where  he  was  confined  above 
three  days.  The  guilty  aflefiTors  foon  had  their  ex- 
pences  paid  by  the  town ;  but  as  the  Judges  and  faid 
lawyer  went  off  direftly,  the  other  Chelmsford  cafest 
were  never  tried,  nor  the  fmall  fum  now  adjudged 
to  ofle  of  them  received.  And  no  exempting  law 
for  the  Baptifts  in  this  Province  was  How  iri  force, 
Thefe  things  being  heard  of  at  Philadelphia,  caufcd 
an  uneafinefs  arlnong  the  Prefbyterians  therCj  and  a 
man  was  fent  from  thence  to  Bofton,  and  a  new  ex¬ 
empting  aft  was  palTed  at  Salem  in  June  ;  after 
v/hich  it  was  declared  in  a  Philadelphia  paper,  that 
relief  was  granted  to  the  Baptifts  in  the  Maffachu- 
fetts.  Such  pains  have  that  feft  taken  to  keep  up 
their  credit  and  influence  in  this  country.  But  that 

P  p  a6t 


282  A,  CHURCH  HISTORY 

aft  'was  fo  far  from  affording  us  any  relief,  that  it 
required  annual  certificates  to  be  recorded  in  each 
parifh  where  the  Baptifts  lived,  a  copy  of  which 
could  not  be  had  without  Fourfence  of  our  money, 
which  is  threepence  fieri ing.j  the  very  tax  upon  a 
pound  of  tea  that  brought  on  the  American  war. 
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m 

t  *  '  ‘  ‘  ,  *  *•  , 
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-L  iTT^I  S  P  U  T  E  S  about  power  and  gain,  under 
JLr  a  religious  ma(k,  could  no  longer  be  re- 
drained  "to  words*,  but  muft  come  to  dreadful  blows'^ 
To  this  thofe  claims  have  always  rtended.  When 
Henry  the  "8th  revolted  from  the  church  of 
Rome,  and  fet  himfelf  up  as  head  of  the  church  of 
England,  he  rDled  as  tyrannically  as  the  Pope  did  5 
though  his  allowing  the  common  people 'to '^have 
the  bible  dn  their  own  tongue, 'gave  muchdight'^tb 

nation.  And  a  .greater .  refonnation  was  f  re¬ 
duced 
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duced  thereby,  in  the  fhort  reign  of  his  fon  Ed¬ 
ward,  than  the  church  of  England  has  ever  atta 
ed  to  fince.  Neither  do  thejr  ideas  differ  fo  much 
from  ours  about  fafts,  as  about  the  names  they 
ouaht  to  be  called  by.  An  Epifcopal  miniftcr  of 
confiderable  note,  after  thirty  years  labour  ^  P™" 
.BOte  their  way  in  New-England,  gave  the  o  ow- 
ino-  account  of  the  caufe  of  its  firft  plantation.  Says 
he  cc  While  the  virgin  Queen,  of  immortal  me¬ 
mory,  fat  at  the  helm,  fhefteered  ^  fteady  a  couri^ 
and  rode  with  fo  tight  a  rein,  that  Calvims  Engli 
difciples,  impregnated  with  the  leaven  of  Geneva, 
could  do  little  more,  upon  their  return,  after  the 
Maria  perfecution,  than  fret  in  their  fetters,  mur¬ 
mur,  and  mutter  their  difccntents  in  fecret.  »-lo 
Elizabeth  fucceeded  James,  father  of  the  martyr. 
He  imagining  it  more  for  his  eafe,  threw  away  the 
Queen’s  curb,  and  rode  with  a  fnaffle. 
this  foft  Sovereign  the  non  cons  leem,  by  the  Gai- 
liotifm  of  the  flate,  and  Grindalizing  of  the  church, 
to  have  grown  into  great  numbers.  But  Chailes 
refumed,  in  fome  fort,  the  heroine  s  bridE,  and  gave 
leave  to  Laud  to  make  ufe  of  whip  and  fpur  ;  fo  the 
fturdy  Puritan,  unufed  to  reftraint,  and  growing 
reftive,  finding  that  flouncing  and  plunging  v/ould 
not  throw  down,  ran  aw'ay  from  his  riders,  and  looic 
fanftuary  in  New-Pingland.  But  good  God!  how 
dearly  did  that  moftpious  Prince  and  holy  prelate  pay 
for  this!  and  hov/  fatal  and  iafting  have  been  the  con- 
feouences  of  that  grand  k.ebellion,  that  biought 
both  of  thole  great  perfonages  to  the  block*! 
That  is,  Charles  tlaimed  a  right  to  impofe  laws  and 
taxes  upon  the  people  without  their  confent,  ano 

Laud 

*  Letters  from  Narraganfet,  >752,  by  James  M'Sparran, 
D.  D.  printed  at  Dublin,  1753,  under  the  title  of  Jmrka 
diJJs^cdj  p*  ^3^  24* 
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without  which  It  wi]l  fcarcely  fit  fail  upQn  the  Kino-’$ 
head  j  therefore  you  muft  dp  AOthing  to  change'of 
kflen  this  neceffary  dependency  Before  the  re, 
formation  the  Pope  rode  foremoft,  and  fometimes 
compelled  Princes  to  tyalk  on  foot,  yea,  to'hold  his 
Lirryp  ;  but  fince^  as  is  here  obferved,  they  have 
been  always  careful  to  keep  the  reins  in  their  own 

fhis  conteft  has  cayfed  infinite  mif- 
chiefs  in  Npw-pngland. 

firft  planters  of  it  reejuefted  no  more 
than  equal  liberty  of  confcience  j  and  though  the 
crown  would  only  giye  a  conditional,  and  not  an 
ablolute  pronfife  thereof,  «  Yet,  calling  them- 
felves  on  the  care  of  Providence,  they  refolved  to 
venture f.”  On  this  foundation  was  New-England 
planted  in  i620j  and  this  has  been  its  only  liip- 


port 


*  Rapin,  vol.  2,  p.  yio. 

+  Prince’s  chronology,  p.  57,  60. 
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port  ever  fince.  For  though  the  Maffachufetts 
company  came  over  ten  years  after,  with  an  am¬ 
ple  charter  from  Charles ;  yet  he  and  Laud  foon 
attempted  to  vacate  it,  and  at  length  pofitively  re-? 
quired  the  company  to  fend  it  back  again*:  And 
the  lofs  of  their  heads,  and  the  overthrow  of  Epif- 
copacy,  was  the  caufe  why  thefe  plantations  were 
not  then  entirely  ruined.  In  flie  mean  time,  an 
imagination  of  great  purity  at  Bofton  emboldened 
the  church  to  alTume  the  whole  government  in  this 
wildernefs,  with  an  expeftation  of  exhibiting  to  t^ 
world  fuch  a  view  of  the  glory  of  Chriftianity,  as  hai^ 
never  before  been  feen.  And  the  leaders  here  wer^ 
enchanted  with  this  bright  image,  until  their  char¬ 
ter  was  wrefted  from  them  in  1684;  upon  which 
the  world  refolutely  took  the  bridle  again  into  their 
own  hands.  And  how  flattering  was  their  late  prof- 
pe6t,  of  riding  where  they  pleafed  without  con- 
troul  ?  Methinks  I  hear  the  Britifli  miniftry  fay¬ 
ing,  our  fleets  and  armies  have  triumphed  over 
all-  our  enemies,  and  we  are  revered  to  the  re- 
moteft  regions.  The  wealth  of  both  the  Indies  is 
purs,  and  our  refources  are  boundlefs.  The  vaft 
continent  of  North-America  is  wholly  at  our  com¬ 
mand,  and  who  can  hinder  our  doing  as  we  pleafe  ? 
Arts  and  fciences  are  already  carried  very  high,  and 
who  knows  how  much  greater  improvements  may 
be  made  ?  As  to  religion,  fanaticifm  and  bigotry 
are  quite  out  of  falhion,  and  reafon  and  liberty  £re 
the  darling  topics  of  the  age.  Epifeopacy  prevails 
in  almoft  all  our  Colonies,  and  foon  will  in  the  re¬ 
mainder.  Parliaments  have  formerly  made  dread¬ 
ful  work  5  cut  off  the  head  of  one  King,  and  drove 
another  from  his  throne  j  but  thofe  days  of  fuper^ 
ftition  and  cruelty  are  at  ah  end.  The  Parliament 
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is  nawemirely  at  our  command;  and  the  eftablifh* 
ment  of  its  ftip.remacy  over  the  Colonies  is  all  that 
is  wanting  to  compleat;  the  happinefs  of  the  empire ; 
and  who  can  prevent  fo  great  a  good  ?  Can  a  few 
feftious  fellows  at  Bofton  do  it!  The  thought  is 
contemptible  !  And  we  are  aflui-ed,  by  the  moft 
refpedable  gentlemen  upon  the  continent,  that  as 
foon  as  it  is  feen  that  government  is  determined  to 
maintain ‘its  authority,  oppofition  will  ceafe,  and  the 
land  will  be  at  reft.  At  their  head  is  a  man,  who^ 
by  the  belt  hiftory  of  his  country  that  was  ever  pub- 
liftied,  has  difcovered  a  perfeft  knov/ledge  of  their 
affairs,  civil  and  religious.  And  his  influence  is  fo 
great,  that  after  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  the  Province,  he  was  freely  ele(5ted  into  their 
Council.  At  the  fame  time  he  had  the  command 
of  their  caftie,  the  key  of  their  chief  harbour,  was 
Judge  of  Probate  ia  thein  head  county,  and  Chief 
Judge  of  their  Supreme  Executive  Court  through 
the  Colony;  until  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
raife  him  to  the  higheft  feat  in  their  government. 
Who  then  can  fcruple  the  truth  of  his  teftimony, 
or  the  fufficiency_of  his  influence  to  accomplilh 
our  defires  ? 

III.  I  AM  fenfible  that  thefe  ideas  will  not  pleafe 
fome  men  ;  therefore  the  following  fafts  are  adduced 
to  fupport  them.  The  moft  plaufible  plea  for  the 
claim  of  Britain  to  tax  America  was,  that  we  were 
indebted  to  her  for  protection.  If  fo,  why  did  fhe 
pay  us  large  fums,  for  affilting  her  in  her  wars  ? 
Our  conqucft  of  Cape-Breton,  in  17451  brought  her 
into  debt  to  us,  for  which  fhe  lent  us  over  a  good 
quantity  of  calh,  whereby  we  were  enabled  to  call 
in  our  paper  money.  Yet,  through  jealoufy  of  our 
power,  a6ts  of  Parliament  were  paffed  in  1749  to 
prohibit,  under  great  penalties,  the  ereftion  of  any 

tilt-ha«>naer3 
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tilt-hammers  here  to  plate  iron,  furoaces  te  make 
fteel,  or  flitting-mills  to  out  naikrods ;  altlWugh  n5 
country  abounds  more  than  ours  with  iron.  fA'H 
this  and  much  more  was  patiently  borne,  and  re^ 
quifitions  from  the  crown,  of  alTiftance  in  the.  fuc- 
ceeding  wars,  were  obeyed  beyond  our  p'roporbionj 
for  which  large  fums  were  repaid  by  Pafliailaent. 
Did  this  look  as  if  they  thought  we  were  in  debt  to 
them  ?  By  no  means.  But  foon  after  the  ,pea^  of 
1763,  they  paffed  an  a£l  to  compel  the  Colonies  to 
furnifli  certain  articles  foria  ftanding  army  thierei(n  ia 
the  time  of  peace  ;  the  great  engine  off  deipotifrh. 
And  as  this  a6t  was  but  partly  obeyed  inNew-y.ork} 
their  iegiflative  power  was  fufpended, 
fhould  do  it  fully.  T o  this  the  ;ftaitip-a&  was4dded> 
to  deprive  America  of  any  legal  deeds  of 
orfecurities  for  our  monc^y,  without  payiiigha 
therefor  to  Britain.  And  wheii  4hcy -were  f 
to  repeal  that  ad  :in  March,  fit- was 

That  his  Majefty  in  Ear4iaa>e^t.,  of  rigtej/jhad 
power  to  bind  the  people  of  the  I  Golome&  fey 'fta-? 
tute^s  IN  A'll  oases  wH  ATSOE:yER.’f'  William  War- 
burton,  rBifliop  of  Gloucefter,  had  .  deiiver-dd^a  ler-i 
mon,  the. preceding  month,  before  th«  fociety  who 
ftipported  their  miffionaries  in-Americay  whereiti 
he  called  the  inhabitants  of  it  fadious,  paopip,-re^- 
dy  to  laugh < at  the  bibie  ;  android,  The  fpread- 
ing  offGENTiLisM  in  tbe.  Colonies  4aUsri4bri) 
rejeded  charity.’'  And- toi  reader ^them  i^iOdiouS 
as  poffible,  he  accufed  themipf  rarinuallyrlfteali^ 
flavesyfrom  the  oppofite  contiaent,  .and  fecrificing 
them  to  their  gtQdit  idol> ;  tkcjgpd  of. gain. ,  O^^rNo- 
thing  ffays  he)  tsanore  certain,  than  that  thetin-? 
famous  trafhe  for  flaves  diredly  infringes  both 
divine  and  human  law.  Nature  createdr  man-free, 
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,^d  grace  invites  him  to  aflert  his  freedom*.” 
Yet  it  is  moft  certain  that  his  party,  in  the  fouthern 
Colonies,  and  in  the  Weft-India  iflands,  have  had 
the  chief  hand  in  that  infamous  traffic.  February 
20,  1767,  John  Ewer,  Bilhop  of  LandafF,  before 
the  fame  fociety,  faid  of  the  firft  planters  of  New- 
England,  “  What  reproach  could  be  caft  heavier 
than  they  deferve  ?  who,  with  their  native  foil, 
abandoned  their  native  manners  and  religion  ;  and 
ere  long  were  found  ,  in  many  parts  living  without 
remembrance  or  knowledge  of  God,  without  any 
divine  worlhip,  in  dilTolute  wickednefs,  and  the 
moft  brutal  profligacy  of  manners.  Inftead  of  con¬ 
verting  barbarous  infidels,  as  they  undertook  to  do, 
they  became  themfelves  infidels  and  barbarians. 
And  is  it  not  fome  aggravation  of  their  fhame,  that 
this  their  negleft  of  religion  was  contrary  to  the 
pretences  and  conditions  under  which  they  obtain¬ 
ed  royal  grants  and  public  authority  ?”  And  having 
exprefled  his  earneft  defire  and  hopes  of  the  fpeedy 
eftablifhment  of  bilhops  in  America,  he  fays,  “  This 
point  obtained,  the  American  church  will  foon  go 
out  of  its  infant  ftate ;  be  able  to  ftand  upon  its 
own  legs,  and  without  foreign  help  Jufport  and 
Ipread  itfelf.  Then  the  bufinefs  of  this  fociety  will 
have  been  brought  to  the  happy  iffue  intended^." 
(See  p.  27,  28.)  Dr.  Thomas  Bradbury  Chand¬ 
ler,  of  New-Jerfey,  now  publifhed  a  book  upon  the 
fame  fubjeft;  wherein  he  owns  it  as  the  opinion  of 
manv,  that  the  circumftances  of  the  nation  now  af¬ 
forded  the  moft  favourable  profpeft  of  the  fpeedy 
eftablifhment  of  bifhops  here,  that  had  ever  appear¬ 
ed  fince  Queen  Ann’s  death.  Yet  he  had  the  face  to 

declare 
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declare  that  fuch  a  plan  was  agreed  upon,  That 
bifliops  ihall  not  interfere  with  the  property  or  pri-^ 
vileges,  whether  civil  or  religious,  of  churchmen 
or  diflenters — but  fliall  only  ordain  and  govern 
the  clergy,  and  adminifter  confirmation  to  thofe 
who  Ihall  defire  it*/'  The  tea  and  glafs-a<5t  was 
pafled  this  year  ;  which  moved  the  Pennfylvania 
Farmer  to  write  his  elegant  letters  upon  our  public 
danger ;  the  firft  of  which  was  dated  November  5, 
1767.  As  thofe  letters  were  greatly  efteemed,  and 
had  very  extenlive  efFefts,  ten  letters  by  way  of 
anfwer  to  them  were  publiflied  at  Bofton,  in  1769. 
Much  pains  were  taken  therein  to  perfuade  us  that 
the  Farmer  had  given  falfe  alarms,  and  that  our 
liberties  were  in  no  real  danger  5  and  yet  in  the 
ninth  letter  it  was  faid,  “  The  queftion  whether  the 
Parliament  can  lay  internal  taxes  could  be  deter¬ 
mined  beft  by  confidering  the  power  of  that  body 
to  alter  or  vacate  charters.  The  Parliament  care . 
annul  our  charters  at  without  alledging  pro 

eauja  mijujer  or  ahujer,  beeaufe  the  King  is  joined 
by  the  whole  Council  of  the  nation.”  And  in 
January,  1773,  Governor  Hutchinfon  purpofely 
drew  our  Aflembly  into  a  debate  upon  this  fub- 
jeft;  and  when  he  clofed  it  the  6th  of  March  he 
laid,  “  It  is  cllential  to  the  being  of  government, 
that  power  fhould  always  exift  which  no  other  pow¬ 
er  within  fuch  government  can  have  right  to  with- 
ftand  or  controul  •,  therefore,  when  the  word  power 
relates  to  the  fupreme  authority  of  government,  it 

q  muft 


•  Chandler’s  appeal  to  the  public,  p.  Jo-— 54,  79. 

f  5  power  claimed  by  man,  which,  with-  reverence 

be  It  fpoken,  IS  what  the  eternal  Jehovah  never  affumed  !  His 
inhmte  pwfeaions  render  it  impoffible  for  him  to  lie,  to  aa  in- 
confii  ently,  or  to  entice  any  into  fin  ;  all  which  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  done,  by  men  who  have  affumed  the  power  to  Attijktft- 
rehgiQus  teachers  by  tax  and  compulfion.  / 
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muft  be  imderftood  absolute  and  unlim^ed.” 
And  he  refufed  his  confent  to  p  aft-pafled  in  that 
feffion,  to  grant  the  falaries  of  the  Judges  of  our 
Superior  Executive  Courtj  becaule  he  expedted  that 
the  Kino-  would  pay  them  out  of  the  American 
revenue^hen  collefting.  In  June  following  his 
letter  to  a  member  of  Pariiamentj  of  January  20> 
1769,  was  publiflied  by  the  Affembly  at  Bofton, 
wherein  he  faid,  “  I  never  think  of  the  meafures 
leceffary  for  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  without  pain.  There  muft  be  an  abridgment 
of  what  are  called  Englifti  liberties.  This,  and 
other  original  letters,  were  procured  and  fent  back 
by  the  amiable  and  judicious  Franklin,  our  agent 
at  the  Britifh  Court ;  who,  as  foon  as  this  was  known 
there,  was  fpurned  from  thence  with  much  fcorn 
and  bitternels  i  an  infallible  evidence  tnat  what 
they  were  in  purfuit  of  were  the  works  of  darkaejs-, 
for  he  that  doth  truth  cometh  to  the  light,  that  his  deeds 
may  be  made  manifeft.  John  iii.  2.0,  21. 

IV  In  November  following  arrived  large  car. 
goes  of  tea,  which  were  fent  over  to  eftabhlh  a 
precedent  of  the  power  of  the  Britilh  Parliament 
to  tax  this  country  internally.  From  Philadelphia 
and  New-York  it  was  fent  back,  and  not  fuftercd 
to  be  landed ;  and  the  fame  was  earneftly  tried  for 
at  Bofton  ;  But  Governor  Hutchmfon  reduced  his 
native  town  to  the  cruel  neceffity  of  either  fuffer- 
in<^  it  to  be  landed,  and  the  tax  thereon  paid,  or 
elfo  of  calling  it  into  the  fea ;  and  the  latter  was 
chofen.  Now  the  charafter  of  thole  who  teach 
God’s  fear  by  the  precepts  of  men,  is  to  watch  jor^ 
iniquity:  And  when  accounts  of  this  and  otha 
Sftions  arrived  ia  March  .774,  the  Bnnlh 
miniftry  imagined  that  they  had  got  enough  of  it 

to  cover  and  carry  their  arbitrary  defigns.  And 
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fuch  life  was  made  thereof,  as  to  procure  one  aft 
of  Parliament  to  fliyt  up  the  port  ofBofton,  until 
their  power  was  obeyed  there  5  a  fecond  to  rob  the 
people  of  this  Province  of  their  right  to  choofe 
their  own  Council ;  a  third  to  fcreen  the  executOiS 
of  their  orders  from  punilhment,  even  if  they  com¬ 
mitted  murder  in  doing  it;  and  a  fourth  greatly  to 
, enlarge  the  Province  of  C^ebec,  to  eftablifli  Pope¬ 
ry  therein,  and  to  deprive  its  inhabitants  of  their 
right  of  trials  by  jury,  and  other  Englifli  liberties* 
As  thefe  were  hoftile  meafures,  Xhomas  Gage,  the 
chief  commander  of  all  the  Britifh  forces  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  was  appointed  Governor  of  the  Maflachufetts, 
in  order  to  carry  them  into  effeft.  And  he  arrived 
at  Bofton  May  13,  where  he  met  the  Affembly 
the  a^th,  but  foon  prorogued  them  to  Salem,  where 
a  few  a£l:s  were  paffed,  and  then  they  w^ere  diffolv- 
ed,  never  to  meet  again  upon  their  former  confti- 
tution.  The  port  of  Bofton  was  fnut  up  iti  June, 
and  in  Augiift  twenty-four  of  the  thirty-fix  Coun- 
fellors,  appointed  for  us  by  the  crown,  were  fworn 
into  office ;  and  writs  were  iflued  for  a  new  choice 
of  reprefentatives,  to  meet  them  at  Salem  the  5th 
of  06lober.  But  a  week  before  that  time  the 
Governor,  by  proclamation,  forbid  their  meeting ; 
becaufe  the  people  had  compelled  fome  of  thofe 
Counfellors  to  refign  their  commiffions,  and  the 
reft  vrere  afraid  to  venture  out  of  Bofton.  Yet 
moft  of  the  reprefentatives  met,  refolved  them- 
felves  into  a  Provincial  Congrefs,  and  fat  at  fever,al 
times  and  places,  until  they  difiTolved  on  Decem¬ 
ber  10 ;  having  taken  various  fteps  towards  the 
internal  regulation  and  defence  of  the, country,  and 
propofed  a  new  Choice  of  delegates  from  the  towns, 
to  meet  in  February.  In  the  mean  time  all  thefe 
Colonies  confidered  the  cafe  of  Bofton  as  their  own, 

and 
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and  fent  large  contributions  to  its  fuffering  inha¬ 
bitants.  Delegates  from  twelve  Colonies  met  at 
Philadelphia,  September  5,  and  fat  till  Odober  26, 
Rated  the  unalienable  rights  of  mankind,  and  the 
nature,  limits  and  end  of  civil  government,  in  a’ 
clear  manner ;  and  fent  addrefles  to  the  throne, 
and  to  various  parts  of  the  empire,  well  calculated 
to  expofe,  and,  if  pofllble,  to  remove  the  dangers 
that  hung  over  our  liberties.  They  alfo  recom¬ 
mended  wife  meafures  for  our  internal  regulation ; 
and,  in  the  name  of  their  conftituents,  folemnly 
.covenanted  to  refrain  from  importing  any  Britilh 
goods,  or  exporting  any  of  purs  to  them,  after  cer¬ 
tain  times  fet ;  if  faid  oppreflive  ads  Ihould  not  then 
be  repealed,  until  their  repeal  was  effected,. 

In  the  night  preceding  September  i,  a  party 
of  foldiers  went  and  feized  a  large  quantity  of 
powder,  in  a  public  flore  in  Cambridge,  which, 
with  fome  field  pieces,  they  brought  off  to  Bofton ; 
upon  which  a  report  flew  like  the  wind,  that  Gage 
had  fent  put  his  troops,  who  were  killing  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Multitudes  were  alarmed  hereby,  and  were 
inarching  in  arms  to  relieve  their  friends,  until 
this  report  was  contradid:ed.  And  on  Lord’s 
day,  February  26,  1775,  ^  officer,  with 

about  an  hundred  ^men,  failed  from  the  caflle- 
to  Marblehead,  and  then  marched  nimbly  to  Sa¬ 
lem,  to  fetch  fome  pieces  of  artillery  from  thence ; 
but  were  defeated  in  their  defign  by  the  vigilance 
of  the  people.  After  which  Colonel  Gilbert  col- 
Icdled  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  at  Free¬ 
town,  and  fent  to  the  Governor  for  proteftion  ; 
who  thereupon  wrote  to  the  authority  of  Briftol 
county,  to  make  provifion  for  two  hundred  fol¬ 
diers  there  :  But,  before  they  marched,  fome  thou- 

ffnds  of  the  inhabitants  alTembled  on  April  10, 
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ed  thofe  war  ftores,  and  difperfed  that  ncft  of  ene^ 
mies  at  Freetown.  Yet  after  all  this,  and  much 
more  of  like  nature,  we  are  informed,  that  the 
Mandamus  Counfellors  at  Bofton  were  under  fuch 
an  infatuation,  as  to  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
their  countrymen  would  not  venture  to  fight  againft 
the  King’s  troops  5  and  to  advi'fe  their  Governor 
to  try  the  experiment,  by  fending  a  body  of  them 
to  deftroy  or  bring  away  the  ftores  that  were  coK 
leded  at  Concord.  But  though  this  advice  was 
followed  with  great  fecrefy,  by  crofting  the  water 
from  Bofton  common  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  fo 
as  to  get  twelve  miles  in  their  way  before  funrife, 
yee  they  then  faw  a  company  of  the  militia  colledled 
to  oppofe  them ;  of  whom  they  killed  eight  men 
on  the  fpot,  and  then  marched  fix  miles  further  to 
Concord ;  where  they  fhot  down  two  men  more, 
before  our  people  fired  upon  them*.  And  they 
not  only  ufed  their  endeavours  to  deftroy  fome 
cannon  and  carriages,  but  alfo  caft  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  flour  into  the  river.  Hereupon  the 
cowardly  Americans  drove  the  heroic  Britons  back 
to  their  fhips  the  fame  day,  with  much  terror  and 
flaughter,  although  near  two  thoufand  of  their  beft 
troops  were  employed  in  the  affair;  which  will 
tranfmit  the  remembrance  of  Lexington,  and  the 
19th  of  April,  down  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 

V.  But  how  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  of 
fifteen  hundred  miles  extent,  divided  into  thirteen 
Colonies,  very  differently  conftituted,  wherein 
were  perfons  of  almoft  all  nations,  fefts  and  opi¬ 
nions,  could  unite  againft  the  arbitrary  claims  of 
the  mofl  powerful  kingdom  upon  earth,  and  could 
perfevere  therein  for  eight  tedious  years,  in  de¬ 
fiance 

♦  This  is  a  moft  certain  faft,  though  it  was  contradiiled  by 
Qur  cnenuss  in  Loudon* 
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fiance  of  the  ntrtioft  exertions ,  both  of  craft  and 
violence,  until  thofe  claims  are  fully  given  up,  is 
matter  of  univerfahaftonifbment,  and  will  be  the 
fubjecl  of  curious  enquiry  to  future  ages.-  To  me 
it  is  pafl:  all  doubt,  that  no  other  fufficient  reafon 
can«be  given  .for  this  unparalleled  event,  than  the 
defign  which  God  has  declared  to  us,  in  the  paf- 
fage  that  adorns  our  title  page.  Pride  and  dif- 
obedience  to  him  had  arrived  to  fuch  height  in, 
both  countries,  that  we  muft  become  dreadful 
fcourges  to  each  other,  to  difcover  what  was  in 
otir.hearts,  whether  we  would  keep  his  command- 
mejits  or  not. 

VI.  A  SECOND  Provincial  Congrefs  met  at  Con¬ 
cord,  February  i,  and  proceeded  to  further  mea- 
fares  for  the  defence  of  our  liberties  5  and  other 
Colonies  did  the  like.  The  AlTembly  at, Provi¬ 
dence,  in  December,  had  ordered  the  cannon  to 
be  brought  up  there  from  their  fort  near  New¬ 
port,  which  were  now  conveyed  to  the  camp  be¬ 
fore  Bofton,  formed  by  the  militia,  who  afiembled 
by  thoufands, .  and  filled  the  towns  and  villages, 
from  the  bay  fouth  of  Bofton  to  Myftic  river  on 
the  north ;  being  a  circle  of  twenty  miles.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Britifh  Generals,  Howe,  Bur- 
goyne  and  Clinton,  arrived  with  large  reinforce-, 
ments  to  their  army  at  Bofton.  Charleftown,  to  the 
north  of  it,  lies,  as  that  does,  upon  a  peninfula, 
the  latter  betwixt  Charles  and  Myftic  rivers.  It 
contained  above  four  hundred  houfes,  many  of 
them  very  elegant.  June  17  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders  perceived  that  the  Americans  had  begun 
to  fortify  a  hill  on  the  north  fide  of  Charleftown; 
upon  which  the  town  was  furrounded  with  their 
fhips  and  floating  batteries,  and  then  their  army 

landed  to  attack  our  entrenchment,  Burgoyne 

was 
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was  upon  a  hill  In  the  northeaft  part  of  Boftorr  j 
and  eight  days  after  he  wrote  the  followmg^ac- 
count  of  the  action  to  England.  Says  he,:  ii 
we  *look  to  the  height,  Howe’s  corps  afcending 
the  hill  in  the  face  of  entrenchments,  and  m  a 
ry  difadvantageous  ground,  was  much  engaged  i 
to  the  left  the  enemy  pouring  frefh  troop^  :by 
thoufands,  over  the  land,  and  in  the  arm  ot  the 
fea  our  fliips  and  floating  batteries  cannonading 
them;  ftraight  before  us  a  Jarge  and  noble  town 
in  one  great  blaze ;  the  church  fteepies,  being  px 
timber,  were  great  pyramids  of  nre  above  the  , 
behind  us,  the  church  fteepks  and  heights  bfour 
own  camp  covered  with  fpeftators  of  the  reft  of 
our  army  which  was  engaged;  the  hills  round  the 
country  covered  with  fpeftators,  the  enemy  all  in 
anxious  fufpence  ;  the  roar  of  cannon,  mortars  and 
mufquetry,  the  crufli  of  churches,  (hips  upon  the 
ftocks,  and  whole  ftreets  falling  together  in  ruins,^ 
to  fill  the  ear  ;  the  ftorm  of  redoubts,  with  the*  ob- 
jedls  above  defer) bed  to  flll  the  eye,  and  the  re¬ 
flexion  that  perhaps  a  defeat  was  a  final  lofs  _of 
the  Britifh  empire  in  America,  to  fill  the  mind- 
made  the  whole  a  pifture  and  complication  of  hor¬ 
ror  and  importance,  beyond  ‘any  thing  that  ever 
came  to  my  lot  to  be  witnefs  to. — Yet  the  day  end¬ 
ed  with  glory,  and  the  fuccefs  was  moft  important, 
confidermg  the  afcendency  it  gave  the  regular 
troops ;  but  the  lols  was  uncommon  in  ofticcrs, 

for  the  number  enga  ged.” 

VII,  Can  this  be  believed  by  pofterity  ?  Major 
Pitcairn,  who  was  itioft  forward  in  firing  upon 
our  people  at  Lexington,  was  now  flain,  with  two 
other  field  officers,  two  of  Howe’s  aids,  feven  Cap¬ 
tains,  and  about  eight  hundred  men ;  befides  near 

as 
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as  many  more  who  died  of  their  wounds,  while 
our  lofs  was  but  about  half  that  number.  All  this 
m  driving  the  defpifed  Americans  from  a  redoubt 
?hey  h^ad  raifed  m  une  night,  under  the  direftion 
of  aphyfician  as  their  chief  commander;  and  af¬ 
ter  he  fell,  the  Britifh  veterans  did  not  venture 
to:  purfue  our  people,  though  it  might  have  been 
done  for  half  a  mile,  under  the  protection  of  their 
own  ftips  and  batteries.  Is  this  their  glory  f  it 
was  glorying  in  their  lhame.  And  a  plain  account 
of  their  motives  here  follows.  Charles  Lee  had 
been  an  officer  under  Burgoyne  in  the  laft  war, 
and  had^  contrafted  a  near  friendffiip  with  him ; 
and  hearing  of  his  arrival  at  Bolton,  he  fent  him  a 
letter,  which  Burgoyne  anfwered  from  thence,  Ju¬ 
ly  8  ;  and  faid,  “  The  vital  principle  of  the  confti- 
tution,  in  which  it  moves  and  has  its  being,  is  the 
fupremacy  of  the  King  in  Parliament:  A  com¬ 
pound,  indefinite,  indefeafible  power,  coeval  with 
the  origin  of  the  empire,  and  co-extenfive  over  all 
its  parts.  And  having  laid  this  as  his  foundation, 
he,  in  an  artful  manner,  went  on  to  compare  our 
conduft  with  theirs  who  beheaded  Charles,  and  fet 
up  Cromwell ;  and  that  of  his  party,  to  thole  who 
expelled  James,  and  crowned  W^illiam  ;  and  then 
fays,  “  Thefe  principles,  depend  upon  it,  adluate 
the  army  and  fleet  throughout ;  and  let  me  at  the 
iame  time  add,  that  there  are  few  if  any  gentlemen 
among  us  who  would  have  drawn  their  fwords  in  the 
caufe  of  flavery.— I  know  Great-Britain  is  ready  to 
open  her  arms  upon  the  firft  overture  of  accommo¬ 
dation.  I  know  Ihe  is  equally  rejolute  to  maintain 

her 

*  The  Honorible  Jofeph  Warren,  of  Bofton,  who  had 
juft  ^  before  been  appointed  i  Major-General  by  our  Pro¬ 
vincial  Congrels. 
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her  original  rights  5  and  if  the  war  proceeds,  your 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men  will  not  be  a 
match  for  her  power.’*  This  was  their  capital 
argument;  which,  however,  failed  him  and  his  ar-’ 
my  at  Saratoga  two  years  after.  Our  fecond  Con¬ 
tinental  Congrefs  met  at  Philadelphia  May  10, 
and  fent  a  petition  to  the  King,  wherein  they 
afTured  him,  that  their  ardent  defire  .  was,  for 
the  reftoration  of  the  former  harmony  between 
the  two  countries,  and  for  its  eftablifhment  upon 
a  permanent  and  lafting  bafis  ;  and  faid,  Our 
breads  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom 
from  which  we  derive  our  origin,  to  requeft  fuch 
a  reconciliation  as  might  in  any  manner  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  her  dignity  and  welfare''  And  they 
prayed  him  to  dired  to  fome  mode  wherein  fuch  a 
reconciliation  might  be  accomplilhed.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  I ,  this  petition  was  delivered  to  Lord  Dart¬ 
mouth,  by  Governor  Penn,  and 'Mr.  Arthur  Lee 5 
to  whom  the  miniftcr  faid,  No  anfwer  would  be 
given.”  Now  compare  this  with  Eufgoyne’s  de¬ 
claration.  He  called  their  claims  over  the  Colonies 
original  rights,  and  the  vital  principle  ofthecon- 
ftitution ;  which  was  lb  oppofite  to  truth,  that  it 
is  impoffible  for  any  men  ever  to  have  fuchari<yht 
to  power  over  others :  And  inftead  of  a  readinefs 
for  accommodation,  they  vrere  earneftly  barring  the 
door  againft  it.  General  Gage  covenanted  with 
our  friends  in  Bofton,  that  if  they  would  deliver 
up  their  arms  and  ammunition,  they  Ihould  have 
liberty  to  go  out  with  their  other  efFeds.  But 
when  he  had  thus  difarmed  them,  he  violated  his 
promife  in  a  lhameful  manner ;  which  raifed  both 
the  relentment  and  the  contempt  of  the  country 
againil  his  party.  It  taught  the  people  not  to  con- 

R  F  fide. 
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fide  in  their  promifes,  and  alfo  to  defpife  them  j  ar. 
being  afraid,  that  if  our  women  and  children  wert 
not  kept  there  as.  hoftages,  the  people  would  rulh. 
in  and  deftroy  or;  captivate  their  hoafting  army. 

*  Vin.  On-  the  other  hand,  becaufe  Cromwell,, 
with  the  wilHotn  of  the  ferpent,  but  not  the  inno- 
cency  of  the  dove,  made  a  great  overturn  in  the, 
nation,  which  yet  ended  in.  confufion  and  flavery,. 
our  enemies  imagined  that  nothing  better  could 
take  place  here,. if.  we  revolted  from  their  King.. 
But  how  f^  are^God’s  thoughts  above  theirs  ?  He 
-raifcdup  a  manin  Virginia, theoldeftofour.Colonels, 
who,  by  the  Congrefs,  was  unanimoufly.  appointed 
the  chief  commander  of  our  armies;  and  as  fuch. 
arrived  at  the  cafnp  at  Cambridge  July  2.  And 
through  eight  perilous  campaigns  he  was  prelerv- 
ed  in  fafety  and  he4th,  was  enabled  to  unite  rea^ 
fon  and  refolution,  authority  and  mildnefs,  until  his 
country  was  delivered  from  the  moft  imminent  dan,- 
gers,  and  peace  reftored  to-the  nations;  and  then, 
he  as  readily  refigned  his  command. as  ever  he  re¬ 
ceived  it,  and  joyfully  retired  intaa  private  fbation,. 
tbllowed  with  the  univerfal  elteem  and  blefllngs 
of  his  country  ;  while  a  demonftration  . 

held  up  to  all  the  world,  that  prudence,  upright- 
nefs  and  benevolence,  will  procure  and  preferye 
that  honor,  authority  and  happinefs, ,  which  are  in 
vain  fought  for  in  any  other  way. 


C  H  A 
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I.,  Reafons  why  'the  Baptifts  joinea 
in  this  War.  2.  ‘Gracious  Viii'^- 
tations  in  our  Land.  Labours 
Por  equal  Liberty.  '4.  New  -At¬ 
tempts  to  divide  and  ^inllave  Ame- 
^rica.  5..  X-he  Polly  hereof  expcd^ 
■ed.  -6.  Great 'Exploits  performed. 
7.  To  which  fuc’ceeded terrible  In¬ 
road  s^of  the  Enemy..  ^  .  Y'Ot  won¬ 
derful  Relief  was  granted  qgaihft 
them..  ’9.  Their  amazing  Cruel¬ 
ty.  10.  Vaft  Uncertainty  of  otrr 
Affairs,  ii..  TJie  ololln^  Scenes 
of  the  War, 

3.  -O  I  N  C  E  the  ^aptilts  -h'ave  often  ‘been  tsp- 
preffed  iin  this  land,  and  would  have  fuf- 
ferad  more  than  tl\ey  did,  had  dt  not  been  for  re- 
ftraints  from  -Great- Britain,  how'^came  they  to  join 
in  a  war  againft  her  ?  Many  have  wondered  at  it, 
and  fome  have  cenfored  -them  feverely  therefor. 
But  they  had  the  following  reafons  for  their  con- 
.duft.  1.  Where  Epifcopalians  have  had  all  the 
power  of  governrnent,  they  Eave  never  allowed 
others  ib  .nauth  liberty  ss-  we  here  enjoyed.  In 
England  all  are  taxed  to  their 'worfoip,  while  none 
are  admitted  into  civil  offices  but  communicants 
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in  their  church.  In  Virginia  they  cruelly  impri- 
foned  Baptift  minifters,  only  for  preaching  the  gof- 
pel  to  perilhing  fouls  without  licence  from  their 
Courts,  until  this  war  compelled  them  to  defift 
tberfiftom.  Of  this  we  had  inconteftible  evidence. 

** '  we  could  have  no  rational  hopes  of  any 

real  advantage  in  joining  with  them.  2.  The  worft 
ffeatment  we  here  met  with  came  from  the  fame 
prihciples,  and  much  of  it  frotti  the  fame  perfons, 
as  the  American  war  did.  Many  proofs  of  this 
fiave  already  been  given,  and  more  are  at  hand  if 
called  for.  3.  The  firft  Baptift  minifter  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ptihliclyJield  forth,  that  all  righteous  govern- 
tnent  is  founded  in  compact,  exprefled  or  implied; 
which  is  equally  binding  upon  rulers  and  ruled ; 
fq^fhat  every  officer,  whether  fucceeding  or  eleft- 
who  intermeddles  in  any  matter  not  fairly  de- 
•rtvdd' from  thence,- /goes  beyond  his  commiffion. 
•{Vol.^  I,  p.  168.)  When  therefore  our  country¬ 
men  adopted  .theie  . principles,  and  founded- their 
oppofition  to  arbitrary  claims  wholly  thereon,  how 
could  we  avoid  joining  with  them  ?  For,  4.  thofe 
claims  appeared  to  us  abfolutely  unjuft,  and  a  di- 
redt  violation  of  the  immutable  rules  of  truth  and 
equity ;  fo  that  a  concurrence  with  them  would 
have  brought  fuch  guilt  upon  our  confciences, 
as  is  infinitely  worfe  than  all  the  frovyns  of  men. 
5.  Though  heavyi.corredlions  were  to  be  expedb- 
ed,  yet  a  ftrong  h^pe  was  begotten  of  final  deliver¬ 
ance  to  this  land;  the  good  effedts  whereof  might 
hereafter  return  cp  the  people  who  now  invaded 
our  rights.  It  is  not  pretended  that  our  denomi* 
nation  were  all  agreed,  or  had  equal  clearnefs  in 
thefe  ppints  i  but  a  majority  of  them ‘Were,  more 
or  lei's,  inEuenced  thereby^ 
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IL  A  MAIN  ground  of  the  hope  now  rtientioned, 
was  the  gracious  vifitations  granted  from  time  to 
time,  in  various  parts  of  this  country,  which 
fpoke  a  defign  of  final  deliverance,  and  not  of  de^ 
ftruftion  or  flavery.  Within  feveft  years  paft  feve*^ 
ral  thoufands  had  been  hopefully  converted  from 
the  errors  of  their  ways,  in  Virginia,  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia.  In  and  after  the  year  I773>  a  powv 
erful  work  prevailed  in  Pittsfield,  Adams,  Lanefi* 
borough,  Hancock,  and  other  towns  in  Berkihire ; 
and  the  like  in  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  county 
of  Albany,  and  into  the  State  of  Vermont;  which 
raifed  and  increafed  many  Baptift  churches  there. 
And,  to  come  nearer  home,  the  fecond  Baptift 
church  in  Middleborough  was  reduced  very  low, 
until  a  revival  began  in  the  fpring  of  17733  which 
by  the  fall  of  1775  caufed  the  addition  of  ninety 
members  to  that  church,  and  thirty  to  our  third 
church  in  this  town.  The  work  extended  into  the; 
eaft  and  moft  uncultivated  part  of  Freetown,  where 
it  raifed.  a  new  church,  and  another  in  Dartmouth. 
In  November,  1774, alike  bleffingwas  granted  in 
Attleborough,  which  in  ten  months  added  thirty 
members  to  the  firft  Baptift  church  there,  and  a 
number  more  to  other  focieties.  In  December  thi^ 
revival  extended  into  Providence,  where  it  prevail* 
ed  glorioufly  through  the  winter.  Their  college  en¬ 
joyed  a  precious  fliare  of  it,  the  good  efFedls  where¬ 
of  are  ftill  experienced  in  diftant  churches,  Jn  ten 
months,  more  than  an  hundred  perfons  w^re  added, 
to  the  Baptift  church  there,  behde  large  additions 
to  other  churches  in  the  town.  '  And  though  the 
alarms  of  war  in  the  fpring  caufed  a  great  interrup¬ 
tion  of  fpiritual  exercifes  and  enjoyments,  in  pl&t^ 
near  the  fcene  of  adtion,  yet  the  fame  were  pro¬ 
moted  thereby  in  diftant  places#  At  the  time  of  the 

Bunkei* 


302  A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

Bunker-Hill  battle,  a  young  phyfician  was  convert¬ 
ed  at  Harverd,  thirty-five  miles  off,  who  was  called 
^  the  next  year  to  preach  the  gofpel ;  and  he  is  now 
paftor  of  a  large  Baptift  church  tlwre,  who  are  chief¬ 
ly  the  feals  of  his  miniftry.  Royalfton  and  Rich¬ 
mond,  to  the  northward,  and  Suffield,  to  the  weft- 
ward,  were  favoured  with  a  confiderable  revival 
of  religion  at  this  time,  as  Pomfret,  Killingly, 
and  other  towns  in  Connefticut,  were  in  1776. 
And  while  the  defence  of  the  civil  rights  of  Ame¬ 
rica  appeared  a  matter  of  great  importance,  our 
religious  liberties  were  by  no  means  to  be  neglcft- 
•ed  ;  and  the  conteft  concerning  each  kept  a  pretty 
even  pace  through  the  war. 

HI.  Viewing  the  Continental  Congrefs  as  our 
higheft  civil  refort,  the  Warren  Affbeiation,  at 
their  meeting  at  Medfield,  September  13,  1774, 
agreed  to  fend  their  agent  to  Philadelphia,  there 
to  follow  the  beft  advice  he  could  obtain,  to  pro¬ 
cure  fome  influence  from  thence  in  their  favour, 
A  Convention  of  the  countv  of  Suffolk,  at  this 
time  the  head  county  of  our  Province,  gave  coun¬ 
tenance  to  this  procedure  i  for  their  feventcenth 
refolve  fays,  This  county,  confiding  in  the  wif- 
dom  and  integrity  of  the  Continental  Congrefs, 
now  fitting  at  Philadelphia,  will  pay  all  due  re- 
fpeft  and  fubmifiion  to  fuch  ineafures  as  may  be 
recommended  by  them  to  the  Colonies,  for  the 
ieftomtion  and  eftablifliment  of  our  juli  rights, 
civil  and  religious'^.""  Thefe  refolves  were  carried 
by  faid  agent  to  that  city;  where  he  met  with  an 
Affociation  of  Baptift  churches,  from  feveral  ad¬ 
jacent  Colonies,  who  elected  a  large  Committee  to 
in  the  affair,  and  by  their  requeft  a  confer¬ 
ence 

.  Congrefs  gave  th«ir  fpeci4  approbatioil'of  thefe  le- 
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ence  was  procured  in  the  evening  of  Oftober  14, 
with  the  Honorable  Delegates  from  our  Province 
to  Congrefs,.  in  the  prefence  of  feveral  more  of 
their  members,  and  other  gentlemen.  It  was 
opened  by  reading  a  brief  memorial  of  our  chief 
grievances  in  the  MalFachufctts,  on  religious  ac¬ 
counts,  which  our  Delegates  endeavoured  to  an- 
fwer ;  firft  by  denying  that  we  had  any  caufe  for 
fuch  complaints,  and  then  by  attempting  to  caft 
all  the  blame  thereof  upon  tjie  executive  depart¬ 
ment,  and  alferting  that  ouf  LegiQaturc  were  en¬ 
tirely  clear  of  it ;  but  plain  fafts,  efpecially  in  the 
Alhfield  affair,  confuted  both  of  thefe  pleas ;  and 
the  conference  was  clofed  with  a  promife  from 
faid  Delegates  of  the  exertion  of  their  influence 
in  our  favour.  But  as  fome  in  Philadelphia  made 
an  attempt  to  turn  thefe  things  againft  tlie  gene¬ 
ral  union  of  the  Colonies,  in  the  defence  of  our 
civil  rights,  a  report  was  induflrioufly  fpread  in 
New-England,  before  faid  Baptift  agent  got  home, 
that  he  had  been  to  Philadelphia^  on  purpofe  to 
break  that  union.  And  while  he  was  gone,  the 
firft  parifh  in  his  own  town  voted  to  tax  all  the 
Baptifts  therein  to  their  minifter,  becaufe  they  re- 
fufed  to  give  them  any  more  certificates.  He 
therefore  foon  met  the  Baptift  committee  at  Bof- 
ton,  by  whofe  advice  a  plain  memorial  of  their 
grievances  and  defires  was  laid  before  our  Provin¬ 
cial  Congrefs  ;  to  which  the  following  anfwer  was 
returned. 

hi  Provincial  Congrefs,  Cambridge,  Dec.  9,  1774^ 

On  reading  the  memorial  of  the  Reverend 
Ifaac  Backus,  Agent  to  the  Baptift  churches  in  this 
government : 

Resolved,  That  the  eftablifhment  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  to  each  denomination  in  the 

Province, 
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province, -is  the  fincere  wifh  of  this  Congrefs  :  But 
being  by  no  means  vefted  with  powers  of  civil  go¬ 
vernment,  whereby  they  can  redrefs‘the  grievances 
of  any  perfbn  whatever,  they  therefore  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  Baptift  churches,  that  when  a  Gene¬ 
ral  Aflembly  fhall  be  convened  in  this  Colony, 
they  lay  the  real  grievances  of  faid  churches  be- 
fore  the  fkme^  when  and  where  their  petition  will 
moft  certainly  meet  with  all  that  attention  due 
to  the  memorial  of*  a  denomination  of  Chriftians  fb 
well  difpofed  to  the  public  weal  of  their  country* 
‘‘  By  order  of  the  Congrefs^ 

John  H  AN  COCK,  Prefident. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes, 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Sec'ry." 

Our  former  charter  provided,  that  when  the 
Province  fhould  happen  to  be  deftitute  of  any  Go¬ 
vernor  or  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  Council  and 
Reprefentatives  Ihould  have  the  whole  legiHative 
power  therein.  Therefore,  by  the '  advice  of  the 
Continental  Congrefs,  fuch  an  Aflembly  was  con¬ 
vened  at  Watertown,  July  19,  17755  to  whom 
in  September  the  Warren  AlTociation  prefented  a 
memorial,  wherein,  after  mentioning  the  above 
advice,  they  fay,  “  Our  real  grievances  are,  that 
we,  as  well  as  our  fathers,  have,  from  time  to 
time,  been  taxed  on  religious  accounts  where  we 
were  not  reprefented ;  and  when  we  have  fued  for 
our  rights,  our  caufes  have  been  tried  by  intereft- 
ed  judges.  That  the  Reprefentatives  in  former 
AlTemblies,  as  well  as  the  prefent,  were  elefted  by 
virtue  only  of  civil  and  worldly  qualifications,  is 
a  truth  fo  evident,  that  we  prefume  it  need  not  be 
proved  to  this  Aflembly ;  and  for  a  civil  Legiflature 
to  impofe  religious  taxes,  is,  we  conceive,  a  power 
which  their  conftituents  never  had  to  give  j  and  is 

there- 
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therefore  going  entirely  out  of  their  jurifdiftion. — 
Under  the  legal  difpenfation,  where  God  hiaifelf 
prefcribed  the  exadl  proportion  of  what  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  to  give,  yet  none  but  perlbns  of  the  word  - 
charafters  ever  attempted  to  take  it  by  force,  i  Sam* 
ii.  12,  16.  Mica.  iii.  5 — >9.  How  daring  then 
muft  it  be  for  any  to  do  it  tor  ChrilVs  minifters, 
who  fays,  my  k  '.igdom  is  not  of  this  world!  ■ —AV'e 
befeech  this  honorable  AlTembly  to  take  thefe  mat¬ 
ters  into  their  wife  and  ferious  confideration,  before,, 
him  who  has  faid,  with  what  meafure  ye  mete  it  fioall 
be  meafiired  to  you  again.  Is  not  alEAmerica  npw 
appealing  to  heaven,  againli  the  r.ijufticeof  being 
taxed  where  we  are  not  reprefented,  and  againfl 
being  judged  by  men  who  are  interefted  in  getting 
away  our  money  ?  And  will  heaven  approve  of  your  ' 
doing  the  fame  t'ing  to  your  fellow  fervants  !  No> 
fureiy.— *We  have  no  defire  of  reprefenting  this 
government  as  the  word  of  any  who  have  impofed 
religious  taxes  ;  we  fully  believe  the  contrary.  Yet> 
as  we  are  perfuaded  that  an  entire  freedom  from 
being  taxed  by  civil  rulers  to  religious  worfliip,  is 
not  a  mere  favour,  from  any  man  or  men  in  the 
world,  but  a  right  and  property  granted  us  by 
God,  who  commands  us  to  ftand  faji  in  ity  we  have " 
not  only  the  fame  reafon  to  refufe  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  fuch  a  taxing  power  here,  as  America  has 
the  abovefaid  power,  but  alfo,  according  to  our 
prefent  light,  we  fhould  wrong  our  confciences  in 
allowing  that  power  to  men,  which  we  believe  be¬ 
longs  only  toGod.’'-^This  memorial  was  read  in  the 
AfTembly,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  a  week  on  the  ta¬ 
ble,  and  was  then  read  again^  and  debated  upon; 
and  was  referred  to  a  committee,  upon  the  receipt 
of  whofe  report  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  Ii- 
bferty’  granted  to  bring  in  bill  m  enk  faVemr  i 
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and  fuch  a  bill  was  received  and  read  once,  and  s 
time  fet  for  a  fecond  reading :  But  then  other  bufi* 
nefs  was  crowded  in,  and  nothing  more  done  upon 
it.  Such  is  the  difpofition  of  mankind. 

.  .  IV.  As  the  Britifh  mlniftry-  were  deceived,  and 
entirely  difappointed  in  their  f.rft  fcheme,  a  new  one 
was  invented,  in  the  clofe  of  1775  >  which  was,  by 
a£l:s  of  Parliament,  to  declare  all  thefe  Colonies 
to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  and  out  of  the  King's 
protedlinn }  to  hire  a  large  army  from  Germany,  to 
add  terror  to  the  roarings  of  the  Britilh  lion  ;  and 
then  to  appoint  Commiffioners  to  proclaim  pardon 
and  peace  to  any  Colony  or  place  that  fhould  fub- 
mit  to  their  power,  and  promife  to  raife  as  much 
money  among  themfelves  as  the  Court  of  Britain 
Ihould  judge  to  be  their  proportion,  towards  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  government :  Their  peace 
to  laft  as  long  as  this  was  done.  And  in  order  to 
man  the  Britifh  fhips,  and  to  make  all  afraid  of 
‘  their  power,  their  commanders  were  ordered  to 
enter  the  names  of  as  many  of  the  captives  whom 
they  Ihould  take  as  they  thought  proper,  among 
the  lift  of  their  hands  on  board,  fo  as  to  compel 
them  to  fight  againft  their  own  country,  and  to  be 
punifhed  as  delcrters,  if  they  fliouid  attempt  to 
make  their  efcape.  And  had  not  the  Lord  been 
on  our  fide,  when  men  thus  rofe  .up  againft  us,  how 
foon  would  they  have  fwallovred  us  up  I  But  when, 
in  his  wife  difpenfations,  he  had  given  them  all  the 
advantages  that  could  well  he  conceived  of,  how 
eafily  did  he  turn  their  counfels  into  foolifiinefs  ?  ‘ 
For  when  the  Britifh  party  in  Bofton  came  to  look 
out  in  the  morning  of  March  13,  1776,  behold! 
two  ftately  forts  appeared  on  the  top  of  two  hills 
in  Dorchefter,  capable  of  commanding  both  the 
town  and  the  (hips  in  the  harbour.  Burgoyne’s* 
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letter  to  England  the  June  before  informs  us,  that 
Ids  nanv  had  laid  a  plan  to  take  poOeffion  of  thofe 
hillS  which  was  to  have  been 
that  month ;  but  was  prevented  W  ^ 
battle  the  preceding  day.  And  as  the  on  y 

palTage  on  to  tltofc  heights^  “  Xf 

Lrlh.  within  half  a  mile  of  them  on 

«c„l'fcat.“ed  IL^o'lh  the  -ntry  - 

and  the  fao-acious  Britons  know  nothing  about  it  • 

•  Yet  fuch  was  the  event ;  and  let  them  deny  it  if  they 

can  Not  only  fo,  but  while  they  were  preparing 
<0  00  over  .nd  attack  thofe  forts,  the  ^ 

„a«s  were  put  into  fudt  a  commonon.  as  finaUy 

prevented  the  attempt.  And  on  ^"'’inimical 
'  Britifti  army,  with  a  large  number  of  _our 
countrymen.  Red  from  Bofton  ;  and  fbon  failed  to 
Nova-Scotia,  or  to  Britain.  Indeed  feme  of  thdr 
men  of  war  were  left  in  Nantaiket  «>ad,  out  of  the 
reach  of  our  cannon ;  yet  on  May  17  a  fmall  arm- 
ed  veffel  took  a  large  ftorcfhip  of  theirs  m  the  bay, 
which  was  conveyed  into  Bofton  in  their  fight,  and 
they  had  not  power  to  prevent  it  having  on  board  a 
thoufand  ftands  of  arms,  fifteen  hundred  whole  bar¬ 
rels  of  powder,  and  a  large  quantity  of  other  necef- 
fary  fupplies  for  our  army.  And  on  June  14  their 

•  {hips  were  compelled  to  quit  the  lower  harbour,  by 
the  firincT  of  feme  cannon  which  our  people  had  con¬ 
veyed  down  the  night  before ;  whereby  that  port  was 
again  opened,  which  was  cruelly  fhut  up  years 
before.  And  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  their 
troops  were  captivated  by  our  cruizers 
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w”e  CT  il*'"  kind. 

.  V  XT^  Diought  into  our  country. 

of  Britifii  "po7cy\tr  ^to  tppob? f  ''h 
ecute  their  new  plan  as  fliould  be  able  e.  ^ 
the  Colonies,  by  drawing  fome  part  ofXr 

cept  of  their 'pardons.  And  Ts  T^rd  r 

who  was  Hain  near  Ticonderoh  J„ly  6  f' 

2  ^MaffLh’ufMs’w™ 

A  f  3  monument  for  him  in 

minftei -Abbey,  who  could  be  fo  likelv  tn  ' 

upon  our  people  as  his  two  brothers  ?  William'^^^" 

already  appointed  Governor  nf  MlpZ  'TT! 

S'l  °''del”r'’“  ‘  rS.:2  focc“e"r- 

n.  T7  11  and  an  intimate  friend  to 

fleer^'^d  'r’  Chief  Admiral  of  their 

eet ;  and  they  were  made  joint  CommilTioners  to 
di^e  ail  who  would  accept  of  it  on 

tLr  T  of  thir  y  five 

would  n  r?'"  r?  command,  who 

-^eftiot  r  to  receive  their  pardon  and  pro- 

trarv  th  a  t^r?  ?  ^  oon- 

rary  that  the  two  brothers  could  not  meet,  to  fend 

aft  rt'cT'Tl""?  eigiJ^days 

rli  J  ^°"Stcrs,  by  the  confent  of  the  people  in 
the  thirteen  Colonies,  had  declared  them  to  be^REE 
and  INDEPENDENT  States.  However,  from  on 

tSr  orlT  '’ear  New- York,  they  fent  forth 
heir  proc  amations,  which  our  people  readily  pi-o 

Pagated  through  all  thefe  Stales.  And,  tJilh  a 

frSd  S^Srefs,  Lora  Howe  fent  a  letter  to  his 
friend  Hanklin,  a  member  of  it,  wherein  he  fays, 

fee  on?? earneftnefs  I  ever  exprelTed  to 
lee  our  differences  accommodated,  I  fliall  conceive. 

if  1  meet  with  the  difpofitions  in  the  Colonies  which 

I  was 
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I  was  once  taught  to  expeft,  the  mofl  flattering 
hopes  of  proving  fetViceable,  in  the  objeils  of  the 
King’s  paternal  folicitude,  by  promoting  the  efla- 
blilhment  of  lafting  peace  and  union  with  the  Co¬ 
lonies.  But  if  the  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  the  necefiity  of  preventing  her  trade  from 
paffing  into  foreign  channels,  inuft  keep  us  ftill  a 
divided  people,  I  fliall,  from  every  private  as  well 
as  public  motive,  moft  heartily  lament  that  it  is  not 
the  moment  wherein  thofe  great  objects  of  my  am¬ 
bition  are  to  be  attained.” - -Franklin  returned 

an  anfwer  frorri  Philadelphia  July  30,  wherein  he 
fays,  The  official  difpatches,  to  which  you  refer 
me,  contain  nothing  more  than  we  had  feen  in  the 
aft  of  Parliament,  viz.  offers  of  pardon  upon  fub- 
miflion ;  which  I  am  forry  to  find,  as  it  muft  give 
your  Lordlhip  pain  to  be  fent  fo  far  on  fo  hopelefs 
a  bufinefs.  Direfting  pardons  to  be  offered  to  the 
Colonies,  who  are  the  very  parties  iryured,  expreffes 
indeed  that  opinion  of  our  ignorance,  bafenefs  and 
infenfibility,  which  your  uninformed  and  proud  na¬ 
tion  has  long  been  pleafed  to  entertain  of  us ;  but 
it  can  have  no  other  effeft  than  that  of  encreafing 
our  refentrnent.  It  is  impoffible  we  fhould  think: 
of  fubmiffion  to  a  government  that  has,  with  the 
moft  wanton  barbarity  and  cruelty,  burnt  our  de- 
fencelefs  towns,  in  the  midft  of  winter;  excited  the 
favages  to  maffacre  peaceful  farmers,  and  ourflaves 
to  murder  their  mafters ;  and  is  even  now  bringing 
foreign  mercenaries  to  deluge  our  fettlements  with 

blood  - Long  did  I  endeavour,  with  unfeigned: 

and 

^  O6lober  1 7,  1 775,  the  enemy  burnt  four  hundred  and  feven- 
teen  buildings  in  the  town  of  Falmouth,  in  Cafeo-Bay.  In  the 
evening  of  the  7th  of  that  month,  their  fhips  fired  upon  the  town 
near  Swanzey ;  which  caufed  the  death  of*Mr.  Jahn 

Burif 
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and  unwearied  7eal,  to  preferve  from  breaking  that 
fine  and  noble  china  vafe,  the  Britilh  empire ;  for 
I  knew,  that  being  once  broken,  the  feparate  parts 
could  not  retain  even  their  lhares  of  the  ftrcngth 
and  value  that  cxifted  in  the  whole;  and  that  a  per- 
feft  re-union  of  thefe  parts  could  fcarce  ever  be 
hoped  for.— The  well-founded  efteem,  and,  permit 
me  to  fay,  affection,  which  I  fhall  always  have  for 
your  Lordfhip,  make  it  painful  for  me  to  fee  you 
engaged  in  condufting  a  war,  the  great  ground  of 
which,  as  deferibed  in  your  letter,  is  the  neceffity  of 
preventing  the  American  trade  from  pafTing  into 
foreign  channels..  To  me  it  feems  that  neither  the 
obtaining  or  retaining  any  trade,  how  valuable  fo- 
ever,  is  an  objeft  for  which  men  may  juftly  fpill  each 
others  blood  :  That  the  true  and  fure  means  of  ex-  > 
tending  and  fecuring  commerce,  are  the  goodnefs 
and  cheapaefs  of  commodities ;  and  that  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  no  trade  can  ever  be  equal  to  the  expence  of 
compelling  it,  and  holding  it  by  fleets  and  armies.*’ 
The  real  nature  of  the  controverfy  is  here  ftated 
in  a  fair  and  elegant  manner ;  and  its  whole  progrefs 
verifies  the  truth  of  the  word  which  fays,  only  by 
fride  cometh  contention ;  and  the  love  of  money  is  the  root 
ef  all  eviL  And  can  a  clearer  demonftration  there¬ 
of  be  given,  than  for  the  inhabitants  of  one  country 
to  claim  a  right  to  be  lawgivers  and  judges  for 

others 

I 

Burt,  their  minifter,  and  fome  others.  Lord  Dunmore,  Governor 
of  Virginia,  retired  on  board  an  armed  ihip,  and  drew  ofF  all  the 
Haves  and  others  that  he  could  ;  and,  after  much  other  mifehief, 
they  burnt  the  town  of  Nor: oik  on  January  i,  iyj6 ;  in  which 
cruel  adlion,  befides  the  unnatural  nature  of  it,  the  whole  lofs  to 
the  inhabitants  was  computed  at  above  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.  And  a  man  was  taken  up,  upon  his  way  to  the  Ohio 
Indians,  with  a  ColoneFs  commilFion  from  General  Gage,  to 
command  all  the  favages  and  others  that  he  could  raife  in  the 
wildernefs  againft  us. 
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others  three  thouland  miles  off,  fo  as  to  difpofe  of 
their  perfons  and  property  without  their  conlent  ? 

A  darling  praftice  of  our  age,  efpecially  among 
high  politicians,  is  to  fet  up  reafon  above  divine 
revelation;  but  how  will  their  rules  fuit  in  this 
cafe  ?  One  of  their  noted  authors  exprefly  denies 
that  God  had  a  right  to  command  Abraham  to  fa- 
crifice  his  fon,  with  an  intent  to  have  it  obeyed ; 
and  fays,  “  The  command  might  be  given  in  or¬ 
der  to  convince  Abraham,  that  even  his  bonefly  and 
integrity,  when  not  under  the  direftion  of  under- 
ftanding,  might  iniJleadKivci  in  the  conducting  of  his, 
actions.”  The  reafon  given  for  thus  fetting  up  an 
inward  rule  above  the  written  word,  is  this  ;  Says 
he,  “  It  was  right  andy?/,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
that  Abraham  Ihould  guard  and  proteCt  the  life  of 
Ifaac  ;  which  obligation,  as  it  is  founded  in  nature, 
fo  it  is  independent  of,  and  antecedent  to,  any  divine 
command;  yea,  it  is  antecedent  to  the  tonfider- 
ation  of  a  deity,  becaufe  it  muft  and  would  be 
the  fame,  if  there  were  no  fuch  thing  as  a  dei¬ 
ty*.”  Yet  when  he  comes  to  the  queftion,  from 
whence  does  evil  proceed  ?  he  fays,  “  The  difficul¬ 
ty  in  this  cafe  may  not  arife  from  the  ftate  of 
things,  but  from  the  weaknejs  of  our  underftand- 
ings,  and  the  jhortnejs  of  our  knowledge,  which  ren¬ 
der  us  incapable  of  feeing  through  and  to  the  end  of 
themf.”  Very  true ;  why  then  do  thefe  Weak  and 
dark  minds  refiife  entire  fubmiffion  and  ready  obe¬ 
dience  to  HIM  whofe  underftanding  is  infinite  i  Had. 
any  due  regard  been  paid  to  his  authority  in  our 
mother  ifland,  we  Ihould  never  have  heard  oi pa-, 
temal folicitude  in  invading  the  unalienable  rights  of 
her  children  j  nor  of  pardons  brought  upon  the 

points  ■ 

*  Chubb’s  trafts,  printed  ia  London,  1754,  vel.  2.  p.  3,  i*-- 

-f-  Page  22. 
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points  of  bayonets  !  At  the  fame  time  we  have  inft 
caufe  to  confefs,  that  all  our  fufferings  were  left 
than  our  iniquities  deferved,  and  that  we  were  far 
from  giving  God  all  the  glory  of  our  fupport  and 
deliverance,  as  we  ought  to  have  done.'  To  give  a 
particular  hiftory  of  this  war  is  out  of  my  province, 
though  a  concife  view  of  the  chief  events  of  it 
cornes  into  our  plan.  Yet  wanting  time  and  means 
for  It,  my  narrative  muft  ncceffarily  be  incomplete* 
VI.  As  Canada  had  long  been  a  dreadful  fcour^'e 
to  New- England,  and  the  repeating  of  thofe  bloody 
tragedies  was  intended  by  our  enemies,  amazing  ex¬ 
ertions  were  made  to  prevent  it,  and  to  unite  that 
country  with  ours.  Moft  of  its  inhabitants  defired 
it,  which  was  a  great  inducement  to  this  attempt. 
Therefore  the  Colonels  Ethen  Allen  and  Seth 
Warner,^  encouraged  thereto  by  the  authority  of 
Conneilicut,/  furprized  and  took  the  ftrong  fbr- 
trefles  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  May  lo, 
^775>  without  the'lofsof  a  man  on  either  fide  ; 
whereby  above  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  two 
veflels  on  Lake-Champlain,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
other  ftores,  fell  into  our  hands.  All  this*  was  done 
by  three  hundred  and  thirty  men,  chiefly  from  the 
State  of  Vermont.  An  army  followed  under  Ge¬ 
neral  Montgomery,  and  after  a  clofe  fiege  took 
St.  Johns,  at  the  farther  end^of  faid  lake,  and  ob¬ 
tained  the  city  oCMontreal,  November  13;  previ¬ 
ous  whereto  Allen  was  taken  and  carried  to  Europe. 
In.  September  Colonel  Arnold  fet  oflF  from  Cam¬ 
bridge  with  eleven  hundred  men,  and  marched  to 
Newbury-Port,  from  whence  they  failed  into  Ken- 
nebeck  river,  and  went  up  to  its  head.  And  though 
near  a  third  part  of  them  then  returned  back,  yet  the 
remainder  went  forward,  through  a  great  and  terri¬ 
ble  wildernefsit.  over  rivers,  hills  and-  mountains, 

where 


[1776.]  OF  NEW-ENGLAND-  313^ 

where  they  faW  not  the  habitation  of  ariy  human 
peffon  for  thirty-one  days^  until  they  arrived  among 
the  Canadians  on  November  3^  by  whom  they  were 
kindly  treated.  And  the  falling  fnOwsy  fevere  cold- 
nefs  of  the  air,  arid  other  unfpeakable  difficulties  in 
that  northern  region,  did  not  hinder  their  march  for¬ 
ward,  nor  the  junftion  of  Montgomery’s  forces  with^ 
them  in  December  before  Quebec,  the  capital  of 
Canada.  Thefe  were  fome  of  the  doings  of  a  peo¬ 
ple,  whom  Britiffi  policy,  or  rather  folly,  had  de¬ 
clared  to  be  cowards  and  paltroons.  Allen  and 
Arnold  fprang  from  the  defpifed  Rhode-Iflanderst 
On  the  other  hand,  as  General  Clinton  had  failed^ 
from  Bofton  with  fome  forces.  General  Lee  lit  off 
by  land,  and  headed  him  at  New-York,  in  Virginia, 
‘and  in  North  and  South-Carolina.  At  length,  be¬ 
ing  reinforced  from  Britain  in  June,  by  Admiral 
Parker  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  a  furious  attack  was 
made  upon  the  fort  on  Sullivan’s  Ifland,  near  Charlef- 
ton  ;  but  they  were  defeated,  with  great  damages 
in  their  fliipping,  as  well  as  lofs  of  their  men ;  and 
the  remainder  returned  and  joined  their  main  body 
near  New-York.  General  Wafhington  with  our 
rnain  army  was  there,  and  had  erefted  various  for¬ 
tifications  in  that  city,  and  upon  Long-Ifland.  And 
through  the  land  many  gloried  in  what  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  had  done,  and  evidently  treated  theif  enemies 

with  contempt.  But  how  vain  did  their  gloryino* 

loon  appear  ?  00 

VII.  Our  army  met  with  a  terrible  defeat  on 
Long-Ifland,  Auguft  28  ;  were  forced  to  evacuate 
the  city  of  New-York,  September  13;  fought  on' 
a  retreat  at  the  White-Plains^  Fort  Wafhington 
was  given  up  November  16  ;  General  Lee  was  ta¬ 
ken  December  13  ;  and  General  Wafliington  with' 
the  fmall  remnant  of  our  army  retreated  beyond  the 

T  t  Delawarea 


514  A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

Delaware.  Ravifliing  of  women,  and  plundering 
of  h(;xures,  by  an  enraged  enemy,  was  feen  through 
al^l  the  beautiful  country  of  New-Jerfey,  and  their 
cantonments  were  extended  into  the  towns  of  Tren¬ 
ton,  Bordentown  and  Btylington,  on  the  Delaware} 
th^  latter  within  twenty  miles  of  Philadelphia,  over, 
to  which  a  few  freezing  nights  might  give  them  an 
^afy  paffage.  And  if  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  north, 
\ye  behold  General  Montgomery  (lain,  December 
51,  in  attempting  to  Itorm  Quebec.  In  the  fpring 
our  army  were  forced  to  make  a  hafty  retreat  from 
thence,  being  moft  cruelly  harrafled  by  the  enemy, 
and  greatly  didrelTed  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
Imall-'pox.  And  though  a  coftly  fleet  to  oppofe 
them  was  formed  on  Lake-Champlain,  yet  it  was 
loft  on  Oilober  i  And  on  December  3  the  ene¬ 
my,  with  a  powerful  force,  took  pofTeffion  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  near  the  heart  of  New-England.  Our  firft 
army  enlifted  for  eight  months,  the  fecond  for  a 
year,  which  was  now  expiring,  and  the  foldiers  wer? 
daily  returning  hom.e.  Our  paper  money  had  been 
kept  in  good  credit,  until  large  additional  fums  were 
raade  in  September,  which  leflened  its  value  }  and 
•  ilich  vaft  quantities  of  goods  were  taken  by  out 
cruizers,  and  fold  at  public  auftion,  that  fugars  rof« 
from  five  dollars  and  a  third  per  hundred  to  ten  dol¬ 
lars  in  three  months,  and  the  like  in  other  goods. 
Thus  pur  profperity  feemed  likely  to  deftroy  us,  for 
if  our  public  credit  failed,  confufion  and  flavery  ap¬ 
peared  the  unavoidable  confequence.  And,  to  ac- 
complilh  this,  if  pofTible,  the  enemy  counterfeited 
pur  paper  currency  at  New-York,  and  in  a  clandei- 
tine  manner  difperfed  large  quantities  of  it  through 
the  country.  Every  earthly  help  failed  us ;  but  as 
Qwr  appeal  had  been  to  heaven  againft  opprefTors, 

many  cries  ngw  undoubtedly  afeended  there,  faying, 

give 
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^he  us  help  ftm  Iroubk,  for  'vain  is  the  help  of  man. 
And  what  an  anfxiver  thereto  was  returned  . 

VIIL.  While  the  enemy  were expefling  in  aie# 

davs  to  march  in  triumph  to  Philadelphia,  on  De¬ 
cember  26  General  Walhington  takes  near  a  thou- 
fand  of  them,  and  carries  them  there  as  captives. 
And  tliough  a  large  remfotcement  of  the  enemy 
marched  up  to  Trenton,  and  expe^ed  to  have  our 
General  and  his  forces  in  the  morning,  yet  the  next 
news  they  hear  of  him  is  at  Princeton,  a  doEen 
miles  off,  where  he  captivates  another  party  of  their 
troops,  and  is  foon  gone  out  of  their  way,  January 
2,  1777-  Thefe  things  terrified  die  enemy  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  call  in  and  confine  them  at  Brunf- 
wick,  within  fight  of  their  fhipping,  until  Ipring, 
when  they  returned  to  New-York.  Hard  attempts 
indeed  were  made  by  fome,  m  perfijade  the  world 
that  bribery  moved  the  Britifh  General  thus  to 
a£t :  As  if  men  who  could  fcarcely  reward  their 
friends  for  neceffary  fervices,  could  outbid  their 
enemies,  who  had  the  wealth  of  both  the  Indies 
at  command  !  Such  violence  will  courtiers  offer  to 
reafon,  rather  than  to  confefs  that  wherein  they  deal 
proudly  God  is  above  iliem,  and  eafily  turns  theif 
counfeis  into  foolifhnefs.  For  though  their  main 
army  failed  into  Chefapeak-Bay,  and  marched  from 
thence  to  Philadelphia  in  September,  and  kept  it 
one  winter,  yet  they  got  no'  real  advantage  thereby. 
Rather,  by  dividing  their  forces,  they  prepared  the 
way  for  their  own  confufion.  Burgoyne  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  large  fliare  of  military  fkill  and  fame,  in 
former  wars  in  Europe  and  in  the  Eafl-Tndies  ;  and 
thirteen  thoufand  troops  were  affigncd  him,  befides 
favage  auxiliaries,  to  invade  our  country  from  Cana- 
da.  Ticonderoga  was  thought  by  many  to  be  alrholl 
impfegftable',  and  yet  it  was  deferted  by  ddr  drmy, 

July 
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July  5,  before  it  was  fully  invefted  by  the  enemy 
who  purfued  and  harraffed  our  people  moft  terribl’v’ 
And  if  the  flrongeft  fortrefs  in  the  land  was  thus 
given  up,  only  upon  feeing  the  manner  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  approach,  how  eafily  might  they  fubdue  an 
.open  country,  and  march  where  they  pleafed!  Where 
is  the  power  now  that  can  defend  us  !  A  great  con- 
fternation  fpread  through  the  country  j  and  to  pur- 
me  this  advantage  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  moved 
Burgoyne  to  take  fuch  methods  as  effeftually  de¬ 
feated  his  defigns.  Had  he  returned  a  little  back, 
and  taken  the  advantage  of  a  water  palTage  over 
Jhake-George,  he  might  have  reached  to  Fort- 
Edward  much  Iboner  than  he  did.  But  fearing  an 
abatement  of  the  ardour  of  his  troops,  and  of  the 
.confternation  of  the  Americans,  he  purfued  them 
in  a  way  attended  with  great  natural  impediments, 
which  were  much  augmented  by  fallen  trees  and 
other  obftacles  then  thrown  in  tlieir  way.  So  that 
by  the  time  he  fent  out  a  party  towards  Benning¬ 
ton,' with  a  haughty  proclamation  to  intimidate  our 
.countrymen,  their  fpirits  were  revived,  and  on  Au- 
guft  1 6  they  faced  the  enemy’s  encampment,  and 
forced  their  lines  with  undaunted  refolution.  Flis 
weftern  detachment,  under  St.  Ledger,  was  alfo  de¬ 
feated.  And  the  chief  commanders  in  that  depart¬ 
ment  being  removed,  and  others  appointed,  in 
whoiTi  our  people  had  confidence,  they  were  all 
alive  in  the  defence  of  our  country.  Ticonderoga 
was  recovered,  and  every  refource  and  way  of 
.efcape  was  cut  offj  fo  that  the  haughty  General 
and  his  army  had  no  way  -  left  but  to  lurrender 
themfelves  and  their  weapons  into  the  hands  of 
the  people  they  had  greatly  abufed  and  defpifed. 
This  was  on  Odtober  lyl  All  Europe  were  afto- 
nilhed  at  this  event  i  and  one  of  their  moft  power¬ 
ful 
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■:ul  Princes  foon  made  the  propofal,  which  was  ac- 
^oniplilhed  on  February  6,  1778,  of  coming  into 
:\n  alliance  with  the  United  States  of  America. 
Flereby  a  great  turn  was  made  in  our  affairs,  and 
a  door  \yas  opened  for  our  deliverance,  though  not 
without  many  other  trying  feencs. 

IX.  As  the  invaders  of  our  rights  called  us  re¬ 
bels,  it  w^as  very  difficult  fettling  a  cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  prifoners ;  and  when  that  was  agreed 
upon,  new  difficulties  about  it  foon  arofe.  When 
they  had  taken  General  Lee,  wlio  had  been  one  of 
their  officers,  he  was  not  dealt  with  as  our  country 
officers  in  their  hands  were ;  which  moved  the  Con- 
grefs  to  order  fome  retaliation  upon  their  officers 
in  our  hands,  which  caufed  reciprocal  complaints, 
and  many  terrible  aftions  on  both  fides.  On  Ja¬ 
nuary  1, 1777,  two  hundred  of  our  countrymen,  who 
had  been  prifoners  at  New-York,  were  brought  to 
Milford  to  be  exchanged ;  but  they  had  been  fo  cru- 
eily  ufed,  that  a  very  large  part  of  them  died  before 
their  friends  could  have  notice  of  it,  fo  as  to  afford 
them  any  relief.  Two  young  men  from  Middle- 
borough,  and  a  pious  member  of  a  Baptift  church 
in  Attleborough,  died  there  in  that  manner.  And 
during  the  war  their  prifoii-fliips  at  New-York 
deftroyed  many  thoufands  of  our  people,  in  a  much 
more  cruel  manner  than  common  murder.  There¬ 
fore  when  there  was  a  want  of  union  and  vigour  in 
the  defence  of  our  country  at  any  time,  new  at¬ 
tempts  of  the  enemy  againft  us  never  failed  of  fup- 
plying  that  want.  They  plainly  afted  like  thieves 
and  robbers  in  all  parts  of  the  land.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  May  25,  1778,  a  party  of  them  came  up  to 
Warren,  and  burnt  their  meeting-houfe  and  mini- 
fter's  houfe,  with  fome  others  ;  plundered  their 
goods,  and  .  carried  off  feyeral  of  the  inhabitants 

that 
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that  were  not  in  arnis,  one  of  whom  was  the  paftor 
of  the  Baptift  church  there,  who  v/as  confined  for 
fome  time  irv  a  prifon-fhip  at  Newport.  On  their 
return  tlicy  burnt  a  number  of  houfes  in  Briftol, 
among  which  was  their  Epifcopal  church.  But  I 
inuil  not  enlarge  upon  this  fubjeft.  Other  Coin-' 
mifiioncrs  v/efe  nov/  fent  over,  with  new  offers  of 
pardon,  and  alfo  of  an  enlargement  of  our  privi¬ 
leges,  if  we  would  fubmit  to  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment.  Copies  thereof  were  fent  to  the  Congrefs, 
and  to  the  Governors  of  thefeveral  States.  In  an- 
fwcr  to  thofe  fent  to  Governor  Trumbull,  he  well 
faid,  There  was  a  day  when  even  this  ftep,  from 
our  then  acknowledged  parent  ftate,  might  have 
been  accepted  with  joy  and  gratitude ;  but  that  day, 
fir,  is  pafh  irrecoverably.  The  repeated  fejedion 
of  our,  fmcere  and  fufficiently  humble  petitions ; 
the  commencament  of  hoftilities  ;  the  inhumanity 
which  has  marked  the  profecution  of  the  war  on 
your  part  in  its  feveral  ftages ;  the  infolence  which 
dlfplays  itfelf  on  every  petty  advantage;  the  cruel- 
-  ties  which  have  been  exercifrd  on  thofe  unhappy 
men,  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown  into  your 
hands ;  all  thefe  are  infuperable  bars  to  the  very  idea 
of  concluding  a  peace  with  Great-Britain,  on  any 
other  conditions  than  the  moft  abfolute,  perfect 
Independence."’  However,  the  vaft  uncertainty  of 
human  affairs  muft  yet  be  largely  experienced,  be¬ 
fore  fuch  a  peace  could  be  obtained. 

X.  General  Howe  was  recalled,  and  Clin¬ 
ton  took  his  place  as  Chief  Commander;  and  he 
evacuated  Philadelphia,  after  they  had  poffeffed  it 
near  nine  months,  and  marched  his  army  acrofs 
the  lower  part  of  New- jerfey,  where  General  W afh- 
ington  gave  them  battle,  near  Monmouth  court- 

hoiife>  June  518 1  wh€n«  many  were  (lain  on  both 

fides. 
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lides,  and  the  excelTive  heat  of  the  air  cut  ofi  many 
more.  And  no  fooner  had  the  Britifh  troops  ar- 
rived^at  New-York,  than  a.  powerful  French  Heet 
appeared  upon  the  coafts,  and  came^  before  that 
place,  Britifh  fears  and  American  hopes^were 
raifed  hereby ;  which  alternately  were  as  change¬ 
able  as  the  winds.  The  French  made  no  attempt 
upon  New-York;  but  their  fpeedy  arrival  at 
Rhode-Ifland  caufed  confiderabie  deftruftion  of 
the  BritiOi  fhipping>  and  raifed  the  hopes  ot  our 
people  of  feeing  that  place  delivered.  Many  thou- 
fands  were  collefted  for  that  purpofe,  who^  undci 
the  command  of  General  Sullivan^  landed  upon 
the  illand,  Auguft  9.  But  the  appearance  of  the 
Britifli  fleet  drew  that  of  France  out  of  the  har¬ 
bour  the  fame  day  ;  and  a  terrible  Itorm  ioon  dif- 
perfed  and  fhattered  both  fleets, ^  fo  as  to  prevent 
any  general  engagement,  or  a  deliverance  to  Rhode- 
Ifland.  In  December  the  capital  of  Georgia  was 
taken,  by' a  party  of  the  Britifh  troops.  In  1779 
various  attempts  were  made  to  open  a  palTage  up 
the  North  River ;  but  finding  it  imprafticable,  a 
ftrong  party  was  fent  to  New-ITaven,  who  flew  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  plundered  the 
town  ;  and  then  went  and  burnt  the  beautiful  towns 
of  Fairfield  and  Norwalk.  Their  malignity  wasr 
hereby  further  difeovered ;  but  it  could  not  draw 
the  fagacious  Wafliington  from  the  mountains, 
while  hefaw  a  powerf\il  fleet  and  army  below  him. 
From  Georgia  a  party  of  their  troops  marched  to 
the  gates  of  Charlcllon  s  but  the  arrival  of  a  French 
fleet  on  the  coafts^  turned  them  back  to  Savannah ; 
which  place  our  friends  attempted  to  take  by  ftorm 
on  Qftober  9,  but  without  fuccefs.  Thus  the 
hopes  of  help  from  our  allies  were  a  fecond  time 

difappointed.  The  produce  of  the  field  was  abb 

fo 
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fo  much  cut  fliort  laft  year,  that  bread  was  the 
Icarceit  the  beginning  of  this  that  we  had  ever 
known.  Ajid  to  have  the  judgment  of  famine  ad¬ 
ded  to  that  of  tne  fword,  would  be  terrible  indeed. 
But  Infinite  goodnefs  now  gave  us  an  earlier  har- 
veft  than  we  had  ever  feen,  and  in  a  few  months 
our  fcarcity  was  turned  into  plenty.  And  on  Oc¬ 
tober  24  the  enemy  went  off  from  Rhode-Ifland, 
■which  was  a  great  relief  to  this  part  of  the  country. 

XI.  Having  made  fufficient  trial  of  thefe  north¬ 
ern  hills,  they  flattered  themfelves  with  much 
greater  advantages  in  the  fouthern  plains  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  And  for  a  while  it  feemed  as  if  in  that  way 
they  would  have  carried  all  before  them.  A  laro-e 
force  failed  from  New-York  in  December,  and 
though  they  had  a  tempeftuous  paffage,  yet  after 
fbme  repairs  at  Georgia  they  came  and  befieged 
the  capital  of  South-Carolina  ;  which  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  yield  to  them.  May  12,  1780.  The 
country  then  lay  open  to  their  ravages  j  and  on 
Auguft  16  General  Gates,  who  had  gained  great 
fame  in  the  north,  w^as  entirely  defeated  in  thofe 
fouthern  regions.  And  though  a  French  fleet  and 
army  arrived  at  Rhode-Ifland  July  10,  yet  none 
could  then  tell  whether  we  Ihould  obtain  any  folid 
benefit  thereby.  Our  public  credit  was  finking  dai¬ 
ly,  even  fo  that  fcarce  any  recruits  for  our  army 
could  be  obtained,  bpt  upon  private  perfonal  fe- 
curity.  And  in  November  the  officers  therein 
conftrained  the  Congrefj  to  promife  them  half¬ 
pay  during  life,  to  prevent  their  deferring  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice  of  their  country.  In  June  our  curren¬ 
cy  had  depreciated  fo  far,  that  feventy-five  paper 
dollars  were  readily  given  for  one  of  filver.  By 
orders  from  Congrefs,  the  New-England  States  then 
came  into  fuch  meafures  as  kept  it  at  a  ftay  until 

February. 
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February,  1781  j  when  the  pouring  in  vaft  quan¬ 
tities  of  it  from  the  fouthward-  gave  it-fuch  a  rapid 
turn,  that  it  run  entirely  down  in  May,  ib  as  to  flop 
pairing.  Before  which  General  Greenej-Tin.  March 
14,  loft  a  large  number  of  men  in,  the  battle  of  Guil¬ 
ford  court-houfe,  in  Notth-Carolina  j  from  vvhence 
Lord  Cornwallis  marched  with  -a  powerful  .army 
into*  Virginia,  where  he  fpread^  much  terror,  and 
laid  wafte  the  country ;  while  the  credit  of  Congrefs 
was  funk  fo  low,  as  fcareely  to  be  aible-  to  fend  the 
leaft  fupply  to  General  Greene.  Yet,^ro  the  afto- 
nilhmcnt  of  our  enemies,  he  was  made  inftrumental 
of  an  entire  recovery  of  South-Carolina  and  Geor¬ 
gia.  A  loan  of  money  from  France  revived  our 
public  credit ;  their  troops  marched  through  the 
land,  from  Rhode-Illand  to  Virginia ;  the  winds 
and  feas,  with  the  hearts  of  the  people,  all  coa- 
curred  together  to  compel  another  experienced 
Britifti  General,  with  a  large  and  powerful  army, 
to  yield  themfelves  as  prifoners  to  the  defpifed  and 
much  injured  Americans,  Oftober  19, 1781.  The 
effeft  of  which  was,  that  on  November  30,  1782, 
the  Britilh  Court  fully  gave  up  their  clairns  to  thefe 
Thirteen  United  States;  which  treaty  was  to  take 
.  place  as  foon  as  peace  was  fettled  with  France  and 
the  other  powers  concerned.  Preliminaries  for  it 
were  figned  January  20,  and  the  peace  was  fet¬ 
tled  in  September,  1783.  Though  before  we  fay 
more  upon  it,  we  muft  take  a  further  look  at  things 
among  ourfelves. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

# 

I.  A  new  Conftitution  framed j  but 
not  accepted.  2.  Pepperell  riot. 
3.  Government  and  Liberty  de- 
fcribed.  4.  But  much  oppofed. 
5.  Our  prefent Conftitution  brought 
in.  6.  Baptift  Teftimonies  reje<ft- 
ed.  7.  What  their  Faith  and  Or¬ 
der  is.  8.  A  Charge  to  embrace 
further  Light  as  it  opens. 

I.  AiTembly  for  1777  were  empower- 

ed  to  frame  a  new  conftitution  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  was  to  be  eftablifhed  or  rejefted  by 
the  next  Aflembly.  This  was  done  in  the  winter 
after,  but  without  any  bill  of  rights  j  and  an  article 
was  inferted  therein  to  adopt  their  old  ecclefiafti- 
cal  laws,  which  caufed  the  Baptift  agent  and  com¬ 
mittee  to  meet  at  Bofton  February  ii,  1778,  and 
to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  our  next  AJTembly 
againft  thofe  laws,  with  a  prayer  that  it  might  be 
fixed  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  govern¬ 
ment,  “  That  minifters  fhail  be  fupported  only  by 
Chrift’s  authority,  'and  not  at  all  by  afleffment  and 
fecular  force ;  which  impartial  liberty  has  long  been 
claimed  and  enjoyed  by  the  town  of  Bofton.”  An 
hundred  copies  of  it  were  printed  and  difperfed, 
arid  a  large  number  of  various  denominations  fub- 
fcribed  it.  This  gave  fuch  an  alarm,  that  an  ear- 

neft  warning  was  given  to  Qur  rulers,  in  the  election 

fermon 
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r  t  'Rnflon  NIsv  agsinft  ma-king 

S™«io^  in  their '.ftablifed  ‘“f 

*oS"b=  b7ok“do«t 

W0?U  be  by  leaving  the  fug  of  P“W>= 

to  the  humours  of  '^,““‘‘3*'’ trfupport 
well  defy  all  human  wifdom  and  power  to  lupo 

sii::r<Sart;ruSr  S' 

’“11  ®Fo1t  “wo  young  Baptift  minifters  were  called 
,0  ureach  in  PeppeielT,  near  forty  m.les  northyeft- 
wa^d  of  Bofton,  ^to  whom  fix  perfons  offered  them¬ 
selves  as  candidates  for  baptilm.  ^ 

a6  they  met  in  a  field  by  a  river  Iide,  whet e  prayers 

w(ie  made,  and  a  fermon  begun,  when  the  chief  Or- 
lersTf  the  town,  with  many  followers,  came  and 
interrupted  their  worlhip.  The  owner  of  the  field 
warned^them  to  depart  out  of  it, 
he  peaceable  ;  but  they  refyfcd  to  g  . 

Baptift  minifters  defired  them  to  ad  > 

they  would  not  like  Chnftians ;  and  reminded  them 
of  the  liberty  of  confcience  which  is  generally  a - 
lowed,  and  even  by  the  powers  we  were  at  war  with , 
and  beo-an  to  open  the  divine  warrant  there  . 
Upon  which  an  officer  faid,  “  Don’t  quote  fcnp- 
ture  here  Another  of  them,  who  was  a  commu¬ 
nicant  in  their  church,  caft  the  odious  name  mr 
upon  one  of  thofe  candidates  for  baptifm  And  he 
no  fooner  attempted  to  dilcover  the  injuftice  there¬ 
of,  than  the  officer  faid,  »  Hold  your  tongue,  or  i  11 
beat  your  teeth  down  your  throat !  And  a 

was  carried  into  the  river  and  plunged,  in  evi< 

conte 


*  Payfon’s  fexHiOft,  p.  20. 
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ineetin^  at  his  hoiifp  ^  ^ 

with  a  hnwl  /^fr  vviJiLii  a  man  was  hired 

,»vun  a  Dowl  of  liquor  to  oro  mto  the  rivpi*  an.i  a- 

officerfo“f  ,h,T  After  which  three 

“Rt^  the  houfe  where  the 

Baptift  mmiilers  were,  and  advifed  them  immedi-  ' 

tv  ^  n  own  fafe- 

dan^er  if  whether  their  liyes  would  be  in 

to  d?rn..r  agreed 

to  d^erfe,  and  to  meet  at  a  diftant  place  of  water 

I  ctwH  perfons  wer^ 

ed  at  thl^Fr^^c’  abufewas  ofFer- 

A/Toritp^  direction  of  the  Warren 

Affociation  an  account  of  thefe  things  was  publilh 

^"tlependent.  Chronicle  of  Oftober  if  • 
tT  of  Middle?’'^  f "  "°tin- 

rtSve?  "’^r  ’  r“  '’■““W  ''indicate 

t  emielves  .  This  they  .attempted  in  the  Chronicle 
?f  November  12.  It  mainly  turned  upon  difpu  . 
mg  the  names  of  adions,  and  about  the  perfons 
who  performed  them.  The  Baptift  accoun/charg- 
ed  the  hiring  of  a  perfon  to  go  into  the  water  upon 

B.,f  ?  of  mockery. 

But  fay  the  town,  “.The  mifreprefentation  of  this 

affair,  and  indeed  a  moft  unpardonable  one  it  is 

appears  from  confidering,  that  the  conducT;  of  faid 

ynton  and  Lawrence  was  altogether  from  the  in- 

ttigation  of  ayoungfter,  who  promifed  Bynton  a 

bowl  of  liquor  on  complying  with  his  propofal ; 

and  £hi§  was  done  mconfiderately,  and  not  meLt  as 

a  piece 
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a  piece  of  religious  mockery.  The  officers  of  the 

town  had  no  concern  in  that  affair. - They  were 

quite  oppofite,  and  particular  care  was  taken  by  the 
officers  of  the  town  to  prevent  riotous  behaviour,  and 
to  maintain  peace  and  good  order.  That  we  did,  as 
a  town,  pay  particular  attention  to  the  conduft  of 
thofe  dangerous  perfons,  is  a  faft  we  do  not  wifii  to 
conceal.”  Now  the  dangerous  perfon,  who  then 
carried  into  Pepperell  the  dangerous  pra(51:ice  of 
djuoting  fcripture  to  defend  liberty  of  confcience, 
and  of  burying  in  haptijm,  .was  Ifaiah  Parker,  paftor 
of  the  Baptift  church  in  Harvard,  who  from  that 
day  to  this  is  allowed  by  authority  to  be  a  regular 
minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift,  though  he  is  not  a  State 
minifter.  Another  event,  {till  more  dangerous  to 
their  way,  was  as  follows. 

III.  By  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Warren  Af- 
fociation  of  September  8,  a  pamphlet  was  publifh- 
ed,  which,  fays,  “As  the  affairs  of  government 
and  LIBERTY  are  the  greateft  points  of  controverfy 
now  in  the  world,  it  certainly  is  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  that  our  ideas  be  clear  and  juft  concerning 
them.  Permit  us  therefore  to  offer  a  few  thouo*hts 
upon  a  familiar  metaphor,  which  the  Holy  Ghoff 
has  ufed  to  illuftrate  their  true  nature.  In  Amos 
V.  24,  he  fays,  let  judgment  run  down  as  waters,  and 
righteoujnejs  as  a  mighty  Jlream.  From  whence  we 
may  obferve,  i.  That  judgment  and  righteoufnefs 
are  effential  to  freedom.  When  w,e  would  feprefent 
any  thing  as  quite  free,  we  fay  it  is  as  free  as  water. 
And  not  only  the  flow  of  mercy  and  grace  from 
God  to  men,  but  alfo  its  effefts  in  them,  in  pro¬ 
ducing  obedience  unto  him,  are  often  compared 
Jereto  in  the  word  of  truth.  John  iy.  14,  vii.  98, 
Titus  n.  12,  iii.  5~8.  This  is  moft  certain, 
becaufe,  3,  »•  feedoim  is  not  aftjng  at  rapdoip,  but 

by 
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by  reafon  and  rule.  ’  Thofe  who  walk  after  their 
own  lulls,  are  clouds  without  water-,  carried  about  by 
winds'-,  or  raging  waves  of  the  Jea,  foaming  out  their 
own jhame  j  while  the  true  sons  of  liberty  are  like 
flreams  which  run  down  in  a  clear  and  Heady  chan¬ 
nel.  David  fay^,'/  •'will  run  the  way  of  thy  command¬ 
ments,  when  th'mfoalt  enlarge  my  heart.  I  will  walk 
at  liberty ,  for  I feek  thy  precepts.  Streams  and  rivers 
mull  have  Heady  channels,  to  run  in  ;  but  they  that 
promife  liberty  while  they  defpife  government,  are  wells 
without  water,  clouds  that  are  carried  with  a  tempeft. 
2  Peter  ii.  10—19.  3.'  Though  tyranny  and  ii- 

centioufnefs  often  make  a  great  noife,  yet  govern¬ 
ment  and  liberty  are  much  Hronger  than  they  are. 
The  former,  like  raging  waves,  daHi  themfelves 
ao-ainH  the  rocks,  and  die  upon  the  fliore ;  or  like 
a'^tempell,  after  making  fad  waHe  and  devaftation, 
their  Hrength  is  gone,  and  their  force  is  over, 
While  the  latter,  like  a  mighty  fir  earn,  carry  all  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  never  reH  till  they  can  get  througli 
or  over  all  obllacles  put  in  their  way.  4.  Stream: 
and  rivers  arc  of  great  ufe,  and  caufe  a  conHant  flo'W 
of  refrelhment  and  bleffings  wherever  they  come  i 
fo  docs  the  exercife  and  adminiHration  of  judgmeni 
and  righteoufnefs,  among  all  people ,  that  pjo) 
them.  Hence,  5.  The  command  of  heaven  is,  le, 
them  run  down :  Put  no  pbHruftion  in  their  way 
No,  rather  be  'in  earneH  to  remove  every  thing  tha 
hinders  their  free  courfe.  6.  The  context  plamlj 
fliews,  that  a  main  obHruftion  to  thefe  great  ble  • 
fir/gs  among  the  people  then  fpoken  to,  was  twi 
afluming  a  power  to  govern  religion,  inflead  ot  be 
jng  governed  by  it.  '  True  religion  is  a  voluntari 
obedience  unto  God.  And  the  great  defign  o  a 
•  ordinances  and  afts  of  worfliip  towards  him,  is  tha 
thereby  we  may  obtain  pardon  and  cleanfing,  wit 
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dir^ion  and  aflillance  to  behave  as  we  ““ 

wards  our  fellow  men.  But  inftead  of  this,  th 
people  added  their  own  inventions  to  divine  mi  - 
tutions,  and  fubftituted  their  ads  of  devotion  to¬ 
wards  God,  in  the  place  of  a  righteous  praftice  to¬ 
wards  men ;  or  for  a  cover  to  their  contrary  con- 
duft  •  And  they  would  fain  have  been  thought  very 

religious,  although  they  judgment 

wood,  bated  him  that  rebuked  in  the  gate,  and  abhorred 

him  -who  Jpake  uprightly.  ^  .  •  r  u  „ 

IV.  Infinite  wifdom  difpofed  things  in  fuch  a 

manner,  as  to  give  a  keener  edge  to  this  remon- 
‘  ftrance  than  could  be  forefeen  by  man.  For  an  ex- 
tfaft  from  the  laft  eledion  fermon,  and  alfo  from 
Chauncy  againft  Chandler,  was  added  to  the  above 
obfervations,  with  fome  remarks  thereon.  At  the 
fame  time  our  army  on  Rhode-Ifland_  fw  fuch 
danc^er  of  being  furraunded  by  the  Bntifh  ,neet, 
thaAhey  wifely  came  offwith  all  their  ftores,  in  the 
night  after  Auguft  30.  Chauncy  imagined  that 
this  defeat  might  be  turned  to  miniftenal  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and  therefore  at  his  next  lefture,  when  mar^ 
of  our  rulers  were  prefent,  he  delivered  a  difcourie 
from  the  feventh  of  Jolhua,  wherein  he  reprefented 
that  one  of  the  accurfed  things  which  caufed  that  de¬ 
feat,  was  their  negleft  of  making  a  new  law  to  help 
minifters  about  their  falaries,  which  the  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  our  currency  had  greatly  leflened.  1  his  fer¬ 
mon  was  foon  printed  and  difperftd  in  the  country. 
And  in  the  Continental  Journal  of  Oftober  8  it 
was  highly  commended,  and  its  author  alfo ;  and 
then  it  was  faid,  “  Although  the  General  Aflembly 
has  now  been  fitting  for  fome  time,  no  rnotion  (as  I 
can  learn)  has  as  yet  been  made,  or  is  likely  to  be 
trade,  for  this  purpofe.— -Are  the  clergy  then  to  fub- 

mit  to  this  treatment  ?  Are  they  as  an  order,  and  the 

only 
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only  order  of  men  in  the  comfnunityj  to  remain  fub- 
jeded  to  injufikemd  fraud  1"  ?^ow  it  was  fo  or¬ 
dered}  that  the  above  paflages  in  the  Baptift  pam¬ 
phlet  were  inferted  in  the  Independent  Chronicle 
the^  lame  day,  in  the  fame  ftreet  in  Bofton.  By 
which  means  the  fame  author  was  declaring  to  the 
world  in  one  paper,  that  all  religious  eftablilhments 
were  of  infinite  damage  to  the  caufe  of  God  and  true 
religion  ;  and  in  another,'  that  the  want  of  further 
exertions  in  that  way  was  an  accurfed  thing,  which 
cauled  the  defeat  of  our  army.  And  what  could  be 
done  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  In  the’ Bofton  Gazette  of  No¬ 
vember  a  it  was  declared,  that  faid  Baptift  pam¬ 
phlet  “  Exhibited  only  a  compound  of  ignorance, 
impudence  and  ahuje."  And  their  refufal  to  comply 
with  minifterial  demands,  was  declared  to  be  a  ufing 
force  againft  them;  upon  which  it  was  faiid,  «I 
cannot  conceive  that  it  is  more  proper  to  ufe  force 
againft  minifters  than  for  them ;  yet  this  is  the  fub- 
jeft  from  which  a  fet  of  men,  who  have  occafioned 
more  difturbance  and  damage  to  this  State  than 
would  be  repaired  by  all  the  money  which  felling 
them  all  for  flaves  would  produce,  derive  their  im¬ 
portance.”  And, the  fecular  arm  was  called  for  to 
punilh  them.  This  was  fo  far  from  being  obtain¬ 
ed,  that  the  paftor  of  the  firft  Baptift  church  in 
Bofton  was  called  to  preach  the  eleftion  fermon 
there.  May  a6,  1779,  in  which  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  church  and  State  was  well  defer ibed,  with  the 
importance  of  keeping  them  entirely  diftinft ;  and 
it  was  printed  and  fent  through  the  State  by  order 
of  authority.  However  our  opponents  were  far 
from  yielding  this  point. 

V.  Delegates  from  the  feveral  town^  elect¬ 
ed  entirely  for  the  purpole  of  framing  a  new  con~ 
ftitutien  of  government,  met  on  September  i,  and 

chofe 
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chofe  a  large  coiiiiTiittGe  to  make  a  draught  for 
their  conflderation^  and  adioiirlied.  When  they 
met  again,  they  took  in  hand  a  bill  of  rights 
which  "was  laid  before  them-.  The  third  article 
therein  was  to  give  civil  rulers  power  in  religious 
matters,  which  occafioned  much  debate^  until  a 
Baptifl:  member  moved  to  have  that  article  re¬ 
committed.  The  motion  was  concurred  with^  and 
he  was  elefted  the  Chairman  of  a  committee  of  fe- 
Ven  upon" that  article.  Five  of  them  were  great 
politicians,  and  they  brought  in  a  new  draughty 
which,  after  warm  debates,  was  paffed  by  a  m 
jority,  November  10,  as  it  now  ftands  in  our  con- 
ditution.  In  order  to  obtain  this  vote,  it 
aiferted  that  there  never  was  any  perfecution  in 
this  land  5  but  that  what  had  been  fo  called  wer 
only  juft  piinifhments  upon  diforderly  perfons,  and 
difturbers  of  the  public  peace.  And  the  Baptifts- 
were  accufed  of  fending  their  agent  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  1774,  with  a  falfe  memorial  of  grievances,, 
in  order  to  break  the  union  of  the  Colonics.  Sharp 
debates  were  caufed  hereby  for  forne  time ;  but 
the  firft  volume  of  our  hifrory  was  brought  in  and 
laid  upon  the  table,  which  filenced  the  firft  part  of 
thofe  declamations,  and  their  agent  being  inform¬ 
ed  of  the  latter  part,  publifhed  faid  third  article 
in  the  Chronicle  of  December  2,  with  re^fons 
againft  the  power  claimed  in  the  middle  part  o£ 
it;  and  then  named  his  acctifers  concerning  the 
Philadelphia  affair,  and  charged  them  with  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  their  promife  made  there ;  and  chal¬ 
lenged  them  to  a  fair  hearing  before  any  proper 
judges/  This  was  fo  far  from  being  granted,  tha^t 
a  long  reviling  piece,  full  of  glaring  deceit,  came 
put  in  the  Chronicle  of  February  10,  1.780;  which 
was  fooii' after  re-printed  in  the  Providence  Gazette, 

X  X  where 
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where  the  appeal  it  pretended  to  aniwer  was  not 
known.  It  accufed  the  Baptift  members  of  the 
Convention  of  hitternejs  and  rage  againft  their  mi- 
niflcrs,  efpecially  for  comparing  them  to  the  fons 
of  Eli  j  and  to  prove  that  they  were  not  worthy  of 
that  charge^  the  writer  fays,  Eli’s  fons  were  not 
to  blame  for  taking  that  part  of  the  offerings 
which  the  law  allowed  them,  but  for  the  illegal  man- 
ner  in  which  they  took  it,”  Very  true ;  and  the 
only  caufe  of  the  bitterneis  and  rage  now  difcovered 
againft  the  Baptifts,  was  their  refufal  to  counte¬ 
nance  fuch  an  illegal  wicked  manner  of  proceed¬ 
ing.  An  anonymous  Baptift  writer  began  fome 
publications  in  the  Chronicle,  againft  the  power 
of  taxation  claimed  in  the  abovefaid  third  article, 
about  the  time  that  the  conftitution  was  finifhed. 
In  anfwer  to  whom  a  writer  appeared  In  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Journal  of  March  9,  faying,  The  wick¬ 
ed  enemies  of  our  civil  and  facred  rights  are  like 
the  troubled  fea,  whofe  waters  cannot  reft,  but  be¬ 
ing  driven  by  furious  winds  are  continually  cafting 
up  mire  and  dirt. — There  is  a  certain  junto  com- 
pofed  of  difguifed  tories,  Britilli  emiflaries,  profane 
and  licentious  Deifts,  avaricious  worldlings,  difaf- 
felfted  feflaries,  and  furious  blind  bigots,  who  had 
much  rather  overturn  and  deftroy  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  than  not  to  have  the  gratification  of  their 
own  humour.”  And  he  fubfcribed  Irenaus^ 

a  member  of  Convention.  The  Baptift  agent  and 
committee  met  April  6,  and  publifhed  an  appeal 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  againft  the  taxing  power 
for  religious  teachers  claimed  in  the  new  conftitution, 
then  fent  out  for  their  acceptance  or  rejeftion.  But 
their  opponents  were  fo  much  concerned  about  it, 
that  no  lefs  than  three  different  pieces  againft  the 

Baptift  agent  were  publifhed  in  the  Bgfton  papers 

in 
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in  the  month  of  May^  to  two  of  which  the  writers 
fubfcribed  their  names^  wdiich  had  not  been  done 
before.  One  of  them  was  as  follows  ;  The  firft 
part  of  the  third  article  in  our  bill  of  rights  fays. 
The  happinefs  of  a  people,  and  the  good  order 
and  prefervation  of  civil  government,  effentially  de¬ 
pend  upon  piety,  religion  and  morality,  and  tliefe 
cannot  be  generally  diffufed  through  a  community 
but  by  the  inftitution  of  the  public  worfiiipofGod, 
and  of  public  inftruftions  in  piety,  religion  and  mo¬ 
rality  which  part  faid  agent,  in  his  publication 
of  December  2,  declared  a  full  concurrence  with. 
Upon  which  a  minifter  of  Roxbury,  in  the  Chro¬ 
nicle  of  May  18,  faid,  Mr.  Backus,  by  inadver¬ 
tently  concurring  fully  with  this  part,  gave  up  the 
whole  caufe  for  which  he  was  agent.*'  This  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prove,  by  fixing  an  emphafis  upon  the 
word  effentially^  and  then  obferving  that  government 
can  exift  without  Chriftianity.  And  his  evident  de- 
fign  was  to  fink  the  credit  of  the  agent  among  his 
brethren,  in  order  to  terminate  this  controverfy. 
But  the  agent  anfwered  all  thofe  three  publications 
in  one  paper,  June  26,  when  heobferved,  that  No 
government  could  ever  be  eftablifhed  without  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  Deity ;  the  knowledge  of  whom  is  as 
much  greater  under  the  gofpel  than  it  is  in  Pagan 
countries,  as  feeing  in  day-light  is  above  feeling  in  the 
night,.  Mat.  V.  14,  Afts  xvii.  27,  And  men  can 
have  no  more  right  to  add  to  God's  laws  about  his  ' 
worlhip,  and  to  judge  the  confciences  of  fiich  as 
refufe  to  fubmit  to  their  additions ,  than  they  have 
POWER  to  caufe  the  dayfpring  to  know  his  place,  Job 
xx^xviii.  12,  Luke  i.  73.  And  is  not  gofpel  light 
elientially  neceffary  tor  the  good  order  01  govern- 
iOent,  although  government  can  exift  without  it  !*' 
And  notwithftanding  their  third  article  exprefly  ex¬ 
cludes 
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eludes  all  fubordination  of  one  religious  feft  to  ano¬ 
ther,  yet  he  obferved,  that  fince  it  was  pafled,  four 
Baptift  brethren  had  been  imprifoned,  and  a  fifth 
had  a  cow  taken  from  him,  for  no  other  caufe  than 
a  refufal  to  acknowledge  fuch  fubordination.  Two 
of  them  were  of  Brido-water,  the  others  v-^ere  of  Lan- 
catter.  Thole  of  Bridgwater  v;ere  threatened  this 
month  with  imprifonment  for  another  minifterial 
tax;  bur  it  was  prevented  in  the  following  manner. 
One  of  them  was  lieutenant  of  a  company  of  militia; 
and,  as  the  public  credit  was  funk  fo  low  as  to 
render  it  exceeding  difficult  to  raife  recruits  for  our 
army,  news  came  to  him  that  the  town  had  chofen 
him  a  member  of  a  fpecial  committee  to  procure  a 
number  of  men  that  were  wanted,  which  news  came 
juft  after  the  collector  had  threatened  to  carry  him  to 
gaol  for  faid  tax,  and  prever^ted  it.  But  a  third 
Baptift  from  Lancafter  was  impriibned  at  Worcef- 
ter,  June  26,  where  two  of  his  brethren  had  been 
from  April  12,  and  they  were  confined  there  un¬ 
til  fall. 

VI.  Yet  when  the  new  conftitution  took  place, 
O&obtr  25,  1780,  it  was  faid,  We  may  rely  that 
^the  prefent  government  will  do  all  it  fairly  can,  by 
authority  and  example,  to  anfwer  the  end  of  its  in- 
llitution,  that  the  members  of  this  Commo-nwealch 
may  lead  a  quiet  and  'peaceable  life  in  all  godliness 
as  well  as  honejly^  and  our  liberty  never  bf  jy^ly 
proached  as  licentioufnefs.  I  know  there  is  diver- 
lity  of  fentiment  refpecling  the  extent  of  civil  pow¬ 
er  in  religious  matters.  Inftead  of  entering  into 
the  difpute,  may  I  be  allowed  from  the  warmth  of 
my  heart  to  recommend,  where  confcience  is  plead¬ 
ed  on  both  fides,  mutual  candour  and  love*.’’  ^  And 

in  the  Bofton  Gazette  of  February  5,  1781,  it  was 

faid, 

#  pooper’s  fermon,  p.  37)  38. 
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I’aid  ‘‘  Laft  fummer,  a  certain  rich  nun,  m  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  altered  his  pnnciples  with  re¬ 
gard  to  baptifm,  was  re-baptized,  and  admitted  in¬ 
fo  Mr.  Backus’s  church  in  Mi^lleborough.  Some 
■neighbours  were  fo  uncharitable  and  cenionous  as 
to  imagine  that  this  perfon  changed  his  religion  in 
order  to  be  freed  from  minifteriai  taxes.  However 
it  remained  a  queftion  in  the  minds  of  many  people, 
by  what  means  his  eftate  could  be  exemptea  legal¬ 
ly  ?  inafmuch  as  they  verily  iuppofed  that  Mr. 
Backus  had  declared  he  would  give  no  more  cer¬ 
tificates  to  any  body  whatfoever,  always  pleading, 
as  they  received  it,  that  the  pradtice  was  contrary 
to  the  didates  of  his  confcience.  Neverthelefs, 
contrary  to  the  expeftation  of  every  one,  our  aflel- 
fors  have  been  furnlfhed  with  a  certificate.  1  lopc 
the  public  will  put  the  rnoft  favourable  conitruc- 
tion  uoon  the  late  remarkable  conduct  of  our  agent 
for  a  Aoufand  fouls ;  that  his  laudable  examp  e 
will  be  pundually  im.itated  by  all  others  oi  the  lame 
profefTion,  and  thereby  finilh  one  part  of  the  tedious 
difpute  which  has  long  fubfifted.”  This  paper  was 
left  for  him  three  days  after,  by  a  noted  lawyer, 
at  a  houfe  he  was  to  preach  at  in  Bridgwater. 
From  thence  he  went  into  Bofton,  and  demanded 
the  name  of  the  writer  ofthat  libel.  This  was  re- 
fufed  by  the  printer,  though  he  was  ready  to  pub- 
lilh  an  anfwer  to  it ;  An  anfwer  was  therefore 
upon  an  exprefs  promife  from  the  priiiter^  that  he 
would  not  publilh  a  reply  without  the  writer  s 
name.  Yet  this  promife  was  violated  on  March  5, 
without  fo  much  as  fending  the  reply  to  the  agent. 
He  was  however  fo  unwife  as  to  fend  another  piece^, 
which  was  publifhed  May  7>  wherein  lome^expref- 
fions  were  fo  turned,  as  to  caft  the  printer  s  faults 
upon  the  public.  From  hence  three  or  four  reyil- 
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ing  pieces  were  publifhed  in  the  Bofton  papers 
againft  him ;  in  one  of  which  he  was  threatened  with 

all  this  noife, 

they  had  no  other  foundation  than  a  line  that  was 

Pemh/r!?  ^  certified  that  a  man  in 

^  embrokewas  a  baptized  member  of  thefirft  Bap- 

church  in  Middieborough,  figned  only  by  their 
paltor,  at  a  time  when  no  certificate  law  had  been 
m  force  for  fome  months,  and  never  could  be  again 
accor  Jng  to  faid  third  articlci  which  excludes  all 
jubordination  of  any  one  fed  to  another.  •  And  the 
..me  given  did  not  anfwer  to  any  law  ever  made  in 
this  government,  from  its  foundation  to  this  day 
.t  may  therefore  be  proper  in  this  place  to  give  a 
diftind  account  of  what  the  faith  and  order  of  thefe 
Baptift  churches  are,  againft  whom  fuch  oppofi- 
tion  has  been  made. 

VII.  In  general  their  faith  and  pradice  come 
the  neareft  to  that  of  the  firft  planters  of  New- 
lingland,  of  any  churches  now  in  the  land,  ex¬ 
cepting  in  the  fingle  article  of  fprinkling  infants. 
In  particular  they  believe,  i.  That  God  fet  Adam 
as  the  public  head  of  all  mankind  j  To  that  when 
he  revolted  from  heaven,  and  feized  upon  the 
earth  as  his  own,  all  the  human  race  fell  in  him, 
and  all  bear  his  earthly  image,  until  they  are  born 
again.  2.  That  in  infinite  mercy  the  eternal  Fa¬ 
ther  gave  a  certain  number  of  the  children  of  men 
to  his  beloved  Son,  before  the  world  was,  to  redeem 
and  fave ;  and  that  he,  by  his  obedience  and  M- 
ferings,  has  procured  eternal  redemption  for  them. 
3-  That  by  the  influence  of  the  holy  Spirit,  each 
of  thefe  perfons,  as  they  come  into  exiftence,  are 
efFedually  called  in  time,  and  favingly  renewed 
in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds.  4.  That  their  jufti- 
fication  before  God,  is  wholly  by  the  perfed 

righteoufnefs 
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righieoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  received  by  faith. 

5.  That  every  fuch  foul  will  be  kept  by  the  pow¬ 
er  of  God,  through  faith  unto  eternal  falvation. 

6.  That,  according  to  God’s  inftitution,  regenerate 
fouls  are  the  only  materials  for  particular  Chriftian 
churches.  7.  That  the  right  way  of  building  fuch 
churches  is  by  giving  a  perfonal  verbal  account 
to  the  church  of  what  God  has  done  for  their  fouls, 
to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  church.  8.  That  the 
whole  power  of  calling,  ordaining  and  depofing 
officers,  is  in  each  particular  church ;  although 
it  is  ordinarily  proper  and  expedient  to  call  in  the 
advice  and  affiftance  of  fitter  churches  upon  many 
fuch  occafions.  9.  That  the  whole  power  of  go¬ 
verning  and  difciplining  their  members  is  in  each 
particular  church ;  though  advice  and  counfel  from 
others,  in  fome  cafes,  is  becoming  and  even  ne- 
ceffary.  10.  That  the  government  of  the  church 
fliould  be  wholly  by  the  laws  of  Chritt,  enforced 
in  his  name,  and  not  at  all  by  the  fecular  arm. 

1 1 .  That  gofpel  minitters  ought  be  fupported  by  his 
laws  and  influence,  and  not  by  tax  and  compul- 
fion  enforced  by  the  civil  power.  12.  That  mi- 
nifters  ought  to  preach,  and  not  read  their  fer- 
mons,  at  leaft  in  ordinary  times  ;  that  being  evi¬ 
dently  the  apoftolic  praftice,  and  the  contrary  en¬ 
ables  men  to  impofe  upon  people,  by  reading  the 
works  of  others,  and  is  attended  with  other  evils. 

13.  That  free  liberty  ought  to  be  allowed  for  every 
faint  to  improve  his  gifts  according  to  the  gofpel ; 
and  that  the  church  ffioufd  encourage  and  recom¬ 
mend  fuch  as  are  qualifiec&for  the  gofpel  minittry. 

14.  That  officers,  when  chofen  and  ordained,  have 
no  arbitrary,  lordly  or  impofing  power ;  but  are  to 
rule  and  minifter  with  the  confent  of  the  brethren, 
who  ought  not  to  be  called  the  but  to  be  treat¬ 
ed 
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ed  as  men  and  brethren  in  Chrift.  Theft  are  the 
chief  points  of  .faith  and  ordciv  wherein  we  differ 
from  others,  and  for  which  fuch  refentment  has 
been  Ihewn  againfl:  us.  And  in  this  and  the  former 
volume  of  our  hiftory  we  have  clearly  proved,  that 
all  thefe  points  were  held  by  the  fathers  of  Ply* 
mouth  Colony.  And  Governor  \Vinflow,  one  of 
their  firft  planters,  informs  us  that  when  they  part¬ 
ed  with  Mr.  Robinfon,  their  dearpaftor  in  Holland, 
in  1620,  he  gave  them  the  following  advice  and 
folemn  charge,  viz. 

VIII.  ""We  are  now  to  part  afunder,  and  the 
Lord  knoweth  whether  ever  I  jfhall  live  tO'  fee  your 
faces  again :  But  whether  he  has  appointed  it  or 
not,  I  charge  you,  before  God  and  his  bleffed  angels, 
to  follow  me  no  further  than  I  follow  Chrift.  And 
if  God  fhall  reveal  any  thing  to  you  by  any  other 
inftrument  of  his,  be  as  ready  to  receive  it  as  ever 
you  were  to  receive  any  truth  by  my  miniftry ;  for 
I  am  very  confident  that  he  has  more  truth  and  light 
yet  to  break  forth  out  of  his  holy  word.  He  t^ok 
Gccafion  alfo  miferably  to  bewail  the  ftate  and  con¬ 
dition  of  the  reformed  churches,  who  were  come 
to  a  period  in  religion,  and  would  go  no  further 
than  the  inftruments  of  their  reformation.  As  for 
example,  the  Lutherans  could  hot  be  drawn  to  go 
beyond  what  Luther  faw  ;  for  whatever  part  of 
God’s  will  he  has  further  imparted  and  revealed  to 
Calviny  they  will  rather  die  than  embrace  it.  And 
fo  you  fee  the  Calvinifts,  they  flick  where  he  left 
them ;  a  mifery  much  to  be  lamented,  for  though 
they  were  precious  fhinfiig  lights  in  their  times,  yet 
God  had  not  revealed  his  whole  wilt  to  therm 5  and 
were  they  now  living,  they  would  be  as  ready  to 
embrace  further  light  as*  what  they  had  received* 
Here  (fays  Window)  he  put  us  in  mind  of  our 
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church  covenant^  whereby  v/e  promife  and  cOve-' 
nant  with  God,  and  one  another^  to  receive  what-*' 
foever  light  and  truth  fhall  be  made  known  to  us' 
from  his  written  word  ^  but  withal  exhorted  us  to" 
take  heed  what  we  receive  for  ffuth,  and  well  to 
examine  and  compare  it  with’  other  fcriptiires  be-* 
fore  we  received  it;  for,  faid  he,  it  is’ not  poflibie^ 
the  Chriftian  world  Ihould  come  fo  lately  out  of 
fuch  thick  Antichriftian  darknefs,  and  that  full  per- 
feftion  of  knowledge  fliould  bteak  forth  at  once*.’’ 
Such  were  the  noble  f^timents  and  folemn  charge' 
of  Mr.  Robinfon,  that  eminent  father  of  the  plant¬ 
ers  of  New-England.  To  which  I  lliall  annex  a 
caution  he  gave,  in  his  preface  to  a  defence  of 
their  caufe  ten  years  before.  Says  he,  I  defire 
the  Chriitian  reader  to  take  knowledge  of  this  one 
thing,  that  ai  the  pretence  of  zeal  in  forward  mi-' 
nifters  againft  all  corruptions  is  a  thick  mill,  hold¬ 
ing  the  eyes  of  many  well-minded  people  from  fee¬ 
ing  the  truth,  fo  the  perfon  with  whom  I  now  par¬ 
ticularly  deal  trulls  to  this  infinuation  above  all 
others,  conveying  himfelf  under  this  colour  into 
the  hearts  of  the  fimple,  and  hereby  making  way' 
moll  effeftually  not  only  for  his  counfels  and  a‘d- 
vertifements,  for  the  quenching  of  their  affeftions' 
towards  the  truth,  but  alfo  for  his  idle  guelTes  and 
likelihoods  (vol.  i,  p.  7)  with  fuch  perfonal  cornpari- 
fons  and  imputations  as  his  book  is  ftored  with,  to' 
alienate  mens  hearts  from  it.  But  the  godly  reader 
is  to  confider  that  to  accept  perfons  in  judgment  is  not 
good,  Specially  in  the  Lord’s  caufe ;  and  that  his  faith 
is  not  to  be  held  in  rejpe^  of  perfons,  James  ii.  I'j’.” 
Let  this  be  remembered  in  our  next  chapter.  , 
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C  H  A  P.  XIX. 

V  _  1  •  .  ■ 

'  '  ^ 

I.  Mayhew  againft  the  Dodrines  of 
fovereign  Grace.  2.  Yet  very  an- 
^  ,gry  at  having  his  Condn^t  expofed; 
3.-  Others  treated  abuhvely.  4.  Of 
the  Charge  of  Separation.  5.  Of 
Baptifm.  6.  Of  Minifters  Power. 
7.  Of  uni  verbal  Salvation. 

I.  "TX  R-  Mayhew  publifhed  two  ferraons^  in  the 
I  J  beginning  of  1763,  from  thofe  words,  27^^ 
Lord  is  good  to  all^  aitd  his  tender  7nercies  are  over  all 
his  works.  From  whence,  after  laying  down  many 
juft  obfervations,  he  endeavours  to  prove,  that  the 
Lord  is  good  to  all  the  different  ranks,  orders  or 
fpecies  of  his  intelligent  and  fenfitive'  creatures  j 
and  good  and  kind  to  all  the  individuals  of  which 
thefe  Ipecies  confift.  Fie  allows  that  the  terms  allj 
every y  and  the  like,  are  fometimes  iifed  in  a  limited 
fenfe  in  fcripture,  and  that  there  are  many  places 
which  muft  neceffarily  be  fo  uaderftood;  but  de¬ 
nies  any  limitation  here,  becaufe  God's  .goodnefs  is 
perfeft  and  infinite,  as  well  as  his  other  perfections. 
And  beginning  with  a  greater  number,  and  coming- 
down  to  a  leffer,  he  at  laft  comes  to  the  loweft  in¬ 
dividual  ;  and  if  any  held  that  he  was  not  good  to 
that  individual,  Mayhew  fays,  ^^Ithiidcyou  (hould 
paraphrafe  the  text  thus,  the  Lord  is  good  to  all 
but  onoy  and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works,  excepting  a  fmgle  infignificant  creature,  which 
either  efcapes  his  notice*  or  at  which  he  is  angry. 
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and  lb  mak^s  it  miferable,  though  it  neither  has 
nor  is  capable  of  offend ing^  hiiai.  And  he 

on  to  obferve,  that  John  lays,  God  is  lo^”^  ;  and 
then  fays,  It  is  worthy  of  particular  remark,  that 
though  God  is  ihfiniteiy  wile  and  powerful  &c. 
as  well  as  good,  yet  he  is  never  ftiled^  in  fcripture 
wifdom  or  power  in  the  abllr.aft,  as  he  is  hcie  ffded 
LOVE.  Perfect  goddnefs,  love  itfelf,  is  his  very  et- 
fence,  in  a  peculiar  fenfe;  imnaeafurable,  immutable, 
univerfal  and  eveiiafting  loVe”^./  Again  fays  he. 
Nothing  was  prior,  not  even  the  exiftence  of  God, 

to  his  will  to  be  good.*- - God  is  then  not  only 

eternally,  necejfarily  and  effentially,  but  infinitely  of 
perfeftly  good.  And  if  fo,  then  equally,  univer-- 
fally,  and  immutably  good  in  all  times  and  places.’^ 
Neceffity  therefore  he  afcribes  to  the  wilj  of  God, 
though  his  party  (Irenuoufly  deny  that  it  can  be 
confiftent  with  the .  liberty  of  our  wills.  And  he 
had  before  aferted,-  1  hat  there  is  no  medium 
betwixt  God’s  being  aaiially  kind  and  inerciful'to 
all,  and  his  beings  pofitively  cruel  and  linmercifiil 
to  fometd’  And  to  give  his  ideas  of  the  atone¬ 
ment,  he  fays,  good nefs  itfelf,  confidered' 

in  connexion  Vvith  infinite  wifdorn,  requires  that 
order,  and  the  Iiighed  veneration  for  the  majefty  piC 
God,,  his  laws  and  government,  fiiould  be  prelpryd 
ed  amoilgil  all'his  reafonabrccfeatiire.s.  T.  heir  own 
good  efienlially  depefids  upon  it'd  x^nd  this  impotg 
taut  ehd  is  mqlt 0tludiy  attained  by  the  facrlfice 
Chrill^  by  wi vofii  weBave  received  tloe  dionemefit,  Wdj 


his  dWii  hatufe' deficient  in 

u.  becaufe  he  is  inunuery  wife  as  W'eu 
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^as  merciful - There  was  a  fitnefs  and  coneruity 

in  It,  as  the  wifeft  and  beft  method  for  faving  fmful 
men,  without  any  kind  of  reference  to  that  com- 
.mon  hnt  ytt  Jirange  fuppofition,  of  divine  jujiice 
being  entirely  diftinft  from  divine  goodnefs*.”  It 
is  to  be  npted,  that  here  he  owns  that  he  rejefts  the 
common  fentiments  of  our  fathers;  and  fays  he,  «  I 
feriouily  declare,  that  if  I  were  to  form  my  concep¬ 
tions  of  God’s  moral  charafter,  by  fuch  difcourles 
as  I  have  fometimes  heard  and  read,  and  fuch  as 
were,  by  many,  thought  to  be  truly  evangelical,  in¬ 
stead  of  thinking  him  really  good  to  all,  and  his 
tender  mercies  over  all  his  works,  eflentially  good, 
and  infinitely  the  beft  of  beings,  I  could  not  but 
conclude  him  to  be  infinitely  more  mjuft  and  cruel 
than  any  other  being  in  the  univerfe  !”  And  he  at 
length  ventures  to  fay  of  infants,  «  To  fuppofe  that 
the  fm  of  Adam  and  Eve  is  or  can  be  fo  imputed 
to_  them,  as  to  render  them  juftly  liable  to  eternal 
mifery,  without  any  offence  of  their  own,  is  one  of 
the  groffeft  of  all  abfurdities.”  And  to  hold  that 
any  of  the  human  race  are  not  chofen  in  Chrift  to 
eternal  life,  is  a  dodlrine  which  he  rejefts  in  the  fame 
manner ;  after  which  he  fays,  “  If,  therefore,  my 
brethren,  you  know  of  any  particular  fchem.e  or 
fyftem  of  Chriftianiry  (fo  called)  two  or  three  of  the 
moft  diftinguiiliing  and  leading  principles  of  which, 
and  the  bafis  bn  which  the  whole  refts,  are  plainly 
and  certainly  repugnant  to  the  do6lrine  of  God’s 
univerjaj  goodnefs,  and  his  tender  mercies  over  all 
his  works ;  you  may  be  certain  that  fuch  fcheme  or 
fyftem  is  falfe ;  abfolutely  and  wholly  falfe,  fo  far  as 
it  has  any  connexion  with  or  dependence  upon 
thofe  principles  J.”  He  allows  that  there  will  be  a 
future  punilhpQent  to  the  wicked,  but  leaves  the 

words 
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words  concerning  it  undefined  ;  and  concludes  with 
mentioning,  that  in  the  other  world  the  meaning  of 
that  paffage  in  the  Revelation  whll  be  more  clearly 
opened  than  we  can  conceive  of  it  here,  that  Every 
crechture  which  is  in  heavenly  and  on  the  earthy  and 
mder  the  earthy  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  feay  and  all 
that  are  in  theniy  heard  I  faying,  blefling,  and  honor, 
and  glory*,  and  power  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  unco  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever/* 

.  IL  The  reader  may  now  jud^e,  whether  this 
author  had  not  a  defign  againft  fome  of  the  inoft 
important  principles  of  the  Proteftant  reformed  fyP 
tern  of  Chriltianity,  as  it  had  long  been  profejOTed  in 
this  and  other  countries.  Yet  becaufe  Mr.  Cleave- 
land  reprefented  hisfermons  in  that  light,  in  his  ef- 
fay  to  defend  thatdyftem,  Dr.  Mayhew  called  it  A 
defamatory  libel and  faid  to  Cleaveland,  Can 
you  poiTibly  think  it  became  you,  an  obfeure  per- 
Ion  from  another  Province,  and  one  fo  unlettered  as 
you  are,  an  out-caft  from  the  college  to  v/hicJi  you 
was  a  difgrace  ?— Did  you  not  ibow  the  utmoft  af- 
lurance,  in  thus  fetting  up  your  little  felf  — Poor, 
Jjnhappy  man  !  You  doubtlefs  thought  to  emerge 
from  your  obfeurity,  andao  appear  as  a  perfon  of 
fome  confequence,  by  this  vain  attempt.— It  is  as 
much  beneath  me  to  play  the  critic  on  fuch  a  perform¬ 
ance  as  yours,  as  it  would  be  particularly  to  expofe 
the  vanity  of  your  cricicifms  on  my  Termons. — -But 
I  will  proceed  to  the  main  bulinefs  of  this  letter, 
which  is  to  fet  your  faljhood  aaad  iniquitous  pro¬ 
ceedings,  with  reference  to  my  fermons,  in  fome  order 
before  your  eyes  to  adminiften  the  reproof  and 
correftion  which  you  defetve, or  rather  2ipart  there¬ 
of.  For  it  is  only  they  that  hold  f word  of  public 
jujliccy  that  can  legally  punifhjfuoh  wickednefs  td 
xlit  ment  oi  its*  demerits*  Your  villainy  in  this 
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affair  appears  written,  as  one  may  fay,  even  upon  , 
your  forehead*.”  And  his  whole  letter  of  forty- 
nine  pages  is  in  this  ftrain ;  which  inftead  of  univerT 
fal  goodnefs,  difcqvers  how  fuch  men  would  treat 
their  opponents,  if  their  power  was  equal  to  their 
wills.  A  fight  of  thefe  things  moved  the  Prefident 
andGorporacionof  the  college,  who  expelled  Cleave- 
land,  to  give  him  the  tide  of  A.  M.  the  fame  year. 
Yet  when  Mayhew  died-  two  years  after,  Chauncy 
reftefted  upon  Cleaveland  (as  before  obfervedy  p. 
229)  and  called  him  an  obfeure  perfon  without  re¬ 
putation.  And  to  this  day  the  perfons  of  thofe  two 
men  are  held  in  fuch  admiration  bv  multitudes, 
that  they  are  much  fooner  difturbed  at  hearing  their 
errors  expofed,  than  at  hearing  their  Maker  blaf- 
phemed  !  while  they  are  highly  pleafed  with  feeing 
eminent  minifters  of  oppofite  principles  treated  with 
a  high  degree  of  abufe  and  contempt,  as  appears  in 
what  follows. 

.  III.  All  eftablifhinents  of  worfhip  by  human 
laws,  that  ever  were  erefted  under  the  Chriftian 
name,  were  built  upom calling  the  covenant  in  Gen. 
xvii.  the  covenant  of  grace.  Yet  our  excellent  Ed¬ 
wards' was  feparated  from  his  dear  flock  at  North¬ 
ampton,  only  for  infifting  upon  a  perfonal  profeflion 
of  fanftifying  grace  in  order  for  full  communion, 
(Page  1 9 1.)  -From  thence  he  went  and  fettled  at 
Stockbridge,  on  the  weft  borders  of  our  State ; 
where  his  fuccelTors  have  endeavoured  to'  purfue  his 
plan  of  reformation.  A  confiderable  number  of 
minifters,  in  various  parts  of  the  land,  have  alfo 
laboured  ini  the  fame  caufe.  About  the  clofe  of 
1768,  Dr.  Jofeph  'Bellamy^  publifhed  a  fmall  piece 
upon  the  halfi: way ^ covenants  which  Was  foon  an- 
Iwered^  andihex  wocebnot  left'  than  fix  pamphle^s^ 
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■upon  the  covenant,  to  prove  that  a  'profeffion  of 
faving  faith  was  a  neceffary  term  of  communion  in 
the  church,  and  of  being  aftive  in  baptifm.  The 
piece  on  the  oppofite  fide,  mentioned  in  p. 
was  occafioned  hereby.  And  within  fix  years  above 
twenty  pamphlets  were  written  by  different  par-’ 
ties  upon  this  fubjed,  through  the  country  from 
New-Jerfey  to  Bofton.  The  name  of  a  half-way 
covenant  was  difowned  by  all  thefe  writers,  and 
their  controverfy  turned  entirely  upon  the  queftion, 
whether  a  profeffion  of  faving  faith  ought  to  be  re¬ 
quired  of  conimunicants,  or  not  ?  For  both  parties 
agreed  that  none  ffiould  be  aftive  themfelves  in 
baptifm,  but  fuch  as  had  a  right  to  come  to  the  . 
other  ordinance ;  and  they  were  as  unable  to  fettie 
this  matter  as  Stoddard  and  Mather  were  feventy 
years  before.  (Page  33,  34O  How  to  reconcile 
divine  fovereignty  with  human  liberty,  and  effica¬ 
cious  grace  with  the  ufe  of  means  for  converfion, 
were  alfo  queftions  that  they  had  long  and  tedious 
debates  upon.  At  length  a  fingular  aft  of  difer- 
pline  at  Stockbridge  feemed  tO'  give  the  ocher  par¬ 
ty  an  occafion,  and  it  was  eagerly  improved,  to  give 
them  as  bad  a  thruji  with  their  horns^  as  ever  was 
given  by  any  bulls  in  Baffian.  It  was  as  follows* 
Thofe  who  have  feen  the  nature  of  original  fm, 
cannot  tell  how  to  keep  up  the  idea,  of  childrens 
being  born  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  without  fome 
regard  to  grace  in  their  parents.  And  in  the  farrte 
chapter  where  the  unbelieving  confort  is  faid  to  be 
Jan5iiJied  by  the  believer,  a  widow  is  required  to 
marry  only  in  the  Lord.  Therefore,  becaufe  a  young 
widow  in  Stockbridge  church  married  an  immo¬ 
ral  profane  man,  in  the  beginning  of  1777?  flie  was 
cenfured  and  excluded  from  their  communion. 
This  occafioned  the  calling  of  a  Council  in  Janua¬ 
ry. 
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'’7’  ^7795  which  was  adjourned  to  May,  and  frow 
thence  to  Oftober,  when  they  juftified  the  church 
in  that  act.  The  man  who  married  faid  widow  was 
trom  Conneaiicutj  and  he  got  a  learned  minifter 
from  thence  to  plead  his  caufe  in  the  laft  of  thofe 
Councils,  who  was  ion  to  the  ruler  that  fent  a  man 
to  prifon  forty  years  ago,  for  preaching  the  gofpel. 
(rage  165.)  A.s  his  client  was  not  relieved  by  that 
Council,  lie  publifhed  liis  plea  for  him,  which  has 
paired  tlirough  three  or  four  editions.  It  was  an- 
Iwered  from  Stockbridge,  upon  which  he  publillied' 
a  larger  piece  in  17  So,  intituled,  Letters  of  friend¬ 
ship;  which  being  replied  to,  he  in  1781  gave  what 
.he  called  a  gentle  reprimand.  And  in  1782  thefe 
three  pieces  were  printed  in  one  at  Bofton.  Their  ' 
evident  defign  was  to  relieve  that  woman,  to  pre¬ 
vent  divifion  among  their  minifters,  and  to  keep  up 
tne  ule  of  force  for  their  lupport ;  all  which  it  is 
faid  are  accomplilhed  tiiereby.  Be  that  as  it  may. 

It  IS  certain  that  much  deceit  and  cruelty  have  been 
ufed  in  this  affair.  IVIany  would  limit  the  word 
perfecution  to  corporal  punilhments ;  which  is  lb 
oppofite  to  truth,  that  reviling  and  mockery  contain  a 
great  and  part  of  it.  Mat.  v.  ii,  Heb.  xi.  36. 
Colonel  Gardiner,  who  was  converted  fixty-five  years 
ago,  declared  that  “  He  would  mucli  rather  have 
marched  yp  to  a  battery  of  the  enemy’s  canno.n. 
than  have  been  obliged  fb  continually  as  he  was 
ttfface  fuch  artillery  as  this*.”  Yet  in  order  to 
carry  his  point,  this  advocate  advanced  a  parable 
of  a  church  who  refufed  to  allow  a  brother  therein  - 
to  marry  a  woman  he  dearly  loved,  becaufe  not  a 
gracious  perfon ;  and  adviled  him  to  marry  a.  mem¬ 
ber  of  theirs  that  was  found  in  the  faitli,  which  is 
moft  fhockingly  deferibed ;  and  then  faying  of  her 

perfon> 
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pcrfon,  “  As  to  fome  trifles^  which  a  carnal  man 
would  objeft  to,  it  becomes  you^  as  a  fpiritual  man; 
to  make  no  objedEoni  It  is  true,  fhe  is  of  a  mean 
family,  and  a  very  weak  linderftanding  5  fhe  is  pee- 
•  vilh  and  fretfid  to  the  higheft  degree ;  her  fhape  is 
Semicircular ;  fhe  is  what  the  world  calls  monftrous 
ugly ;  every  feature  is  adapted  to  mortify  carnal 
defires,  which  is  much  better  than  to  have  therti 
gratified ;  fhe  is  the  queen  of  fluts,  and  without 
any  polite  educatiorii  But  fhe  has  gracej  saving 
GRACE ;  fhe  is  regenerated  5  let  your  grace  wed  with 
hers,  and  a  fiveet  bride  fhe  will  be:  -Moreover, 
is  ^aji  the  flower  of  her  age,  and  we  fuppofe  need  f6 
requires*”  Now  is  it  poffible  to  drefs  up  a  church 
and  Icripture  phrafes  in  a  more  odious  and  fcandal- 
ous  manner  than  is  here  done !  Yet  in  his  repri¬ 
mand,  which  he  calls  gentlcj  he  infiniiates  that  for 
any  to  be  offended  at  it  atgues  guilt ;  becaufe,  fays 
he,,“  It  W'as  exprefly  declared  that  it  is  to  be  ap^ 
plied  only  as  truth  applies  it/’  But  when  we  look 
into  his  plea,  we  find  him  faying^  “  Let  the  follow¬ 
ing  parable  apply  where  it  will  apply f.”  Truth 
cannot  apply  it  to  any  church  upOn  earth ;  but  his 
will  has  publifhed  the  names  of  thirteen  minifters 
in  that  plea,  more  worthy  than  himfelf,  for  the 
world  to  laugh  at  as  much  as  they  wilL  And  this 
is  doubtlefs  the  chief  reafon  of  its  circulating  fo  ex- 
tenfivtly.  But  how  mean  and  fpiteful  is  it  to  treat 
the  word  grace  in  this  manner !  Affixing  the  word" 
to  the  covenant  of  circumcifion,  where  God  never 
put  it,  is  the  fource  of  that  difficulty  at  Stockbridge. 
The  words  JanBified  and  hol^,  in  i  Cor.  vii.  14,  are 
both  of  a  kind,  and  the  latter  the  effedl  of  the  form¬ 
er  j  and  their  meaning  may  be  afcertained  by  i  Tim. 
iv.  5.  But  if  we  muft  go  to  the  law  for  the  mean-7 

Z  z  i'ng- 
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ing  of  the  word  holy  there,  the  fame  word  in  the 
law  is  given  as  fhe  reafon  why  they  Ihould  not  marry 
with  unholy  perfons,  Deut.  vii.  3^  6.  Every  foul 
therefore  will  be  felf-condemned  that  affixes  the 
name  grace  to  the  covenant  of  circnmcifion,  and  at 
the  fame  time  cenfures  the  church  at  Stockbridge 
for  attempting  to  aft  confiftently  upon  it, 

IV.  His  fecond  pamphlet  is  direfted  to  mini- 
fters  who  had  effayed  to  withdraw  from  the  major 
party  in  the  country  5  to  whom  he  applies  the  apof- 
tolie  warning,  beware  of  dogs ^  beware  of  the  concifion  : 
Which  warning  was  levelled  againft  thofe  who  held 
to  the  covenant  of  circumcifion  after  it  was  out  of 
date,  and  could  not  bear  to  quit  all  confidence  in  the 
fiejhy  Phil.  iii.  2,  3.  The  General  Affociation  of 
xninifters  in  Connefticut,  June  3,  1780,  ftated  the 
nature  of  thofe  minifters  crime  in  thefe  words,  viz, 

Refuling  intercourfe  of  minifterial  labours,  and 
to  receive  our  members,  on  recommendation  from 
the  pallors  and  churches  to  which  they  belonged,  to 
their  communion,  without  a  particular  and  perfon- 
al  examination But  in  the  Bolton  edition  this 
palTage  is  left  outs  and  fome  minifters  are  accufed 
of  renouncing  communion  with  others,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  affair  at  Stockbridge.  Such  deceit 
are  men  guilty  of  !  And  it  is  affcrted,  that  The 
churches  in  New-England  are  generally  full  as  Jlribt 
in  their  praftice,  as  the  church  at  Stockbridge,  and 
require  full  as  much  religion  in  the  profeffion,  life, 
and  converfation  of  the  candidate.”  And  the  mi- 
nifter  of  Lebanon  (mentioned  in  p.  191)  is  referred 
to  as  an  example  thereofjr.  Yet  he  was  a  man  who 
held  tenacioufly  that  the  field  where  faints  and  the 
vifible  children  of  the  wicked  one  are  ordered  to 

9rQW  togetheTy  intends  the  vifible  church;  which  aa 
^  excellent 
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excellent  writer  fays  gave  others  occafion  to  refleft. 
That  thofe  churches  whofe  praftice  is  .agreeable 
to  his  loofe  principles,  do  that  at  noon-day,  in  the 
prefence  of  God,  angels  and  men,  which  the  devil 
did  in  the  night,  while  men  flept*!”  It  h  alfo  to 
be  obferved,  that  a  member  .of  the  church  in  Stock- 
bridge  detefted  faid  advocate  in  feveral  violations 
of  truth,  as  to  matters  of  fad  there.  But  inftead 
of  any  honeft  retradion,  he  faid  of  that  member, 
cc  Where  he  is  knowm,  he  can  perhaps  hurt  no  man's, 
charader,  either  with  his  tongue  or  pen ;  and  it  is  a 
queftion  whether,  at  this  period  of  time,  he  can  hurt  ' 
his  own."  And  again,  He  has  exerted  himfelf 
with  all  his  might,  to  fupprefs  the  gofpel  miniftry 
in  this  land,  labouring  among  other  efforts  to  re¬ 
move  the  only  probable  means  for  the  fupport  of 
itf.’’  That  is,  the  man  he  points  to,  being  of  the 
Convention  who  formed  our  new  conftitution,  la¬ 
boured  to  exclude  the  ufe  of  violence  from  it  in 
fupporting  religious  teachers.  And  his  charadler 
was  fuch  as  to  be  freely  chofen  one  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  Senators  in  May,  1781.  How  then  did 
his  opponent  dejfije  government? 

V.  Mr.  Locke  long  fince  obferved,  that  learned 
difputants  often  ad  as  deceitfully  about  the  main 
words  of  their  controverfy  as  a  trader  would  do  if 
he  took  the  figure  8,  and  called  it  fometimes  feven 
and  fometimes  nine,  as  would  fuit  his  advantage. 
And  how  much  was  that  the  cafe  in  this  difpute  1 
The  moft  puzzling  argument  of  the  advocate  for  the 
profane  man,  was  declaring  that  by  baptifm  he  was 
in  the  church,  and  ought  to  have  been  difciplined, 
rather  than  his  wife  for  marrying  of  him.  And  in 
1783  the  fame  author  publiihed  an  addrefs  to  the 

Baptiftsj 

^  Edwards’s  reply  to  Williams,  p.  103. 
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Baptifts,  wherein  he  reprefents  the  covenant  of  cir- 
curncihon  to  be  fych  an  ample  charter  of  church 
privileges,  that  it  would  even  have  been  an  im¬ 
peachment  of  the  facred  character,  or  reflexion  up- 
pn  the  perfpftjons  of  God,  to  expeft  an  exprefs 
^efcription  of  who  were  the  fubjedts  of  baptifm  in 
jhe  new  teftament.  Now  it  is  certain  that  every 
fnan  in  Ifrael  who  Ihould  forbear  tp  keep  the  palT- 
pver  as  it  was  inftitutefl,  muft  be  cut  off  from  his 
peoploy  Numb.  ,ix.  13.  And  if  the  covenant  is  the 
■fame  now,  every  perfon  among  their  churches  wh'o 
has  been  fprinkled  in  infancy  muft  come  to  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  the  fupper,  or  be  excommunicated,  be  he 
converted  or  unconverted,  moral  or  profane.  Yet 
the  abovefaid  pleader  has  the  effrontery  to  fay  to  his 


ppponents,  "  You  tell  us,  gentlemen,  that  fome  of 
jUS  do  not  agree  with  you,  in  oiir  notions  of  the 
terms  of  church  communion,  or  admifllon  of  church 
members.^ — :B:ut— no  mortal  know's,  or  can  know, 
who  has  grace  or  wflp  has  not.— Let, us  fpeculate/ 
and  difpute  as  long  as  we  pleafe,  we  muft  practife  ' 
alike,  or  we  cannot  pradtife  at  all*.”  But  if  many 
are  in  darknefs,  and  know  not  where  they  are  go- 
ingj  does  that  prove  that  others  have  no  true  light  ? 
And  if  they  love  darknefs  rather  than  light,  can 
their  eyils  make  void  the  word  of  Chrift?  who 
fays,  he  that  doth  truth,  conietio  to  the  light,  that  his 
deeds  may  be  made  maitifejl,  that-  they  are  wrought  in 
Cod-,  and  alfo  fays,  every  tree  is  known  by  his  own 
fruit  :—A  good  man,  out  of  the  good  treafure  of  his 
heart,  bringeth  forth  that  which  is  good ;  and  an  evil 
man,  out  of  the  evil  treafure  of  his  heart,  bringeth  forth 
that  which  is  evil  -,  for  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  his 
mouth  fpeaketb.  And  the  way  wherein  greedy  dogs 
are  to  be  known,  who  pn  never  have  enough,  is  that 

they 
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they  all  look  to  their  own  way,  every  one  for  his  gain, from 
his  quarter.  They  bite  with  their  teeth,  and  cry^ 
peace-,  and  he  that  putt eth  not  into  their  mouths,  th^ 
even  prepare  war  againfl  him.r-^- — Tet  will  they  lean 
upon  the  Lord,  and  fay,  is  not  the  Lord  among  us  ? 
None  evil  can  come  upon  us.  This  is  their  learning^, 
their  logic  ^  from  a  negative  propofuion  thej^  form 
a  poiitive  conclufion.  They  are  in  covenant  with 
deathj  and  agreement  with  hell,  and  from  thence 
think  to  fecure  themfelves ;  and  they  fcornfully  flight 
all  warnings  of  future  danger.  But  the  time  is 
haftening  when  their  bed  will  be  too  fliort  for  thenn> 
and  their  covering  too  narrow  ;  and  k  will  be  a  ve^y. 
ation  only  to  underjland  the  report  cf^  the  gofpel,  Ifai* 
xxviii.  14— —20.  Rom.  x.  16.  Union  and  cornrnu^ 
nion  with  God,  who  is  light  and  love,  was  the 
life  of  man  at  firft ;  and  a  revolt  from  hind,  into 
darknefs  and  diforder,  was  death,  the  penalty  of  the 
law.  And  the  charafter  of  hell  is  lying  and  mur¬ 
der,  John  viii.  44.  Therefore  I  conclude,  that  the 
known  ufe  of  deceit  and  cruelty  is  the  covenant  with 
death  and  agreement  with  hell,  wherewith  fcorn-. 
ful  officers  have  often  thought  to  fecure  themfelves  ^ 
againfl:  prefent  and  future  dangers.  This  I  take 
to  be  a  fcriptural  glafs,  and  return  our  opponents 
compliment  upon  it.  Says  he,  Why  do  the  .letters 
of  friendfliip  offend  them,  fince  it  is  fo  exprefly 
premifed  that  no  perfon  is  pointed  at  in  them  un^ 
lefs  juilly  charadterized  ?  If  my  face  is  dirty  and 
not  fit  to  befeen,  I  wafli  it,  and  never  quarrel  with 
my  glafs  about  it*/'  And  fince  his  zeal  has  been 
fo  great  for  the  relief  of  one  cenfured  woman,  let 
him  appear  for  another  nearer  home<.  For  a  wo? 
man  of  good  charadter,  in  the  head  county  vof  his 
iDwn  State,  was  cenfured  in  1781^  and  excommuni?? 
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cated  in  1783,  by  a  minifler  who  is  a  fellow  of  Yale 
college,  for  no^other  crime  than  refraining  from 
coming  to  the  Lord's  table  with  fuch  as  hold  the 
Lord's  fupper  to  be  a  converting  ordinance. 

VI.  This  may  lead  us  to  take  a  further  view  of 
their  claims  of  power  over  the  churches.  About 
twenty  years  ago,  a  minifter  who  was  a  fellow  of 
Yale  college  publifhed  a  pamphlet  to  prove  that 
the  pow'^er  of  ordination  is  inherent  in  minifters,  and 
that  Chrid  never  gave  tliat  power  to  the  church  as 
a  body,  ^  This  he  dedicated  to  their  Governor ;  and 
he  therein  allow'ed  that  the  people  have  a  right  to 
choofe  their  minifters,  but  not  to  ordain  thern,  any 
more  than  the  freemen  of  Connefticut  have  to  fwear 
their  magiftrates  into  office.  An  anfwer  was  wrote 
to  him,  and  he  made  a  reply  in  1766.  But  then 
both  his  patron  and  his  comparifon  failed  him,  be- 
caufe  his  Governor  and  feveral  magiftrates  were 
left  out  of  office  by  the  people,  for  favouring  the 
ftamp-aft.  And  what  could  he  then  do  ?  He 
flipt  over  the  line,  and  faid,  The  Governor 
of  a  Province  is,  by  the  King's  commiffion,  in- 
vefted  with  power  and  authority  as  fuch  an  officer, 
diftin6l  from  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges, 
belonging  to  the  government,  by  the  conftitution, 
charter,  and  laws  of  the  land.  And'  though  the 
magiftracy,  and  other  officers,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  have  a  legiflativc  and  executive 
authority  with  him,  under  his  precedency,  and  aft 
with  him  in  judgment,  in  many  cafes ;  yet  are  thefe 
diftinft  branches  of  authority,  originating  from 
different  fountains  of  power  :  The  former  from 
fpecial  commiffion  from  the  King,  the  other  from 
the  conftitution  and  laws  of  the  government.  I 
take  the  cafe  to  be  much  parallel  in  ecclefiaftical 

govern- 
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crnvpmment*  ”  And  we  have  fhewn  (p.  27  5) 
fhe  Mairach.fem  mimtes  claimed  a  higher  power 
than  the  King  allowed  to  his  Governor ;  and  he  wa^ 
the  head  of  dieir  eftabiifhtnents  for  worfhn^  both 
there  and  in  Connefticut.  (Page  78,178.)  Therer 
fore  they  are  now  in  a  deplorable  cafe  ;  for  an  ocean 
three  thoufand  miles  wide  rolls  betwixt  the  heatj 
and  the  body  of  that  conftituuon,  io  that  they  have 
only  a  dead  polluted  ear  cafe  left  in  tbetr  high  -places, 
Ezek.  xliii.  7.  And  thofe  who  have  fo  often  re- 
icfted  the  reafonable  teftimomes  and  petition^,  of 
the  Baptifts,  are  forced  now  to  become  fuppliants 
to  them,  in  order  to  fave  their  polluted  fcherne.  In 
aBofton  paper,,  before  mentioned,  of  Februaiy  5, 
1781,  they  tell  a  ftory.of  a  gentleman  s  babe,  that 
was  taken  by  an  ape  and  carried  to  the  roof  of  the 
houfe,  while  he  and  his  family  were  at  church,  and 
a  carelefs  maid  got  to  Beep;  and  yet  that  the  babe 
was  faved  by  their  prayers.  Upon  which  they 
name  the  Baptift  agent,  whom  they  accufe^of  doing 
the  like  with  their  religion  5,  but  expreffed  their 
hopes  of  having  it  now  returned  into  its  former  con- 
*  dition  But  herein  they  appear  more  contemptible 
than  the  priefts  of  Baal  did  in  Elijah^stime  ;  for  they 
came  out  like  men,  and  performed  their 
in  the  fight  of  the  people,  while  thefe  only  publiih-* 
ed  their  prayers  in  news-papers,  and  were  afraid 
that  their  names  fliould  be  known.  And  the  babe 
they  pray  for  is  not  a  human  creature,  but  a  mon- 
Her,  begotten  upon  a  whore  ;  and  great  haf'pinejs^  is 
promifed  to  thofe  who  fliall  ddjh  little  ones 
the  JioneSy  Pfalm  cxxxvii.  8,  9.  And  the  Baptifts 
not  only  covet  fuch  happinels,  but  obedience  to 
government  requires  it  of  them.  ^  Bor  all  Protef- 

tant  kingdoms  have  fet  up  their  lying  as  head  of 
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the  church ;  but  that  name  is  now  excluded  from 
our  LegiAature.  And  to  move  the  people  to  re- 
ceive  this  conftitution,  the  compilers  of  it  faid  to 

r  1^*^  /I  delegates  did  not  conceive  them- 
felves^vefted  with  power  to  fet  up  one  denomina¬ 
tion  of  Chnftians  above  another;  for  religion  muft 
at  all  umes  be  a  matter  between  God  and  mdividu- 
ais  .  And  no  man  can  take  a  feat  in  our  Lem- 
flature  until  he  folemnly  declares,  ”  I  believe  tlie 
Chriltian  religion,  and  have  a  hrm  perfuafion  of  its 

lurely  as  it  is  true,  Chrift  is  head 
oj  aU  ■principality  and  power,  and  the  church  is  com- 
pleat  in  him ;  and  required  to  do  ail  her  adls  in 
PIS  name.  Therefore  all  worlhip  that  is  fupported 
in  any  other  name  is  only  will-worfiip,  Col.  ii.  o, 
2j,  iii.  17.  And  though  recourfe  has  often 
been  had  to  Germany,  for  matter  to  prejudice 
|)eople  againft  equal  liberty  and  believers  baptifrri;, 
yet  twenty  thoufand  mercenaries  have  lately  been 
brought  from  thence  to  fight  againft  fuch  princi- 
|)les,  and  to  deluge  our  land  with  blood ;  againft 
whom  no  denomination  in  America  have  adfed  with 
more  prudence  and  vigour  than  the  Baptifts.  In 
the  fall  of  1778,  our  Legiflature  pafled  an  aft  to  de¬ 
bar  inimical  perlbns  from  returning  into  this  State, 
wherein  three  hundred  and  eleven  men  were  named 
as  fuch  j  and  our  enemies  are  welcome  to  point  out 
one  Baptift  among  them  if  they  can.  Yet  our  op¬ 
ponents  are  ftill  lb  unwilling  to  allow  equal  liberty, 
and  that  the  power  of  church  government  Ihould 
be  in  the  body  of  each  community,  that  a  pamphlet 
was  publilhed  at  Bofton  againft  it,  near  the  dole 
of  1783,  wherein  it  is  faid,  «  If  the  power  of  dif- 
miffing  its  paftors  is  determined  to  be  lodged  in  the 

church, 
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church,  without  the  intervention  of  any  indifferent 
perfons,  the  clergy  of  New-England  are  of  all  rnen 
the  mod  miferable^f’  This  author  was  an’  aftive 
member  of  the  Convention  who  formed  our  new 
conftitution,  but  they  are  now  enfnared  in  the  work 
of  their  own  hands  ;  and  to  move  others  to  relieve 
them  he  lays,  The  world  produces  not  a  fet  o£ 
minillers  more  holy  in  their  lives,  more  free  from 
immorality  of  every  kind,  more  pure  in  their  doc^ 
trines,  or  more  ingenious,  animated  and  pathetic  in 
their  addreffes-,  than  the  clergy  of  New-England.-~ 
The  obfervation  hath  often  been  made,  that  it  is 
natural  to  the  clergy  to  be  fond  of  power.  With¬ 
out  difpiite  they  are  fo,  for  they  are  men,  andTubjedt 
to  the  fame  feelings  and  inclinations  v/ith  others*. 
But  in  New-England,  let  them  have  felt  ever  fo' 
much  of  this  inclination,  they  have  not  difeovered^ 
it.  Where  is  the  man  who*  can  point  out  the  in-' 
dance,  where  the  miniftry  have  attempted  to  en¬ 
croach  upon  the  rights  of  the  churches  §  Such' 
attempts  have  been  fo  openly  difeovered,  that  at' 
prefent  I  fhall  only  point  the'  reader  to  his‘ 
now  doing  of  it,  in  the  name  clergy  he  fo*  often 
affumes.  It  is  derived  from  the  word  that  is  tranf- 
heritage y  in  i  Pet.  v.  3,  which  name  has  long 
been  ufurped  by  minifters,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
fcandal  of  lording  it  over  the  church.  And  the  fol- , 
lowing  fafts  may  difeoverhis  vanity  in  boafting  of 
their  general  purity  as  to  doftrine. 

VII.  All  Mayhew's  arguments  againft  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  fovereign  grace,  pointed  dire6tly  to  univer- 
fal  falvation,  though  the  minds  of  the  people  were 
not  then  prepared  to  receive  it.  But  an  artful 
teacher  from  Britain,  who  by  the  way  of  New- 
York  came  into  New-England  in  177  2,  by  deceit- 

A  a  a  fuE 
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fill  addreffes  to  the  paffions  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
procuring  an  edition  of  Relly  upon  Union  at  Bofton 
in  T779,  and  another  at  Providence  in  1782,  pre¬ 
pared  the  way  for  the  minifters  of  the  county  to 
difcover  themfelves.  And  in  Auguft,  1782,3  pam¬ 
phlet  was  publifhed  in  Bofton,  which  foon  pafled  a 
fecpnd  edition,  entituled.  Salvation  for  all  men.  Dr. 
Chauncy,  undoubtedly,  had  a  chief  hand  therein, 
and  moft  of  the  minifters  in  Bofton  feemed  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  fcheme,  and  others  continue  in  fellowfhip 
with  thofe  who  have  openly  owned  it.  Their  main 
arguments  turn  upon  extending  the  divine  good- 
nefs  to  every  individual,  and  Chrift’s  merits  alfo ; 
although  they  do  not  attempt  to  tell  how  long  it 
will  be  before  all  come  to  enjoy  the  fame.  They 
fay,  “  There  will  be  a  great  deal  to  be  done,  after 
thefecohd  coming  of  Chrift. — Indeed  (fay  they)  the 
ftoftrine  of  purgatory,  as  now  taught  by  the  Pa- 
pifts,  ieems  to  be  a  corruption  of  a  genuine  doc¬ 
trine  held  by  the  ancient  fathers,  concerning  the  fire 
of  bell-,  which  will  burn  up  fin  and  lujl*.”  But  we 
do  not  hear  of  any  yet  who  have  ventured  to  afiert 
with  Ofigen,  that  Chrift  will  be  crucified  in  the  next 
world  fo  fave"  the  devils.  Several  valuable  pam- 
•^lets  have  been  wrote  againft  thefe  delufions,  but 
•thofe  minifters  are  ftill  held  in  fellowfhip.  Though 
Dr.  Chauncy  himfelf  fays,  “  I  am  clearly  of  the 
'mind,  that  a  vifibly  wicked  minifter  is  the  great- 
eft  fcandal  to  religion,  and  plague  to  the  church  of 
God ;  nor  is  it  a  hurt,  but  a  real  fervice  to  the  caufe 
•  of  Chrift,  to  expofe  the  charadbers  of  fuch,  and  lef- 
fen  their  power  to  do  mifehieff.”  And  again  he 
fays,  “  The  religion  of  Jefus  has  fufFered  more 
from  the  cxercife  of  this  pretended  right  [to  make 

religious 

f  Said  pamphlet,  p.  14,  21. 

f  Chauncy’s  thoughts,  1743,  p,  141. 
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religious  eftabliftiT.ents]  than 

put  together ,  and  it  is  with  me  paft  all  doubt,  that 

ft  will  never  be  reftored  to  its-  P'^ 

fiinplicity  and  glory,  until  religious  eftablilhmen 
are  fo  brought  down  as  to  be.  no  more 


I.  Unjuft  Conceptions  concerning 

Liberty  of  Will.,  2.  The  Nature 
thereof  expofed.  3*  Bloody’ Effetfts: 
of  it  irom  afar.  4.  And  alfo  among 
ourfelves.  5*  The  ill  Effetfts  of  it 
in  the  Churches.  6.  Regeneration^ 
the  only  effectual  Remedy  ag 
it.  7.  Addrefs  of  the  Baptifts  con-, 
cerning  the  Return  of  Peace.. 

I.  \  T  r  H  E  N  we  have  conceived  an  ill  opinion: 

W  of  denomination,  it  is  exceeding  di^ 
ficult  to  treat  them  fairly.  An  inftance  hereof  is 
before  me,  that  may  be  proper  to  mention.  Ed¬ 
wards’s  treat ife  on  the  will  has  pafled  through  one 
edition  at  Bofton,  and  two  or  rnore  in  Eondon, 
without  ever  belng^anfwered,  although  it  is  levelled^ 
direftly  againft  the  turning  point  of  Arminianifm,  to 
which  the  opinion  of  univerfal  falvation  naturally 
fucceeds.,  Many  who  do  not  own  either  of  thofe 
narnes,  yet  have  conceived  a  ftrong  prejudice  againft 
Galvinifm,  which  Edwards  profeffedto  own^;  though 

not 

♦  ^ 

•  Reply  to  Chandler,  1770,  p.  144. 
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not  every  opinion  that  Calvin  advanced.  A  late 

London,  re-printed  at 
Philadelphia  in  1783,  contains  the  following  things 

The  aujor,  when  giving  his  own  deliberate  ideas 
fays,  »  The  vifible  world  demonftrates,  it  was  made 
by  an  omnipotent  power,  and  is  preferved  by  the 
lame  power.  What  doth  not  neceifarily  exift,  muft 
e  originally  created,  and  continually  upheld  bv 
the  power  that  made  it—There  is  no  medium  b- 
twixt  felf-exiftence  ana  dependence  on  its  caufe  • 
therefore  a  ceffation  from  it  of  the  power  that  made 
It  IS  annihilation  to  it.  Thus  as  all  created  tliincrs 
were  made,  .and  ftill  fubfift  Iblely  by  the  ener.o-y'of 

power,  he  mull;  necelfariiv, 
whilft  they  exift,  be  omniprefent  with  them,  in 
them,  and  through  them  ;  tiierefore  cannot  be  ic-no- 
rant  of  any  thing  relating  to  them,  nor  unconcern¬ 
ed  about  them,  or  any  part  of  them*.”  If  fo 
then  the  creature  can  do  no  aft  but  v/liat  his  Cre¬ 
ator  fees  caufe  either  to  order  or  permit,  which 
is  the  efience  of  Calvinifm.  No,  fays  this  au¬ 
thor,  We  attribute  tlie  wliole  of  man’s  falvation 
to  the  light  or  grace  within,  firft  and  laft,  without 
at  all  placing  man’s  dcftruction  to  the  account  of 
his  Maker,  which  John  Calvin  direftly  doth.”  And 
^fter  attempts  to  prove  this  charge  from  ancient 
writings,  he  tries  to  confirm  it  from  Edwards  on  tlie 
will.  And  in  reference  to  his  main  point,  he  fays, 
‘'We  are  told,  tbe  will  is  always  determined  by  the 
JlrongeJl  motive.  Has  the  will  no  liberty  then  at 
any  time  ?  Is  it  always  {o  forcibly  determined,  in  all 
Its  ii'xKjtionSy  3y  c ircu nriib^nccs  cinci  motives  fucccl— 
fivcly  anfing  upon  it,  from  the  original  conftitu- 
tion  of  things,  that  every  man  is  neceflarily  oblig¬ 
ed  £0  tliifik,  fpeak  and  adt,  juft  as  he  doth  Was 

this 

-  againft  N?wt<m,  p.  37,  38. 
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this  really  the  cafe,  our  inevitable  a6ls  would  certain¬ 
ly  render  us  no  proper  fubjeds  of  reward  and  punifh- 
ment ;  of  come,  ye  bleifed,  or  go,  ye  curfed.  We 
muft  be  equally  unintitled  to  approbation  and  cen 
fure^d’  Rur  T  miifl'  fell  him  and  all  his.  friends 


lurc"^,"  Bat  I  muft  tell  him  and  all  his  friends, 
that  I  am  much  better  acquainted  with  Edwards’s 

i. 

writings  than  they  are,  and  I  abfolutely  know  that 
the  ideas,  naturally  arifing  from  the  words  forcibly 
and  inevitable^  as  here  ufed,  when  charged  upon  Ed¬ 
wards,  are  entirely  unjuft  and  abulive.  And  it 
tends  to  raife  an  evil  temper  in  thofe  who  read  the 
fame,  againft  all  the  friends  of  Edwards’s  writings, 
of  w'horn  I  am  heartily  one.  I  am  certain  that  the 
author  wdio  has  thus  cenfured  him,  is  not  a  o-rear- 
er  friend  to  the  full  liberty  of  the  human  will,  and 
againft  every  idea  of  pufi’tive  influence  from  God  to 
rertrain  men  from  good,  or  to  impel  them  to  evil, 
than  Edwards  was.  And  I  know  that  from  my  in- 
moft  thoughts  I  abhor  aild  deteft  every  thing  ox 
that  nature,  and  challenge  all  the  fons  of  men  to 
prove  the  contrary  if  they  can.  Whether  faid  au¬ 
thor  will  like  the  following  defeription  of  liberty 
is  uncertain.  In  a  Bofton  paper  of  June  21,  1784, 
we  are  informed,  that  a  new  book  of  Dr.  Chauncy’s 
is  now  in  the  prefs,  which  gives  a  view  of  man. 
As  an  intelligent  moral  agent ;  having  within  him- 
felf  an  ability  and  freedom  to  will,  as  well  as  to  do^ 
in  oppofition  to  necessity  frem  any  extraneous 
caufe  whatever.” 

II.  This  perfedHy  agrees  with  that  difregard  to 
God,  and  to  equal  liberty  among  the  common  peo¬ 
ple,  which  has  lately  been  fo  confpicuons  in  that 
metropolis.  Perhaps  a  text  could  not  be  found 
more  fuitable  to  have  preached  upon,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  our  new  conftitution,  than  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

p*  86,  >  9^* 


352  A  CHURCH  HISTORY  _ 

lowing  :  Their  children  alfo  fliall  be  as  aforetime, 
and  their  congregation  jball  be  ejiablijhed  before  me^ 
and  I  will  punilh  all  that  opprcfs  them.  And  their 
nobles  Jhall  be  of  themfelveSy-  and  their  Governor  fsall 
proceed  from  the  midji  of  themy  and  I  will  caufc  him 
to  draw  near,  and  he  ^all  approach  unto  me ;  for 
who  is  this  that  engaged  his  heart  to  approach  unto 
me?  faith  the  Lord/*  Jer.  xxx.  20,  21.  But  a 
noted  miniiter  of  Bofton  took  out  the  words- here 
printed  in  Italicy  and  not  the  reft,  for  the  fubjeft  of 
his  fermon  at  that  time ;  in  which  he  told  of  con- 
fcience  being  pleaded  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion 
about  religious  liberty.  And  the  two  fides  are  cx- 
aftiy  thefe.  The  Baptifts  pleaded  that  Ghrift*s  mi- 
nifters  might  be  fupported  only  by  his  laws  and 
influence :  Their  opponents  pleaded  ftill  to  be  called 
by  his  name,  but  that  they  could  not  in  confcience 
give  up  the  ufe  of  fecular  force  to  fupport  them. 
The  Baptifts  never  afked  for  any  greater  liberty  in 
this  refpeft  in  the  country  than  Bofton  has  long  en¬ 
joyed  :  Their  opponents  plead  confcience  for  deny¬ 
ing  it  to  them,  which  doubtlefs  is  fuppofing  that 
gain  is  godlinefsy  and  from  fuch  we  are  command¬ 
ed  to  withdraw.  'The  minifter  of  Chelfea,  who  in 
1778  defied  our  Legiflature  to  preferve  order  in 
the  State,  if  they  allowed  equal  liberty  in  the  church, 
was  received  a  member  ofidiat  Aflembly  in  1783, 
to  tax  others,  while  he  pays  none  himfelfi  But  who 
can  wonder  at  their  treating  the  people  thus,  fince 
their  treatment  of  their  Maker  is  fo  flagrant !  Claim 
his  promifes  without  regarding  his  precepts,  which 
is  the  praftice  the  temper  would  have  drawn  our 
Saviour  into.  Mat.  iv.  6,  7.  But  greater  abfur- 
dity  and  blafphemy  can  fcarcely  be  conceived- of, 
than  to  claim  God*s  promifes  to  fupport  us  in  dif- 

obedience  to  his  precepts^  and  to  deny  his  right  to 
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govern  our  wills,  funhcr  than  we  pleafe.  His  au¬ 
thority  and  commands  are  certainly  a  caufe  without 
us  y  but  we  have  already  feen  that  the  above  writer 
thought  them  too  Jcvere  even  for  Adam  in  inno- 
cency,  and  that  grace  gives  an  exemption  from  that 
feverity.  (Page  229,  230.)  But  I  have  feen  a 
record  concerning  one,  who  was  as  zealous  for  con^ 
fidence  in  the  ftejh  as  thefe  late  difputants  are,  and  had 
as  fair  a  claim  to  it  as  any  of  them,  who  at  length 
was  made  to  know  that  faid  law  was  holyj  jufly  and 
goody  that  it  was  fcripturaly  but  he  a  carnal  Jlave  to 
JtHy  inftead  of  having  fuch  high  dignity  and  li¬ 
berty  as  he  before  imagined  he  had.  And  neces¬ 
sity  brought  him  moft  freely  to  preach  the  faith 
that  he  before  endeavoured  to  deftroy,  i  Cor. 
ix.  16.  Gal.  i.  16,  23.  And  any  perfon  in  the 
world  can  as  foon  ceafe  to  cxift,  as  ceafe  to  defire 
happinefs,  and  to  cfcape  mifery.  A  falfe  imagina¬ 
tion  of  good  m  the  forbidden  fruit,  drew  our  firft 
parents  into  rebellion  againft  God ;  and  fuch  ima¬ 
ginations  are  the  only  fourceof  fin  in  all  their  chil¬ 
dren,  James  i.  14,  15.  Good  is  itill  their  pur- 
fuit,  but  they  have  lott  the  knowledge  of  who  can 
give  it,  or  what  it  is;  but  the  regenerate  foul 
knows  both,  and  this  is  theprecife  difference  be¬ 
tween  them,  Pfalm  iv.  6,  7.  Who  does  not  know 
that  debtors  and  criminals  are  not  fit  judges  in  their 
own  caufes  ?  yet  that  is  the  cafe  with  all  reafoners 
againft  the  truth  and  perfection  of  God’s  written 
word.  How  would  wrong  judgment  proceed  in 
civil  Courts,  if  the  Judges  or  jurors  were  allowed 
to  conftrue  laws  according  to  a  rule  withhi  therriy 
inftead  of  a  fixed  known  ftandard  !  If  we  believe 
the  word  of  truth,  a  moft  obftinate  tyrant,  a  moft 
hardened  wretch,  yet  gladly  fent  Ifrael  away  with 
rich  treafures,  thq  feme  night  which  God  had  told 
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Abraham  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  before, 
Exod.  xii.  ,33,  40,  Pfalm  cv.  37,  -38.  Which 
turn  of  his  will  and  choice  was  by  a  caufe  without 
himy  which  brought  him  to  aft  voluntarily  and 
exaftly  according  to  a  previous  immutable  decree, 
and  that  without  giving  any  renewing  grace  to  his 
foul.  But  as  foon  as  death  was  out  of  view,  he 
eagerly  purfued  Ifrael  into  the  Red  Sea,' where  he 
and  his  army  perifhed.  And.  none  but  infidels 
will  pretend  to  deny  the  jiiftice  of  God  in  that 
deftruftion,  although  it  was  he  that  exaftly  dif- 
poied  all  the  circiimftances  which  moved  Pharoah 
voluntarily  to  aft  as  he  did.  And  tlie  gofpel  re¬ 
fers  to  this  inftance,  to  Ihew  how,  by  much  long- 
Jufferingy  vejjels  of  wrath  are  fitted  to  defirudliony  ac- 
cording  to  the  fovereign  will  of  God.  Rom.  ix. 
17,  18,  22.  And  thofe  who  will  not  believe  him 
here,  will  in  vain  cry  for  mercy  hereafter.  Thofe 
who  are  efteftually  drawn  to  Chrift  by  divine  teach- 
ingy  know  that  they  could  not  have  come  without  it, 
nor  avoid  coming  moft  freely  with  it.  John  vi. 
44,  45.  And  to  hear  nrinj  fpeaking  evil  of  things 
which  they  know  not  y  hut  what  they  know  naturally 
as  brute  heaftsy  and  in  thofe  things  to  corrupt  themf elves  : 
To  fee  them  tre'hd  down  the  good  pafturesy  and  foul 
the  deep  waterSy  and  thruji  others  with  fide  and  Jhoul- 
dery  ferves  to  confirm  believers  in  the  truth  of  re¬ 
velation,  and  in  the  hope  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance 
from  fuch  evil  heafisy  Judex.  Ezek.  xxxiv.  18 — 25. 
As  the  wages  of  fin  is  death,  God  cannot  be  juft 
in  paying  the  fame  to  infants,  but  upon  his  right 
to  conftitute  Adam  as  their  head  to  aft  for  them, 
and  dealing  with  them  as  finners  in  him ;  for  jul- 
tice  cannot  pay  wages  where  they  are  not  due. 
And  as  Chrift  came  into  the  world  purely  to  fave 
finners,  infants  could  have  no  part  in  his  falva- 


I 


[1784-] 


NEW-ENGLAND; 


tion,  if  they  were  not  Tinners.  That  infants  may  par- 
take’ofthatfalvation,  even  in  their  mochers  womb, 
is  certain*  Luke  i.  44*  And  it  is  as  certain,  that 
chough  the  firtt  Adam  was  a  figure  of  the  lecond 
in  ibme  things,  yet  that  he  was  not  fo  in  others ; 
and  in  none  more  plainly  than  thefe  three,  viz.  the 
one  brought  death,  the  other  life;  the  one  by  a  . 
judicial  fentence  of  law,  the  other  by  a  free  gift  of 
grace  ;  the  one  by  a  fingle  offence  ruined  the  world,, 
the  other  atoned  for  many  offences,  and  will  finally 
bring  forth  a  much  more  glorious  world  than  that 
which  Adam  deftroyed.  I  conceive  that  thefe 
ideas,  both  of  the  refemblance  and  the  difference 
betwixt  the  two  public  heads  of  mankind,  are  plain¬ 
ly  contained  in  the  fifth  of  the  Romans,  and  fif¬ 
teenth.  of  the  firft  to  the  Corinthians.  Yet  how 
many  are  there  who  will  have  it,  that  Chrift  died 
equally  for  all  the  human  race,  and  yet  that  he  faves 
but  a  part  of  them,  becaufe  their  wills  defeat  his 
good  defires  and  intentions  ?  To  thefe  others  have 
fUcceeded,  who  affert  that  he  died  for  every  one  of 
them,  and  will  finally  bring  them  all  to  happinefs, 
though  not  until  many  of  them  have  been  in  hell- 
flames  for  thoufands  of  years,  to  burn  up  their  cor¬ 
ruptions.  But  I  boldly  declare  I  would  as  Toon  wor- 
fhip  the  Pagan  god  of  flies,  as  any  imaginary  faviour 
that  could  poffibly  be  miftaken  or  difappointed  in 
any  of  his  defigns.  Ifully  believe  that  God’s  plan  of 
government  was  and  is  infinitely  perfect.  That  it  is 
calculated  fo  in  infinite  wifdom,  that  all  his  difpen- 
fations  lhall  demonftrate  to  all  intelligent  creatures, 
that  all  defirable  good  is  to  be,  enjoyed  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  revealed  will,  and  nowhere  elfe ;  but 
that  difobedience  thereto  is  infinitely  hateful  and 
dreadful^  how  pleafing  foever  it  may  appear  at  firft* 
That  he  gives  finners  opportunity  to  try  their  in- 
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ventions  to  the  utinoft  extent  of  them,  moft  plainly 
■warning  them  of-  their  danger  in  the  mean  time  5 
and  that -examples  of  their  defeat,  and  of  juft  pu- 
nilliments,  inflifted  upon  the  impenitent,  will  be  vi- 
lible  to  the  blelfed,  and  caufc  high  praifes  to  him 
forever  and  ever ;  which  words  are  equally  made 
ufe  of  to  defcribe  the  continuance  of  his  crlories^ 
-the  happinefs  of  the  faints,  and  the  mifery^ of  the 
wicked.  Rev.  v;  13,  xiv.  9 — n,  xix.  3,  xx.  10, 
xxii.  And  as  it  was  the  old  ferpent  that  poifbn- 
ed  our  firft  parents,  by  fetting  up  reafon  againft  re¬ 
velation,  efpeciaily  in  calling  in  queftion  the  truth 
of  the  penalty  of  the  law,  fo  the  fame  poifon  is 
exceeding  vifible  and  pernicious  among  their  chil¬ 
dren  at  this  day. 

III.  It  is  moft  certain  that  the  reformation  in 
the  church  of  England,  which  took  place  in  the 
days  of  Edward  the  fixth,  was  produced  by  preach¬ 
ing  the  dodlrines  of  original  fin,  juftification  by  faith 
in  Chrift’s  imputed  righteoulhefs,  and  his  fovereign 
and  efficacious  grace  upon  the  fouls  of  men,  to  their 
eternal  falvation.  And  it  is  as  certain  that  a  depar¬ 
ture  from  thefe  doftrines  has  been  growing  upon 
that  church  ever  fince.  Taylor  againft  original 
lin,  though  he  was  a  diffenter,  yet  was  brought  in¬ 
to  the  eaft  part  of  Connedicut  by  an  itinerant  mif- 
iionary  of  the  church  of  England  above  forty  years 
ago  ;  and  it  has  had  an  extenfive  circulation  through 
this  country.  Many  of  other  denominations  were 
pleafed  with  it,  while  they  tried  hard  to  perfuade  the 
world  that  Whitefield  was  a  diflioneft  man,  and 
upon  evil  defigns  againft  this  country,  wien  he 
preached  the  gofpel  according  to  the  doclrines 
eftablifhed  by  law,  both  in  Old-England  and  New. 
(Page  17 1.)  Ten  years  after,  a  profeffor  of  H-ar- 
vard  college  tried  to  fix  that  odium  upon  his  cha- 
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ra£lef  ;in ‘the  niiii'ds  of  his  pupils ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  denied  the  liberty  of  gofpel  minifters  to  preach 
in  any  parifh  tvhere  another  was  fet  Jed,  without  his 
licence'^'.  And  if  fads  .are  fairly  examined,  will  it 
not  be  found,  that  thofe  in  our  day,  who  have  been 
moft  fierce  for  taxing  others  where  they  are  not 
reprefenced,  yet  are  not  willing  to  own  that  their 
Maker  had  a’ right  to  conftitute  Adam  as  their  re-^ 
prefentative  ?  In  1628  a  charter  was  granted  to  the 
Maflachufetts  from  the  Britifli  Court,  which  ex¬ 
empted  this  Colony  from  all  taxes  thereto,  but  only 
the  hfth  part  of  the  gold  and.  filver  ore  that  fhould 
be  found  in  it;  and  it  gave  the  Colony  the  exclu- 
five  right  to  choofe  their  own  Governors.  But  in 
16B4  thefe  privileges  were  wrelled  from  them,' and 
their  lands  were  all  claimed  by  the  crown,  and  great 
tyranny  was  here  exerciled  forfome  years,  until  the 
King  was  driven  from  his  throne,  and  another  was 
placed  thereon  by  compaft.  He  gave  us  a  new 
charter  of  many  privileges,  but  icferved  a  power 
to  tax  our  trade,  and  an  arbitrary  power  in  the 
crown  to  appoint  our  Governors,  and  to  demand 
our  property  for  their  fupport.  And  as  thofe  who 
turn  every  one  to  his  own  way  can  never  have  enough^ 
the  remainder  of  our  charter  privileges  were  taken 
away  in  1774,  and  Meets  and  armies  v/ere  fent  to 
compel  this  country  into  an  unlimited  fubmiffion  to 
the  zvilh  of  the  BriciMi  Parliament.  And  after  many 
terrible  frowns  of  providence  upon  their  unmerci¬ 
ful  proceedings,  a  fpeech  from  the  Britifa  throne 
of  November  2,  1780,  faid,  The  prefent. arduous 
fituation  of  public  affairs  is  well  know  n  ;  the  whole 
force  and  faculties  of  the  monarchies  of  France  and 
Spain  are  drawn  forth,  and  exerted  to  the  utmoft, 

to 

*  Wigglefworthh  ledures  concerning  miniHi^rs  power,  1754, 

p.  ;l6. 
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to  fupport  the  rebellion  of  my  Colonies  in  North- 
Arqi^rica^  and,  without  the  leaft  provocatiori  or  caufe 
^of  complaint,  to  attack  my  dominions;  and  the 
undifguifed  objeft  of  this  confederacy  manifeftly  is 
to  gratify  boundless  ambition,  by  deftroying  the 
commerce,  and  giving  a  fatal  blow  to  the  power  of 
Great-Britain.  By  the  force  which  the  late  Parlia¬ 
ment  put  into  my  hands,  and  by  the  blefling  of  pro¬ 
vidence  on  the  bravery  of  my  fleets  and  armies,  I 
have  been  enabled  to  withftand  the  formidable  at- 
,tempts  of  my  enemies,  and  to  fruftrate  the  great 
expeilations  they  had  formed ;  and  the  fignal  fuc- 
ceflTes  which  have  attended  the  progrefs  of  my  arms 
in  the  Provinces  of  Georgia  and  Carolina,  gained 
with  fo  much  honor  to  the  conduft  and  courage  of 
my  officers,  and  to  the  valour  and  intrepidity  of  my 
troops,  whicli  have  equalled  their  higheft  characler 
in  any  age,  will  I  trufl  have  important  confequen- 
ces  in  bringing  the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion.  It 
is  my  moft  earntft  defire  to  fee  this  great  end  ac- 
complilhed ;  bur  I  am  confident  you  will  agree  with 
me  in  opinion,  that  we  can  only  fecure  fafe  and 
jhonqrable  terms  of  peace  by  fuch  powerful  and 
refpedlable  preparations,  as  fhall  convince  our 
enemies,  that  v/e  will  not  submit  to  receive 

THE  LAW  FROM  ANY  POWER  WHATSOEVER/'  Lord 

Cornwallis  was  one  of  his  mofl:  fuccefsful  officers 
in  Carolina,  who  there  gave  orders,  on  Augufl  30, 
3780,  That  every  militia  man,  who  had  borne 
arms  v/ith  us,  and  afterwards  joined  the  enemy,  fhall 
he  immediately  hanged/'  Yet  on  December  30 
General  Clinton  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  as  Com- 
miffioners  from  the  King  for  reftoring  peace  to  the 
Colonies,  gave  out  a  declaration  from  New-York, 
That  Great-Britain  had  manifefted  the  fincerity 
of  her  affeftisnate  and  conciliatpry  intentions,  in  re¬ 
moving 
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moving  forever  your  pretended  ^grouncs  pf  dil- 
content,  by  repealing  annong  other  .ftatutes  thoie 
relating  tothe  duty  on  tea,  and  the  alterations  in 

<70verniTient  of  MafTachufetts-bay,  and  exeixipt- 

ii  "  :,:'’:ever  not  only  the  continental  but  the  in^ 
h.  Colonies  from  parliamentary  taxations ;  and 
fb  invited  all  or  any  of  ThbXolonies  m  rebel- 
lior.”  to  come  in  and  receive  pardon  and  ^peaoc. 

A  id  before  they  had  got  through  they  faid,  llie 
loyal  are  exhorted  to  perfevere  in  their  integrity  for 
the  prefervation  bf  /their  country,  its  religion  and 
liberties/’  And  this  declaration  arrived  and  was 
publifricd  in  Bofton  juft  before  the  King’s  fpeech, 
which  cxprefTed  a  refolution  not  to  receive  law  trorii 
any  power  v/hatfoever,  not  even  excepting  the 
er  of  heaven.  And  how  much  better  were  the  wuls 

of  men  in  this  land  ? 

IV.  For  fix  months  after  the  war  began  the 
general  welfare  of  the  country  was  kept  fo  much 
m  view,  that  men  enough  were  eafiiy  obtained^  to 
fill  up  our  army,  which  was  alfo  plentifully  lupplieu 
with  provifions.  But  a  committee  from  the  ioutm 
ward  mei  at  the  camp  in  or  near  Cambridge,  in 
Oftober,  1775,  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  the  next  cam¬ 
paign,  who  raifed  the  wages  ot  officers,  and  lowered 
thofe  of  the  private  foldiers,  which  direblly  caiifed 
an  oneafiiiefsi  and  a  looking  to  private  intereft,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  army,  gradually  prevailed  from 
that  time,  until  in  the  fall  of  1780  it  procured  a 
prernife  of  half-pay  to  officers  during  life.  Anti 
juft  before  the  news  of  peace  arrived,  this  felfifhnefs 
arofe  h)  high  in  the  officers,  as  to  appoint  a  public 
meeting  in  the  camp  at  Weft-Point  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  March,  1783  (without  leave  from  General 
V/afhington,  who  was  there)  to  confuk  about  either 

marching  ia  arms  to  Philadelphia;,  and  compelling 

the 
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the  Congrefs  to  grant  their  defircs,  or  elfe  drawing 
off  into  the  wildernefs,  and  leaving  the  country  de*^ 
fencelefs  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy.  And  thouoh, 
with  a  wife  and  mafterly  addrefs,  General  Walhin?- 
ton  prevented  their  taking  either  of  chafe  horrTd 
fteps,  yet  none  can  tell  how  much  influence  thefe 
contrivances  had,  to  produce  a  vote  in  Congrefs  for 
five  years  whole-pay,  in  lieu  of  the  half-pay  dur¬ 
ing  life.  And  though  the  war  was  levelled  againft 
hereditary  claims  of  power  over  others,  and  to  fc- 
cure  equity  among  all  the  inhabitiints,  and  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  union  and  confederation  between  thefe 
States  exprefly  forbid  their  granting  anv  titles  of 
nobility,  yet  in  May  following  thofe  officers  pre¬ 
fumed  to  incorporate  a.fociety  among  themfelves, 
to  have  an  hereditary  i'uceciuon,  and  each  a  sold- 
en  medal  and  bhic  ribbon,  with  a  large  fund  of 
money  at  commana,  and  power  to  ele6l  our  chief 
rulers  into  their  fociety.  This  difcoyered  their 
difpofitions,  whatever  alterations  may  have  been 
made  in  their  Ibciety  fincc. 

V,  The  above  proceedings  have  caufed  unfpeak- 
able  difficulties  through  thefe  States,  which  have 
been  loudly  complained  of  by  multitudes,  who  flill 
are  bewitched  with  the  opinion,  that  they  are  born 
in  a  like  covenant  as  the  feed  of  Abraham  were, 
which  gave  them  a  right  to  make  fervants  of  others 
who  were  not  in  that  covenant.  Yea,  and  alfo  with 
the  opinion  that  civil  Legiflatures  have  a  right  to 
empower  fome  men  to  covenant  for  others  with 
religious  teachers,  and  to  compel  them  to  fulfil  it. 
And  this  pradlice  (which  is  direftly  againft  the  law 
of  God  even  as  it  was  given  to  the  Jews)  was  at  the 
commencement  of  our  new  conftitution  called  god¬ 
liness,  in  capitals, 'while  honejiy  was  put  in  fmall 
letters.  Which  things  are  ngt  mentioned  becaufe 

■  •  I  think 
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I  think  myfeif  better  by  nature  than  others,  for  I 
know  the  contrary.  And  after  renewing  grace  was 
granted,  I  was  fuch  ,a  dull  fcholar  in  Chnft’s  Ichool, 
that  I  was  thirty-two  years  in  learning  a  leflbn  of 
only  fix  words/  viz.  one  Lord,  one  faith,  and  one 
haptijm.  It  took  ten  years  to  get  clear  of  the 
cuftom  of  putting  baptifm  before  faith,  and  near  five 
more  to  learn  not  to  contradift  the  lame  in  prac¬ 
tice  ;  after  which  above  feventeen  trying  years  roll¬ 
ed  over  us,  before  we  could  refrain  from  an  impli¬ 
cit  acknowledgment  of  more  than  one  Lord  in  re¬ 
ligious  affairs.  '  And  what  noife  has  been  made  in 
tiie  world  fince,  only  becaufe  we  will  not  give  up 
this  leffon,  and  obey  man  rather  than  God !  And 
the  chief  movers  therein,  undoubtedly,  are  men 
who  deny  his  right  to  impute  Adam’s  fin  to  them, 
or  to  damn  them  for  not  receiving  Chrift’s  imputed 
righteoufnefs  for  their  juftification.  Neither  can 
any  own  thefe  doftrines,  and  be  lelf-confittent,  in 
holding  that  natural  birth  or  human  doings  can 
bring  infants  into  the  covenant  of  grace.  If  it  be 
of  arace,  then  it  cannot  be  of  the  birth  or  works  of 
nature.  Lhat  which  is  born  of  the  flejh  is  fiefs,  lays 
our  blefled  Lord.  Circumcifion  was  a  type  ol  his 
death,  and  of  our  being  cut  off  froar  confidence  in 
the  ffelh,  and  ingrafted  into  him  by  regeneration. 
Before  his  perfonal  coming  this  fign  was,  !)y  drvinc 
inftitution,  put  t>pon  many  who  had  not  the  thing 
fignified  within  them ;  but  as  Abraham  liad  it,  it 
was  a  feal  to  him,  while  it  was  only  a  fign  or  type 
to  many  others,  Rom.  iv.  ii.  Col.  ii.  11,  12, 
By  the  covenant  with  Abraham,  none  were  to  be 
circumcifed  but  fuch  as  were  born  in  his  houfe,  or 
bought  with  his  money;  in  which  capacity  he  was 
an  eminent  type  of  Ghriff,  whole  church  is  conffi- 
tuted  of  perlbns  purchafed  with  his  blood,  and  re¬ 
generated 


generated  by  his  fpirit.  Aaron  was  alfo  a  noted 
type  of  him,  and  his  lawful  feed  a  type  of  regene¬ 
rate  fouls,  who  are  the  Jpiritual  houfe  is  built 

upon  the  foundation  that  is  dijallowed  of  men.  And 
in  vain  do  any  of  them  try  to  prove  the  covenant 
to  be  the  fame  now  that  it  v/as  with  Abraham,  un-^ 
til  they  can  prove  that  Chrift  is  hereafter  to  come, 
and  endure  another  crucifixion.  Myftery  Babylony 
which  means  the  mydery  of  confufion,  was  erefted 
by  confounding  type  and  anti-tpye,  church  andftate, 
together.  For  a  woman  after  marriage  to  refufc 
to  be  governed  by  her  hufl>and,  and  to  fay,  I  will 
go  after  my  lovers^  that  gave  me  my  bread  and  my  water ^ 
my  wool  and  my  flaXy  mine  oil  and  my  dr  inky  proves’her 
to  be  a  harlot.  And  by  this  praftice  the  church  ol 
Rome  became  the  mother  of  harlotSy  and  abomina¬ 
tion  of  the  earth.  Kings  have  committed  fornica¬ 
tion  with  her ;  and  by  her  Jorceries  were  all  nations 
deceived.  How  much  have  Proteftants  been  de¬ 
ceived  with  thefe  abominations !  To  fet  up  any 
mere  man  as  head  of  the  church,  is  an  imitation  of 
thofe  who  crucified  our  bieffed  Lord,  by  holding 
to  an  earthly  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah.  The  taking 
away  of  the  property  of  the  people  by  force y  for  the 
priefts  in  the  church  of  Ifrael,  brought  amazing 
vengeance  upon  thofe  who  gave  countenance  to 
that  pradlice  \  yet  the  like  iniquity  has  been  tena- 
cioully  held  faft,  by  men  who  call  themfelves  mini- 
ilers.  of  the  gofpel ;  and  forcing  away  the  property  of 
the  Baptift  fcrfuch,  has  been  done  in  various  parts 
of  this  country,  even  down  into  this  year  1784  ; 
and  much  clamour  is  made  againft  them,  only  for 
refuling  to  give  any  countenance  to  fuch  wicked- 
hefs.  But  the  call  from  heaven  to  all  the  faints  is, 
come  out  of  heVy  my  feoplcy  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of 
her  fmSy  and  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues  y  for  her 
’  ftns 
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Jm's  have  rehched  unto. heaven,  and  God  hath  rememhered 
her  iniquities y  Rev.  xvii.  5,  xviii.  3,  4,  5,  23.  , 

VI.  Late  reafonings  have  fet  the  creature  rtiart 
fo  high,  as  to  deny  that  a  calife  without  hira  can 
determine  his  choice ;  while  they  hold'that  God's 
choice  muft'be  de‘termincd'  by  what  he  fees  in  thd 
creature,  and  nbt'in  himfelf.  But' the  only  feed  that 
can  produce  the  new  birth  gives  fuch  a  turn  to  the 
mind,,  as  to  view'all  flefli  but  as  fading  grafs,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world  'but  as  grafshoppets  be¬ 
fore  God.  Yea,'  a$'  a  drop  6f  the  bucket,  and  fmall. 
duft  of  the  balance.  ‘  And  to  fet  the  contraft  in  its 

•  T  \  ,  *  * 

full  light,  it  is  declared  that  a//  nations  he/bre  him 
are  as  ncthingy '  and  they  are  [counted  to  him  lejs  than 
nothing  and  vanity,  ^^This  is  the  incorruptible feedy  of 
which  fouls  2Xt  bopi .dgqiny  Ifai.  xl.  6—17,  i  Pet«, 
1.  23,  24.  'In  our  natural  darknefs  we  imagine  that 
our  obligatioh  to  ferve  God  and  to  come  to  Chrift 
depends  upon  our  will  andpleauire  ;  and  that  when 
we  get  ready  to  fet  about  the  work  in  eafneft,  his 
goodnefs  aridmercy  will  neceffarily  bring  him  to  ap¬ 
pear  for  our  help,  and  to  pardon  and  fave  us.  Where¬ 
as  in  truth  it  is  as  much  impofiible  for  any  ratioii- 
al  perfon  ever  to  be  exfernpt,  for  one  moment,  from 
obligation^  to  love  God  with  all  his  powers,  and  to 
love  his  neighbours  as  himfelf,  as  it  is  for  him  to 
efcape  outbf  God's  prefence,  or  to  put  an  end  to  his 
own  exiftence.  When  Chrift  came  and  laid  down 
his  life  for  us,  he  gave  the  fulleft  demonftration  of 
the  truth  and  love  of  God  (as  it  was  previoufly  re¬ 
vealed  in  prediftions  and  figures)  and  greatly  en¬ 
hanced  our  obligation  to  love  and  obey  him ;  and 
alfo  clearly  opened  the  way  for  our  doing  it,  in  new- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter., 
The  oldnefs  of  the  letter  lays  every  fin  and  defc'ft 
as  a  in  the  way  of  approach  to  a  holy  God  5  but: 

C  c  c  the 
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the  ncwnefs -of  the  Xpirit,  while  it  cuts  us  off  from 
any  confidence  in  the  flefh,  makes  all  our  fins  and 
wants  powerful  arguments  for  our  daily  coming  to 
the  throne' of  grace  for  fupplies.  Though  Adam 
in  innocency  could  have  no  idea.  of. a  mediator,  or 
of  pardon  and  cleanfing  from  fin  ;  ' yet  his  obliga¬ 
tion  to  the  God  of  truth  madedt  hjs  indifpenfablc 
duty  to  believe'and  obey  him,  Tn 'all  his  revealed 
will,  and  highly  criminal  to  calf  the  fame  in  quef- 
tibn.  And  unbelief  ftill  remains  unlpeakably  cri¬ 
minal  in  his  poilerity ;  for  their  natural  powers  of 
thinking  and  choice  are  not  loft.  Therefore  the 
more  unable  we  are  to  love  God  with  all  our  pow¬ 
ers,  and  to.  believe  and  obey  His  revealed  will,  the 
more  guilty  arid  inexcufable ;  .becaufe  we  love  the 
^creature  inftead.of  the  Creator,  and  regard  lying 
■C^anities'in  oppofition  to  eternal  truth,  which  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  every  event  that  ever  happened.  Good 
men  and  bad,  angels  and  devils,  all  a6t  according 
to  the  chafafters  given  of  them  in  the  holy  ferip- 
tures.  No  foil  can  bear  good  wheat  until  the  roots 
naturally  in  it  are  broken  up,  and  the  wheat  fown 
therein ;  fo  the  new  birth  cannot  be  wrought  in  any 
but  by  divine  revelation.  It  is  not  a  creation  of 
new  faculties,  but  the  giving  new  ideas  and  difpo- 
jfitions,  which  were  our  indifpenfable  duty  before, 
but  our  evil  hearts  were  contrary  thereto.  Break¬ 
ing  up  of  the  thorns  and  briers  in  a  field,  is  remov¬ 
ing  things  which  ought  not  to  be  there ;  and  the 
good  feed  being  fown,  and  an  union  formed  between 
the  feed  and  the  foil,  the  birth,  the  growth  is  pro¬ 
duced.  By  fuch  means  as  thefe  great  relief  v/as 
granted  to  our  country,  when  its  ruin  feemed  inevi¬ 
table.  For  at  the  clofe  of  1779  public  credit  was 
funk  fo  low,  that  forty  paper  dollars  would  not  buy 
more  of  (he  produce  pf  our  own  country,  than  one 

would 
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would  In  1775  ;  and  from  thence  to  the  end  oT  the; 
war  very  few  fdldiers  were  railed  in  New-England, 
but  upon*private  perfonal  fecurities  ;  and  large 
quantities  both  of  cloathing  and  provifions,  that 
were  raifed  for  them,  never  reached  to  their  camps, 
by  reafon  of  the  unfaithfulncfs  and  treachery  in  thofe 
who  fhould  have  conveyed  the  fame  to  them.  But 
in  the  year  1 77  9  a  frelh  revival  of  religion  was  grant¬ 
ed,  which  increafed  in  the  year  1780,  and  fpread  the 
moft  extenfively  and  powerfully  through  New-Eng- 
land,  that  any  revival  had  done  for  near  forty  years. 
Befides  confiderable  additions  that  were  made  to 
fome  of  the  Congregational  churches,  it  greatly  in¬ 
creafed  the  Eaptift  churches  that  were  formed  be¬ 
fore,  and  raifed  about  twenty  new  ones.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  beft  accounts  yet  obtained,  there  were 
not  lefs  than  two  thoufand  perfons  baptized  upon  a 
profcflion  of  faving  faith  in  New-Ehgland,  only  in 
the  year  1780;  and  chiefly  in  the  States  of  New- 
Hampfliire  and  the  Maffachufetts.  And  though 
true  religion  is  direftly  oppofite  to  wars  and  fight¬ 
ings  among  men,  yet  it  teacheth  an  inviolable  re¬ 
gard  to  truth  and  equity ;  and  no  fmall  part  of  the 
duty  of  love  is  a  defence  of  the  innocent,  when  their 
rights  are  invaded,  and  their  lives  are  in  danger. 
The  gofpel  fhews  that  the  only  lawful  ufe  of  the 
fword,  is  to  punifh  fuch  as  work  ill  to  their  neighbour  ; 
and  fubjeftion  to  the  powers  that  do  it  is  a  matter 
of  conj^cience  believers,  Rom.  xiii.  i — 10.  And 
this  revival  of  religion  was  undoubtedly  a  great 
means  of  faving  this  land  from  foreign  invafion,  and 
from  ruin  by  internal  corruption ;  though  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  ftill  fo  great,  that  there  has  been  but  little  re¬ 
joicing,  and  lefs  thankfulnefs,  for  the  deliverance 
and  peace  which  are  wonderfully  granted  to  us.  The 
Warren  Affociation,  at  their  meeting,  September  9, 

1783: 
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17 33^  g^ve  their  views  of  thefe  times  in  the  fol 
Ipwing  addrefs  to  their  countrymen,  viz. 
rll.  Dearly  Beloved^ 

^  «  After  a  longhand  very  diftrefllng  war,  we  rev 
joice  at  this  opportunity  of  eqngratulacing  you,  up-, 
on  the  return  of  peace  to  fthe  nations,  and  to  our 
land  in  particular,  with  a  profpea  of  unfpeakabk 
advantages  to  the  prefent  and  future  gener;?.tioriS, 
Indeed  we  are  not  infenlihle  that  many  are  forrow- 
-ful  and  complaining,  inftead  of  rejoicing  at  thefe 
times;  feyeral  caiifes  whereof  are  obvious:  ¥or 
ever  fince  our  firft  parents  revolted  from  heaven, 
in  order  to  pleafe  their  eyes  and  their  tafte,  their 
children  have  been  -chiefly  influenced  by  carnal 
fenfe,  inflead  of  reafon  and  truth.  And  the  bur¬ 
then  of  taxes,  the  great  fcarcity  of  cafli,  with  the 
prefling  calls  for  money  fronri  every  quarter,  have 
drawn  a  terrible  glppfm  over  many  minds ;  which 
is  greatly  increafed  by  a  view  .of  the  untried  feene 
pf  political  exiflence  into  which  we  have  entered/ 
where  none  can  tell  what  is  before  us;  and  we  have 
no  njeh  arai  of  flefti;  to  truft  to  as  foi  meriy.  Ad¬ 
ded  to  which  are  a  great  variety  of  difappointmenrs 
and  Ioffes,  with  the  ufe  of  corrupt  fchemes  to  re¬ 
pair  them,  and  to  get  more  power  and  gain,  among 
all  orders  of  men  in  the  land,  which  make  a  num¬ 
ber  think  our  cafe  almoft  defperate.  But  the, 
gofpel  gives  light,  and  opens  the  nrioft  glorious  ptvof- 
pefts,  where  ,  nature  can  fee  nothing  butdarknefs. 
It  affures  us  that  fufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof,  and  forbids  anxiety  about  to-morrow,  be- 
caufe  a  fparrow  cannot  fall  to  the  ground,  nor  an 
hair  from  your  heads,  without  the  providence  of  our 
heavenly  Father.  And  what  confirmations  of  this, 
Itruth  have  we  had?-  Yea,  and  which  now  filrround 
us  ?  iV  main  hope  of  our  enemies  was  built  upon  the 
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proiped  of  ftarving  us  into  fubmiflion  ;  b.ut  behold ! 
■he  thowers'  and  ihines  of  hea-^en  were  not  at  their 
command  ;  no,  nor  the  hearts  of  the  people  neither. 
The  events  of  this  war  are  unparalleled.— Deoeitful 
reafonings  from  the  po.wer  given  ,to  the  members 
and  rulers  of  the  Jewilh.  church,  have  perfuaded 
people  for  many  ages,  that  foremen  are  born  with 
a  right  to  govern, otliers,.  and  that  they  are  not  .ac¬ 
countable  to  the  people  for  what  they  receive  and 
do ;  which  has  been  the  grand  fource  of  oppreffion 
and  tyranny  throughdhe  world- :  But  how  has, God 
rent  away  this  veil  of  darknefsd  1  he  American  re¬ 
volution  is  wholly  built  upon  the  dodrine,  that  all 
men  are  born  «ith  an  equal  right  to  whatproviT 
dence  give's  them,  and.. that  ^all  righteous  go'yern- 
ment  is  founded  in  cotnpaft  or  covenant,  which  is^ 
equally  binding  upon  the  ofheers  and  members  .of 
each  community. — ;And  as  fu rely  as  Chriftianityjs 
true,  Chrift  is  the  only  lawgiver  and  head  of  his 
church  5  whom  he,  will  fave.from  the  .power;  Both 
of  gallies  and  gallant,  Jhips-,  thofe  modern  enginesmf 
tyranny,  Ifai.xxxiii.  i'6 — •24,'  And  his  laws  dteer*’ 
mine  that  his  minifters  lhall  neither  be  tyrants. nob 
flaves  :  Shall  neither  be  fupported  by  forcing  away 
any  man’s  property  without  his  perfonal  confent, 
nor  go  a  warfare  of  their  own  charges.  Mat.  x.  7 — 10, 
Luke  X.  3 — 12,  I  Cor.  ix.  7 — 14.  Oppof.tc  ex¬ 
tremes  about  thefe  matters  have  long  ferved  to  up¬ 
hold  each  other.  The  terms  hire  and  reward,  on 
one  hand,  have  been  taken  to  drag  this  affair  into 
fccular  courts ;  and  the  word  freely,  on  the  other, 
to  excufe  people  from  doing  any  thing  to  fupport 
their  minifters  5  as  if  f',  eedom  belonged  only  to  mi- 
niflers,  while  the  people  were  flaves  to  their  luffs. 
Whereas  it  is  as  clear  as  the  day-light,  that  the  ob¬ 
ligations  between  pallors  and  people  are  mutual  j 

and 
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their  union  ^nd  welfhre  ^rcstly  depend  up¬ 
on  a  free  and  faithful  difeharge  thereof,  out  of  fu- 
prenne  love  to  God  j  viewing  themfelves  to  be  but 
Rewards  of  all  their  gifts  and  treafures,  who  muft 
foon  give  account  unto  him  of  their  ftewardlhip : 
Yea,  and  that  he  only  can  give  them  fuccels  or  en¬ 
joyment  in  any  undertaking  whatever.  Thefe  laws 
naturally  tend  to  keep  his  flock  from  being  devour¬ 
ed  by  fuch  as  feed  themfelves  and  not  the  flock,  as 
well  as  to  exclude  all  members  therefrom  who  re- 
fufe  to  be  governed  by  him  j  and  likewife  to  guard 
againft  all  finful  divifions.' '  Corrupt  men  will  not 
h'ave  fuch  advantage  as  they  formerly  had,  to  de¬ 
ceive  the  Ample  with  artful  addrefles  to  their  paf- 
fions,  either  about  the  licentioufnefs  or  tyranny  of 
others.  The  cry  of  perfecution  will  be  flopped, 
while  thofe  who  love  the  truth  will  endeavour  to 
unite  with  focieties  who  walk  mofl  clearly  therein, 
and  be  in  carnefl  to  fill  their  places  with  duty  and 
u&fulnefs  i  knowing  that  mutual  efteem  and  con¬ 
fidence  are  mofl  furely  promoted  thereby,  without 
which  focieties  are  unhappy,  if  not  broken  and 
diflblved.” 
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I .  The  Rife  of  a  Church  on  Martha’s 
Vineyard.  2.  The  State  of  the 
Baptifts  in  the  County  of  Barnfta- 
ble.  '  3.  Alfo  in  the  County  of 
Plymouth.  4.  Of  a  Riot  at  Hing- 
ham.  5.  Of  the  Baptifts  in  Briftol 
County.  6.  Likewife  in  Suffolk,’ 
Efiex  and  Middlefex.  '‘j'.  IhThe 
Counties  of  Worcefter  and  Hamp- 
ftiire.  8.  Of  a  Revival  of  Religion- 
to  the  Weftward.  9.  Alfo.  to  the 
Northward.  10.  And  on  our;  eaft^-* 
ern  Shores. 


I. 


T,H  E  next  -thine 
.diftinft  though 


revival  of  religion,  and  of  the  ftate  of  the  Bap- 
tift  churches.  And  we  may  begin  with  the  affairs 
of  Martha's  Vineyard,  an  ifland  about  twenty  miles 
long,  and  ten  broad,  whereon  are  the  towns  pf 
Edgarton,  Tilbury,  and  Chilmark.  They  are  a 
county  by  themfelves,  for  holding  of  Inferior 
Courts,  from  whence  they  may  appeal  to  Superior 
Courts  in  other  counties.  From  Falmouth,  in 
Barnftable  county,  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
of  Holmes's  Hole,  on  faid  ifland,  is  nine  miles ; 
which  harbour  is  much  frequented  by  thofe  who' 
fail  upon  thefe  coafts,  and  piloting  of  velfels  round 
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Cape- Cod  and  elfewhereds  no  fmall  part  of  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  its  inhabitants.  The  line  betwixt  Edsar- 
ton  and  Tilbury  comes  down  upon  theJiead  .ofTaid 
harbour,  lb  that  the  inhabitants  rounddt  are  upon 
the  Corners  of,  two  towns,  leven  or  eight  miles  from 
the  meeting-houfes  in  either  of  thefTi;  iWJtich  I  am 
told  fome  of  their  children'  of*  fifteen  or  fixteen 
yeirs  old  never  faw.  For  the  loil  is  generally  thin 
and  barren,  fo  that  but  very  few  hoffes  can  be  kept 
^'^ye,  and  the  men  are  much  employed  on  the  fea, 
ip  getting  fuftenance  put  of  it ;  '  Yet  they' have 
been  all  taxed  to  a  woclhip  that  they  or  their  fami¬ 
lies  could  but  rarely, attend;!  and  from  which  they 
feerned  to  get  no  gbocf;  fo  that  at  length  very  few 
of 'them  went  to  any  public  wonifip  at  all.  •  It  is 
faid,  however,  thati  but  few  intensperate  perfons 
were  found  among  them.  The  war -added  greatly 

y  as  o\ir 'State  could  not  protect 
ttem>  and  they  lay  at  the '.mercy  of  our'enemies ; 
who  came  there  with  a  powerful  force  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  1778,  and  took  from  the  ifiand  all  their 
arms  and  ammunition,  befides  three  hundred  head 
6f  “qattle  and  a  thoufand“fheep,  and  mod  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  land  near  faid .  harbour.  .  Dark  indeed 


did  their  calc  appear,;  and  on  December  26  was 
fuch  a'^cold  fnow-ftorm  as  caXifed  the  death  of 
feventeen  rnen  in  a  privateer  floop  at  the  eaft  end  of 
the' ifiand,  and  feventy-five' more  in  a  brig  near 
Plymouth.  Yet  th  is  terrible  ftorm  drove  into  a 
creek,  at  the  head  of  Holmes’s  Hole,  fuch  a  vail 
quantity  of  bafs  as  fupplied  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole  ifland  with"as7  many  of  them  as  they  were 
pleafed  to  take,'  and'more'di'an  they  could  make 
uQ^  of.  And  nbt  long  after  a  Brl'tifh  vefTel  was  caft 

he.  ifiand,  which  gave 
of  rice.  And  g*'eater 

favours 


av/ay  upon  the  welt  part  or  t 
me  ifipabitants  a  good  fupply 
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favours  of  another  kind  were  before  them.  By  afflic¬ 
tive  providences,  and  private  means  of  grace,  four 
perfons  near  Holmes’s  Hole  were  awakened  to  afenfe 
of  their  fin  and  danger,  .and  in  the  fpring  of  1780 
they  experienced  a  happy  deliverance  of  foul.  And 
no  fooner  was  light  granted  to  them  than  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  hold  the  fame  forth  to  others,  which 
brought  them  to  fet  up  religious  meetings,  and  a 
number  were  hopefully  converted  by  thefe  means. 
And  about  the  laft  of  June  they  fent  for  Elder  Lewis, 
of  Freetown,  who  went  over  in  July,  and  preached 
and  baptized  a  number  of  them.  He  did  the  like 
again  in  Auguft  and  Odober,  as  Elder  Hunt  alfo 
did  in  November ;  and,  by  particular  requeft,  I  met 
them  there  in  December,  when  a  careful  enquiry 
was  made  into  their  fentiments  and  views,  and  the 
order  of  the  gofpel,  with  the  folemn  nature  of  the 
Chriftian  profeffion,  was  publicly  laid  open  and  in¬ 
culcated.  After  which,  on  December  2 1,-"  1780, 
we  faw  fifty  perfons  folemnly  fign  covenant  together, 
to  whom  fix  more  were  added  on  the  24th,  and  all 
then  fweetly  communed  together  at  the  Lord’s  table. 
The  high  Iheriff  of  the  county  was  a  leading  mem- 
bei  of  this  church,  which  contained  fome  perlons  of 
every  rank  among  them.  The  hulband'of  one  of 
them  was  born  among  the  Portuguefe,  and  was  now 
newly  returned  from  a  dilireffing  captivity  in  Eng¬ 
land.  By  feeing  and  hearing  of  thefe  wonders  of 
divine  grace,  his  vows  in  trouble  were  brought  with 
authority  upon  his  mind ;  and  though  the  tempter 
fet  in  violently  with  his  fuggeftions,  t’lat  there  was 
no  mercy  for  him,  and  that  he  had  better  go  and 
drown  himfelf,  in  the  evening  after  this  communion, 

1  *  i_  n  grace  prevented  it,  and  fet  his  foul 
at  liberty,  fo  that  he  was  foon  after  baptized  and 
joined  to  that  church,  as  a  confiderable  nlirriber 

D  d  d  more 
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more  allb  did.  I  have  received  no  late  accounts- 
of  the  Indian  Baptill  church  on  that  ifland.  (Vol. 

P-  439-) 

II..  Our.  next  view  is  of  the  county  of  Bam-^ 
liable.  The  Separate  minifter  at  Harwich,  named* 
in  p.  17  has  removed  to  Tam  worthy  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  and  the  other  of  Barnftable  is  ,  now 
a  paftor  of  a  Congregational  church  at  Newmarket, 
in  that  State;  -  and  Baptift  churches  are  railed  out 
of  each  of  thofe  Separate  focieties.  A  Baptift 
church  was  formed  and  organized  at  Harwich  in 
^757  5  but  by  advice. of  a  Council,  their  minifter 
was  depofed'  from  his  office  in  1777^  for  immoral 
Gonduft,  and  they  are  now  deftitute  of  a  paftor, 
though  they  have  an  agreeable  teacher  with  them » 
They  have  fome  members  from  Wellfleet,  where 
our  minifters  have  frequently  preached  to  attentive 
audiences.  A  fmaE  pariffi  in  the  fouth  part  of 
Harwich  got  a  Baptift  nainifter,  from  the  weft  part 
of  our  country,,  to  preach  in  their  pariffi  meeting- 
houfe  ;  and  in  1781  they  formed  a  Baptift  church 
there,  and  he  was  ordained  their  minifter;  but  he 
is  upon  the  Arminian  plan,  and  not  in  fellowfliip* 
with  our  churches.  The  Baptiil  church  in  Barn- 
(table  was  conftitiited  June  20,  1771;  but  they 
were  very  fmall  for  feven  years,  and  then  a  revival 
was  granted^  and  another  in  1781  ;  and  things  at 
prefent  appear  encouraging  among  theni,.  though 
they  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  get  a  iettlcd  pal¬ 
ter.  There  is  the  beginning  of  a  Baptift  fociety 
in  Sandwich,  in  that  county  ;  but  we  may  truly 
fay  of  our  times,  the  harveft  is  great,  and  the  la¬ 
bourers  are  few.  • 

III.  The  rife  of  the  firft  Baptift  church  in  Mid- 

dleboroygh  has  been  defcribed  (p.  215);  but 

coianefs  and  ftupidity  had  greatly  prevailed  there¬ 
in 
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ill  for  five  years  before  the  late  revival  of  religion^ 
which  began  in  the  latter  part  of  1778^  and  was 
at  its  height  in  Jnly,  1780.  The  firft  peiibn  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  church  in  this  revival  was  on  Febru- 
^ary  28,  1779,  and  eighty-five  have  been  receiv¬ 
ed  fince,  above  two- thirds  of  whom  belong  to 
'Bridgwater,  in  the  weft  part  of  wlftch  town  a^arge 
Baptjft  meeting-ftoufe  was  built  laft  year,  eight 
miles  from  ours,  and  they  have  now  got  a  mmi- 
ft©r  to  preach  to  them,  though  as  yet  they  remain 
a  branch  of  our  church.  The  rife  ^of  the  fecond 
Baptift  church  in  Middkborough  was  as  Follows : 
Mr.  Thomas  Nelfen,  who  was  born  in  the  town 
June  6,  1676,  juft  before  Philip’s  war  broke  outj 
removed  into  that  part  of  it  /sailed  Afawamfet,  in 
1717  ;  about  which  ti  me ‘he  joined  to  the  firft  Bap¬ 
tift  church  in  Swanzey,  as^his  wife  alfo  did  Auguft 
5,  1723.  In  1753  he  and  his  lb  ns,  with  a  few 
\iiore,  fet  up  a  meeting  at  his  houfe,  and  obtained 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Hinds  to  preach  to  them.  Four 
miles  fouthw*eftward  from  thence  Mr.  James  Mead 
was  ordained  paftor  of  a  Separate  church  in  •1751 
but  he  died  in  1756,  after  which  the  body  ^of  fti-s 
church  became  Baptifts,  and  Mr.  Hinds’s  hearers 
joined  with  them,  and  ordained  him  their  paftor; 
January  26,  1756,  in  which  office  he  ftil!  continues; 
Mr.  Nelfon  died  before  this  churehw^as  formed,  in 
his  eightieth  year  ;  but  bis  wife,  Mrs.  Hope  Nelfon, 
lived  to  be  a  member  of  it,  and  communed  with 
them  at  the  Lord’s  table  after  fhe  was  an  hundred 
years  old.  She  died  December  7,  •1782,  aged  an 
hundred  and  five  years  and  feven  months.  Her 
living  pofterity,  befides  all  that  had  deceafed,  were 
two  hundred  and  fifty-feven  in  the  year  1774.  But 
as  fome  of  them  are  removed  to  Nova-Scotia,  and 
to  other-diftant  places,  number  when  fhe  died 
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has  not  fince  been  obtained.  Many  of  them  arc 
members  of  Baptift  churches,  and  three  of  them  are 
public  teachers  therein.  Mr.  Ebene2er  Jones  was 
ordained  the  paftor  of  the  third  Baptift  church  in 
Middleborough  Oftober  28,  1761 ;  but  whifperers, 
who  feparate  very  friends,  caufed  fuch  a  divifion 
there  two  years  after,  as  not  only  removed  him 
from  being  their  paftor,  but  aifo  broke  up  their 
meeting  for  a  time.  He  has  been  preaching  for 
fome  years  paft  at  Steventown,  in  the  county  of  Al¬ 
bany.  Mr.  Hunt  was  ordained  the  paftor  of  faid 
church  Oftober  30,  1771  ;  in  which  year  they  had 
a  confiderable  revival,  and  another  much  greater 
in  1780.  Their  letter  to  the  Warren  Aflbciation, 
in  September  that  year,  gives  the  following  account 
of  it.  Say  they,  In  our  letters  for  federal  years 
paft,  we  had  to  lament  the  fad  decay  of  religion 
among  us,  and  the  abounding  of  iniquity,  v/hich  in 
the  laft  year  increafed  to  the  greateft  degree  ever 
known  in  this  place.  Men  v/ere  bdld  in  wicked 
ways,  and  all  the  endeavours  of  a  few  faithful  ones 
among  us  could  not  prevent  it.  But  blefled  be 
God,  things  have  taken  another  turn  this  year  5  for 
when  ftn,  the  great  enemy  of  mankind,  was  coming 
in  like  a  floods  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  has  lifted  up  a 
ftandard  againfi  him.  About  the  middle  ot  March, 
on  a  Lord's  day  in  the  afternoon,  there  appeared  a 
verf  vifible  alteration  in  the  face  of  the  w^hole  affem- 
bly  j  they  were  all  attention  to  the  word,  and  con¬ 
cern  was  difcovered  in  their  countenances,  which  in¬ 
creafed  fo  that  by  the  beginningofApril  feveral  fcores 
of  perfons  appeared  under  deep  concern  about  their 
fouls  and  eternal  falvation.  'And  fince  the  work 
began  we  have  reafon  to  hope  that  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  fouls  have  been  turned  from  darknefs  to  light, 
and  eighty-three  have  been  baptized.— —It  is  very 

remarkable 
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remarkable  in  our  view,  to  fee  fo  m^ny  fuddenly 
turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  have  fuch  a 
clear  underftanding  of  the  nature  of  religion,  and 

fo  ready  to  praftife  what  they  know. - We  have 

been  remarkably  free  from  diforders,  by  means  of 
which  thofe  who  appeared  to  oppofe  this  work 
(who  are  chiefly  of  another  denomination)  and  were 
waiting  to  fee  how  things  turned  out,  have  leen 
fuch  things  as  have  greatly  ftilled  and  convinced 
them.  Thus  has  it  pleafed  our  gracious  God  to 
vifit  a  mofl:  unworthy  people,  and,  after  a  dark  night 
of  forrow  and  mourning,  to  make  us  glad  with  his 
falvation/’  From  the  iDCglnning  of  the  revival  to 
September,  1781,  more  than  an  hundred  perfons 
were  added  to  that  church,  above  half  of  whom 
were  males. 

IV.  A  BRANCH  of  this  church  is  at  Marflifieid, 
where  a  fteady  fociety  for  worlhip  has  been  kept 
up  for  fome  years;  and  in  the  late  revival  a  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  were  hopefully  converted  in  Scitu- 
ate,  on  the  north  borders  of  our  county  ;  and  fre¬ 
quent  religious  meetings  were  held  there.  This 
caufed  a  great  uneafmefs  in  the  adjacent  town  of 
Hingham,  where  their  minifters  had  long  taught 
the  world  to  tyrannize  over  the  church  (p.  159).' 
And  as  an  exhorter  from  Rhode-Ifland  govern¬ 
ment  had  attended  feveral  meetings  in  Scituate, 
the  people  of  Hingham  could  not  be  conteiy:  with¬ 
out  jfhewing  their  particular  refentment  againft 
him.  Therefore  one  of  them  followed  faid  exhort¬ 
er  into  Abington,  as  he  was  upon  his  return  home, 
and  importuned  him  to  go  and  hold  a  meeting  at 
his  houfe.  This  he  at  laft  confented  to ;  and  a 
mumber  of  people  met  there  for  religious  worfliip 
in  the  evening  of  May  28,  178a.  But  juft  as  they 
were  going  to  begin  their,  exercife,  a  large,  mob 
,  came 
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came  up,  whole  leader  was  a  communicant  in  one 
of  the  churches  in  Hingham,  and,  by  leave  of  the 
man  who  had  invited  laid  exhorter  to  his  houfe, 
they  v/ent  in  and  feized  him,  and  carried  him  away 
with  the  bible  in  his  hand;  but  upon  his  tellinf^ 
them  that  it  was  the  beft  law  he  ever  heard  of,  they 
knocked  it  out  of  his  hand,  and  ftamped  it  undei 
ioot,  with  oaths  and  execrations  too  hoirid  to  be 
repeated !  And  they  bruifed  and  injured  his  b5dy, 
as  well  as  tore  his  cloaths;  and  forcibly  carried 
him  and  two  other  baptized  bfethren  out  of  Hing¬ 
ham  ;  and  afterwards  threatened  the  life  of  faid  ex- 
horter,  if  he  ever  came  there  again.  By  good  ad¬ 
vice,  a  complaint  was  exhibited  to  the  Grand  Ju¬ 
ry  of  that  county  againll  the  chief  of  thofe  rioters, 
and  a  bill  was  found  againft  five  of  them,  fup- 
ported  by  eight  witneffes"";  and  four  of  the  rioters 
tvei*e  arraigned  before  the  Court  at  Boflon,  Ofto- 
ber  lo,  and  pleaded  not  guilty ;  upon  which  their 
trial  v/as  appoint(?d  to  be  on  January  14,  1783] 
and  they  were  laid  under  bonds  then  to  appear  ; 
and  the  Court  bound  the  w’itneffes  alfo  to  appear 
at  that  time,  four  of  whom  were  men,  and  the  others 
women.  "I  he  feafon  proverd  to  be  exceeding  dif¬ 
ficult,  -by  reafon  of  fnow,  ice  and  a  levere  air,  yet 
the  four  male  witnelles  appeared  at  the  time  ap¬ 
pointed,  but  none  of  the  rioters,  neither  was  any 
forfeiture  of  their  bonds  exacted  ;  but  their  trial 
was  put  off  for  two  days,  and  all  the  witneiTcs  were 
required  then  to  appear.  A  Heigh  was  therefore 
procured  to  carry  two  of  the  female  witneflTes ;  but 
as  they  called  at  a  friend’s  houfe  in  Hingham  in 
the  evening,  to  refrelh  themfelv^s,  it  was  conveyed 
away^  and  cut  to  pieces,  and  they  could  not  find 
their  horfe  till  next  day.  Yet  all  the  eight  witnefle^ 
;Sppeared  in  Bgfton  at  the  time  laft  appointed ;  but 

then 
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then  the  lawyers  prevailed  to  have  the  trial  pot 
off  until  April;  one  of  whom  was  the  man  that 
pleaded  confciencc  For  fuppornn^  worlhip  by  tax, 
in  our  conference  at  Philadelphia,  mentionec  p> 

'70  7.  But  the  worhX  may  now  Tee  what*  con- 
Lienees  fuch  men  have.  ,  In  the  fpring  thofe  noten. 
found  that  they  could  no  longer  put  the  cafe  oh, 
and  then  they  were  in  earneft  to  fettle  it  witr^ur. 
a  public  hearing,  which  was  finally  done,  by  their 
engao-ino*  to  pay  all  cofts.  But  let  the  politmians 
of  Bdfion  remember,  that  if  is  but  a  few  years  fince 
they  declared  to  the  world,  that  a  delay  of  juitice 
is  a  denial  of  juHic.e  ;  .apd  therefore  that 
they  judged  others  they  ar^  fti^f- condemned,  n 
they  appear  more  openly  fo  fmni  the  following 

inftance.  The  burtherivOf  civil  taxes bLuyg  cxt:eed-* 

ing  heavy,  and  a  pair  of  oxen  being  expofed  to 
fale  therefor  in  Taunton,  oppofition  was  made 
againftthe  lale;  until  a  gentleman  offered  a  ge¬ 
nerous  price  for  them,  and'  then  the  matter  was 
fettled.  Yet  to  deter  perfons  from  any  fuch  thing, 
fof  the  future,  two  men  of  Taunton  were  feized 
in  the  night,  and  parried  off  to  Bofton  by  armed 
men,  the  Auguft  after  faid  riot  at  Hingham. 
What  right  they  had  thus  to  bring  men  out  of 
another  county,  belongs  not  to  me  to  determine ; 
but  if  an  impartial  regard  to  the  public  peace,  as 
well  as  to  the  rights  of  Chriftianity,  had  prevailed  in 
the  breafts  of  fome  men  in  Bofton,  could  thofe 
rioters  in  their  own  county  have  pofiibly  been  in¬ 
dulged  as  they  were,  and  thofe  fufferers  have  been 
fo  cruelly  treated  ! 

V.  Officers  in  the  church  as  well  as  ftate  often 
do  much  mifehief  if  unfaithful,  and  much  good  if 
faithful  in  their  feveral  ftations.  Our  churches  In 
Swanzey  and  Rehoboth  have  had  large  experience  of 

this. 
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tlils.  The  bleffings  which  the  firft  church  of  Swan* 
zey  enjoyed  under  the  fucceffive  minlftrations  of 
their  elders,  Miles,  Luther  and  Wheaton,  are  touch  - 
ed  upon  (vol.  r,  p.  306,  vol.  2,  p.  68,  lai. 
124}.  Mr.  Samuel  Maxwell  was  ordained  a  rol 
league  with  the  laft  of  them  the  year  before  iii.s 
/  death.  Mr.  Maxwell  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  wa<^ 
eiteemed  a  pious  man;  but  he  was  fo  unfteadv  ir 
his  principles  and  condudl,  as  to  Ciaufe  much  uii 
happinefs  in  the  churches.  On  this  accoupf  he 
was,  by  his  own  requeff,  difmilTea  from  Swahzev 
in  17395  though  he  took  the  charge  of  the  Bap- 
tift  church  in  Rehoboth  fix  years  after,  yet  he  dig 
not  continue  four  years  with  them.  In  1742  faid 
church  in  Swan  zey  fettled  a  gifted  minifter  from 
Narraganfet,  who  had  a  thronged  audience  for  a 
few  yekr^,  yet_then  he  was  accufed  of  the  fin  of  un- 
cleannefs,  which  charge  he  never  cleared  up,  but 
vrent  off  and  left  the  church.  Their  next  minifter 
was  accufed  of  taking  unjuft  methods  to  get  into 
that  place;  and  he  was  much  influenced  by  a  fe\v 
men  in  the  church  who  were  attached  to  Arminiati- 
ifm ;  and  by  thefe  means,  the  chutch  that  had  two 
hundred  members  in  pious  Elder  Wheaton’s  days, 
was  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number,  and  the  con¬ 
gregation  aifo,  After  about  thirty  years  he  was  dif- 
miffed  at  his  own  requeft,  and  removed  away.  And  as 
the  meeting-houfe  and  minifter’s  houfe  in  Warren 
were  burnt  by  the  enemy,  and  the  place  was  ftill  ex- 
pofed  to  their  rage,  they  agreed  ac  prefent  to  unite 
^w  th  Swanzey  church,  t>ree  miles  off ;  and  their  paf- 
'  tor  was  called  and  fettled  there.  And  fuch  a  divine 
bleffing  was  granted,  that  when  I  was  there  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1781,  I  was  informed  that  within  two  years 
about  two  hundred  perfons  had  been  added  to  the 
two  churches  in  Swanzey.  The  former  elders  of 

the 
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the  fecond  church  in  Swanzey  are  before  mention’i^ 
td  (p.  I  I,  13, -43-)  Their  next  elder,  Job  Mafon^ 
was  ordained  May  22,  173^?  was^  w^ll  efteem- 
ed  in  Kis  office  until  his  deceafe;  in  Auguft,  1775^; 
a^t.  80.  His  brother  Ruffel  Mafon,  their  pre-< 
fent  pallor,  V/as  ordained  November  2,  1752.  Ge¬ 
neral  redemption  haid  been  fo  much  held  thOrej  as. 
to  admit  members  upon  a!  general  declaration  of 
their  taith,  until  a  powerful  work  aitiohg  them,  in 
the  beginning  of  1772,'  intrddbced  particular  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  work  of  divine  grace  upon  their  fouls  ; 
and  light  has  greatly  increafed  among  thtiiijince^ 
And  in  this  iate  revival  it  has  introduced  iu 

their  public  worfhip.  The  town  of  Reh^b^th  calls 
for  our  next  attention.  The  Baptift  churtrh  form¬ 
ed  there  under  Mr,  Comer’s  mlniftfy  (p.  121)  in¬ 
creafed  to  ninety-five  members  in  lefs  than.,  two 
years.  But  in  1736  a  minifter  Was  ordained  in  his 
ftead,  whofe  principles  were  urifound and  fix  years 
after  he  took  a  whore  inltead  of  his  wife,  and  went 
off  with  her.  Since  which  d'iverfity  of  fentiments 
about  doctrines,  terms  of  communion,  &c.  have 
produced  many  fmall  focieties  in  that  town,  which 
I  ihall  not  attempt  particularly  to*  deferibe  here,  as’ 
a  lift  of  them  may  hereafter  be  given.  The  two. 
Baptift  churches  in  Attleborough  were  formed  out  of 
Separate  churches  there.  The  paftor  of  the  church! 
in  Norton  (mentioned  p.  232)  after  a  pious  and 
ufeful  life,  fell  afleep  on  Auguft  23,  1768.  After 
v/hich  the  church  united  with  a  fmall  fociety  in  the 
north  borders  of  Taunton,  where  they  are  become 
a  large  fociety  ;  and  their  prefent  pallor  was  ordain¬ 
ed  November  12,  1772.  In  the  year  1780  there 
was  a  moll  precious  harveft:  of  fouls  among  theme. 
No  other  Baptift  churches  in  that  county  have  had 

E  e  e  more 
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more  than  one  pailor ;  and  their  names  may  here¬ 
after  be  given,  . 

VI.-  The  three  counties  laft  mentioned  contain 
the  whole  of  the  ancient  Colony  of  Plymouth  (the 
firll  in  New-England)  excepting  the  fe\v  towns  fince 
fetoffto  Rhode-IOand.  The  Colony  of  Maflachu- 
fetts  is  the  next  before  us,  the  head  county  whereof 
is  Suffolk.  The  affairs  of  the  two  Baptitt  churches 
in  Bofloh,  their  capital,  have  been  defcribed  (vol. 
C  P-  353.  &c.  vol.  2,  p.  33,  50,  125,  149,  269, 
'iy6.y  To  which  I  lliall  add,  that  Mr.  Condy  was 
a  gendeman  of  fuperior  powers  and  learning,  arid 
of  a;,^ry  refpeCtable  charader  among,  mankind  ; 
but  tl^/entiments  he  had  imbibed  about  the  doc¬ 
trines  OT'fbvereign  grace,  impeded  his  public  ufc- 
fulnefs  ln  the  miniftry;  and  upon  the  inftalment  of 
their  prefent  paftor,  January  9,  1765,  he  freely  re- 
figned  his  office  in  that  church.  The  prefent  paf¬ 
tor  of  their  fecond  church  fucceeded  Mr.  Davis  in 
1774.  The  next  Baptift  church  in  that  county  is 
in  Bellingham,  which  was  conftituted  Oftober  ic, 
1750.  Their  firft  paftor  was  Mr.  Elnathan  Wight, 
a  pious  and  ufeful  man,  who  died  in  November, 
1761.  Tp  him  fucceeded  their  prefent  paftor,  who 
was  inftalled  there  November  12,  1766.  He  was 
firft  ordained  at  Stafford,  June  5,  1755  j  but  was 
difmiffed  from  thence  by  the  advice  of  a  Council, 
Auguft  28,  1765,  becaufe  the  majority  of  the  church 
appeared  to  be  fo  much  out  of  a  gofpel  line  of  tra¬ 
vel,  that  other  churches  withdrew  their  fellowffiip 
from  them.  The  reft  of  the  Baptift  churches  in  thar 
county  have  had  no  more  than  one  minifter.  In 
Eflex,  befide  the  church  of  Haverhill,  of  which  we 
have  fpoken  (p.  236)  Baptift  meetings  are  held  at 
Danvers,  Rowley  and  Methuen.  In  Middlefex, 
the  church  whereof  Mr.  Draper  was  paftor  in  Cam¬ 
bridge 
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t)ridgc  J7^)  diilolvccl  t^Tccr  hclcic  thcrt)^  !in<l  the 
tlme°of  the  conditutioii  of  our  prefent  church  there 
may  be  hereafter  feen.  Mr.  lilifha  Rich  was  the 
firft  pador  of  our  Chelmsford  church,  who  was,  or  ¬ 
dained  there  October  5,  1774.  t)ut  he  removed -ip- 
to  the  State  of  V'^ermont  near  four  years  after;  Tlieir 
prefent  pador  was  ordained  September  24,  i  /^J- 
Biptid  meetings  are  deadiiy  held  at  Framinghapa 
and  Wedon,  but  churches  are  not  formed;  theje.  ; 

•  VII.  In  Worceder  courity,  the  church  at  Suttnp, 
mentioned  (p.  124)  was  become  fmall  when  .ilieir 
aged  pador  died,  January  4,  1775,  and.  they -are 
fince  didblved.  The  fecond  Baptid  church,  there- 
fettled  a  minider  in  1768,  who  .was  clifitatiiyd.fpyT 
years  after  for  not  being, J^und.in  the  faith- -y'  F^der 
Green,  of  Leiceder,  after  a  very  laborious  and,  ufe.-. 
ful  life,  was  taken. to  hls  red  Augud,  20,:  177.3, -sp. 
73.  Benjamin  Foder,  A,  M.  eeiucated  auAajpxol- 
jege,  was  ordained  .there  October  23,  i'77h,4and; 
an  evident  blefhng  atfended  hjs  labours  forya-eoph 
fiderable  time.  But  diderences  about  fpme  points, 
of  praftice  arifing  among  them,  he  was  difnii^ed 
by  mutual  confent,  abeut;  iix  years,  after, .  ^nd  rp’ 
moved  and  preaches -to  a. new  fociety  indd^yerSj, 
his  native  place.  The^  fird  pador of  the  'jfeaptid; 
church. in  Sturbridge  djeddn  1755,  a,n^  thpydvaye 
gone  thropg-h  many  trying  feenes  fince, 
prefent  a  prgfpeSi:  of  fettling  an  agr;eeabieiT%^^@f 
Joon.  ..Mr.  Samuel  E)ennis  was  ordainedVatPefeef- 
ham  in,  Oiftober,  1778,  but  he, \v*as  taken  frqrn  l>is 
beloved  flock,  by  .4e,a.thcm  April,  1783..  . 
paftqr  orSouth-Brimfield.  cfiurclr,  iq  the.rppnty,,of 
HampAxire  (p.  1 24)  rexnoyed, fpdti  thenp^itg 
Scoiiar  (thpuih  he  came'  back,afterwardy;2[nd:Mr; 
ameSiMellen  '^^^as  ^theu*  kcnnrimaitor.iwho!  is  .men- 
p.  242,  243.  Their  prelenr  paltor  was 

ordained 


388  A  CHURCH  RISTORY 

'  1 

ordained  November  1 1, 1773,  when  the  church  was 
very  fmall  and  feeble,  but  a  great  bleffing  has  been 
Iince  granted  there.  They  had  but  twenty-three 
members  inthe  church  before  a  revival  began  amono" 
them  in  1779,  which  in  their  letter  to  our  Ailbcia- 
lion,  in  September  that  year,  was  thus  delcr!bed,y'iz. 
"  Dear  brethren,  we  have  to  inform  you,  that  by  the 
grace  of  God  we  are  at  peace  anriong  ourfelves,  and 
enjoy  much  of  that  love  which  paffeth  knowledge. 
The  Lord  of  his  mercy  is  come  down  among  us,  by 
Jiis  great  and  mighty  power.  Such  folemn  meet¬ 
ings  we  never  had  before  ;  ir  comes  like  the  fliowers 
of  rain  upon  the  rpown  grafs.  O  the  agonies  of 
foul  th'atforne  feel,' and  the  joys  that  foiui^  are  full 
atnd  nnore  than  full  of !  It  feems  as  if  heaven  was 
corne  down  here.'  jNumbets  are  born  of  the  Spirit, 
and  feel  the  fweet  liberty  qf  the  gofpel.  O  the 
folemn  cries  for  the  falvation  of  finners  !  O  the 
amazing  joys  we  feel  !  Never,  never  did  we  before 
fee  fucji  a  happy  day  ! '  May  the  Lord  have  all 
the  glory. .  O  that  it  may  fpread  through  all  the 
■  earth  !.  Through  divine  ‘  gpqdncfs  it  does  fpread 
more  and  more.  '  Brethren,  pray  for  us. '  Some  who. 
a  few  w^eks  ago  feemdd  the,  moft  ftupid,  am  now 
peaking' freely  of  their  amazing  joys,  and  behold¬ 
ing  their  bleeding  and  very  precious  ^  Redeemer. 
The  work  is  Iq  great  that  wc  cannot  confent  to  our 
elder’s  rheeting  you  in  Affdciation  this  yeat.  We 
have  jdiis  year  thirty-four  added  by  haptifm;  our 
whole  number  is  fifty-feyen.”  From  our  filter 
church  in  Wilbraharri,  adjacent  to  therq,  they  wrote 
kt  the  lame  time 'aiid  faid,' “  We  pray'GocLto  direft 
yod  in  conferring  upon  matters  that  concern  the 
Vililble  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  do  that  wbich  may 
he  for  his  glory,  and  the  lafting  peace  and. Benefit 
of  his  churches.  Belbyed,  the  love  of  Chrift,  that 
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bond  or  peace,  itiii  unites  our  nearts.  vjruu  ur  ai> 
infinite  grace  and  goodnefs  is  carrying  on  a  glori¬ 
ous  work  by  his  fpirit.  Saints  are  quickened  there¬ 
by,  and  fihneVs  are  converted  to  him.  It  is  wonder¬ 
ful  to  behold  the  change  that  has  been  in  the  fpace 
(if  one  vear  with  us.  The  hearts  of  fathers  are  turn¬ 
ed  to  the  children,  and  the  children  to  the  fathers. 
God  is  to  us  a  place  of  broad  rivers;  we  defire  to 
exalt  him,  and  give  him  all  the  glory. — Added  to 
the  church  this  year  fifty-one;  died  none.  Ourpre- 
fe'nt  number  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-three/’ 

VTIL  An  elder  from  Berkfhire  wrote  Auguli: 
29,  1779,  and  faid,  I  fnatch  a  moment  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  debt  of  love.  I  read  the  refrefh- 
ing  lines  from  you,  and  rejoice  in  your  profperity. 
May  Zion’s  King  enlarge  her  borders.  It  is  a  moft 
remarkable  time  of  the  work  of  our  God  in  New- 
Providence Lanelborough,  Hancock,  New-Leba- 
non,  Little-Houfack,  and  fome  other  places.  Ip 
the  fore  part  of  June,  at  Shaftfbury,  I  baptized 
twenty-nine  in  one  day'  At  Wallomftock§  I  at¬ 
tended  the  ordination  of  Elder  Wait,  and  had  a 
charming  interview  with  Elder  Gano.  In  a  few 
weeks  paft  I  have  baptized  thirty-two,  who  have 
joined  to  our  church.:  Elder  Mafon  has  baptized 
perhaps  near  thirty  rnore,  and  a  number  have  de¬ 
clared  what  God  has  done  for  them,  that  are  not 
yet  baptized,  O  bretJiren,  help  us  to  praife  the 
God  of  love!”  Froi^ri  Afhfield  they  wrote  in  Sep-- 
tember,  1780,  and  faid,  The  Lord  has  been 
pleafed  to  pour  but  of  his  fpirit  abundantly  in  this 
place-,  to  the  quickening  of  his  chiidren,  and  the 
cohvidion  and  converrioa  of  many  .fouls,  a$ 
in  a  judgment  of  charity,  have  xeafon  to  believe. 


*  Novf  part  of  the  town  or  A|^s. 

§  Near  where  the  Bcnningtoii  =^battlc  was 
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O  help  us  to  praife  the  Lordtof  his  good nefs,  and 
Tus  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men, "and 
to  ils  in  particular  !— We  haW  had  the  addition 
of  nine  members  by  letters,  and  thirty-fix  by  bap- 
tifm  ;  have  dlfmiired  two  to  the  church  in  Colerain, 
and  excluded  one.  Our  prefent  number  is  nine- 
W-fbtir.”  And  in  all  the  churches  and  mem.- 
'bers  that  were  added  to  tire ‘Warren  Aflbeiatioh  . in 
'  1780,  there  was  an  increafe  -of  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-fix  members.  Ninety  were  added  only  to 
the  church  in  South-Brimfield,,  '  which  formerly 
had  paired  through  piany  and  fdre  trials.  And 
from  a  minifter  in  the  State  of  , New-Hamplhiie, 
tc>  whom  I  wrote,  I  received  the  following  reiuark- 
•able' account,  dated  March  )  5,;  1781,^,  Says  lie,',: V 
IX.  1  REjcicr, ,  fit,  to  hear  that  in  the  midft 
‘of  judgment,  God  ,  is  remembering  mercy,  and 
eallirig  ip  his  cledl,  frbm  call:  to  welt.  You  liaye 
^refrelli’ed  my  mind  with  good  news  from  the  WG|fand 
fouth,  and  in  teturn  I  Will  inform  you  of  godti  news 
ffbm  the  'no'trh‘and  eill, '  Some'  hundretls  of  'foiiis 
hre  hopefully  converted  in.  the  counties  of  Rock- 
’th^|ram,’^  Stafibrd  and/  Graftonf  in  New-Hamp- 
ilhife,’  within  about  a  pear  pall.  Tn  the  lad' jour- 


may  propel  ^ 

“Who ' tonferfed'  with  their  moiitHs  the  lalyaticn 
Tva^d;  ^rQu'glit  i/i  their  hearts,  to  good  fatisfactlpri. 
''MeWdi'th^n  Stafford,,  has  a  church  gathered  the 
■yeir  paft>  confifting  of  ‘  between  fixty  a^d  fevehty 
'feferfjberV  I  baptized  forty dllree  in  that  town  in 
''Slffe.  Hayr'^hd  fuch  a  fpUmn  weeping  of  the-  mul- 
bri^the  fhore  I' ndv^r  before  faw.  The  bi- 
^diifahte  of  baptifm  appeared  to  carry  unlvcrfal  con- 
yiftion  through  them, 'even- ro  a  man. '  •Tf!e''wTfe, 
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when  file  faw  her  hufband  going  forward,  begap 
to  weep,  to  think  Ihe  was  not  worthy  to  go  with 
him  :  In  like  manner  'the  hufband  the  wife,  tliQ. 
parent  the  child>  the  childrGi  the  parent;  that  the 
iaiiieiltation  and  weeping  methinks  may  be  corU' 
pared  to  the  inhabitants  of  Hadadrimmon,  in  the 
valley  of  Magiddon. — Canterbury,  in  Rockingham 
county,  has  two  Saptiil  churches  gatheied  in  the 
year  pad, -one  in  the  parilh  of  Northfield;  the 
number  I  cannot  tell,  but  it  is  confiderably  large ; 

I  baptized  thirty-one  there,  and  a  nuiiiber  have 
been  baptized  fince  by  others  :  The  other  is  in  the 
parilb  of  Loudon,  in  faid  Canterbury,  contain¬ 
ing  above  an  hundred  members. — Another  church 
of  about  fifty  members  is  gathered  in  Chichefter ; 
another  in  Barrington  confiding  of  a  goqdly  num¬ 
ber,  and  one  in  ITubbardflon,  all  three  iii  Stafford 
county.  Two  churches  in  Grafton  county,  one,  iu 
Holdernefs,  the  other  in  Rumney.  The  church  iii 
Riimney  had  one  Plains  ordaiQedJafl  Augtift,  much 
to  the  fatisfaction  bf.the  people.  All  thefe  feven 
churches  have  been  gathered  in  about  a  year  paid. 
One  church  was  gathered  lafl  fall  in  Wells,  over 
which  brother  Nathaniel  Lord,  late  of  Berwick,  is 
ordained. — There  appears  to  be  a  general  increafe 
of  the  Baptift  principles  through  all  the  eaftern  parts 
of  New-Englandd’  A:  large  part  of  thofe  planta¬ 
tions,  for  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  upon  our  eaftern 
fnores,  have  no  Congregational  minifters.  Near 
thirty  incorporated  toynns  in  the  county  of  Lincoln 
have  fcarce  five  fuch  minifters  fettled  in  them.  ,  But 
I  have  received  the  following  entertaining  account 
of  the  revival  of  religion  in  thofe  parts. 

X.  A  MAN  who  was  born  there,  and  was  about 
ten  years  old  when  fuch  a  noife  was  made  againft 
Mr,  Whiteficld,  as  have  dtferibed  (p,  17 1)  fay's, 

'  '  '  *  . I  was 


'•  ‘  ,  ■; '  ■  T*  ^ 
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I  was  then  convinced  that  neither  myfdf,  nor 
thofe  ®en  who  fpake  with  fojTiuch  ipite  and  malice, 
were  the  children  of  God;  and  I  was  rationally  con¬ 
vinced  that  thofe  they  fpake  .againft  were  his  chil- 
aren,  _  although  they  galled  them  deluded,  polfef- 
fed  with  the  devil,  Highflyers  and  Newlights ;  and' 
thou^gh  they  fpake  it  as  a  fcandal,  yet  I  believed  I 

tnuft  know  that  light,  or  perifn  in  darknefs;  and  Iflill 

retained  a  felfilh  or  legal  love  to  thofe  people,  though' 
never  fo  much  defpiled.  And  from  that  time  unul 
1  was  twenty-fix  years  old  the  fpirit  of  God  was 
Itnving  with  me,  by  awakening  my  confcience,  con¬ 
vincing  me  of.  fin,  and  that  I  muft  be  born  again. 
And  lb  I  went  on  finning  and  repenting,  reforming 
and  forgetting,  looking  upon  God  to  be  fuch  a  God 
as  I  would  have  him  to  be ;  in  hopes,  that  for  w'hat 
good  there  was  in  me,  he  would  fliew  mercy  to  me„ 
But  \yhen  about  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  and  my 
afieiStions  much  let  upon  the  things  of  the  world, 
juft  about  the  time  I  was  married,  I  was  fuddenly 
taken  down  with  ficknefs,  and  part  of  the  time  de-' 
prived  of  realbn ;  and  thole  who  law  me  delpaired' 
of  my  recovery.  But,  glory  be  to  God,  he  dealt 
not  with  me  according  to  my  deferts,  but  accord-  > 
ing  to  his  rich  love  and  free  grace  in  Jefus  Chriftj 
for  Ke  enlightened  my  underftanding,  and  awak¬ 
ened  my  confcience,  and  fet  my  fins  in  order  be-' 
fore  me,  and  that  which  I  had  forgotten  came  all 
to  memory,  with  the  breach  of  many  vows  and 
promiles,  which  grieved  me  to  the  heart  as  I 
thought.  O,  I  cried  to  God  to  forgive  my  fins, 
and  to  Ihew  mercy  for  Chrift’s  fake;  for  I  faw 
myfelf  a  condemned  finner,  and  told  thofe  who  came 
to  difeourfe  with  me  about  religious  matters,  that  I 
law  myfelf  to  be  the  greateft  finner  of  all  men ;  and 
fead  I  owned  aU .  this  globe,  I  would  have  given  it 

all 
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all  for  an  inrerell  in  Chrift.  Yea,  all  the  men 
upon  earth  could  not  have  perfuaded  me  out  of 
the  opinion,  that  I  was  more  v/illing  to  receive 
Chiift  than  he  .was  to, receive  ?*ne.  But  it  pleafed 
the  Lord,  in  about  a  month,  to  raife  me  ud  to  a 
confiderable  ilate  of  bodily  health,  with  a  great 
earneftnefs,  as  I  thought,  ro  feek  and  ferve  him; 
reading  the  fcripturcs  often,  praying  in  fecrct  and 
in  my  family,  exhorting  many  others  to  feek  and- 
ferve  God,  and  warning  them  againit  evil  pradlices,. 
Yet  in  all  this  I  did  not  think  I  was  born  again, 
neither  did  I  think  I  could  do  any  thing  of  myfelf 
to  forward  the  work  of  regeneration ;  and  here  I 
got  clear  of  one  falfe  hope,  and  began  to  build  up« 
on  another ;  now  I  put  great  dependence  in  my  non¬ 
dependence,  and  fo  went  on  with  my  reformation, 
thinking  all  the  good  I  did  that  it  was  God  who 
wrought  it  in  me,  and  the  evil  came  from  the  devil 
and  my  own  corrupt  nature ;  and  this  hope  gave 
me  great  joy  in  my  good  performances,  but  great 
grief,  guilt  and  repentance,  for  the  commiffion  of 
any  known  fin,  or  the  omifiion  of  any  knov/n  duty ; 
and  fo  I  went  on  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  after 
that  I  grew  more  engaged  after  the  treafures  of  the 
world,  and  then  my  delight  in  religion  died  away, 
~At  length  I  began  to  think  I  was  blind,  and  ig¬ 
norant  both  of  my  own  miferable  efbate,  and  of  the 
remedy  God  had  provided.  I  prayed  that  God 
would  enlighten  my  underftanding  ;  but  ftill  I  grew 
more  blind,  ignorant  and  wicked,  as  1  thought,  but 
kept  it  to  myfelf,  till  at  laft  I  got  hedged  up  fc  that 
I  could  neither  read  nor  pray,  which  lafted  but  a 
liiort  time.  This  was  a  fabbath  morning,  Septem¬ 
ber  3c,  1781. — Now  I  began  to  fee  the  bafe  views 
I  formerly  had  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  the 
plan  of  falvation ;  tot  when  I  had  a  difcovery  of  ac- 

b  f  .  f  tual 
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tual  fins,  and  the  danger  I  was  expofed  to  thereby^. 
1:  would  repent  and  reform,  and  think  what  a  glo^ 
rious  Saviour  Chrift  was,  and  that  feme  time  or  ether 
he  would  fave  me  from  hell,  and  take  me  to  glory^ 
with  a  defire  to  be  happy,  but  no  defire  to  be  holy. 
But,  glory  be  to  God,  he  now  gave  me  another' 
view  of  falvation ;  now  I  faw  his  law  to  be  holy, 
and  loved  it,  though  I  and  all  my  conduft  was  con¬ 
demned  by  it.  Now  I  faw  that  God’s  juftice  did 
,  not  ftrike  againft  me  as  his  creature,  but  as  a 
finner,  and  that  Chrift  died  not  only  to  fave  from 
puniflimcnt,  but  from  fin  itfelf.  I  faw^  that  Chrift’s 
office  was  not  only  to  make  men  happy,  but  to  make 
them  holy,  and  the  plan  now  looked  beautiful  to 
me  j  I  had  no  defire  to^  have  the  leaft  tittle  of  it  al¬ 
tered,'  but  ail  my  cry  was  to  be  conformed  to  it.— 
On  October  3  the  load  of  guilt  and  condemnation 
was  inftantly  removed^  and  my  foul  was  filled  with 
joy  and  peace.  Then  it  was  alked  me,  could  I  de¬ 
fire  any  thing  more  ?  And  at  firft  I  faw'  no  want, 
till  I  found  a  want  of  love  and  gratitude  in  me  to 
return  thanks  to  God  for  this  great  deliverance, 
which  I  began  to  cry  and  plead  for;  and  thofe 
words  were  fpoke  to  me,  greater  love  hc%th  no  man 
^than  thisy  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  far  his  friend  i 
which  came  with  fuch  light,  life,  love  and  power, 
that  I  knew  it  to  Ipe  the  voice  of  my  blefled  Jefus, 
who  by  his  holy  fpirit  fet  that  glorious  ftal  to  my 
foul  that  God  is  true;  and  now,  by  his  grace,  1  could 
fpeak  forth  redeeming  love  and  free  grace  without 
dread  or  fear.  At  this  time  there  was  no  work  or 
moving  of  religion  among  us,  or  round  about  us.’' 
But  he  was  conftrained  to  go  and  vifit  his  neigh¬ 
bours  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  to  lay  open  to 
them  the  vaft  concerns  of  the  foul  and  eternity, 

■whereby  many  were  awaHenerJ^  and  a  large  number 

have 
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•have  been  hopefully  converted  fince.  Two  new 
ifiaptift  churches  have  been  formed  in  this  year, 
afld  there  is  a  profpeft  of  greater  and  more  exten- 
%e  .blelfings  in  thofe  new  plantations. 


€  H  A  P.  xxn, 

I.  of  the  Baptift  Churches  in  the 
County  of  Providence.  2.  In  New¬ 
port  County.  3.  And  Weft  ward 
from  thence.  4.  The  Folly  of  Man 
expofed.  5.  Even  among  all  Se<fts. 
6.  How  Truth  is  held  in  Unrigh- 
teoufnefs.  7.'  By  the  Shakers  as 
well  as  others.  8.  The  only  Re¬ 
medy  againft  Deluftons,  and  Mea- 
fure  of  our  real  Happinefs,  is  a 
hearty  Obedience  to  God’s  reveal¬ 
ed  Will. 

Wf  E  N  we  turn  our  eyes  weftward,  and 
Vy  a  view  of  the  firfl:  Baptift  church  in 

America,  the  folly  of  man  and  the  goodnefs  of  God- 
appear  very  confpicuous  therein.  The  learned  Mr. 
Callender,  in  his  century  fermon,  exprefled  fome 
fcruple  whether  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  the  founder 
of  that  town  and  Colony,  was  ever  a  member  of  that 
church,  or  not.  But  he  was  convinced  of  this  mif- 
•takc  afterwards.  Governor  Winthrop,  the  moft  ia- 

genuous 
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genuous  and  upright  writer  of  any  gentleman  at 
Bofton  in  that  day,  whofe  writings  have  come  down 
to  us,  dates  the  beginning  of  the  Baptill  church  in 
Providence  in  March,  1639,  and  fays  it  began  by 
Ezekiel  Holiman’s  baptizing  Mr.  Williams,  and 
then  he  baptizing  the  reft.  But  that  in  July  after, 
the  opinion  mentioned  (p.  95)  put  a  flop  to  his 
further  travel  wdth  them.  And  Richard  Scott,  v/ho 
was  one  of  them,  fays  two  or  three  of  the  church 
withdrew  with  Williams.  (Vol.  i,  p.  106 — 108.) 
Thomas  Olney  was  their  next  minifter.  But  the 
diverfity  of  fentiments  mentioned  in  this  volume 
(p.  94 — 96)  brought  fuch  darknefs  over  their  af¬ 
fairs,  that  no  regular  records  before  1770  are  nov/ 
found  therein.  Their  ancient  fathers,  Olney,  Dex¬ 
ter,  Wickenden,  Tillinghaft  and  others,  could  write 
well,  as  their  civil  records  and  fome  private  papers 
witnefs ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope  that  more  diftinft 
accounts  of  their  religious  affairs  will  hereafter  be 
difcovered.  Elder  Tillinghaft,  whofe  memory  is 
precious  (p.  no,  114)  plainly  told  his  people  their 
duty  to  future  minifters;  but  himfelf  was  fo  far  from 
being  chargeable  to  them,  that  he  gave  the  lot  up¬ 
on  which  their  firft  meeting-houfe  was  built,  and 
died  in  a  good  old  age,  in  1718,  and  his  pofterity 
are  now  numerous  and  refpectablc.  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Jencks,  brother  to  the  Governor,  was  a  paftor  of 
that  church  from  1719,  to  his  deceafc  in  1726, 
colleague  with  Elder  James  Brown  (p.  1 16.)  And 
their  two  families  have,  in  late  years,  done  the  moft 
of  any  families  upon  earth  for  the  promotion  of 
learning,  and  the  Baptift  caufe  in  Providence.  El¬ 
der  Winfor,  there  mentioned,  continued  in  that  of¬ 
fice  until  his  death  in  175  85  8 1  •  Elder  Thomas 

Burlingham  was  a  colleague  with  him,  and  died  in 

J770i  St.  82.  Elder  Winfor’s  fon  Samuel  fuceed- 

ed 
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him  in  the  care  of  laid  church  in  ProviQence, 
fronn  .1759  until  177 13  when  he  and  . a  minor  part 
of  the  church  drew  ofr,  on  account  of  differing 
fentiments  concerning  the  dodtr.ines  of  grace,  and 
linging  in  public  vvorfhip,  then  introduced  (which 
was  a  return  to  the  firft  principles  of  the  church) 
and  he  and  his  follovv^crs  formed  another  church  m 
Johnfton.  One  of  the  two  churches  in  Smithfield 
(mentioned  in  p.  120)  is  diffolved:  Elder  John  ^ 
Winfor  officiates  in  the  other,  where  Elder  Place 
did;  but  I  have  not  been  favoured  with  any  dif- 
tlnft  account  of  their  affairs,  nor  of  thofe  of  the 
church  in  Scituate,  where  Elder  Elopkins  fuc- 
cecds  Elder  Fific.  The  like  is  to  be  faid  of  the 
clnirch  in  Cumberland,  v/here  Elder  Ballou  fuc- 
ceeds  Elder  Cooke.  Thefe  three  churches  hold  to 
general  redemption,  and  make  laying  on  of  hands 
a  term  of  their  communion.  But  Elder  Jofeph 
Winfor,  Ion  to  the  firft  Elder  Vvinfor  in  Providence, 
who  fucceeds  Elder  Thomas  Knowlton  in  Gloucef- 
ter,  is  in  full  fellowfhip  with  our  churches.  And 
fo  is  Elder  Rufus  Tift,  who  was  ordained  in  North- 
Proyidence  June  16,  1784,  fucceftbr  to  Elder  Eze¬ 
kiel  Angell,  who  died  September  27,  1780. 

11.  Of  the  minifters  of  the  firft  and  fecond 
churches  in  Newport,  wx  have  before  fpoken  (p. 
109,  I  lo,  122.)  The  learned  Mr.  Callender 
died  there  January  26,  1748  ;  and  Mr.  Upham’s 
fociety  at  Springfield  being  fmall,  he  was  prevailed 
with  to  remove  to  Newport  the  next  year,  where 
he  miniftered  the  chief  of  his  time  until  177 
when  he  returned  to  his  flock  at  Springfield,  whom 
he  had  often  vifited  in  the  mean  time.  And  Mr. 
Kelly,  from  Philadelphia,  was  ordained  paftor  of 
the  firft  church  in  Newport,  Odtob^r  9i^i77*> 
and  though  the  war  caufed  his  remoVai  from  therri, 

yet 
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yet  he  has  fince  returned  to  them  again.  Elder 
Wightman,  of  the  fecond  church  there,  died  Auguft 
1750,  ^t.  82.  Elder  Eyres  was  taken  from 
them  February  13,  ,759,  get.  68,  and  their  pre¬ 
lent  paftor,  who  had  often  preached  to  them  before, 
was  ordained  the  tipth  of  April  following.  He 
was  almofl  the  only  diflenring  miniller  who  con¬ 
tinued  to  preach  on  the  iHand  through  all  the  dif- 
trefling  fealon  of  its  being  poflefTed  by  the  enemy  j 
and  he  has  had  a  precious_  harveft  of  fouls  there 
fince.  The  third  church  in  Newport,  who  keen 
the  leventh  day,  ibegan  under  the  minillry  of  Mr. 
William  Hifitox  in  1671,  who  continued  their 
paftor  until  his  death.  May  24,  1704,  £Et.  66.  El¬ 
der  W^illiam  Gibfon  f  rom  London  was  his  fucceflor 
and  died  March  12,  1717,  ^c.  79.  Elder  Joleph 
Crandall  had  been  a  colleague  with  him  for  two' 
years,  and  continued  their  minifter  until  he  died, 
September  13,  1737*  Elder  John  Maxfon  was 
their  next  minifter,  from  1754  until  his  deceafe,' 
March  2,  1778.  Mr.  Ebenezer  David  (who  was 
converted  in  Providence  college,  and  took  his  firft 
degree  there  in  1772)  belonged  to  this  church 
and  having  oeen  a  chaplain  much  efteemed  in  our 
army,  died  therein  not  far  from  Philadelphia,  a 
few  days  after  Mr.  Maxfon.  Their  prefent  paftor 
was  ordained  a  colleague  with  him. 

The  church  in  Dartmouth  (mentioned  in  p. 

73)  tiow  have  their  meeting-houfe  and  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  their  members  within  the  bounds  of  Ti¬ 
verton.  Elder  Tabor  died  in  1752;  after  which 
they  had  Elder  David  Round  for  their  minifter  a 
number  of  years,  and  fome  others ;  but  it  was  a 
dark  trying  time  with  them,  until  a  late  remark¬ 
able  revival  was  granted.  Their  prefent  paftor  is 
from  Newport.  He  removed  there  in  the  fiiring 
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of  1775,  but  laboured  under  many  difcouragcments 
for  five  years ;  and  then  heavy  affliftions  were  made 
to  work  for  good  to  him  and  his  people.  He  was 
ordained  April  13,  17  So,  and  much  of  a  fjMrit 
of  prayer  was  granted  for  the  revival  of  religion  j 
which  prayers  were  aniweredinfuch  a  manner,  that 
betwixt  the  firft  of  June  that  year,  and  June  27, 
1781,  ninety  members  were  added  to  that  church* 
In  which  time  fay  they,  We  have  feen  as  it  were 
many  Pentecoft  days,  and  enjoyed  heaven  upon 
earth :  All  glory  to  God  forever  and  ever*  The 
fubjeits  of  the  work  feem  to  be  of  all  ages,  from 
fifteen  to  fixty,  and  all  circumftan:«es  of  life.  They 
tell  clear  experiences  of  a  work  of  grace ;  and  fome 
who  have  been  profeffors  feveral  years  can  now  tell 
fomething  like  a  new’  converfion,” 

III.  When  we  pafs  over  the  Narraganfet  Bay^  I 
perceive  that  the  church  in  Soiith-Kingllown  (men¬ 
tioned  p.  120)  has  long  been  dilTolved;  thofe  in 
North-Kingftown  and  Warwick  continue,  but  my 
intelligence  concerning  them  is  too  imperfedl:  to  be 
of  any  ferviceto  the  public.  The  like  may  beTaid 
concerning  the  feventh  day  church  at  Wefterly  and 
Hopkinton,  w^ho  continued  to  aft  as  one  church 
with  their  brethren  of  Newport,  until  they  were  re¬ 
gularly  difmlfTed  therefrom  in  170S.  The  church 
in  the  weft  part  of  Warwick,  where  Elder  Wordte 
was  ordained  (p.  175)  is  diffolveds  and  after  preach¬ 
ing  for  fome  time  to  the  church  in  Coventry  (men¬ 
tioned  p.  202)  many  of  them  removed  to  the  place 
where  he  is  now  fettled  in  Berkfhire.  The  weft  part 
of  Coventry,  with  the  adjacent  borders  of  Scituate 
and  Fofter,  had  fcarcely  the  appearance  of  religion 
among  them,  until  Elder  Nichols  was  raifed  up,  and 
made  inftrumental  of  a  very  confiderable  reforma¬ 
tion  in  thofe  parts#  Elder  David  Sprague  died  in 

Exeter^ 


I 


400  A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

Exeter,  in  1777,  and  his  fon  before  and  fince  has 
been  made  a  very  ufeful  man  there.  Oliver  Bab¬ 
cock  fucceeded  his  father  in  office  at  Wefterly. 
Eider  Wightman’s  fon  is  his  fucccffor  in  Groton. 
The  church  at  New-London  (p.  89)  is  dilTolved; 
by  means  of  the  ill  conduft  of  their  minifter.  .The 
pious  Elder  Merriman  died  at  Southington  laft.win- 
ter,  ^t.  88.  Such- a  revival  of  religion  was  granted 
in  Woodftock,  in  1780,  as  added  ninety  members 
to  the  Baptift  church  there,  in  lefs  than  two  years. 
And  to  the  honor  of  Governor  Trumbull  it  is  to 
be  remembered,  that  he  has  repeatedly,  interpofed 
his  influence  in  favour  .of  that  fociety,  to  relieve 
them  when  taxed  to  the  worfhip  of  their  opponents. 
The  prefent  Baptift  minifter  of  Suffleld  was  ordain¬ 
ed  in  1775s  and  fuch  a  blelTing  was  granted  upon 
his  labours,  that  their  church  increafed  in  about  a 
year  from  fixty  to  two  hundred  members.  And 
our  principles  prevail  more  and  more  in  all  parts 
of  the  country ;  fo  that  we  may  truly  adopt  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Mofes’s  prophetical  fong,  /or  their  rock 
is  not  our  rocky  even  our  enemies  themjelves  being  judges . 
They  have  often  declared  that  their  minifters  and 
churches  would  come  down,  if  they  were  not  fup- 
ported  by  compulfion.  They  have  now  tried  that 
power  agairift  us,  and  to  fupport  themfelves,  until  it 
plainly  fails  them,  while  our  rock  ftands  firm.  Let 
all  the  glory  be  given  to  God  therefor.  We  are 
fo  far  from  deferving  any  part  of  it,  that  like  babes' 
we  have  need  again  to  be  taught  which  are  the  firft 
principles  of  the  oracles  of  God.  . 

rV.  Let  us  take  a  brief  view  of  ,thofe  princi¬ 
ples,  and  of  the  folly  of  man  in  departing  from 
them.  If  we  pay  any  regard  to  the  v/ord  of  Chrift, 
we  muft  know,  that  no  man  can  fee  his  kingdom, 
nor  have  right  to  any  tower  therein,  without  regene¬ 
ration; 
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t-ation }  and  alfo  that  all  ftriving  about  who_  fliall 
be  the  greateft  is  excluded  therefrom,  John  i.  12, 
17,  iii.  j,  Mat.xviii.  1—4,  xx.  25^28.  Agree¬ 
able  to  which  the  fathers  of  New-England  were 
taught,  that,  “  As  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  not  of 
this°world  (John  xviii.  36)  but  fpiritual,  and  he  a 
fpiritual  king ;  fo  muft  the  government  of  this 
fpiritual  kingdorri,  under  this  fpiritual  king,  needs 
he  fpiritual,  and  all  the  laws  of  it.  And  as  Chrift 
Jefus  hath,  by  the  merits  of  his  priefthood  (i  Con 
vi.  20)  redeemed  as  well  the  body  as  the  foUl, 
fo  is  he  alfo,  by  the  fceptre  of  his  kingdom,  to 
rule  and  reign  over  both:  Unto  which  Chrifti^n 
magiftrateS,  as  well  as  meaner  perfons,  ought  to 
fubmit  themfelves ;  and  the  more  Chriftian  they 
are,  the  more  meekly  to  take  the  yoke  of  Chrift 
upon  them ;  and  the  greater  authority  they  hive, 
the  more  effeftually  to  advance  his  fceptre  over 
themfelves  and  their  people  by  all  good  means. 
Neither  can  there  be  any  reafon  given,  why^  the 
merits  of  faints  may  not  as  well  be  mingled  with  the 
merits  of  Chrift  for  the  faring  of  his  church,  as  the 
laws  of  men  with  his  laws  for  the  ruling  and  guid¬ 
ing  of  it.  He  is  as  abfolute  and  entire  a  king  as 
he  is  a  prieft,  and  his  people  muft  be  as  careful  to 
prefervc  the  dignity  of  the  one,  as  to  enjoy  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  other*.*’  And  as  the  teachers  in  the  church 
ofEngland  continued  to  call  baptifm  regeneration^, 
as  Origen  did,  and  yet  the  author  againft  whom 
Mr.  Robinfon  wrote  told  of  his  begetting  many 
of  his  hearers  in  Chrift  by  his  preaching,  Robin- 
fon  faid  to  him,  “  Their  baptifm  Was  trUe  baptifm, 
and  fo  the  true  feal  of  their  forgiverrefs  of  fins,  and 
new  birth,  as  you  affirm  p.  119,  and  this  their  feal 
of  the  new  birth  hath  ftood  good  upon  them  all  this 
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while,  vifibl/  and  externally ;  and  yet,  after  all  this, 
you^  preach  tinto  them  and  beget  them  anew,  vifi- 
bly  and  eternally  (for  only  God  knoweth  that  which 
■  is  true  within.)  You  have  begotten  them  through 
the  gofpel.  Behold  a  monftro'us  generation  !  a  man 
•  begetting  children  twenty,  thirty  or  forty  years  af¬ 
ter  they  be  born  !  If  Nichodemus  had  heard  of  this, 
he  might  well  have  faid,  how  can  thefe  things  be*  I’" 
And  how  is  the  folly  of  others  alfo  now  eimofed  in 
our  land  ?  In  1638,  the  year  Harvard  college  wa? 
founded,  a  law  was  made  at  Bofton,  to  empower  the 
voters  in  each  town  (which  then  were  only  the  com- 
\municants  in  their  churches)  to  compel  every  in- 
, habitant  therein  to  contribute  proportionably  with 
others,  “  For  upholding  the  ordinances  in  the 
churches,  whereof  he  doth  or  may  receive  benefit.”' 
And  becajufc  a  man  wrote  lome  arguments  againfl 
.this  praftice,  he  was  fined  Ten  Pounds ;  and  another 
was  fined  Forty  Shillings,  only  for  reading  the  fame 
.  before  company  j  and  the  minifters  faid  liich  men 
were  “  Rather  to  be  taught  by  cudgel  than  ar- 
gum.ent.”  (Vol.  i,  p.  98,  100.)  But  how  is  their 
folly  now  made  nianifeji  unto  all  men,  according  to 
God’s  promife  ?  2  Tim.  iii.  5 — 9.  Corrupt  mini¬ 
fters  have  done  the  moft  to  promote  infidelity  and 
a  contempt  of  revealed  religion  of  any  men  upon 
earth.  After  thefe  things  had  broken  forth  in  the 
nation  moft  terri  bly,  in  and  after  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  fecond,  biftiop  Burnet  laid,  “  I  am  forced  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  having  had  much  free  converfation  with 
many  that  have  been  fatally  corrupted  that  way,  they 
have  very  often  owned  to  me,  that  nothing  promoted 
this  fo  much  in  them,  as  the  very  bad  opinion  which 
they  took  up  of  all  clergymen  of  all  fides :  They 
did  not  fee  in  them  that  ftrlflncfs  of  life,  that  con¬ 
tempt 
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tempt  of  the  world,  that  ^zcal,  that  meeknefs,  humi-^ 
iity  and  charityj  that  diligence  andr'earneftnefs,  v/ith 
relation  to  the  truths  of  the  Chrifttan  religion,  which 
they  reckoned  they  would  moft  certainly  have,  if 
they  themfeives  firmly ‘believed  it.  Therefore  they 
concluded,  that  thofe  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  more 
flri6tlT  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  their  religion, 
knew  that  it  was  not  fo  certain  as  they  themfeives, 
for  other  ends,  endeavoured  to  make  the  world  be-^ 
•iieve  it  was.  And  that,  though  for  carrying  on  of 
their  own  authority -or  fortunes,  which  in  one  word 
they  call  trade,  they  feemed  to  be  very  pofitive 
in  affirming  the  truth  of  their  doctrines  ;  yet  they' in 
their  own  hearts- did  not  believe  it,  fince  they  lived 
fo  little  anfwerable  to  it,  and  were  fo  much  fet  on 
raifmg  themfei  ves  hy  k;  and  fo  little  on  advancing 
the  honor  of  xSa€\x  fr of ejfim,  by  an  exemplary  piety 
and  Ihining  converfation.  This  (fays  Burnet)  is  a 
thing  not  to  be  anfwered  by  feeing  angry  at  them  for 
faying  it,  or  by  Reproaching  fuch  as  repeat  it,  as  if 
they  were  enemies  to  the  church  >  thefe  words  of  heat 
and  faftion  fignify  nothing  to  work  upon,  or  con¬ 
vince  any  f.”  And  he  well  obferves,  that  a  real  re¬ 
formation  is  the  only  effeflual  remedy.  And  fuch 
a  door  is  now  opened  for  an  extenfive  reformation, 
as  never  has  been  before  among  any  people  fince  th6 
fife  of  Antichrift.  He  rofe  and  has  prevailed  by 
the  connexion  of  the  officers  of  church  and  ftate  to¬ 
gether,  fo  as  to  level  the  terrors  both  of  this  and  the 
future  world  againfl:  all  that  attempted  to  refift  their 
power.  But  how  is  that  connexion  now  broken? 
A  learned  gentleman  in  the  law  piibliflied  an  an^ 
iwer  laft  January,  to  the  mintifter  mentioned  (p; 
3S3)  who  tells  him  plainly,  '"cThat  a  church  hath 
a  right,  beyond  all  obligation  that  human  laws  can 
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lay  upon  them,  to  difmifs  their  paftor  when  they 
pleafe,  Churches  may  advife  churches,  and  rnem-t 
bers  may  reafon  with  members ;  but  to  advife  will 
always  fuppofe,^  that  the  advice  may  be  accepted  or 
rejefted ;  and  Ihould  it  be  rcjefted,  I  know  not  to 
what  earthly  tribunal  the  paltor,  as  paftor,  could 
yepairwith  his  complaiut  againfthis  church.— The 
firft  principle  in  a  religious  body  is,  that  they  will 
aft  according  to  the  diftates  of  a  good  confcience, 
advifing,  not  controuling  one  another,  There  is 
pothing  rpore  plain  than  that  when  they  confent  to 
do  that  which  their  confciences  difapprove,  they  do 
Wt  aSi  as  a  religious  This  is  a  moft  im¬ 

portant  truth,  but  how  little  is  it  regarded  ? 

V.  Can  the  cqnfcience  of  any  rnan  approve  of 
his  taking  away  the  property  of  another  fqr  no¬ 
thing  ?  or  requiring  him  to  do  much  fervice  for  a 
cornmunityji  without  any  fupport  or  reward  ?  Chrift 
fays  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  reward  j  and  his 
command  is,  lei  him  that  is  taught  in  the  word  _ 
communicate  unto  him  that  teachethy  in  all  good  things. 
Be  not  deceived ;  God  is  not  mocked.  Yet  how  many 
^re  there  at  this  day  that  make  high  pretences  of 
xegard  to  a  free  golpel,  and  at  the.  fame  time  treat 
thofe  whom  they  applaud  as  true  teachers  of  it 
worfe  than  they  do  their  oxen  ?  Not  only  negleft  to 
communicate  good  things  to  them  themfelyes, 
but  hinder  others  from  doing  of  it.  Such  an  in- 
Ranee  has  been  defcribed  (p.  ii6.)  And  there 
are  perfqns  now  in  all  parts  of  the  land,  who  are 
ready  to  fpit  their  venom,  and  if  poffible  to  ruin 
the  charafters  of  all  teachers  who  will  not  either 
be  tyrants  or  Haves ;  either  be  confederate^  in  forc¬ 
ing  away  the  property  of  people  for  nothing,  and 
WQrfe  than  nothing,  qr  elfe  fpend  their  lives  and 
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ber  do  in  our  day;  but  pride  and  covetoufnefs 
caiifetb  diviftons  and  offences,  contrary  therrto ;  and 
all  fuch  are  to  be  marked  and  avoided,  i  noie  in 
general  who  have  rnade  ufe  of  fecular  force  m  re- 
lio-lous  matters  have  been  fuch  JchiJmatics  (p.  50) 
neither  can  others  be  free  of  that  guilty  who  lay 
heavy  feryice  and  burthens  upon  their  officer^,  and 
will  not  touch  them  with  one  of  their  fingers.  The 
tirxie  is  conning  when  the  vile  perfon  fhall  no  more 
be  called  liberal,  nor  the  churl  beautiful ;  hut  the 
Uheral  devijeth  liberal  things y  and  by  liberal  things  Jh all 
he Jiandy  Ifai.  xxxii.  5—8.  Near  or  quite  half  of 
the  expence  of  the  fitting  of  the  Legifiatures,  both 
of  Maffachufetts  and  Connefticut,  ever  fmce  they 
have  fupported  minifters  by  tax  (except  in  the  late 
time  of  war)  has  been  to  contrive  how  to  take  and 
give  property  that  they  had  no  more  right  to  med¬ 
dle  with,  than  they  had  to  appoint  fome  men  to 
make  a  weekly  feaft  imeach  town,  and  compel  all 
to  pay  for  it,  whether  they  liked  it  or  not ;  yea, 
although  they  difcovered  poifon  therein,  tor 
worfe  poilbn  for  bodies  was  never  found  upon  earth, 
than  a  great  deal  of  the  teaching  thus  paid  for  in 
our  land  is  to  the  fouls  of  men,  The  apoftle  fpeaks 


of 


40(3  A  CHURCH  HISTORY 

oimcfittons  ofjciencefaljly  Jo  called,  and  6f  thofe  wfTo 
bold  the  truth  m  unnghteoujne/s  ■,  and  perhaps  tlie  fol¬ 
lowing  are  inftances  of  it. 

VI.  That  Chriftianity  is  eflentially  nccelTarv 
to  the  good  order  of  civil  focicty,  is  a  certain  truth, 
IP-  330  but  men  hold  it  in  unrighteoiifnefs,  when 
they  affume  a  power  to  'add  to  Chrift’s  laws ’about 
his  worllnp.  Pretenders  to  new  immediate  revela¬ 
tions  do  this  as  really  as  ftate  politicians.  Special 
teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  we  all  need  continual- 
iy,  to  give  us  a  right  underftanding  of  the  holy 
Icriptures,  fo  as  to  apply  and  obey  them  in  a  ri^ht 
manner;  but  they  are  perfeft  in  themfelves,  Tnd 
fuflicKent  to  furnilh  the  man  of  God  for  every  good 
■work,  when  he  takes  the  apojlies  as'  the  true  ex¬ 
pounders  of  the  prophets.  On  this  foundation  the 
Chriftian  church  was  built,  Eph.  ii.  19,  20.  And 
though  confounding  of  them  together  produced  my- 
ftery  Babylon,  yet  when  flie  lhall  be  deftroyed 
that  order  will  be  again  obferved.  Rev.  xviii.  20. 
Their  writings,  with  th'e  united  church  of  behav¬ 
ing  Jews  and  Gentiles  built  thereon,  appear  t6  he 
the  two  witneflcs  mentioned  in  Rev.  xi.  3-^15; 
pireftly  after  their  refurreftibn,  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  will  become  the  kingdom  of  Chrift; 
which  undoubtedly  intends  an  entire  fubmifllon  to 
his  laws  and  government.  Reference  is  there  had 
to  Zech.  iv.  ■which  fpeaks  of  one  candle- 

ftick,  of  two  olive  trees,  and  of  golden  oil  com¬ 
municated  into  it  through  them.  There  was  then 
but  one  church ;  but  after  the  partition  wall  bcx 
twixt  Jews  and  Gentiles  was  broken  down,  hath 
have  accefs^  by  one  Jpirit  unto  the  Father ;  which 
fpirit  is  plainly  the  golden  oil  communicated  to 
fouls  through  the  word  of  truth.  This  united 
church  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and  the  pillar  and 

ground 
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ground  of  the  truth.  Mat.  v.  14,  I  Tim.  iii.  15. 
The  chief  difputesin  the  vverld  have  been  whether 
.God’s  revealed  mind  is  flriftly  true  ?  or  if  true^ 
how  it  can  be  equal?  The  apotlles  and  prophets^ 
.and  all  hearty  believers  of  their  writings^i  have  ever 
witnefled  for  both  of  thefe  points  ;  but  it  has  long 
been  in  fackcloth  or  mourning.  And  perhaps  when: 
they  are  killed,  and  yet  the  people  will  not  permit 
them  to  be  buried,  means  when  officer^  become 
fo  corrupt  that  truth  falls  in  the  ftreety  and  equity 
cannot  enters  though  the  people  will  not  entirely 
part  therewith.  Hereupon  Jehovah  will  arife  and 
Tender  vengeance  to  his  enemies  according  to  their  deeds  5 
yea,  recompence  to  the  iflands.  After  w^hich  the  Re¬ 
deemer  fliall  come  to  Zion,  and  to  them  that  turn 
from  trarfgreffion  in  Jacob  ^  who  will  be  effablillied  in 
a  way .  covenant  obedience  to  the  wordls  of  his  mouthy 
by  the  influence  of  his fpirit.  This  prophecy  the  apo^ 
file  applies  to  future  tunes,  which  will  be  as  life  from 
the deadylhi.Wyi.  14 — 2i,Rom.xi.  15,26.  Again> 
becaufe  it  is  a  inoft  important  truth  that  God  is  no 
rejpebfer  of  perfonSy  many  deny  his  right  to  do  what 
he  will  with  his  own  gracey  though  in  a  way  of  pei% 
fedljuftice.  He  is  perfeftly  jull  in  all  his  difpen- 
fations,  while  he  Jhews  mercy  to  whom  he  will  foew 
mercy.  And  to  deny  this  is  to  deny  him  the  right 
which^very  freeman  has  with  his  own  property,  Oh^ 
madnefs  !  It  is  alfo  an  e0ential  tryth,  that  Goci  is 
LOVE  in  the  abftraft^  but  it  is  a  fatal  delufion  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  he  loves  every  individual  finner,  fo  as 
not  to  inflidl  endlefs  punifliment  upon'f.ich  as  die 
in  impenitency.  The  devils  are  his  creatures,  and 
were  a  higher  order  of  them  than  men ;  yet  their 
endlefs  punilhment  is  declared  as  one  evidence 
againft  thofe  who  turn  grace  into  lafeivioufnefs, 
Jude  6,  Again,  Chrift's  finiftied  atQfteinent  is  the 

objedt 
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objefl  ;jf  faitlij  and  all  our  encouragement  to  come 
to  God  by  him,  is  ever  to  be  derived  from  the  re¬ 
cord  thereof  given  in  tljc  gofpel,  which  is  as  true 
before  we  believe  it  as  afterwards ;  but  it  is  a  moft 
deceitful  trick  to  argue  from  thence,  that  the  true 
believer  is  not  confcious  of  an'  inward  change  in 
his  foul,  fo  as  to  be  enabled  to  do  fuch  ads  as 
•are  •well  flea/ing  to  God,  Heb.  xiii.  i6.  When  any 
in  Ifrael  were  bitten  with  the  fiery  ferpents,  all 
hope  of  life  was  cut  off,  but  only  from  an  objed 
without  and  above  them,  to  which  each  of  them 
mull  look,  or  death  was  his  portion ;  yet  when  he 
looked,  a  change  was  wrought  iaithin  him ;  the  poi- 
fon  was  expelled,  and  health  recovered;  and  it  would 
have  been  a  wicked  thing  in  any  of  them  not  to 
have  rejoiced,  and  been  thankful  therefor*  Now 
Chrift  himfelf  explains  faith  and  regeneration  here¬ 
by,  John  iii.  14,  15.  Yet  Robert  Sandeman,  and 
James  Relly  after  him,  have  poifoned  the  fouls  of 
many  with  artful  reprefentations  that  it  is  pharifa- 
ical  pride  for  any  to  tell  of  inward  experiences,  and 
to  rejoice  in  what  God  had  done  within -them.  And 
the  latter  of  them,  by  deceitfully  reptcfenting  that 
our  own  intereft  is  part  of  the  firll  objed  of  faith, 
has  carried  his  argument  in  many  minds,  that  every 
individual  will  finally  be  faved,  becaufe  if  it  were 
not  fo,  it  could  not  be  a  crime  not  to  believe  a  point 
which  was  not  true  in  fad.  Whereas  in  the  paflage 
that  hejauilds  moft  upon,  a  not  believing  the  wor/ 
as  it  ftands  in  the  book  is  the  crime  charged  j  and 
life  is  there  declared  to  be  in  the  Son,  'and  given  to 
us,  and  alfo  that  none  have  life  but  thofe  who  have 
that  gift,  I  John  v,  lo— i  a,  Now  compare  this  with 
Chrift’s  own  words  concerning  the  brazen  ferpent, 
and  Relly’s  argument  appears  as  falfe  as  it  would 

to  have  argued,  that  it  could  not  have  been  a  crime 

foj* 
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for  a  poifoned  perfoii  to  refufe  a  look  to  it,  unlefs 
healing  was  as  certainly  his  before  as  afterwards : 
No  crime  to  make  light  of  the  gofpel  tall,  tinlefs  the 
feaft  they  are  called  to  is  certainly  theirs,  and  they 
may  come  to  it  when  they  pleafe;  and  thafGod^s 
infinite  love  obliges  him  to  receive  them  when¬ 
ever  they  fhall  cry  for  it  in  good  earneft,  Mar*, 
xxii.  I — 4.  The  devil  himfelf  never  preached 
worfe  doftrine  than  this,  yet  how  many  are  ftrong- 
ly  attached  thereto ! 

VII.  Ai^ OTHER  efTentiai  truth  of  the  gofpel  is, 
that  we  muft  daily  deny  ourfelves  ahd  take  up  our 
crofs,  or  we  cargiot  be  Chrift’s  difciples  *^But  this 
truth  has  often  been  held  in  unrighteoufnefs  in  every 
age.  The  people  mentioned  p*  209,  run  to  a  great 
length  in  that  way,  A  man  from  CharJeftown,  near 
Bofton,  was  their  head,  who  about  lytS  affumed 
God’s  elTential  prerogatives  in  fuch  a  biafphemous 
manner,  that  he  was  complained  of  to  authority,  upon 
which  he  fled,  and  his  followers  concealed  him  for 
many  years,  and  a  fioufe  was  built  for  that  purpofe  ia 
Harvard,  where  they  privately  reforted  to  him,  who 
declared  himfelf  to  be  perfeA  and  immortal,  until 
death  arrefted  him,  and  he  was  buried  with  great 
fecrefy.  Since  which  the  fame  houfe  in  Harvard 
has  been  made  the  head-quarters  of  a  fmall  com¬ 
pany  from  Britain,  who  have  a  woman  for  their 
head.  They  privately  got  together  in  the  county 
of  Albany,  and  formed  their  fcheme ;  and  then  in 
April,  1780,  it  was  fuddenly  proclaimed,  that  a  new 
dilpenfation  was  begun,  greater  than  had  ever  beeit 
known  in  the  world  before,  which  all  were  called  to 
enter  into,  or  they  could  not  be  faved.  A  Pedo-^ 
baptift  minifter  in  New-Lebanon,  and  a  Baptift  mi- 
hifter  in  Pittsfield,  fell  Into  die  fnare ;  and  many 
hundreds  were  drawn  into  it,  in '  various  parts  o£ 

H  h  h  Maflfachufetts^ 
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M^fiachuletts,  New-Hamplhire  and  Connefticur* 
The  faid  Baptift  niinifter  in  Pittsfield,  after  being 
a  few  months  with  th-em,  was  delivered  from  that 
^  delufion,  andpubliflied  an  account  of  their  fcheme, 
which  was  printed  at  Flartford,  Norwich,  Provi¬ 
dence  and  Bofton.  I  was  at  his  houfe  in  June, 
1782,  and  went  with  him  to  vifit  a  confiderable 
number  of  them.  They  earneftly  inculcate  that 
doftrine  of  devils  oi  forbidding  to  marry ^  and  require 
fo  much  bodily  exercife^  in  finging  and  dancing,  &c. 
as  has  deftroyed  the  health  and  even  the  lives  of 
Tome  ;  a=  cruel  crofs  indeed !  while  their  chief 
leaders  delight  themfelves  much  in  feafting  and 
drinking  fpirituous  liquor.  I  would  by  no  means 
mifreprefent  any  of  their  fentiments  or  conduft  j 
but  I  have  obtained  moft  certain  evidence  that  thefe 
feven  abominations  conftitute  the  elTence  of  their 
fcheme.  •?.  They  hold  an  earthly  head  to  their 
church.  aV’  That  out  of  it  is  no  falvation.  3.  That 
the  only  way  into  it  is  by  confelfing  even  fecret  fins 
to  them.  4.  That  when  any  have  fo  done,  they  muft 
believe  as  the  church  believes,  and.  do  as  they  fay. 
5.  They  teach  do  and  live.  6.  Theifdoings  are  un¬ 
natural  and  Violent.  7.  They  endeavour  to  enforce 
and  propagate  their  fcheme  wttlf  a  ftrange  fo%very 
Jigns  and  lying  wonders.  Some  of  them  at  Norton 
and  elfewhere  have  carried  matters  fo  far  this  year, 
as  for' men  and  women  to  dance  together  entirely 
naked,  to  imitate  the  primitive  ftate  of  perfedlion. 
And  their  forcibly  ftripping  a  woman  of  one  of  their 
families,  who  teftified  againft  their  wickednefs,  has 
moved  the  authority  of  Briflol  county  lately  to  take 
them  in  hand  therefor.  Forbidding  men  and  their 
vdves  to  lodge  together  is  a  point  they  are  ftrenu- 
ous  upon.  But  a  number  who  were  with  them 

have  renounced  their  deiufions,  and  their  party  is 
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evidently  on  the  decline.  And  fo  is  that  of  another 
company,  of  whom  take  the  following  cqncife  ac¬ 
count.  Jemima  Wilkinfon,  born  among^the  Qua- 
in  Cumberland,  in  the  county  of  Providence, 
being  a  young  woman  of  a  retentive  memory,  and 
an  eloquent  tongue,  declares  that  in  Oftober,  177^> 
fhe  was  not  only  taken  (ick  but  adlually.  died,  and 
her  foul  went  to  heaven  ;  foon  after  which,  flie  fays, 
her  body  was  re-animated  by  the  fplrit  and  power 
of  Chrifi: ;  upon  which  flie  fct  out  as  a  public  teach¬ 
er,  andfor  a  while  had  large  affcmblies  to  hear  her 
in  various  parts  of  the  county  of  Briftol,  and  from 
thence  weftward  to  New-London.  Indeed  ilie  has 
travelled  as  far  as  Bodon  on  one  hand,  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  on  the  other;  but  her  chief  followers  were 
within  the  above  limits.  A  young  man,  who  was 
an  intimate  counfellor  of  hers  for  fome'^ears,  gives 
the  following  accouht  of  her,  and  of  how  he  and 
other  people  were  enfnared  by  her.  He^hrft  heard- 
her  at  Tiverton,  in  1778,  and /ay's  he,  The  firfl: 
appearance  feemed  to  be  fomething  frngular  and* 
extraordinary,  in  a  habit  difii?rent  from  what  is  com¬ 
mon  amongft  women,  wearing  her  hair  curled  in  her 
neck,  without  any  other  covering  on  her  head,  ex¬ 
cept  when  fhe  travelled  out  fhe  put  on  a  hat  much 
like  a  man’s,  only  with  the  brim  down.  Her  vi- 
fage  a  good  deal  bright,  with  av^'y  agreeable  coun¬ 
tenance  ;  her  voice  very  grum  and  flirill  for  a 
man,  and  feemed  pathetical  and  engaging  in  her 
difeourfe,  in  which  were  abundance  of  fenpture  ex- 
prefiions,  though  not  much  explained,  or  light 
held  upfrom  them  ;  neither  did  I  ever  hear  her  ad¬ 
vance  much  feripture  doctrine  of  the  principles  of 
religion,  but  her  exhortation  feemed  to  be  very  af¬ 
fecting,  fhewing  a  very  fedate  countenance  v/ith  fe- 
rioufnefe  and  folemnity,  admonifhing  all  to  repent 
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^nd  forf^ke  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well,  and  live  as 
they  would  wiih  to  die.^And  as  the  ftate  of  man¬ 
kind  at  this  day  is  much  like-  the  Athenians,  that 
Ipent  their  time  in  nothing  elfe  but  either  to  hear 
or  tell  fome  new  thing,  her  coming  forth  as  a 
preacher  different  from  all  other  feds  or  denomi¬ 
nations  of  people,  being  a  woman  of  extraordinary 
natural  abilities,  fpeaking  as  an  orator,  of  a  great 
naernory  in  the  Icriptures,  and  having  abundance  of 
ftrange  reports  fpread  abroad  concerning  her,  fome 
falfe  and  fome  true,  produce  abundance  of  ^X'C- 
tators  and  enquirers..  And  flie  appears  zealoufly 
and  fays  Ihe  devotes  herfelf  and  fervice 
wholly  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  fouls. 
She  exhorts  people  in  a  pathetical  manner,  with 
great  confidence  and  boldnefs and  lays  foe  has  an 
immediate  revelation  for  all  foe  delivers ;  that  foe  is 
the  greateft  minifter  that  God  has  fent  to  the  people 
thefe feventeen  hundred  and  odd  years;  and  advan¬ 
cing  herfelf  to  live  as  foe  exhorts  others  to,  fully  in  a 
ilate  of  perfedtion,  with  no  liability  of  error  or  de- 
fe6t  in  any  refpeft,  feems  to  have  great  influence 
upon  many  ferious  people ;  for  no  one  v/ould  ra¬ 
tionally  think  that  a  perfon  in  their  right  lenfes 
would  dare  to  hold  forth  and  affirm  fuch  great  and 
exalted  things  concerning  themfeives,  unlefs  it  were 
lb  in  reality*/’  This  is  a  brief  view  of  the  fub- 
llance  of  his  account  of  her  way  of  proceeding, 
which  brought  a  number  of  ignorant  people,  and 
ibrrte  who  have  been  officers  in  the  State,  to  folJovv’- 
;^nd  cleave  to  her  affedlionately,  as  a  perfon  invefled 
with  immediate  and  great  power  from  above,  even 
power  to  work  miracles.  But  her  influence  has 
not  been  hi^lf  fo  great  and  extenfiye  as  that  of  the 

qthe? 
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other  woman  mentioned,  both  of  whofe  fchemes 
are  now  dying  away. 

VIII.  And  thus  I  have  pointed  out  fome  of 
the  ways  wherein  men  have  gone  a  whoring  with 
their  awn  inventions  (Pfal..  cvi.  59)  which  is  fixing 
their  affeftions  and  dependenee  thereon,  inftead  of 
the  God  of  truth.  And  though  it  is  a  maxim  with 
earthly  politicians^  that  their  King  can  do  no 
wrong,  thereby  imputing  all  that  is  wrong  to  others^ 
yet  they  have  long  taken  the  oppofite  courfe  con-^ 
cerning  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.  All  the  frauds, 
oppreffions  and  licentioufnefs,  that  have  been  prac-^ 
tifed  under  his  name,  have  been  caft  upon  Chrif- 
tianity  itfelf ;  as  if  becaufe  men  are  falfe,  therefore 
God  is  not  true.  Inftead  of  owning  his  jufi  autho¬ 
rity,  they  have  exalted  themfelves  above  him,  and 
have  arraigned  his Jayings  at  their  bar,  "Rom.  iii.  4. 
What  he  fays  concerning  the  entire  depravity  of 
man,  and  their  enmity  of  heart  againil:  God,  they 
make  a  chief  argument  againft  the  truth  of  his  fay- 
ings  in  his  written  word ;  and  thus  they  plainly  con-- 
firm  the  truth  of  it,  by  their  ar^ments  againft  it. 
And  becaufe  errors  and  herefies  more  openly  break 
out,  where  he  has  poured  out  his>  fpirit,  than  where 
people  like  Moab  arc  fettled  upon  their  lees,  many 
conclude  that  it  was  not  his  fpirk  that  moved  ujK)n 
the  minds  of  the.  people  j  which  argument  is  about 
as  conclufive  as  it  would  be  to  fey,  that  the  in^ 
fluences  of  the  fun  are  not  really  good  in  the  fpring 
and  fummer,  becaufe  they  eaufe  a  very  (Jifagree- 
able  ftench  to  arife  from  dunghills  and  dead  car- 
caffes,  which  we  do  not  fmell  when  the  fun  is  at 
a  great  diftance,  ajrKl,  thefe  things  are  hard  froz^en 
in  the  winter  j  or  to  fay  that  the  fhowers  of  hea¬ 
ven  are  not  good,  becaufe  they  make  the  thorns 
to  grow  ^  wdl  as  the  whe^  Ttefe  rcafaners 

often 
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otten  declare,  that  if  we  are  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  fovereign  will  of  God,  for  renewing  and  faving 
grace,  then  all  our  ufe  of  means  to  attain  falvation 
IS  in  vain ;  but  why  do  they  ufe  means  for  their 
bodies  ?  If  the  Lofd  “willy  we  Jhall  live,  atid  do  this  or 
that.  ^  Who  were  they  that  faid  a  few  years  ago. 
We  will  bring  America  to  our  feet ! — We  will 
not  receive  law  from  any  power  whatever  !”  Where 
is  the  Governor  who  required  us  to  fubmit  to  an 
abjolute  and  unlimited  power  in  man  !  (Page  280, 
290,  364.)  God’s  plan  of  government  is  abfo- 
iutely  perfeft  and  immutable ;  and  he  has  appoint¬ 
ed  the  means  and:  the  end,  and  the  means  in  or¬ 
der  to  the  end,  in  the  moral  as  well  as  natural 
world.  The  means  of  grace  are  calculated  in  in¬ 
finite  wifdom  to  open  the  eyes  of  men,  and  to  turn 
them  from  darkhels  to  light,  and  from  the  power 
ot  Satan  unto  God.  Precepts  and  promifes,  re¬ 
wards  and  punifliments,  calls  and  warnings,  are 
all  motives  to  influence  the  choice  of  rnan.°  And 
the  ftrongeft  hold  that  the  devil  has  in  this  world 
is  to  perluade  man,  that  a  being  governed  in  his 
choice  by  motives  without  himfelf,  is  inconfiftent 
with  the  liberty  of  moral  agents ;  and  to  perfuade 
him  at  the  fame  time  that  neceffity  obliges  God  to 
pardon  and  fave  them,  whenever  they  *  fliall  be¬ 
come  fincere  penitents.  Thus  they  alTume  a  fo- 
vereignty  to  themfelves,  which  they  deny  to  their 
Maker  ;  "and  treat  him  as  a  fervant,  to  whom  they 
may  fay,  go  thy  way  for  this  time,  and  when  /  have  a 
convenient  Jeafon  I  will  call  for  thee making  his 
choice  dependent  upon  theirs.  If  motives  with¬ 
out  us  do  not  determine  our  choice,  it  would  be 
impoflible  for  God  to  govern  us  ;  and,  as  the  ex¬ 
cellent  Edwards  obferves,  Arminian  principles 
truly  involve  in  their  -nature-  the  horrid  blafphe- 
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iTiy  which  they  falfly  ciift  upon  the  Calvuiiits,  of 
charging  Got!  with  a6cing  a  deceitful  part  towards 
men,  in  appointing  the  means  of  grace;  for  thefe 
are  motives  to  determine  their  choice  on  the  fide 
of  virtue,  which  he  could  not  be  fincere  in  appoint¬ 
ing,  if  their  choice  is  not  determined  by  motives 
without  themfelves'^.  His  immutable  defigns  are 
fo  far  from  interfering  with  the  liberty  of  moral 
agents,  that  where  they  are  known,  the  believer 
dare  not  make  them  the  rule  of  his  conduct;  and 
hereby  fubjeds  and  rebels  are  diftinguiilicd.  An 
exprefs  precept  required  Saul  to  deftroy  A  gag,  as 
well  as  the  refl;  of  the  Amalakites  ;  and  by  difobedi- 
ence  thereto  he  loft  his  kingdom  and  his  foul.  On 
the  other  hand,  David  knew  that  God  defigned  to 
remove  Saul,  yet  having  no  precept  to  kill  him,  he 
refufed  to  do  it,  though  much  provoked  thereto, 
when  he  had  very  convenient  opportunities  to 
cut  him  off.  And  though  the'  prophet  Samuel, 
by  immediate  direction  from  above,  anointed  Da¬ 
vid  to  be  king  over  Ifrael,  yet  he  never  aflumed 
that  power  but  by  their  free  choice  and  cove- 
"  nant ;  and  when  this  was  done  by  part  of  them,  he 
made  no  ufe  of  their  arms  to  compel  others  to 
receive  him.  '  And  v/hen  ten  tribes  revolted  from 
his  grandfon,  who  collefted  an  army  to  bring  them 
under  him  again,  God  warned  him  npt  to  do  it, 
and  was  obeyed  therein.  And  if  a  power  of  will 
oppofite  to  the  bible  had  not  been  dreadfully  fet  up 
in  latter  ages,  myftery  Babylon  would  not  have 
been  drunken  with  blood  as  Ihe  now  is.  A  re¬ 
velation  to  the  Jews  of  God’s  defign,  that  Jefus 
■fhould  die  for  that  nation,  did  not  at  all  leflen  the 
guilt  of  thofe  who  thereupon  iookcounfel  together  for 
to  put  him  to  deaths  John  xi. '51— -53.  Obedience 

to 
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to  what  he  requires  of  us,  is  the  meafure  of  our 
duty  and  felicity,  without  attempting  to  get  into 
the  place  of  the  univerfal  Ruler.  At  the  fame 
time  no  honeft  foul  could  be  happy  under  his  go¬ 
vernment,  if  they  thought  it  poffible  for  men  or 
devils  to  deceive  him,  and  to  defeat  his  defit^ns. 
Ana  whether  the  whole  hifirory  of  this  countr^  as 
well  as  others,  does  not  demonftrate,  tliat  a  hearty 
and  unfeigned  obedience  to  his  revealed  will  is  our 
wifdom  as  well  as  duty,  and  that  all  difobedience 
thereto  is  infinitely  hateful  and  dreadful,  is  now 
freely  referred  to  the  reader’s  confcience.  ' 


c  H  A  P.  XXIII. 


1.  The  Nature  of  Covenants  explain¬ 
ed.  2.  The  Sentiments  of  the  Bap- 
tift  Churches  about  Terms  of  Com¬ 
munion,  the  Power  of  Councils, 
and  the  Nature  and  Place  of  hu¬ 
man  Learning.  3.  A  Lift  of  their 
Churches  in '  New-England. 

I*  H  E  word  covenant,  when  ufed  concerning^ 
X  contrafts  between  man  and  man,  includes 
many  ideas  that  can  have  no  place  in  the  affairs 
betwixt  the  creature  and  his  Creator;  and  fo  much 
darknefs  has  appeared  in  controverfies  upon  this 
fubjeft,  thatfome  worthy  men  have  thought  it  beft 
to  adopt  the  word  teftament  inftead  of  covenant  in 
the  latter  cafe.  But  a  review  muft  convince  us  that 

we 
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we  cannot  get  free  of  difficulties  by  this  change  of 
words ;  becaufe  teftament,  when  ufed  about  a  fa¬ 
ther’s  will  who  is  abfent  from  us,  is  effentially  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  will  of  God,  who  is  ever  prefcnt,  and 
fees  our  inmoft  thoughts;  Yet  teftament  ever  means 
the  will  of  the  teftator  expreffedj  and  alfo  a  free  dif- 
pofal  of  his  property  as  he  pleafeth;  which,  wliert 
well  ratified,  is  as  good  a  title  as  any  in  the  world* 
although  it  would  Ipoil  it  for  the  legatees  to  have 
any  hand  in  forming  it;  And  mutual  confent,  with 
mutual  obligations  and  privileges,  are  eflential  ideas 
■  in  all  covenants.  ‘This  do,  and  thou  Jhalt  live,  was  the 
language  of  God  to  Adam  in  innocency,  with  which 
his  heart  concurred ;  and  this  obligation  to  love  is 
immutably  binding  upon  all  his  children,-  Luke  x; 
<27,  28.  To  withhold  this  obedience  is  to  rob  both 
God  and  man  of  their  right;  and  God  juftty  re¬ 
quires  every  finner  to  give  again  that  he  had  robbed, 
and  to  walk  in  the  Jlatutes  of  life  without  committing 
iniquity.  And  the  new  covenant  is  the  writing  the 
law  of  love  in  the  believer’s  heart,  which  yields  a 
free  confent  to  it;  in  the  tenor  of  I  will,  and  they 
floall,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  15,  Rom.  viii.  3;  4,  Heb.  viii^ 
10,  II.  All  who  have  this  work  wrought  within 
them  ought  to  confefs  the  fame  with  their  mouths', 
«nd  to  receive  each  other  as  Chrift  received  them, 
to  the  glory  of  God.  Says  thfe  apoflle,  they  firfi 
gave  their  own  f elves  to  the  Lord,  and  unto  us  by  the 
will  of  God,  Rom.  x.  10,  xv.  7,  2  Cor.  viii.  5.  This 
is  the  exaft  nature  of  a  church  covenant ;  which 
fliews  that  no  perfon  can  be  brought  into  it  without 
his  own  confent,  that  the  covenant  cannot  bind  anv 
perfon  or  community  to  aft  any  thing  contrary  to 
the  revealed  will  of  God,  nor  ever  exempt  any  from 

their  obligation  to  act  agreeable  thereto  witji  all 
their  hearts. 


I  i  i 
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II.  Great  imperfeftions  ftill  remain  among  trg 
in  thefe  refpefts  j  yet  it  is  thought  beft  to  exli-bit  to 
the  world  a  lift  of  the  churc.hes  in  New-England 
■who  profefs  thefe  principles-,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  not  to 
allow  that  perfons  can  be  forced  into  religious  co¬ 
venants.  A  few  of  them  admit  fome  Pedobaptifts 
to  their  communion,  and  it  is  but  a  few ;  neither  can 
that  pra6tice  laft  long,  as  our  opponents  know  that 
practice  fpeaks  louder  than  words ;  and  a  noted  mi- 
nifter  and  church  in  the  county  of  Plymouth  open¬ 
ly  debarred  one  of  their  pious  members  from  their 
, communion  laft  year,  for  no  other  crime  than  a  &- 
ing  buried,  in^baptifm  j  by  which  aft  fay  they,  “  She 
has  praftically  declared  infant  baptifm  a  nullity,  and 
this  church  to  be  a  company  of  unbaptized  perfons.” 
And  the  Separate  churches  in  Connefticut  pub- 
lifhed  their  terms  of  communion  three  years  ago. 
which  were  thefe,  viz.  “  As  to  our  Baptilt  br,e- 
t  thren,  we  are  free  to  hold  occafional  communion 
with  fuch  as  are  regular  churches,  and  make  the 
Chriftian  profefTion  as  abovefaid,  and  acknowledge  us 
to  be  baptized  churches,’'  &c*.  Hereby  they  con¬ 
firm  our  terms  of  communion,  as  defcribed  (p.  214, 
215.)  Our  fentiments  concerning  the  ufe  and  pow¬ 
er  of  Councils  are  the  fame  as  thofe  defcribed  by  our 
fathers  (p.  39,  40)  and  we  refufe  to  hear  any  com¬ 
plaints  of  cenfurcd  perfons  in  our  annual  AlTocia- 
tions,  becaufe  that  would  imply  juriidiftion  over 
tire  churches,  which  we  difclaim  j  and  we  hold  that 
a  Council  freely  chofen,  and  meeting  near  the  place 
of  difRculty  or  grievance,  where  a  fair  hearing  of 
the  parties  concerned  may  be  had,  is  the  moft  ra¬ 
tional  and  fcriptural  method  of  proceeding  in  fuch 

cafes. 
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Declaration  of  fuid  met  at  Kiilingly, 

1781,  p.  21. 
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cafes.  Our  fentiments  about  the  nature  and  pro¬ 
per  place  of  human  learning  are  well  expreffed  (p. 
5^.)  Confining  the  miniltry  to  an  education  at 
college,  as  well  as  compelling  people  to  fupport 
Fuch,  have  produced  infinite  mi[chiefs  in  all  ages,  V 
which  could  never  have  prevailed  as  they  have,  if 
cruel  arts  had  not  been  made  ufe  of  to  keep,  the 
people  in  ignorance,  and  to  prejudice  their  minds 
againft  true  knowledge,  both  facred  and  civil.  The 
foundation  for  learning  laid  at  Providence  (men¬ 
tioned  p.  235)  has  fufFered  much  in  the  late  war, 
but  the  fchool  appears  nov/  again  in  a  promifing 
way.  All  other  colleges  have  been  very  expeiifive 
to  governments,  but  this  has  never  received  an/ 
thing  in  that  way  (no  not  to  repair  damages  which 
government  has  occafioned  therein)  but  perfonai 
generofity  laid  its  foundation,  and  has  been  its  fup¬ 
port  hitherto.  Gentlennen  of  various  denomina¬ 
tions,  chiefly  in  the  town  of  Providence,  fubferib- 
ed  above  Four  TJioufand  Pounds  therefor  before 
the  college  edifice  was  eredled  in  that  town ;  and 
confiderable  fums  have  been  given  fmee,  efpecial- 
iy  in  the  year  paft,  to  augment  their  library.  And 
as  liberal  fentiments  are  taught  therein,  and  all  de¬ 
nominations,  wiipfe  civil  and  moral  conduft  is  agree¬ 
able,  have  equal  privileges  for  learning  in  it,  libe¬ 
ral  communications  are  earncflly  follicitcd  for  the 
ncceflary  fuppert  of  this  inftitution* 


m. 
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JII.  A -brief  View  of  the  f  ref ent  State  of  the  Bdptifl 
Churches  in  New-England,  according  to  the  latejf. 
and  beji  Accounts  that  have  been  received. 


[The  firft  Column  contains  the  Year  when  each 
'  ■  Church  was  cotiftituted,  the  fecond  the  Namq' 
ot  the  Town,  the  thir4  their  Minifter’s  Name, 
have  any,  and  the  fourth  the  Number  of 
their  Meipbers,  if  that  is  known.] 


In.  the  Massachusetts, 
County  of  Suffolk. 


Tear.  Town, 
1665  Bofton 

U43 

J750  Bellingham 
1769  Wrentham 
1776  Medfield 
1780  Needham 
1780  Stoughton 


Mmfters.  No. 
Samuel  Stillman,  A. M.  158 
Ifaac  Skillman,  A.  M.  43 
Noah  Aldcn  cS 

William-Williams,  A.  M.  39 
Thomas  Gair,  A.  M.  7  s 
Npah  Baker 
Vacant 


County  of  Brijlol, 


1663  Swanzey 

CharlesThompfon, 

A,M- 

1693 

RufTel  Mafon 

1753  Rehoboth 

Nathan  Peirce 

176a 

John  Hicks 

ICO 

1772 

Jacob  Hicks 

1777 

James  Sheldon 

48 

1780 

Vacant 

1761  Taunton 

William  Nelfon,  A.  M.  nq 

1769  Attleborough 

Job*  Seamans 

,80 

1781 

EliHia  Carpenter 

S9 

1772  Dighton 

Enoch  GofF 

120 

1774  Freetown 

Abner  Lewis 

95 

1781 

David  Seamans 

50 

1774  Dartmouth 

Vacant 

19 

J781 

Daniel  Hicks 

1780  Raynham 

Yacant 

*•  4. 
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County  of  Plymouth, 
fown.  Minifters. 

1^56  Middklporough  Ifaap  Backus 


7  ear. 


■^7 

2761 


No. 

*37 

70 

194 


0 


*771 


Ebenezer  Hinds 
Afa  Hunt^ 

County  of  EJfex. 

HavcrhiU  HezekiahSinithjA.M.  I9!S 

County  of  Middlefex. 

Chelmsford  Abifliai  Crofman 


1780  Nev/ton  C^^kb  Blood 

1781  Cambridge  Thornas  Green 

Dukes  County. 

.  Chiimark  Silas  Pa,ul  - 

37&0  Tilbury  Vacant 

County  of  Worcefter. 


373S  Leicefter 
^749  Sturbridge 
1762  Charlton 
4765  Sutton 
1767  Grafton  - 
3768  Peterlham 
3770  Royalfton 
1774  Douglafs 

3775  Dudley 

3776  Harvard. 

1779  Afhburnham 

1780  Northbridge 
3782  Templeton 

County  of  Hamfjhire. 

1736  South-Brimfield  Elijah  Codding 
3740'Weft-Springfieid  Edward  Upham,  A 

1761  Alhfield  Ebenezer  Smith 

1762  Granhy  James  Smith 

1765  Montague  Vacant 


Vacant 

Jordan  Dodge 
Nathaniel  Green 
Ebenezer  Lamfon 
Elkanah  Ingalls 
Vacant 

Whitman  Jacobs 

Vacant 

Vacant 

Ifaiah  Parker 

Vacant 

Vacant 

John  Sellon 


87 

79 

27 


M. 


7-9 

70 

53 

78 

38^ 

89 

33 

no 

37 

25 

23 

236 

90 

32 


SetK*  Clark 


t  ters. 


William  Ev/ins: 
Vacant 
Jofeph  Green 
Vacant 
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2  ear,  ^own, 

1768  Wilbrahani 
ij^/2,-  Ncw-Saletn 
1780  Shutefbury, 

1780  Coleraia 
1780  Bernardfton 

1780  Chefterfield 

Ccmtfy  cf  Berkjhtre.  “ 

1769  Adams  ^  Peter  Wercien 

1771  Lanefborough 
.1772  Pittsfield 

1772  Hancock 
1777  V7alliington  ' 

1779  Snndisfield 

Alford  ^ _ _ 

1781  W.  Stockbridge  Einarhan  Wilcox 

CGtmty  of  7'crk. 

Ty68  Berwick  Wiiiiain  Hoope 

1-77.2  Sjanford  Vacant 

^  Nathaniel  Lord 

1.782  Coxhal!  Simon  Lock 

County  of  Cumberland, 
sySZ  Goreham  Vacant 

3782  N.  Gloucefter  ‘Vacant 

County  of  Linocl 


'  ^  ^  A  4k 

Nathan  Mafon 
Val  entine  Rathbun 
Clark  Rogers  '  ‘ 
Vacant 

Jofhua  Morfc-  ' 
Jacob  Drake 


tbit  A 


No. 


cc 


^3') 

150 

1.3 


^5 


53 

55 

J2 


3784  Bowdinliani 

Job  Macorabef 

/  - 

3784 

Thomafton 

Ifaac  Cafe 

/ 

State  rcf  "New -H. AMP suiRt. 

ns  5 

Newton 

Vacant 

3770 

Richmond 

Matcnrean  Bello.u 

1.22 

1771 

Lebanon 

Vacant 

12 

5  7,7 1 

Weftnioreland 

Ebenezer  Baily: 

3771 

Brentwobjd 

Samuel  Shepard 

3  c6 

7771 

Deerfidd 

Eiipheleth  Smith 
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2^ear.  Town. 

1772  Gilmanton 

1777  Marlow 

1778  Croydon  ' 

1779  Canterbury 
780 

780  Northwcod 

1780  Salem 
1780  Rumney 
1780  Holdernefs 
1780.  Mei*edith 
1780  Chichefter 
5780  Barrington 
1780  Hubbardfton 

f  •  _ I  t 

1782  New-Hamptoii  Jeremiah  Ward 
1782  Perryfton  ;  1  Samuel  Arnbroft 


^Minijiers. 

Vacant 

Eleazer  Bcckwit^h 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Vacant 

Edmund  Piifbury 
Samuel  Fletcher 

; - Elains 

Vacant 

Nicholas  Folfom 
Vacant 
Vacant 
Vacar 


.  Vacant 
Vacant 
Vacant 

■Thomas  Ealdwia 

State  ^/  Gonnecticitc 
County  of  Hartford. 

1739  Southington  Vacant 


1782  Temple 

1782  Savil 

1783  V/earo  r 
1783  Caaiaan 


1743  ' Cok  hefter  - 
1755  Stafford 
1760  Enfield 
1775  Suffield 
1780  Coventry 
•TTrmingtoa 


Vacant 
Vacant 
Vacant 
John  Eladir 
Vacant  ^ 
John*Davis 
^783  Chatham  Solomon  Vdieat 

County  i)f  Fairfield. 

1751  Stratfeld  Seth  Kigbie 

'1773  Stamford  Elkanah  Holmes 

3773  Greenwich  Vacant 


^  ft  * 

4k  *r  / .  -  '  •• 


Vacant 
Vacant 

John  Rathburi 
David  Liilebfidgc 
Vacant 


Hi 
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County  of  New-London. 

^ear.  ^own.  ..  Minijiers. 

1705  Groton  ,  Timothy  Wightmaii 

Silas  Burris 

ms  .  .  Rufus  Allen 

Stonington  •  Eleazer  Brown 
^"fCs  Simeon  Brown. 

1775  StoningtonPoIntVacant 
New-London  Zadock  Darrah 
Saybrook  Elipheleth  Lefter 
Lyme  .  Jafon  Lee 

1782  Norwich  Chriftopher  Palmer 

County  of  Windhami 
1750  Killingly,  John  Martin 

1776  Vacant 

1766  Woo'ddock  Biel  Ledoyt 

1776  Pomfret 
^^74  Afhford 

1779 

‘*780  Willington 

1780  Mansfield 

State  of  RhOde-IslAndj 

L  l  County  of  Newport. 

1644  Newport  Erafmus  Kelly,  A.  M. 

1656  Gardner  Thurfton 

1671  William  Blifs 

1685  Tiverton  Peleg  Burroughs 

County  of  Providence. 

1639  Providence  James  Manning,  A.  M.  iTf 

Scituate  Reuben  Hopkins 

Smithfield  John  Win-for 

Cumberland  Abner  Bellou 

Gloucefter  Jofeph  Winfor  79 

N.  Providence  Rufus  Tift 

1771 

■L 


2$ 

230 

39 

134 
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Tear.  Town.  '  Minifters. 

*77 ^  Jphnfton  ■  Samuel  Winfor 
Foftcr  Nathan  Young 

Cotfniy  of  fVafhington. 


Jolhua  Clarke 
Vacant 

Jofiah  Wilco3| 
Samuel  Niles 
Benjamin  Wait 
Vacant 
Nathan  Hill 
Philip  Jenekins 
William  Northup 
Solomon  Sprague 
Thomas  Weft 
Vacant 
County  of  Kent. 

Warwick  Abraham  Lippec^ 
1743  Eaft-Greenwich  John  Gorton 

Coventry  Thomas  Manchefter 

Caleb  Nichols 
Weft-GreemvichElilha  Greene 
County  of  BriJloL 

1764  Warrea  Vacant 


1708  Hopkinton 
1750  Wefterly 

Charleftown 
S.  Kingftown 

1710  N.  Kingftown 


1750  Exeter 
3772  Richmond 


Tear.  -Town. 
3757  Harwich 
*781 

3771  Barnftable 
1781  Freetown 


t  were  omitted 

in  their  p'cpef 

'place. 

Minijlers, 

NOo 

V. 

Vacant 

A 

Sartiuel  Nicb 

erlbn 

Vacant 

4,1 

Vacant 

Total  ntimi;?? 
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had' feveral  Interviews  with  divers  orthe- 
People  called  Quakers,  on  the  Subjedtof  thefir-Ii 
Volume  of  my  Hiftory,  and  finding- P  have  not 
dearly  expreffid  their  Sentim'ents  and  Pradtices,^ 
and  fome  Kadis 'appearing  to  me  different  from 
what  they  did  when  I  wrote,  I  am  defirous,  with 
tliern,  to  have  the  Hiftory  corredled,  and  Matters 
put  in  fuch  a  Light,,  that  Pofterity  may  not  mif- 
apprehend-them;  Let  the  Reader  therefore  re- 
ceive  the  following  Corredlion,  as  what  appears 
to  me  moft  confiitent  withr  the- Truth,  and  in 
Juftice  to  that  People  ought’ to  he  tranfmi'tted 
to  Pofterity.,  •  •; 

o’  ^  f 


N  page  following  extraEi  from'Johi  Tyfo's 

letter^  TEhere  was  nothing  in  him  (i.  e.  Dr,  Increaje 
Mather,  as  he  Jaid)  that  he  hoped  toje  Javedhyf  hav- 
mg  been  made  by  me  to  manifeft  an  error  in  Friends  re- 
•  JpeEling  Chrifi  within  ,  I  would  objerve,  that  I  do  not 
Look  upon  it  as  an-  error,  provided  Chrift  without  be 
acknowledged;  and^  it  be'- held  agree  able' to  the  true  Jen fe 
if  John  vi.  56,  xvii.  ^26,  i  John  iii.  24,  in  which' 
jenfe  I  am  informed  it  is  Feld  by  Priendsl  - 

In  page  143,  L  have  quoted  fome  of  Roger 
Williams's  arguments  againjl  Friends  fentiments  of  the. 
grace  of  God  having  appeared^  or  being  maniFeft- 
ed  to  all  mankind  univerfally ;  for  their  anfwer  to 
which  arguments,  I  would  refer  to  Fox,  anfwer, 
page  17 — no,  M  part.  *  "  1 

In  page  goq,  I  mentioned  that  Quakers  • 
mlled  from  Fox  and  his  companions  trembling  and  qtcak- 
ing  before  Gervafe  Benner,  a  , Juftice  in  Derby*  I 
meant  not  to  infiniiate,  that  their  trembling  on  that  occa^. 
/ton,  or  others,  was  occafwned  by  the  fear  of  man ;  neither 
do  I  on  a  review  of  proofs  find  fufficwit  grounds  to  re- 
jtSl  Fox's  account  of  their  receiving  faid  name,  which 

Y  I  V 
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ns  wdl  as  Mojhdmy  that  their  quaking  and  trent'- 
hling  in  ether  places  ^  occafioned  their  being  commonly 
called  by  that  name. 

hi  page  3^13  1  undertake  to  inform  pojlerity  how 
thoje  ^iakers  behaved  uftder  their  fuferings;  upon  a  re¬ 
view  of  which  it  appears  jujt  to  addy  that  I  findy  and 
that  by  other. p  at t s^  0 f  CudwortV  s  uncontr  over  ted  letter y 
mot  quoted  by.  me y  that  he  was  turned  out  of  office y  as  he 
exprefly  Jays y  Becaufe -I  had  enUrtained  fome  of  the 

^ffiuakers  at  my  houfCy  that  thereby  I  might  be  the  better  ^ 
acquainted  with' their  principles  y  the  Court  prof  effing 
they  bad  nothing  at  all  againfl  m-e'y  only  in  that  thingy  of 
giving  entertainment  to  the  ^cakersd  And  he  in¬ 
forms  uSy  ^That  when  the  Quakers  were  committed  to 
prifony  they  mujl  he  kept  on  coarfe  bread  and  watery  no 
Friend  may  bring  tbe?n  any  thing,  none  permitted  to 
Ipeak  with  them,  nay,  if  they  have  money,  of  their  own, 
they  may  not  make  ufe  of  that  to  relieve  themfclves ; 
they  have  many  adherents f  and  a  little  to  acquaint  you 
with  their  fufferingSy  which  is 'grievous  unto  and  Jad- 
dens  the  hearts  .of  mofl  of  the  precious  faints  of  God ;  it , 
lie S'^  down  and  rifes  up  with  thcniy  and  they  cannot  put 
it  out  of  their  minds y  ‘to  fee  and  hear  of  poor  families 
depy  ived  of  their  comfort s y  and  by'ought  into  penury  and 
want.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  of  the  endy  it  is 
'to  force  them  from  their 'homes  and  lawful  habitations y 
and  to  drive  them  out  of  their  poafts^^r-^  As  for  the  means 
by  which  they  are  mpoverifhedy  thefe  in  the  firfl  place 
were  fcrupuloLis  of  an  oath  A  This  does  not  appear  to  be 
xonfined  to  allegiance  or  fidelity  to  government  y  but  oaths 
at  largCy  which  principle  1  underfland  they  maintain 
from  cur  Saviour  s  commandy  d/Iat,  y.  34,  /  fay  unto 
you  f  wear  not  at  ally  idc,.  IPhy  then  we  mufl  put  in 
force  an  old  laWy  that  all  ynay  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  ; 
—they  cannot — then  a  fine  of  Five  Pounds.  On  this 
-account  thirty -five  head  of  cattle  y  as  I  am  credibly  in- 
-j  onnedy  hath  been  by  the  authority  of  the  Court  taken 

from 
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froyn  them  the  latter  fart  of  this  Jummer.  A  poor 
weaver  that  has  /even  or  eight  fnall  children^  himjelf 
lame  in  his  body^  had  but  two  cows,  and  both  taken 
from  him :  "The  Marfhal  afked  him  what  he  would  do  ? 

^he  man  faidy  that  God,  who  gave  him  them,  he 
doubted  not  would  ftill  provide  for  him.  21?  fill 
tip  the  meafure  yet  more  fully  though  to  the  further 
emptying  of  Sandwich  meuy  the  Court  of  AJfift ants,  the 
firjl  Tuejday  of  this  inftanty  was  pleafed  to  determine 
fines  upon  them  for  meetingSy  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Poundsy  and  among  others  the  poor  weaver  fpoken  of 
P wenty  Poundsy  QcP  And  after  his  mentioning  their 
not  fujfering  their  friends  of  Rhode Afland  to  come  and 
trade  with  thenzy  prroceedsy  So  that  unlefs  the  Lord 
fteps  in  to  their  help  and  ajfiftancey  in  fome  way  beyond 
man  s  conceivingy  their  cafe  is  fad  and  to  be  pitiedy  and 
truly  it  moves  bowels  of  compaffion  in  all  forts  except 
thofe  in  place,  who  carry  it  with  a  high  hand  to-  ^ 
wards  them.  Our  bench  now  is  Thomas  Prince y  Go^ 
vernory  See  the  letter  in  Bifhofis  hiftoryy  from 

page  1 68 — 177,  or  more  at  large  in  the  fecond  volume^ 
folio y  of  the  book  offufferings  of  the  fakers y  frozn  page 
igi — -195,  which  lajl  I  did  not  fee  till  fince  the  pub^ 
lication  of  the  fir  ft  volume  of  my  hiftory. 

From  the  foregoing  account y  and  what  Biftoop  charges 
upon  Governor  PrincCy  viz.  That  in  thy  cofijciencc 
they  were  fuch  a  people  as  deferved  to  be  deftroyedy  theyy 
their  wiveSy  their  childreny  their  houfes  and  lands y  with- 
cut  pity  or  mercy  P  IVhich  fentiment  of  his  againft 
the  ^iakerSy  I  am  toldy  is  ‘remembered  in  the  family y 
being  handed  down  to  thofe  of  his  pofterity  now  living. 
^It  miift  therefore  be  acknowledgedy  he  muft  have 
had  too  great  a  floare  in  the  perje  cut  ions  menticfted :  And 
as  the  perfecuied  Norton  faidy  the  ftrength  of  dark- 
nefs  muft  then  have  been  too  unhappily  over  him.  ^  And 
m  juft  ice  to  Humphry  Norton*  s  char abler  (which  is  un^ 

dsrJitjQd  to  h  lejfcmd  manner  of  ifferting  Ms  let. 
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ter,  and  mating  this  JiibjeSt,  In  page  322  of  my  hidd- 
ry)  I  think  farther  to  manifeft  bis  and  J.  Rouje  s  be¬ 
haviour  under  their  Jufferings,  by  infcrting  a  paragraph 
in  Bijloofs  hiftory,  page  179,  which  would  render  my 
account  mo7^e  intelligible  and  full.  Speaking  of  the 
number  of  lajhes,  which  I  mentioned-^  he  addsy  M^hicfy 
as  it  drew  Jlore  of  blood,  Jo  it  took  much  with  thejpec-' 
tutors y  who  beheld  them  m  ihejlocks  fir Jl  pray ing,  then 
fainting  each  other,  and  bidding  the  executioner  have 
patience  a  little  ( when  he  came  to  take  ofi^^  toeir  cloaths) 
and  he  fijould  fee  they  could  give  their  backs  to  the 
fmiters:"  And  Bifioop  adds,  that  ^bey  gave  in  a 
paper  afftgning  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  their  return'^ 
ingy  when  they  were  demanded  wherefore  they  came  in, 
which  the  magijlrates  would  not  luffer  to  be  read  5. 
md  fo  envious  were  they,  that  for  taking  John  Roufe 
by  the  hand  they  put  three  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sand¬ 
wich  in  the  flocks  A  Asid  it  appearing  by  'the  faid 
Bijhofs  hifiory,  and  the  book  of  Friends  fuff erings,  that 
other  whippings  and  perjecutions  followed  in  'Plymouth 
Colony y  and  that  the  Jaid  Humphry  Nertony  under  whip¬ 
pings  and  other  perfecutions  at  New-Haven^  appears 
to  have  behaved  in  a  Chriftian  te'ciper,  when  being  lo of- 
ed  from  the  flocks  after  being  whipped,  having  a  great 
iron  key  tyed  athwart  his  mouth,  and  burnt  deep  in  his  hand 
with  a  red  hot  iron,  He  kneeled  down  and  prayed  to 
the  Lord,  uttering  his  voice  towards  heaven,  to  the  aflo- 
ni foment  of  them  allF-^Fhe  reader  is  referred  thereto 
for  a  more  particular  account. 

In  page  323,  /  interpreted  the  figurative  expreffions 
of  Rending  the  rocks  of  wijdorn  and  knowledge,  and 
exalting  that  which  is  lowf  as  direSled  againft  civil 
and  eccleftaflical  government,  which  I  /uppofed  they 
meant  to  fuhjeSl  to  a  JuppoJed  Jptritual  power  in  Chrij- 
iians  without  outward  laws  and  rules :  But  on  further 
enquiry  and  converjation  with  Friends,  I  am  convinced 
they  thereby  referred  to  the  CQ'ffi'tig.  of  the  Lord,  by  his 

Jpiritiw.l 
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Jpintuai  work,  to  level  the  wife  and  great,  cmpared-to 
riountatnSy  and  the  literal  knowledge  and  meer  [cola 
tic  divinity,  compared  to  rocks,  as  being  hard  to  pene¬ 
trate  and  break  ■,  for  that  which  is  meek  and  low  to  be 
exalted,  even  Chrijl  within ,  the  hope  of  glory. _ In 

whido  fenfe' I  perceive  that  pajfage  is  now  underflood 
ry  bnends. 


In  the  fame  page  I  ^cb/erved,  ou  Jome  preceding 
txtrabis  from  fox's  and  Williams's  writings j  fhis 

epens  ibe , plain -cauje  why  they  (the  fyuakers )  milita¬ 
ted  Jo  Joard  againfi  other  magijirates  and  government," 
jind  in  the  form  cf  an  .  allegory ^  in  page  5  07,  it  is  Jaidy 
To  whom  others  made  fierce  oppofiition  profefifedly  from 
ihe  light  within  j  and.  their  cldfibings  were  fio  <yreat  that 
fieveral  dives  were  loji  in  the  fray,"  The  terms  iTiili- 
•tate,  fierce  oppofition  and  chihing  to  the  lofis  ofi  lives y 
sified  to  repr£jent  the  conduct  efi  Friends  in  thoje  daysy  in 
refipeht  to  civil ^  government y  are  too  harfio  to  be  juftified 
dy  any  authenticated fiabts. — I  conceive  it  to  be  efi(fential 
to  civil  government y  that  the  niagifir ate  have  a  power  to 
infiliub  ccrporal  puniJJjr/ientSy  and  adjo  to  arm  his  fiubje bis 
to  war  againft  invaders  efi  their  rights y  and  therefore 
that  the  teaching  of  a  contrary  dobirine  in  either  of  thefe 
fointSyfo  far  as  it  has  infiuencCy  tends  to  obftrubl  or  pull 
down  government  y  and  in  no  other fenfe  did  I  ever  mean  to 
ccharge  the  fakers  with  militating  againft  or  obftrubF 
ing  government , 


_  I  find  they  allow  magif  rates  to  inflibl  corporal  pu- 
Tiifhments  upon  their  JubjeciSy  who  tranfgrejs  the  rules  of 
■equity^ y  but  do  not  ^ipprove  of  arming  their  fubjebts 
io  war  againft  others.  And  in  all  States  where  they 
have  beeny  I  know  nothing  but  ithaty  as  a  focietyy  they 
■have  been  eithei  ablively  obedient  thereto y  or  have  pif-" 
/tvely  fuffered  what  they  were  pleafed  to  inflibl  upon 
themy  without  plotting  againft  the  government  thereof 


^  See  Fox’s  epiille  to  Friends  at  Nevis,  in  1675, 
.Pennington’s  works,  folio,  firft  part,  page  323. 
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cr  ufing  any  forcihle  refijiance  againft  it,  And  I 
fire  the  reader  to  remember' that  'I  mean  to  correSt  every 
thing  in  my  hijiory  that  Jeemingly  or  redly  contradicts, 
theje  ideas,  and  this  character  of  the  Jociely. 

•  In  ■page  yiy,,  I  /peak  of  our  Lord’s  direction  to  his 
diJcipLes,  Mat.  x.  23,  and^  of  his  own.cor.duCi  towards 
the  Gergefenes,  Mat.  viii..34,,  asforming  a  general  rub 
■for  us,,  thence  charging fome  blame  upon  thofe  ffuakers 
who  returned  into  the.MLaJfachufetts ;  whereas  they  no  w 
both  appear  to  me.  to  refer  to  fpecial  and  peculiar  cafes. 

As  to.  the  writings  I  referred,  to  at  the  top  of  page 
327,  /  rather  think  my  memory  failed  me  in  that  re- 
fpiCi-,  and  as  to  not  having  light  from,  fcriptiire,  fot 
actions,  in  the  fame  page,  1  find  that  they  fuppofe  that 
Ifaiahas.'u..  2^  and  Micah  i*  8^  prove,  that  the  wcm.en 
there  mentioned  might  be  moved  by  the  divine'  fpir it 
to  do  thofe..  actions  ■,  of  which  the  reader  is  left  ta 
judge  for  himfelf.  •  • 

Upon  a  review  of  page  325  and  462,  compared  with 
their  own  writings,  I  find  that  I  had  feme  miftaken 
ideas,  of.  what,  they  held  concerning  the  light  within,  and 
therefore  freely  refer  the  reader  to  their  own  authors  for 
information  in  that  refpeCl. 

I  did  not  mean,_  in  page  46  2,  to  charge  them  with 
calling  darknels  light,  any  further  than  wherein  they 
appeared  to  be  agahifi  allowing^  others  the  free  liber¬ 
ty  of  examining,  and  by  argum.ents  oppofing  Jentiments 
which  they  judged  to  be  erroneous  j  which,  whether 

.-they  were  againfl  or  not,  I  freely  Jubmit  to  thcread- 
cr’s  judgment. 

William  Harris  is  referred  to  at  the  bottom  of  page 
-i  ^1,  and  in  page  457  is  named  as  a  ^aker  ■,  I  am 
no-w  convinced  that  he  was  not  one  then,  if  he  ever 
was-,  and  the  word  only,  as  I  twice  ifed  it  [in  page 
46  9,  and  once  ^  in  page  47  2,  in  a  way  that  feems  to 
ctaiutt  Mr.  Williams  from  any  blame  in  his  difpute 
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teally  think  there  was  a ^  great  deal  of  imperfeBtoH 
difcovered  hy  ktmy  as  well  as  his  opponents y  in  the 
7nanagement  of  that  difpute ;  aitd  if  he  meant  to  punijh 
miy  meerly  for  their  plain  uje  of  thee  and  thou  ( which 
I  think  he  did  7Wt )  I  do  not  concur  with  any  fuch  thing. 

In  page  463,  I  have  not  Jo  fully  quoted  Friends 
cinfwer  to  Roger  Williamds  objections  as  might  be  ne-^ 
cejfary  to  give  an  adequate  view  of  both  Jides  of  the 
difpute  5  therefore  I  refer  7ny  reader  to  their  writings  on 
that  JubjeCly  particularly  George  Fox's  anfwer  to  faid 
cbjeCtionSy  page  155?  and  appendix ^  iiy,  ii8. 

Page  470,  line  32,  after  the  word  fentence,  infert;^ 
viz,  blood  will  be  given,  which  words  are  particu^ 
larly  markedy  as  referred  to  by  Grove. 

As  by  the  grapes  of  Sodom  and  clufters  of  Gomorrah^ 
in  page  460,  feme  might  fuppoje  I  meant  to  charge  the 
vices y  that  are  couched  under  thofe  expreffionsy  upon  the 
fakers ;  I  here  declare  that  I  meant  no  Juch  thing. 

Perhaps  the  partialityy  m  favour  of  Mr.  Cotton^ 
which  I  mention  in  page  471,  was  owing  to  Mr.  Cod-  . 
dingion's  particular  t^eClion  for  him^  rather  than  td 
the  cauje  there  ajfigned. 

'■If  ' 

FINIS. 


ERRATA. 

Page  32,  line  23,  read  1707.  P.  65, 1.  3,  r.  eighty.  P.  99# 
1.  30,  r.  Burton,  Efq;  P.  170,  1.  21,  for  him,  r.  them.  237, 
Eiargin,  r.  fiber -mindednefs.  P.  240,!.  10,  r.  to  fre<vei^.  r.  264, 
i.  12,  for  him,  r.  time.  P.  298, 1.  12,  r.  Colonies.  P.  354>  •  4* 
x.  country.  P.  359,  h  ii^r./pirimL  P.  379*4* 

-Page  405,  1.  zzn  r.  bguntifuU 
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